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Spain Jor upwards F Of. N Thirteen Hundred 
Tears; in which. is to be met with all 
that is capable of 'exciting the Attention 
of a cui, Reader, whether in Regard 
10 the Antiquity aud Nobility of the Spa- 
nith Nation, or upon. Account of. the Farie- 
5 ſcarce credible, of. real and autbentick 
Fatts wherewith it abounds: For, together 
with the many inconteſtable Truths it con- 
tains, he will find .tbe. whole full of Inci- 


dents as entertaining aud inftruttiee as any 


that Fable Rfdf could ener pofibly ance... 


Truth, 
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them, I envy them nor, let. them amuſe. 
themſelves with what is ſo, much adapt. 

ed to their - deprav 'a. Appetitess, But 
it is not to 7 T1 dire. my. Dir. an 
courſe, nor did I think. of them. when I 
uudertoob this Tranſlation, any more than 
did the Author, who profeſſes to. Bade 
ſtrucꝶ out all that ſavour & of. Fable in 

tbe. Spaniſh Chronicles, and t have be 12. 
a moſt ea  Olfe erer ＋ roery FAG 
Chronology, 10 
Notwithſtanding the Author Labs een a 
full Account of this Mork, yet T think myſelf. 
ohlig d to take Notice of ſome 2 arr. 


The learned Abbot thews himſelf. through-. 


out the whole, a Gentleman of Parts aud 
Curioſity ; and confidering the ſhort Time. 
he tas alice d to compleat it, being, - 


he obſerves zn the latter End of his Pres 1 


face, but" Eight Months ,-( leſs than'T 
have been in tranſlating the firft Nine 
Books, „ "and reviſmg the reft, . which, 
was dune by a worthy Gentleman, \ of. 
ch Candour in doing Bis. Aut bor Fu- 
| fi ice Tam \Intirely well Jatify da; FF confider- 


1 | ing 


f  Hiftory,.. ts extremely. pleaſin Ying 0 the. | 
_ moſt ſenſible Hart f 4 = ind ; where-. 
as thoſe of a frivolous and p< erifling. 8 
Taſte delight in Novels and. Romances: 
As ſuch idle Performances are feteſt for 
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ADVERTISEMENT. itt 
ing, T ſay, the Time be employ in compi- 
ling a Mork of ſuch a Nature, it is, in my 
Opinion, a'very excellent and elaborate Per- 
formance. The French Edition, it is true, 
T1 found to be extremely faulty, for the 
Defetts whereof he likewiſe apologizes. 
_ How TI ſhall apologize for my own. Faults 
J am at a. Loſs to determine; but leute 
my Share in them to the Cundour of the ju- 
45 tous Readers; for I hope none will charge 
me with the literal Errors of the Preſs 4 
But as for the contemptible Scioliſts, thoſe 
Pretenders to Criticiſm, who carp for 
carping Sake, and attempt to criticiſe up- 
on what 79 cannot mend, I uepiſe them; 
and as IT intend not to court their Fa- 
v or Friendſhip, ſo I value not their 
malicious Impotence: But to return. © 
There may perhaps, tho not frequenth, 
be Bere amd there a Sentence which grave 
Readers will be apt to ſay ſeems ſome- 
what too Poetical for ſo grave a Hiſtory; 
ut I thought it no Vea of mine t0 
alter them. Tf I have taken the Liberty 
to make any Alterations, I commonly 257 
Notice of them in my Notes... 8 

des all 


the moſt material Circumſtances of the late 
Mar, and he leads us into Italy, Germany, 
and Flanders, and even takes a Tri; with 
us to England; and if in ſome Places he 
ſeems too partial in his Narrative, we 
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the? Some Expreſſions, in a 
Character of King WII LIAN ea FAY | 
both an Enemy, and 4 Frenchman; a 
what may not be expected from 4 2 alous' 

Frenchman ſpeaking of a martial, a 10% 


Prince, who ee ce all his Country's 
ee and, for ſo many Tears, kept 
in perpetual Alarms ? Yet be uſes the 
age of a Geitleman,. ever  athnow- 
ledges the uncommon Soundieſs of that Mo- 
narch's Fudgment, and the Depth of his Pe- 
netration; giving bim eder ets the hok- 
ourable E pithets of a col mmate Politi- 
cian, and an undaunted Soldier : Nov is 
the Mention he makes of Prince. Eugene 
of Savoy leſs honourable ;. * 20 cau- 
his own great, th umbiti. 
ous Monarc h, King L. Sie XIV. has” Been 
treated in far groſſer * erms. by too many of 
our Writers. _ ; 
I have been the more particular in tht, A 
being willing to gite Notite to ſuch offt. 
cious Zealits as might Fey, aps take 
brage at. an of thiſe re} Nont, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. F 

| rel with, and nut with me, who am but 
As to the Tranſlation, I ſubmit it to the 
Cenſure of the Fudicions, and am conſci- 
ous that ſome Improprieties of Diction have 
eſcap d, which I could have wiſh d bad been 
prevented : But as to the reſt I have, I dare 
venture to affirm, no where miſtaken the 
Author's Meaning. I have reflify d many 
Errors in the French Edition, have ex- 
plain d many Points which few would have 
taken Notice of, and have given a faiths 
ful Verſion, without Alteration or Di- 
minution, except where, as,T have alrea- 

4 Herd d, my Reaſons are mention d in 


Some Gentlemen of good Judgment bade, 
before the Book's Publication, cadill d at 
me about proper Names; yet I muſt beg their 
Pardon if I cannot by. any Means 70 in 
ꝛoith them in their Opinion: I give an 
I Inſtance or Two in as few Mord: as 70% 
I. /ible. They object, that inftead of Gothiſh I 
Hound always uſe Gothic: Now I muſt 
oon that I can ſee no Reaſon why it 
N ſhould not be Gothiſh, as well as. Sue- 
A viſh, Swediſh, Engliſh, Spaniſh, "Turkiſh, 
sc. They again ohjets, rhur where T ae 
5 [Atans, Sueves, and Silinges, I" ought 70 
ade [aid Alani, Suevi, and Silingi, and 
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t they allow Goths, Vandals, aud Nor- 


mans 70 be very proper. Now as thoſe 82 
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freguenely gccur in the ſame Page, and 
perhaps all together, it would, in my 
bumble. Opinion, have made a prepoſie= | 
 rous, abſurd Medly; nor for thoſe Obje- 
FCiont could they give any other . Reaſon 
than. a whimſical Cuftom. I profeſs I can 
never reconcile myſelf to the giving Latin 
Terminations to Barbarous Names, any more 
_ than 1 can to the Barbarizing the Names 
of the noble Romans; for in Truth I bave 
no more Patience with Tite Live, Quint 
Curce, and the like, than I have with 
Pocockius, for Dr. Pocock, or Il Signiore 
de Villa Nova, for Sir Iſaac Newton. Mere 
the illuftrious ancient Romans to live again, 

. they would, I fancy, be very much ſcanda- 
liz'd ta bear themſelzes ſo miſcall d, by us 
and our Neigblours the French eſpecially; 
and in all Latin Ferſions of Oriental Books, 
ftrauge Havoc is made of the Names of 
People, which, in their own Language, ad- 
mit of only their natural Termination, and 
bave no Manner of Variation by Caſes: Nor 
tan I help thinking but that it is ſomewhat 
inbumane of us to butcher People's Names [0 
that if the Owners were to bear them 
mention d they could not poſſibly know 
them to be theirs. But indeed, the Orien- 
tals are pretty even. with us in that Ne- 
ſpeft ; for whenever they lay bold of Eu- 
ropean Words they dreſs them up in a very 
n Alincouti 


0 7 


uncoutih Habit, of which I could enumerate 
an Infinity of Inſtances, but decline it as 
needleſs iu this Place. © © 
It has been farther hinted to me, that” 
T ſhould: have Latiniz'd the Names of rhe 
Gothiſh, Sueviſh, 8c. Kings, and others; 
and that the Mooriſh Names ume "nor 

 eoritten in our Books as 1 bave deliver d , 
them. In anſwer to this, I can only, with 
Submiſſion," beg to be excus'd ; for ſo far 

from that, I muſt aſſume the Liberty to ſay, 
that bau I known exattly how - thoſe 
Princes," &c. were culld among their 

own People, I would certainly” have ſet 
down the true Pronunbintion, if ou. 
Letters could have made it out; aud as 

for the Moors, I hope I may be allow'd 
to be ſomewhat of u Judge, baving, to 
attain' that Part of Experience, run thro | 

ſeveral 'Vicifſitudes © of Life in Africa. 
Their Names are, in all Spaniſh Books 1 
which treat of * them, ſo #ntoll erably man- 1 
gled, that it is ſcarce poſſible to know py 
them under that Diſcuſs ; nay, what is 
leſs tolerable, and indeed ſcarce pardon« 
able, I hate met with a Moor's' Name 

elt Five different Ways in the Space of 

eſs than three Pages: Aud what can be 

more execrably barbarous and abſurd than 

Miramamolin: for Emir el Moumineen, Oms. 

miades for Beni Ommiah, Abbaſſides for 
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teen, with. Junum#rable others 3 er- 
rontous Manner ¶ Mriting inſaſti all Eu- 
rope. Let the Spaniards dere connerſant- 
with theſe: unwelcome: GEuęſte, from Firſt 
10 Laſt, for near Higbt Hundred: Tears 
which. one would: Have thought was more 
than ſufficient to baue taught them to 
pronounce + aud. write. better; and * 
more, tonfudering that,” in . endeacouri 
10 mimi ck them in their Gutterals, 
tener in the wrong than in ai Kiel 
Place, they have ſo over bein Pam zr, 
bar ſeveral Letters, at leaſt as other 
Nations * them, are intireiy caſtrated 
from the Spaniſh... Mphaber," an I ball 
preſently. 7021 e appear, tho'. in ſ doing, 1 
rum the Riſque of beiug cavilld at - fott 
my Digreſſion, and of being art d, What 
has all this to do With — Spaniſh Re- 
volutions; and more; eſpecially in a Franſs 
lation from the French ? Tus; little &. 
nongh: But it is an Obſerwation 1 could 
never _ 1 1 before, an 
haps few have Opportunities 1 
making it as mel; nor is i improbable 
but that it may be ſound ugpetuble tu 
2 
eon Abc; Jar" 
introduc'd ny provate.: Remarks," is; — 
I think,- them nun ee — 
Reaſon that convincing Inſtances of hib 
. ſervation are to ' be tor anale 
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any 050 will be at the 
g for' them. 
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pious; manly, N 3 in 58 
Reſpite , 1 TS, prefers 


erable 
kither the French or Ls aud vt 5 
wiſe "my great Favourite, becoming the 
Month of (the Soldier, the Conrtier, the 
Orator; the Srateſman, and the niteſi La- 
Ay, thro that mal a propos Imitation of the 
Moors in tir Gurterals, as I obſer#d a. 
bove, are iatroducd many Things. which 
Leannot hut look upon as Deformities ; tht 
its Defenders warmly alledge, rhat they 
only he ar ſo to 7 wwho are ignorant 
of. its Beuutiet, or not able to pronounce 
it; but that ir not. altogether the Caſe 
with me. Not to mention the abuſive 
Manner of © confoundin 1 the B. aud V. 
which Letters are indifferently uſed ai. 
5 where, a are likewiſe for 2 Genera 
ty, 1 g and = the irregular and 
promi trons Uſe, and uncouth Pronuncia- 
tion of the $ late ſa, or Xa ; Ge, or xe; 
Gi, or; ; Ju, of Xu, #s what 
» 2 ca 5 be Dok of bur an awkward 
ation of mimicking the 
Weck. . theſe Champions who ſo ſtro- 
noufly defent! ſurh Incougruities, b. 10 
hae Fee that, by that. Abuſe, they 
have” #rrepa My of 1 0 am their . Alphabet 
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Joy. 


wb 


% 


ſeizes all the Fee. I am 


>Tthw” $ 


, 
ge 
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ADVERTISEMENT. x 
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a tan, Want 7 the f anſwering, it in all 
Reſpett $5. and. if I. Bade omitted tue 
fin the. Name. Alph ono, it Mt on ly . E- 
cauſe 11 i generally "ſpelt fo in our. 4 
7 and as for Philip, it 1 Engliſh, z tho 
118 the ES, &c. always written Fe- 
The k, and w, which, 7he, Daus h- 
25 of. the. Latin Tongue all want, e 
plyd with qu, and gu: But all this | Proper 
ly belongs to the Spaniſh Grammar, which 
7 have 5 the leaft Thoughts 9, writing at 
Pris. SEED | 
PA 95 haze 70 pear as a Remark 


0 15700 oon, .0r at leaft 1 never. yet. met 
wit 


any who made it, and to which all 


v have been ſa 8 ng 1s but the Preamble, | 


is, That the Spaniards muſt of Neceſſiy,. 
fin wee the. Mooriſh Conqueſt, have us d the. 

equizalently with our ſh, and the j 
: "ol ly as we now do. This J ſhall prove by . 
invincible ae, but as I am intirely 


ignorant, either when or how the preſent” 


Corruption of thoſe Letters crept in, I ſhall 


not go about to expatiate upon that T heme + 


And as to cunclud ius with ſome who take 


upon them 40 affirm, that the Spaniards 


can no more. pronounce thoſe Letters than 
and, Sat other Foreigners, can 
l fully convinc d of the con- 
7 2 7 vorn many of that Nation, 
whoſe e babe N 4 their 1 


3 # Us 
& 
\\ 4 cou @ 

% FH «4 T4, 53 

hy * * 1 1 * * Ys \ - >. 4 
1 2 * 2 # IS 18 ING > % 
U - 
© 
. 


XY 
94 


XII 


courſe 571 the Natives of. Africa, . 


be Ts | | * NT & 


$ 


have, upon learning the Arabick Tongue, 
brought themſelves to the true Pronuncia- 
tion 95 the th, as well as of the ſh, and the. 


j; fo that, there being 1 natura] Impe- 
di fi it mu certain have been I 


The. 


thority I ſhall produce to 


back this my "its is a ſmall Num- 
ber, out of a far greater, of Arabick 
Words, ftill in Uſe among the Spaniards, 
which tho they bear the ſame Senſe; and 
Signification, are extremely different in 
the Spaniſh Pronunciation. I ſball take- 
n0 Notice of the Words which are merely 
| Spaniſh, h doubtleſs they Were. likewiſe 
aigerently 
1400" Fo 

only theſe Tuo 1. Gebelo in Minſheu's 
Dion 
more under j; Oudin has it Gebeli. 
Gibraltar for Gibil, or Jibel Tarif, i. e. The 
Mountain of Tarif, pronounce 4 7 35 * 


ronounc d formerly 
ords in g, I can call to Mind 


inſtead of Javali, of. * 


mards thus, Khibraltar. 


1 
: v. © 9 
* 2 2 
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ADVERTISE iT. 


Mooriſh . in J * X, nd erent 


Ve Sh wo 1 1 
ngu | 


1 An drow: 


| Lima. 22 'or Aſe' 


aquima]” \. 


TELAT (ef! Bridle. . 851 
Jarama, 0 Kharama. Sharama. 


A ſmall River i in 


5 c Go 
ba. A Sort of Shet 
Nabeba. DR 7 berd 5 Pipe. 4 
Jarope, « ont p; Ye. 
Xaro 7 
Jarra ee 
X Tn 4 . or + Fiche, 
Tarro. — er . P29 
Javali, a . 4 512 Br. 


In this Word Haloof, 
is under Nicod, 


| hi 6 Ae on- 


r I95, Of the Mountain, 
vat 0 414. Sharap Jibeyli,, 
age i Mountain-Wine, Zeit 
11 Jibeyli, Mountain Oil, 

« LEE] Ce oy DES > 4894 
* Mn — * — 9 — U en — * 
* 


Mooriſh Wards; in 21 alone, Wks 


een. | Foſſambn. 3's \ 
N 1 drag 3 er to 

Ws ren kon, as hip. 

TL INAS 4 *% 4 Mooriſh; Or. 


me ut. 
Moor- 


6 erh 2066 


2 * 
* YEA 


por LID. I2 «Ml in 


a FP 10 N 58750 


Wo. * 
A 5H 3 8 { Y 2 840 * N N * 
- 1 q * 2 3 he 9 


Fe A 7 
F e aſſume 

: ” 3X33 * * . 2 n 55 n that Itle. N 13 

Xarifa. | Kharifa | e AMooriſh 

£5 5 : 9 bi 8 > 5 1 


Xiroque, | Khiroque Shiroke: "The South-Eaft 
| . | 7 Y EATER, | 
. Jometimes | $9 ind. 
Siroque, | 5 b HD BE 71." 3 LAY 8 
and Siro -- Ane 


Xeque. | Kheque. | Sheich.] The Head of @ 


„ bian, Clan, like 
ü ſour Highlands of. 

Scotland. fre- 

. Wo quently to le ſbund e found 

ee: mention d in Hi- 

| | fory. 


— 


JV 
S 
2 
we DS Su ko, 4A ta. wha e ww. cii.c 


W © | #4 
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| 7 he like occurs in the Middle ” to 4 
Multituds Mother Mords, as in the Name of 
the River Guadalajara, or Guadalaxara, it 


being euritten either Way ; but ' theſe 7550 
Inſtauces are ſufficient to prove what "I 
Fo 1 frall now only, for the Satisfation 

Tons, woy the they ane the Spa- 


niſh ci 


| ä 0 . 


W * 


AD VERDISEMENT. 1 


niſh: Languag * 
proballo, non 
ion of the Names 


an Spain, Whith 


e 9550 


14 more than 


" of 2he 


Saif 


wy oft of the Rigers. 


begin with Gua, ende 
o0nr 7 chain the trie Etymology of ſome 


of them in the beſt Manner I am able; 
nor can I think it very foreign to the Pur- 
poſe, ſincr all obo read an 


| Pape.” 


Mitten in in Pronounc Proms $ e in 
Spaniſh. inSpanith. in Arabic. _ Engliſh. 
r Guadalqui Wadalke- Weit El Tbe Great River 
vir in Ane beer. Kibeer. anciently call'd, 
laluſia, | 25 Betis; Weit, or 
| | yi Weid, being 10 
1 other than River. 
} Goda Wadala- Weit El The — 
ö | * ' Hadjar. ver. 5 5 
1 ion. Weit El 1 This T n 
4 |... . | Afidn.'. jbe the Riuer ef 
5 4 MST. [Poppics, of which. 
p Ne | © "JOpium' # made 
f e 1 ag catt'd 
141111 | 


Books which 


treat of Spain muſt unavoit ably meet dbu 
ſomie ono or other of them in almoſt every 
1 hate frequently heard Guadal- 
quivir exclaim d againſt as a moſt uncouth 
and barbarous: Mord, whereas when the 
Fiymology is once known there is nothing 
barbarous in it but the Spaniſh Manner 
of writs Ay * 1 Ne it: * Jor Example. 


 & 


tuna, in 
Andalu- Dy 
i. 
Guadajoz, Wadakhoz Weit x 
near Cor - Juze. 
doua, in 
Andaluſial - 
Guadaira „Wadaira. 
near Se- | 
ville, in 
Andalu- 
ſia. 


Guadaladi-Wadaladi- Weit El 


weit 4 
Errah. 


ar, in An- ar. Deyar. 
daluſi ia. nf 
Guadalca- Wadalcaſ- Weit El. 
gar in An-| ſar, | Cuſſur. 
daluſia. | N 
Guadaler- Wadalerce Weit El 
0 | Aa. 
K. of Gra- 9 80 
nada. | 
Guadaler- Wadaler- Weit El 
tin, in the tin. Teyne. | 
K. of Jaen' 
Guadaleſte Wadaleſte Weit EI 
in the K. of Lift. 
Wale „ 
Guadalete „Wadalete. Weit 
in Anda- Lethe. 
luſia. | | 
Guadal- W Wadal- Weit EI 
horze, in hor ze. Herz. 
Q, Caſtile I F 
Guadali- |Wadali- {Weit EI 
mar, „ mar. Hamar. 
Andaluſiaa a 


} 
4} 


* 


tian: = Weit Fur: | M Neil 


ne ne, it f 


* Walnuts. | 


The River 1 


Malls. 


The River of 
Houſes. SHE 


The River of 
the Palace. 4.4 


The River" o 


me Wally. 


The _ 


Ri ver. 


The River: o 
; Tarnips. 


The River" of 
Lethe; rages, 
ſo call 2. | 
The River of 
Guard. 


The Red River; 
anciently Salfus, 


1 i. a4. 4 


( me: Wadalme- Weit EI I The Wer, J 
dina, 3 na. Medina. | City. * of 
ö Ep 2 | oo 
E T7 1 
Guadalqui: Wadalki- Len The. 8 8 
ton, near W. | the Cat, af: the 
Guadix,], þ| firſt; af the other, 

zn Anda?“ the Tn Cor. 

. TTL | OY 
Guadarr# |Wadarrd-'|Wei The andy River 
ma, in N.] ma. 
I Caſtile. |. _ A 
5 Guadarriaa Wadarriſa Weit Ar- The River f 
in the R. S Lead. 
F % of Jaen. | . 5 | 
þ Guadarro -Wadarro- Weit Ro- The River of 1 
man, »ear| man. mann, F 
, Cordoua | | 
7 in Anda?“ | | 
loks:.. $5 es ee e 77s 
I Guadaxica,Wadak- Weit El | The River of 
Fi Eftra;| hira. Kheyr. Plenty, or Abun- 
madd V -l; mad ins 
Guadazele- Wadaſe-Weit El The River of 
f te, in O. lete. Salaat. PRES 
ly TOY 32 | | 
10 Weit Su- Solomon's River 
of liman. F 
| a | 
52 | 
rs n Ana.) ' The River A- 
7 b na; anciently cal- 
4! led Anas. 
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Note, That ſeveral of theſe are the 
Names of Cities and Towns as well as 
Riders. And ] hope theſe few Examples 
uficiently prove my Aſſertion not to be 
groundleſs; the Obſeroation, being intirely 
new, and not altogether a peny. EL” 
Nord to IE. Ido not ſet up for one 
of that Claſs whom the judicious 2 onſ. La 
Motte calls Idolatrous Trauſlators, but hure 
21. . . . 33 7 7 33. £9.30 
taken the Liberty of introducing a Word br 
two where-ever I loo d upon the Senſe to be 
Aefettive without them. What was omitted 
in the French and I have ſupply d, are the 
Contents to Book I. and the Table of Kings, 
&c. at the End of the Work. TheContinu- 
ation and the Index were done by Two Sen- 
tlemen, whoſe Charatters are, I doubt not, 
ſufficient to juſtify their Performances... 
Ttherefore wiſh, upon the Whole, that the 
Publick- may give a candid Reception to 
what is here offer d to their Peruſal; ifuas- 
ty for this Conſideration, That an ORfEXRs- 
was the Patron of the Original, and a 
TowrsfEN D, 1 humbly hope, will caſt a fu- 
" eourable Eye upon my Liabours in this Ver- 
A RO ee e e 
e r A. e. il © 
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Hiſtory is be. 
much our Con- 
1, that J imagin'd 1 
Thing more agreeable to 
tters than, under TOUR 


; IC) L © 3 1 & 4 * 
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11 Dedication. 

glorious Auſpices, to preſent them 
with the moſt memorable Particulars 
thereof; being g perſuaded. that the 
'Publick, accultom'd to ſhew a Reſj pect 
to whatever appears to have rel 
the Honour of YouR ROYAL HIGH- 
NESS's Protection, will give theſe RE- 


VOLUTIONS a favourable Reception. 
when it beholds YouR Name in the 


Front of my Performance. 


Several Princes of the auguſt Blood 


of France, by their, Exploits, 
ſhining Figures 3 in this "Hiſtory ;" 


there will ſtill be this Pine be- 
tween YOUR HIGHNESS and Them, 
that they never ſignaliz d their Valour 


but in order to ſuppreſs the! Power 


of Spain, whereas YOUR ROYAL, 


HIiGHNESS's Sword, is only drawn ii in 

its Favour and Defenſe, 

Two * King oms and a vaſt 1 Pt bro: 

vince, withdraw, rho ben to 

_ eir rightful Soverai 
lion, rere by th 


ign, : and their Re- 


ted Force hs che. n Eaglnd, 


Holland, For L gal, and Savoy, appears 
like an impetuous Torrent threaten- 
ing to bear down the reſt of the 
Mabapchy. „Ne, ill Succeſs of our 
Arms in 1 ae Traly, and the Ne- 
therlands ; the Revolt of Naples, Sicily, 
Sardinia, . and Mayorca; the Loſs of 
Gibraltar, and Pott-Mahon ; tlie raiſing 
the Siege. of Barcelona; the Weak⸗ 
neſs 55 his Catholick Ma jelty s Troops, 
together with his Want of Money, 
ſhakes that Prince's Throne to the ves 
ry. Foundation, and makes the Crown 
totter upon his Head. In an Ex= 
igence and peril ſo evident he calls 
Your ;ROYAL; HehNESS to his 
e 3 and ou no ſooner take 
n LoukskIf the Command of 
ble Army, but the Ene mies of that 
Monarchy, Who, till then, from Con- 
queſt to Conqueſt, had gone on with 
an amazing Rapidity, are forc'd to 
pk, a Stop to their Progreſs,.. and 
glad to ſtand upon the Defen- 
rere An One R we You com- 


RL a pel | 


ock eps, eee — 
its red doubted 1 fall «© Leun 
2 Ahe eg e of . _ in 

te of all ke Advantages ''whi oy 
A Place enjoys 1 Sc its bag 
tuation, and the xt 
of thoſe who er its Defenſe, 
OU carry it in Twenty Days a 
ter the opening YouR Trenehes. 80 
many Conqueſts in ſo ſhort an Ig 
terval ff Tine reſtore A re e re 


17 


| | Infallibly. os deer thoſe. Real ms 
| from all their Diſquiets, if, by Y per- 
| naicious and deteſtable Politicks, his 
1 Eatholick Majeſty's ſecret Enemies had 
' not put a ſudden Stop 10 the. 5 
=: wen of ' Your Arms. bi te yo 
| - For how many more Advag 
} s s the 1 Nation 0 to Your 


| - ar SO. _ROYAL 


till ; : ; a, 


a [ : by eee übe w, — | 
Þ gy ai 4 TV J . LHIGHNE SS — 
fu!” to: maaintanr i wy as 


— 
— — — — thei — b | 
aſe Al Anke 
Four — ere mu wo — 
f 8 gubjects b J a 
— — in dun Pro- 
vindes; he mabhes powerfl 


ul. Levies 
and Armaments both by Sea an Lund, 
atid brings Your ROYAL HIGHNESS 
under che nielindchdly. Neceſſity: of 
being: ublig't to draw your word 
ait a People in whoſe) Defenſe 
You mud, upon ſo many Occaſions, 

ds, On Perſon. Bur do Tou 
e big * {> Goal: 21701 100 8.03: 1-0 


„ * - *% >» * 2 


, , I ati hs on EE 


„ 


* Cardindl Alberon. 


b 2 | * wt which Fortune — the 
| 8 * Meru — 4 


5 — — act 
YL: kad i dnt — hau tem maks 
them? Sactifice;-of alb cha 
you rake um tbemiby — 


fob. oily Lor's Benpeka be ie 
Branch has In 1 Tau- 
J more A Y 2 5 
— — ah Laurels wich which Wi boys 


adorns Voug T mples-. Val 

no other Views but how 40 reſlabbch 
an indiſſoluble Union between the 
Twol Nations, (xt 1300 209;to N 
Heaven hears Your: Vows::..Thg 
fatal Veil which hid the Truth from 
the Spaniards is rent a under 32:thb 
Tor of. Diſcord . joan Ville 


thoſe People's Eyes are Open d ta rhei 


real Intereſt, and hey give: their Gor 
Lent toa Sen oe of of which Thies 


op g , * k 4 % * 8 3 =» 
7 - „. 1 2 *. 8 * 7 5 9 WW - s wo» \ hat 
SEE FOULAL INI The : 


N 8 


umtage 1 — pins wo 


n o Neight 
of diſturbing it! The famous Treaty 


Vatter Piece of Politicks which"alowe 


hi Nb for be a 5 


dae 
Sa What ( * Fs | 


ben e mhaintain Ti "ae 


1on-Wealth,” and to“ — 
bours even the. Deſſi 


Alliance is one of 'thoſe 


fl fficie tte eternize TVU. 
by — it Was not aceothþa- | 


are no leſs glorious to You than they 
are 3 and! advantageous th Us. 


80 many new Rules for rectifying the 
Form of Government, ſuch indefati. 
gable Application to infuſe into our 
Young Monarch Maxims, unexring, 
equitableycuft; 'tb make his Subjects a 
happy People, are Monuments of a Sas 


gacity, a Capacity, and a Love for 


Your-Conntry which will efface the 


Gl all thoſe who, from the very 


W of our Monarchy, have go- 
a-2 vern d 


274. by ran Infinity of others When 


— 'tom- 
and turbulent Times of the 
Minorities of our Princes. Detgar 
Ileaye to others rhe — cxands 
mitting io Poſterity VuR ROxral 
Hohes Zeal for Religion, the 
protection Lou give to Learning and 
Sciences, the pertect Knowledge You 
bave of all that Dee within; The 
Reath vf human Comprehe and 
cogfine y ſelf only to. aſſute- Four 
ROXI. HIGH NSS Af the profirund 
Reſpest with which! L am, may it 
eie Touß ROYAL HIGHNESS,, 
545 ard; 0 T 07 nrg ef or 918 
J ox Norsk Handke ; 
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1 EXT. our oon, the E. 

l > ety ory of Spain ic, beyond. all | 

. | Sx R&j Conrradifiion, that whereto 

5 doe ought to have the great- . 
NE oft Regard ; fince from the 


very firſt Foundation of that 
 Þ/ Monarchy, we bane continually been ei- 
| 4 ther united y reciprocal.. Alttances, or 
7\N £2245 in Wars againſt it, ſometimes 
% maintain, aud . ſometimes to diſpute 
> Nl Rights or Pretenſjons, which Conteſts could. 
Fol "ONE on. 695 to 6 9 vi till 2 
87 appy Acce(ſuon of Philip the Fifth to that 
3 Throne. Theſe Rights. and Pretenſions, 


7 
un ratoaſs 4 "_ debated, either by 
1 EEE 


5% Ny 79getber with the conf 4 * Trade whi 2 


i The PREFACE. 
for ſo many Centuries, we haze carryd 
on with the Spaniards; ſeem ſufficient to 
Baue given us a perfett Knowledge of 
rde moſt. er an, Ecents that have 
Bappen a ou a People with whom 
we are oblig d, either by Neceſſuty or 


E. 1 
* 


Politics, to be frequently concern d, 


and who, beſides, are ſeparated from 
1, only by a Chain of Mountains which 
ferove for a Barrier to both Nations. 
Tt muſt, however, be acknowleds d, 
that, 4 a Fatality ſcarcely to be com- 
prebended, we are better acquainted with 
the Aﬀairs of the moſt remote Regions 
than we are with what has been tranſ- 
atted in a Realm ſo contiguous to our on. 
There are ſo very few Perſons who can 
boaſt of their Knowledge in the Spaniſh 
Hiftory, that it ſeems as if ſome invi- 
fible Hand had been wholly employ d to 
_ conceal it from our Sight under the Folds 
F an obſcure Veil, or that the Eyes of 
the moſt clear-fighted had been darken'd 
by fome fatal Charm. „ 
From whence, then, can proceed ſo pro- 
found an Ignorance in a Subject which, 
for ſo many Reaſons, ſhould have been ſo 
familiar to us *® Was it for Want of Wri- 
ters, ſeduloufly curious in collecting Mo- 
naments of Antiquity to tranſmit them to 
Poſterity * Certainly it was not; faince 
Spain alone has produc d more Hiſtorians, 
„ Chro- 


Chronologiſte, and Geographers, than allt 
| the Nations. of Europe put together, as ir 
plainly demonſtrated in the excellent Per- 
formance which Don Nicholas Antonio Bas 
publiſh'd under the Title of Bibliotheca Hi- 
ſpanica, where are to be ſeen the Names 
of more than Five Hundred Authors who 
have treated of the Eftabliſhment of their 
Monarchy; of the Form of Government, 
as well Eccleſiaſtical as Political; of 
the Genius of their Nation, Cuftoms, Man- 
ners, Mars, Conqueſts, Increaſe and Re- 
volutions. There is not one Province in 
the whole Peninſula, be it ever ſo ſmall, 
hat has not its H .- Hiſtory, and 
te moſt inconfiderable Cities have like- 
: | wiſe theirs. Fi . NS. KI. 
a 8 Aotwithfanding all theſe Heaps of Wri- 
inge, which ſeem to have been written 
or our Inftruftion, even Spain itſelf is in- 
's Wl ceſſantly frghing for an unbiaſs d and intelli- 

gent Hiſtorian, to baniſh and expel from 
4 I its Hiſtory thoſe Monſters which hace been 

the Of-ſpring either of Tenorance or Par- 
0- I tiahity, and which disfignre all its 
, Beauties. We „ Y | y 06 
fo We term Monſters, T hoſe proud and lof- 
"i- I ty Cities which one Eſcolano confidently 
1o- | affirms to have been founded in Spain long 

before the univerſal Deluge: The pre- 
tended Reign of Tubal, Fifth Son of Ja- 
phet: - The fſantaftick Voyage of Noah 's 
| : the 
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the Aſturias and Galicia, æubither, accors - 
ding to Florian D'Qcampo, and ſeveral 
other Hiſtorians as difengenuous, and as 
little exatt as himſelf, - a oolent Love for 
his Grand-ſon Tubal braught him, with 
a Nefign of afſifting. him in the Govern- 
ment 'of his new Realms: The Reigns of 
Iherus, Hiſpal, Heſper, Gerion, Hercules 748 
Lybian, Abides, Gargoris, Teſta, Hiſpan, 
Atlas, Siculus, Luſus the Son of Bacchus, 
and many other chimerical Monarchs, 
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who never exiſted but in the Imagination, 
or, at fartheſt, in the Works of- Poets, 
who amuſe their Readers with Fables ins 
gentoufly inzented, and which the greats 

eſt Part of the Spaniſh Hiſtoriant have 
been pleas d to adopt as autheutick Points 
of Hiftory, notwithſtanding they have all, 
in the Main, no more of Reality in them, 
than there is in Don Quixote de la Man- 
cha Encounter with the Wind-Mills, or 
Sancho Panca's Gp rument in the I/le of 
Barataria, | TY 
That fo may Errors and Fittions ſhould 
bave prev::11'd over the Truth, as to: what 
concerns the Hiſtory of thoſe ſo remote Ages, 
of which we can recover nothing but un- 
certain Memoirs, we oueht not to be fo 
greatly ſurpris d, fince it is fuſfciente 
ty known, that almoſt all the Natiens of 
the Earth are oblig d to fetch ridiculous 
Origiuals from the Boſom of Fable. po 
A ; ice 


Deren 


bt} | ; 
; 5 8 2 8 * — 
he PRE F ACE. v 


fauce the Declenſion of the Roman Em- 
pire, upon the Ruins whereof the Mo- 
an of Spain was eftabliſh'd, That the 
Spaniſh, Hiſtorians ſhould obſtinately per- 
fift in dliſguiſiug the Truth in Order to 
enhaunce the Glory of their Nation by a 
falſe Honour, is what one would ſcarce 
Bade Faith enough to believe, were we 
not fully convincd thereof by lamentable 
COR. not 4 ne 
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e muſt however allow, That Spain has, 
from Time to Time, produc'd very great 
Men, to whom we are indebted. for abun- 
dance of curious Reſearches, which. are 
of N Uſe to give us an Inſigbt into 
the Spaniſh Hiftory from the Time of the 
Turkghts of the Goths, Sueves, Vandals, 
Alans, and Silinges, down to that of the 
Moors. Among ft theſe Searchers of Anti- 
quity we cannot beſtow too many Encomiums 
upon Viclara and St. Iſidor Archbiſhop of 
Seville. - No N ST. Vi x 
The Firſt of theſe Hiſtorians, after he 
had ſpent his whole Eſtate in building 
the Abby of Viclara in Catalonia, retir “ 
thither himſelf to ſerve for an Example 
to bis Monks by the Santtity of bis Life. 
He was calld John, and took for his 


Surname the Name of his Abby, fo that 
be is known by no other Appellation thay 
that of Vielara. He wrote a Chronicle of 
all the moſt memorable Events that had 

gappen d 
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Happen d in Spain, and was made. Biſhop 
of Girona. He liv'd in the Sixth Centu- 
ry, a Time of Diſorders and Ignorance, 
upon which Account his Style is ſomewhat 
groſs and unpolite. He is very eat; 
but is ſo ſuccinct, that one can only find, 
in his Work, wherewithal to re-eftabliſh 
the Chronology in ſome Places where it has 
been confounded by the Modern Hiſtorians, 
and dpeciaty by Florian D'Ocampo and 
Mariana. There is ſome Appearance, that 
Viclara defignd to inlarge upon the | Hi- 
ftory of his Country, but that his necef- 
ſary Attendance upon his See prevented him. 
F. Iſidor, in the Thirty Firft Chapter of ll © 
his Boox Of Authors, mentions him as 
à Perſon of profound Literature, and di- }, 
ſtinguiſhing Merit. IF: 


Te. G wu. 


Maximus, Biſhop of Saragoſſa, Jie d very r 
near the ſame Time as Viclara, and, ik 5 
him, compos d a compendious Chronicle of , 


the moſt remarkable Tranſactions in the j; 
Wars wherewith Spain was agitated from I“ 
the Decadency of the Roman Empire down 7 
to his own Times: But, to the great :: 
Pl her 75 oo ranks" ; that Work © 
4s intirely loft. St. Iſidor ſpeaks very much 
to his ; © ob in 4 Thirr Third 
Chapter Of Authors, as does li ketviſe St. 
Idelfonſo in Bis Sixth Chapter. He died 
in the Beginning of the Seventh Century. = . 
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Fr. Iſidor, Archbiſhop of Seville; Fflou- 
riſbd at the End of the Sixth and the 
Beginning of the Seventh Century. He was 
ſurnam'd The Younger, to diſtinguiſh him 
from Iſidor, Biſhop of Cordoua. His Fa- 
ther was Soberanus, Duke or Governor 
of Carthagena, and the Province depend- 
ing thereupon, from whence he deducd 
his Original, and his Mother was a Lady 
of very great Virtue, whoſe Name was 
Turtura. He was Brother to $t. Leander, 
z hom he ſucceeded in the Dignity of Me- 
tropolitan of Seville in the Tear 595, ac- 
cording to ſome Hiſtorians, or according 
to others, in 597, or the Beginning of 
598. He was a Prelate of very deep 
Learning in all Kinds of Literature. 
Indeed, whether it was that the Memoirs 
he wrought upon were not exatt, or that 
he wrote with ſomewhat too much Par- 
tiality for his Country, or whether he a 
little too much precipitated his Fudement 
upon Points of Hiſtory, he has given 
K oom for the Criticks to attack him, ha- 
00 been convinc d of ſeveral Anacroniſms, 
and abundance of very confiderable Er- 
iy; as well in * ion as 
of Geography, for which one muſt be 11 
on _ 2 when we read his T 3 
of Etymologies, his Chronicle from the 
Beginning of the World to his own Time, 
and his Hiſtory of the Sueves, 8 
| and 
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and Goths. He died on the Fourth. of 
April, in the Year 636, having govern d 


the Church of Seville with ſuch Applanſe, 


that the Fathers of the Eighth Council 
of Toledo, which was call the ſame 
Year in which he died, and not Seventeen 
Tears after his Death, as Morery erro- 
neouſly affirms, gave him the Title of The 
Excellent Doctor of our Age, and the Ca- 
tholick Church's ne Ornament, ar it is 
expreſs d in the Acts of that Council, ac- 
cording to the Sentiment of Bollandus, and 
f Don Nicholas Antonio in the Third 
Chapter of the Fourth Book of his Bibli- 
otheca Antiqua. St. Braulio, Bzſhop of Sa- 
ragoſſa, and St. Idelfonſo, in their lear- 
ned Treatiſes Of Authors and Of Illuſtri- 
ous Men, make Mention of the Works of 


this great Man, upon whom ſeveral Things 


are father d which are thought not to be of 
his writing: But no Body ever diſputed his 
being the Author of a Volume of Etymo- 
logies, divided into Twenty Books; Ano- 
ther in Two Books treating of The Dif- 
ferences of Voices, or the Propriety of 
Words; A Chronicle from the Beginning 
of the World down to the Fifth Tear of 
the Reign of the Emperor Heraclius, and 
the Fourth of that of King Sigebert; A 
Book of the Hiſtory of the Sueves, the 
Vandals, and the Goths, and Another Of 
Authors and Of Illuftrious Perſons Mo- 

15 #87 


mat D SYS i se:inv as... 


The PREFACE ix 


eder bas the Curigſity of being inform d of 
all the reſt of bis Works, and of which 
we make no Mention becauſe they are no- 
thing relating to our Subjett, may be fully 
{atisfy'd in the Bibliotheca Hiſpanica of 
Don Nicholas Antonio, aud in the Bibli- 
otheque Eccleſiaſtique of the Abbot Dupin. 
We have Three Editions of &. Ilidor's 
Works; One printed at Paris, in 1580, 
by Margarin de la Bigne ; Another for the 
which we- are indebted to the Care of 
Dom Jacques de Bruel, a Monk of Sz. Ger- 
main des Prez, publiſhd in 1602; and 
the Third printed at Cologne, in 1618. 
In the ſame Century lis'd. St. Idelfonſo, 
Archbiſhop of Toledo, who compos'd an 
Infinity of valuable Performances, which 
were collected by St. Julian, his Succeſſor, 
his Chronologiſt, and his Abridger. A. 
mongft which great Regard is had to the 
Continuation he made to St. Ifidor s Hi- 
flory of the Goths, &c. from the Fourth 
Year of King Sigebert down to King Re- 
ciſuint, - according to the Sentiment of Lu- 
cas de Tuy, who ſpeaks very much in its 
Commendation. One namd Faverdence 
publiſh d ſome other Works under this Pre- 
late's Name, which Don Nicholas Anto- 
nio, in his Bibliotheca Hiſpanica Antiqua, 
and the Abbot Dupin, in his Bibliotheque 
Eccleſiaſtique, prove to have been the Per- 
formances of other Authors, later _ 
8 Fs 
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Sr. Idelfonſo. Two Letters ef bis are 

likewiſe held in bigh Efteem, which he 

wrote to Querico, Biſhop . of Barcelona, 

and which were firſt publiſh d by Dachery 

in his Spicilege, and afterwards hy Car- 

Adinal D'Aguirre. It is pretended, that 

he wrote him ſeveral others which are not 

come to our Knowledge, which is a very 

great Loſs to the Republick of Letters, 

fince, according to the Sentiment of Don 

John de Ferreras, we might, From them, 

have receivd a confiderable Light into 

the Tranſattions both of the Age be lio'd 

i; in, and of thoſe which preceded it. He 
9 1 died in 667, after he had govern'd the 
Church of Toledo, with an indefatiga- © 

ble Zeal, from the Tear 658. | K. 

Towards the Concluſion of the ſame Cen- c] 

tury flouriſh d St. Julian, Archbiſhop of 

Toledo, who diſtinguiſh d himſelf by bis || '* 

Piety, and by a great Number of Wri- fo 

tings, ſome Part of which have been pre- fu 

ſerd d, and the reſt all periſhd under I 

= the Ruins of the Gothick —.— The Nl” 
1 Learned ſpeak very advantageouſly of the & 
"i Hiſtory of King Wamba's Mar againſt Paul G. 
in Gallia Narbonenſis, which has been be 

inſerted in the Firft Tome of the French 17 

Hiſtorians, Du Ducheſne, as likewiſe in J 

the Chronicle of the Gothiſh Kings, which 2 

the Spaniards have publiſb under the , 

Name of Vulſa, for Want of underſtand- bes 
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ing the Meaning of the Cypher JU LSE, 
which ſignifies Juliani Sancti Epiſcopi, by 
the Intelligence whereof he is known to 
have been the Author of that Work, in- 
aſmuch as he brings down his Hiſtory 
to the Coronation of King Egiza, whom 
ge calls his Lord, Domini noſtri, intima- 


ting in all the Narrations he wrote, that 


he lib d at the Time when the Princes 
he treats of were both proclaim'd, con- 
ſecrated, and buried ; ſo that the Learn- 
ed are poſitively perſuaded, that this 
Chronicle 1s his. He died in the Tear 
690. BY 
Iſidorus Pacenſis rote, in the Eighth 
Century, a Latin Chronicle, which be- 
gins at the Time of the Emperor Hera- 
clins, and ends at the Tear 754, when 
he died. As he was an Eye-Witneſs of 
the Irruption of the Moors, and the De- 
ſolation of Spain, he gives a more faith- 
ful Account of theſe Epocha's than any 
other Hiftorian ſoever : But as he lid d 
in an Age of the obſcureſt Ignorance, his © 
Style has a very large Share of the 
Groſſneſs of his Time: It is obſero'd to 
be of an uncouth and barbarous Contex- 
ture, which renders the Reading difficult 
and unpleaſant. Beſides thoſe Barbariſms, 
his Manuſcript either through Tenorance, 
or the Infidelity of the Tranſcribers, has 
been ſo ſtrangely alter d and digfgur d, 

Vol. I, b that, 
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that, notwithſtanding all the Care Ptu- 
dentius de Sandoval took in the Edition 
he publiſh'd at Pamplona, M. de Marca, 
in the Firſt Chapter of the Second Book 
of his Hiſtory of Bear, ingenuotiſſy avows, 
That he met with ſeveral Places which 
ſeem'd to him to be unintelligible; and 
we might have deſpair d of, ever reaping 
the leaſt Advantage from the Lights that 
Prelate has left us, had not the Abbot 
de Longuerue came in very opportunely to 
our Affiftance. } 

This intelligent Hiſtorian, who has a | * 
Knowledge in almoſt all the Languages 
in the Univerſe, and is a very great Ma- , 
ſter of the Arabick, being no longer able , 
to ſuper this precious Monument of An- 7 
tiquity to remain buried, and, as we 


| may Jay, wholly uſeleſs ro thoſe who de-, 
fire to apply themſelves to the Study of fl , 


the Spaniſh Hiſtory, undertook to reco- 
ver it out of the Obſcurity into which 
either the Tonorance or Neglect of the 
Tranſcriber, had plung'd it, by explain- 
ing it in a Diſſertation he 7,0 to the 
Marguis de Mondejar, a Grandee of Spain, 
and one of the moſt learned Hiſtorians 
this laſt Century has producd, as has 
been already obſerv'd in our Program 10 
our Tranſlation of Mariana, which we 
publiſh'd ſome Time ſince. 


The 
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The ſtrict Ties we had with the il. 
tuftrious Marquis de Mondejar, having 
procur d us a Sight of this excellent Per- 
formance, we found it ſo uſeful and pro- 
per to aſſiſt us in correcting the Chro- 
nology in Marianas Hiſtory which we 
were then tranſlating, that we took a Co- 
py of it, of which we made a very good 
Uſe in our Commentary pon Mariana, 
to the great Regret of ſome envious Per- 
ſons, who could not bear to ſee the great 
Name of the worthy Abbot de Longuerue 
prefix'd to our Work, and usd all imagina- 
ble Endeavours to prevent its being put 
there; and finding that all their In- 
trigues and Cabals were not ſufficient to 
fruſtrate the Publick from the Advan- 
tage it might reap by the Reading of 
that Diſſertation, they had Malice enough 
to publiſh in the World, That the Ab- 
bot de Longuerue, havins committed to 
the Flames all he had written concerning 
Spain, it was impoſſible we ſhould ever 
have been poſſeſs 4 of it; and as this 
they have atteſted is a manifeſt Impo- 
ſture, ſince M. the Abbot de Longuerue 
Hill preſerves the Original of the Diſſer- 
tation in Oneſtion, and has beſides had 
the Goodneſs to communicate the ſame to 
2s, that we might take out ſome Addi- 
tions he had made, we thought we could 
not diſpenſe with acquainting our Rea- 
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ders with the Falſity of the Rumonrs out 
Enemies have ſpread Abroad in Order 
to diſparage the Merit of our ee 
upon Mariana. M. the Abbot Le Grand, 
evho was at Madrid in 1703, and thro 


whoſe Hands the Abbot de Longuerue ſent 


the ſaid Diſſertation to his Lordſhip 
the Marquis de Mondejar, an teſtify the 
Truth of all we ſay; and as a greater 
Proof of the Veracity of this Fatt, | the 
Curious, who underſtand the Caſtilian 
Tongue, have no more to do than to read 
the Preface to the Fourth Tome of The 
Critical Hiſtory of Spain, by Don John de 
Ferreras, Chief Librarian to his Catho- 
lick Majeſty, printed at Madrid in 1716, 
where they may ſee that I am not the on- 
ly Perſon to whom the Marquis de Mon- 
dejar has given a Copy of the Abbot de 
Longuerue's Treatiſe ; ſince, after having 


run over the Names of all the Authors 


he made Uſe of in the Compoſition of his 


Hiftory, he adds theſe Words, V lo que 


miniſtro à un amigo nueſtro, Monſieur de 
Longarrua, verſadiſſimo en las hiſtorias de 
los Arabes, which is to ſay, And that 
which he communicated to One of our 
Friends, Monſicur de Longuerue, a Perſon 
exceedingly well versd in the Hiſtories 
of the Arabs. 85 5 
M. the Abbot de Longuerue, in the 
Preliminary Diſcourſe to his Diſſerta- 
7101 
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tion upon Iſidorus Pacenſis deſtroys, after 
an inconteſtible Manner, the Error into 
which the greateſt Part of the Spaniſh 
Hiſtorians are fallen concerning the Epi- 
thet Pacenſis, which they give to the [cid 
Iſidorus, pretending that Pacenſis ſionifies, 
Of Badajoz. To maintain this Aſſertion, 


b they falſely ſuppoſe, That there are Two l 
celebrate Cities in the antient Luſitania, 
one of which is Beja, whereof Ptolemy 
F makes Mention under the Name of Pax- 
} Julia, and which this Author affirms to 
have been founded by Julins Cxfar, in 
g which he is very much in the Right, 
5 as is eaſy to be juſtifyd by more than 
" 8 Twenty Inſcriptions and other Monuments 
> BW of Antiquity”, The Second is Badajoz, 
" which is ſupposd to have been built by 
N Auguſtus, becauſe by ſome it is call'd Pax- 
© BB Auguſta, imagining that Pliny, after Stra- 
bo, means that City where he mentions 
bat Name. Upon this Foundation, they 
44 pretend that our Iſidorus was Biſhop of 
ry Badajoz, becauſe he is call'd Iſidorus Pa- 
1 cenſis, enherein they are ve groſly mi- £ 
© ftaken, ſays the Abbot de Longuerue, be- 
4 cauſe, in the Time of the Romans, there 
a6 never was but one City which bore the 


| Name of Pax, and that is Beja, which 
eB they ſometimes call Pax-Julia and ſome- 
„times Pax-Auguſta. As a Demonſtration 
vl of this Fatt which has caus'd ſo many 
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Diſputes among ſt the Learned, be lays 4 
great Streſs upon the Attefiation of An- 
drew Reſende, ho, in the Opinion of all 
the World, is the moſt learned Antiquary 


the Sixteenth Century ever produc d, who, 


writing to his Friend Vaſeus concerning 
the City of Beja, alſolutely ſays, T hat 
Julius Cæſar, who was the real Founder 
thereof, calls it Pacem-Juliam, from his 


own Name Julius ; Pacemque Juliam a ſe 


adappellavit. He adds, That afterwards, 
the Emperor Auguſtus hauing embelliſb d, 


and conſiderably augmented it, gave it 


his own Name; ad quam ſab Auguſto 
perventa Julii cognomen in Auguſti muta- 
vit: But he ya that it bore that 
Name but a very little Time, and that 
it ſoon retook the Name of its firſt Foun- 


der; quod tamen din non retinuit, quam 


priùs in gratiam Conditoris invaluiſlet, 


It is in vain, continues this profound 
Searcher of Antiquity, that any ſhould 
inquire of me, How it could ever be 


that one and the ſame City ſhould be 


call Auguſta by Strabo, and Julia by 
Others? IT ſhould then, in my Turn, ask 
thoſe Inquirers, For what Reaſon the 
City of Cadiz has been call'd Auguſta 
and Julia-Gaditana, as Pliny atteſts at 
the End of his Fourth Book ? Quod fi 
interroges, fi una eademque eſt, cur ergo 
ab Strabone cognominatur Augiſta, que ab 
* | Do allis 
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aliis Julia? Interrogabo ego ſimiliter, Ga- 
ditana Urbs cur & Auguſta, & Julia Ga- 
ditana adappellatur, confirmante id Plinio 
in ſine Lib quarti ? Ns 

When the Abbot de Longuerue has 
prob d, by Reſende's Authority, that Pax- 
Julia and Pax-Auguſta are but One and 
the ſame City, he vigorouſly attacks thoſe 
who pretend, That, after the Moors had 
made themſelves Maſters of Spain, they 
gave it, or rather chang d the Name of 
Pax-Auguſta into that of Baxaugus, which 

according to Sepulveda, was transform'd, 
by Corruption, into that of Badajoz, of 
which Place he pretends Iſidorus was 
Biſhop : Nam Pax Auguſta, Maurorum corrup- 
tione, in Baxaugus, deinde in Badaxos, de- 
generavit. Alas! How could this Com- 
mutation of the Name Baxaugus into Ba- 
dajoz have been made in the Time of 
the Moors, cries the Abbot de Longuerue, 
ſince that City in the Spaniſh - Eltrama- 
dura which we know, at this Day, un- 
under that Name, was not founded till 
long after the Mooriſh Invaſion ? Which 
demonſtrates after a Manner that will 
admit of no Reply, That it is abſolutely 
impoſſible that Iſidorus Pacenſis could ever 
have been Biſhop of that Place, ſince, 
according to the T eſti mony of all the Hi- 
ſtorians, not One excepted, that Prelate 
lic d at the Time of the Invaſzon of the 


+ Moors; 
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Moors; inſomuc h, that Sepulveda and Barrie- 
108, his Partiſan, make a moſt dreadful Anas 
eroniſm, which Oe the Falfity of their 
Opinion, and clearly juſtifies the Veracit 

of Reſende ? Aſſertion. As to the reſt 
continues the Abbot de Longuerue, with 
that Solidity which is ſo natural to him, 
the City of Badajoz was never. yet call d 
Baxaugus 7 the Moors; and in Order 
to confound thoſe tom and igno- 
rant Etymologiſts, be demonſtrates, by the 


Authority of the Geographer of Nubia, 
T hat the Moors, when they founded Ba- 


dajoz, gave it the Name of Batalios, a 
Name which is found Thrice repeated in 


the Arabick Text of this Author, which | 


was printed at Rome. After this, he 
makes it appear, That Novierre, Ibnal- 


Gothia, and all the reſt of the Arabian 


Authors, are of the ſame Sentiment ; and 
that Roderic de Toledo, who has follow'd 
them, ſays, in the Forty Seventh Chapter 
of his Hiſtory of the Moors, That the 
Mooriſh Emperor, Joſeph or Yuſouf Ben 
Teſſifin, obtain d a ſignal Victory over the 
Chriſtians near Batallos. [or Batalios.] 
After the Abbot de Longuerue has 
prov'd, That Iſidorus Pacenfis zwas Biſhop 
of Beja, and not at all of Badajoz, he ſays, 
That this Chronologiſt is the Firſt who 


ever wrote concerning the Invaſion of the 


Moors, n Latin, and that it is intirel 
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fo Bim alone that we ſtand indebted for 
the Kncwledze of the true Epocha of that 
famous Battle at Guadalete in . which 
that unfortunate Prince Don Roderic pe- 
riſhd, after he bad beheld his whole © 
Army cut in Pieces and the Glory of the 
Spaniſh Nation buried under its own 
Ruins: An Epocha of ſo much the greater 
Importance, ſince thoſe of the Re-eftabliſh- 


ment of the Empire of the Goths, and of 


the Eftabliſhment of all the Dynaſties which 
were afterwards form'd in Spain, wholly 
depend upon it, after the ſame Manner as 
the Branches of a Tree receive their 
Nouriſhment and Subſtance from the 


Trunk or Body thereof. 


It is to be wiſhd, that our Iſidorus 
had been as exatt in reporting the Events 
which follow'd the Invaſion of the Moors 
as he has been in fixing the Day and 
Near when that Battle which decided 
the Fate of his Country was fought : But 
whether it is that the Unfaithfulneſs of the 


 Tranſcribers have alter d bis Original, 


as there is abundance of Probability they 
did, or whether the inglorious Bondage 
under which the Chriſtians, of the Time 
when he wrote, labour d, was the Cauſe 
that he could not get exatt Intelligence, 
we know not ; but it is certain, that in 
the Edition of his Works publiſh'd by San- 
doval, zwe meet with Anacroniſms zwhich 

; 7ntirely 
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entirely disfigure all the Beauties of his 


Chronicle, and which occaſion thoſe who 


read him to run a great Hazard of lo- 
fing their Way in following him, when 
they are not tn a Condition to corrett his 
Errors by a fperfeit Knowledge of the 
Arabian Authors, who alone have very e- 
attly follow'd the Order of Time whenever 
they wrote of the Afﬀairs of Spain. Don 
John de Ferreras, in the Fourth Tome of 
his Hiſtory of Spain, deplores his Country's 
Misfortune, in not being able to find ſo 
much as one of its Natives learned enough, 
or ſo zealous for the Truth of Hiſtory, as to 
andertake the Correction of this precious 
Monument of Antiquity, and might have 
deſpair d of ever ſeeing his Defires ac- 
compliſh'd, if the Abbot de Longuerue had 
not happily taken it in Haul. 
This Great Man, always ready to 
ſerve and oblige the Lovers of Learning, 
underſtanding that Father Pagi was em- 
ploy d about a Criticiſm upon the Annals 
of Baronius, and that he was at a Lufs 
to know how he ſhould rectiſy the Chro- 
nology of the Spaniſh Hiſtory, generauſ/ly 
Herd him his Aſſiſtance, and furniſh'd 
him with Memoirs, which we may affirm 
to have been of cery great Uſe to that 
learned Critick; and, by the amicable 
Correſpondence he had with the Abbot de 
Longuerue, be bad certainly carry d Mat- 
| 761 
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| ters t0 a much greater Length, had not 
Death interrupted the Progreſs of bis 
Studies. MN | | | 
After the Deceaſe of Fatber Pagi, the 
Abbot de Longuerue ſent the Diſſertation 
before ſpoken 9 the Marquis de Monde- 
jar, wherein he perfectly rettifies all the 
Myftakes which had efcap'd the Tranſcri- 
bers of Iſidorus Pacenſis, by an exatt Re. 
conciliation he has made of the Chronology 
of this Prelate with all the Arabian A 
thors, and the modern Spaniſh Hzftorians, 
and gives a Chronological Table incompa- 
rably more exact and regular. than that 
which is in the Library of the great Col- 
lege of Acola, which is to be ſeen at 
Paris in the Mazarine Library ; inſomuch, 
that we may venture to affirm, That in 
the Condition in which we found this 
| Chronology, through the Means of the Ab- 
; bot de Longuerue's Diſſertation, we have 
brought to Tight an infinite Number of 
Is Particulars, of which, we dare ſay, no 
ſs | French Hiſtorian had ever the leaſt 
o- = Knowledge till now ; and we flatter our- 
Ty ſetves, that our Readers will think them- 
"7 I [ehves obligd to us, eſpecially when they 
hall perceive the erroneous Prepoſſeſſions 
at if the Spaniards, concerning the Epocha x 
the Mooriſh Invaſion, to be intirely confu- 
ted and deftroy'd. 8 
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As to the reſt, wwe cannot but take No- 
tice, That Iſidorus Pacenſis, beſides his 
Chronicle, wrote an Hiſtory of the Wars 
the Moors had among themſelves in the 
Times of Belgi, Abdelmalec, 'Thoaba, and 
Yuſouf, as he himſelf confirms, and gives 
that Work the Title of Dierum Szculi. 
There is a great Probability, that du- 
ring the cruel Perſecution the Chriſtians 
7 7 from the Infidels, that excellent 
Book was loft, at leaſt there is no Copy 
of it to be found in any Library through- 
out Spain ; and notwithſtanding all the 
Diligence we have usd for more than 
Twelve Tears, we could never meet with 
one fingle Perſon who can boaſt of his 
having either read or ſeen it, which is 
an irreparable Loſs to the Republick of 
Learning. 8 
By all wwe have been ſaying, it is no 
diffcult Matter to comprehend what great 
Labour and Fatigue we have been at 10 
diſiutricate the confus'd Chaos which was 
diſpers'd quite through the Spaniſh Hiftory, 
from the Decadency of the Roman Em- 
pire till the Tear 754, in which Iſidorus 
Pacenſis died, having had no other Guides 
than the Authors we have been menttoning, 
for that long Space of Time; and te 
Should have utterly deſpair'd of ever be- 
ing able to carry on the Chronological Or- 
der, or to delicer the remarkable Facts 
| that 
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that occaſion d thoſe Revolutions which 
have happen d in Spain, had we not very 
ſeaſonably met with the Manuſcript Chro- 
nicle of Albayda, which ends at the Tear 
883. | _ 

The Learned have been, for a long 
Time, employ'd in the Diſcovery of the true 
Author of this Chronicle, without ever be- 
ing able to gain their Point. All that 


they could find out, of any Certainty, is, 


That the Perſon who wrote it, ſays him- 
ſelf, that he was a Subject to the King 
Don Alphonſo the Third. Don Joſeph Pel- 
licer, notwithſtanding his Accuracy, is 
groſly miſtaken in fathering this Work up- 
on One Dulcidius, a Prieſt of Toledo; 
and to convince the World of his Error, 
it ſuffices to know, That the Author of 
that Chronicle, in ſpeaking of Dulcidius, 
ſays, that the King Don Alphonſo ſent him 
to Cordoua with Letters of Credence to 
conclude a Peace with the Moors ; prop- 
ter quod, & Rex noſter Legatum nomine 
Dulcidius Toletanæ Urbis Preſbyterum cum 
Epiſtolis ad eos direxit, Septembri menſe 
diſcurrente. By theſe Words it appears, 
that the Author of the Chronicle ſpeaks of 
Dulcidius as of a Perſon different from him- 
ſelf; and very far from his being the 
Author of the Book, he was ſent to Cor- 
doua, in Quality of Don Alphonſo's Em- 
baſſador at the very uncture when the 

Perſon 
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Perſon who ſpeaks made an End of wri- 
ting it. But however that was, this 
Chronicle is an excellent Work, as to what 
it contains; and Don John de Ferreras 
holds itinſuch vigh Eſtimation, that in 
the before-cited Tome of his Hiſtory, he 


ſays, That it is a great Misfortune that 


Nobody had ever undertakeni to continue 
it, becauſe it is impoſſible to come to the 


K 3 of many Particulars concerning 


the bloody Wars which happen d. in the 


Ninth Century between Mahomet Abenlop, 


or Ben Lop, Abdallah and their Relations, 
wherein the King Don Alphonſo 7he Third 
had a very great Hare. 

After the Chronicle of Albayda, we can- 


not avoid mentioning That of Don Alphon- 
ſo the Third, as a Mort, the Uſefulneſs 


whereof is known to all who are ever (0 
little acquainted with the Spaniſh Hiſte- 


TY. This Great Prince, obſeroi ng that no 
Author had undertaken to write "7 


Thing concerning the Kings his Predeceſ- 
ſors, ſince the Death of King Receſuint, 
at the Sollicitation of One Sebaſtian , 
whom Pellicer believes to have been Biſhop 
cf Orenſe, and who was either Preceptor 
or Chaplain to this Monarch, wrote a 


Chronicle beginnins at the Election of 


King Wamba and ending at the Death 
of bis own Father Don Ordono the Firſt. 
Many have ſuppos'd the ſaid Sebaſtian to 

have 


The PREFACE xv 


have been the Author of that Work : But 
Prudentius de Sandoval, who had it print- 
ed at Pamplona from a Manuſcript Copy, 
belonging to the Church of Oviedo, ſtrauge- 
ly maim d, interpolated, and full of Er. 
rors, poſitively affirms, that Don Alphonſo 

himſelf was the Author, notwithſtanding 


that Manuſcript ſeems to hatt been drit- 


ten in the Name of the ſaid Sebaſtian. 
Had we no other Authority to attribute 
this Work to Don Alphonſo han that of 


Sandoval, we ſhould not think we ran any 


great Hazard in concluding that Monarch 
to have been the Author thereof upon the 
Word of ſuch a Voucher, ſince we know of 
10 Spaniſh Hiſtorian more capable of paſ- 
ſing a deciſive udgment upon a Subject 
of this Nature than himſelf ; but his Opi- 
nion is ſupported by the Atteſtation of Ma- 
riana, of Don Joſeph Pellicer, of Don Ni- 
cholas Antonio, and of all the truly learned 
Men 17 Spain. The Errors wherewith 
the Mov bers have crowded this Chro- 
nicle, oftentimes cauſe thoſe who read it 
to vary in their Sentiments, and we dare 
not venture to adviſe our Readers to 
make Uſe of it _ in confronting it to the 
Works of other Hiſtorians who have the 
Reputation of having been exact in Point 
of Chronology, from the Tear 649, which 
was the Time of Wamba's Election, to 

8 8 6, 
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886, when the Death of Don Ordono the | 


Firſt happen d. | 

Sampiro Biſhop of Aſtorga, in the Ele- 
centh Century, wrote the Hiſtory of "the 
Kings of Leon, from the | Inſtallment of 
Don Alphonſo the Third to the Death of 


Don Ramiro the Third; that is to ſay, 


from 866, to 982. His Style is beautiful 
enough, and his Method eaſy : But rye 
away by a Diſpoſition full of Fire, and by 
a too impetuous Zeal, he often 7 2 tates 


his Fudgment, and does not ſufficiently 


weigh the Failings of the Princes, whoſe 


Actions he writes, againſt their Virtues, 


inſomuch that he frequently paints them 
out in ſuch Colours that they are not to 
be known again when we compare the 
Pictures he has drawn of them with 
theſe of other Hiſtorians, who every Mo- 
ment contraditt him as well in his Cha- 
ratters as in his Chronology ; ſo that one is 
every now and then obligd to deviate 


from his Sentiments and to follow thoſe of 


his Antagoniſts, whoſe Number is too con- 


fiderable not to deſerve the Preference. 


But then again, we owe him this Fu- 


tice, that in ſome Particulars he is fo 


cery plain and eat, that. without his 
Aſſiſtance one could not poſſibly avoid a- 
bundance of Anacroniſms and Fables which 
whey interrupt the Courſe of the Hiſtory, 
and utterly confound the Reader. In a 

| | Mord, 
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Word, bis Hiſtory is one of the leaft faulty 


Performances of any that were written 
in the Eleventh Century, and we cannot 


but acknowledge that we are very much 
indebted to him in whatever we have de- 
liver d of the Reigns of Don Alphonſo the 
Third, Don Garcia, Don Ordono the Se- 
cond, Don Froyla the Second, Don Alphonſo 
the Fourth, ſurnam d The Monk, Don Ra- 
miro the Second, Don Ordono the Third, 
Don Sancho his Brother, and Don Ra- 
miro the Third, his Son. | 
In the Eleventh Century, appear d a 
Monk of the Abby of St. Millan, who com- 
pos d a Latin Book intitled Via Regia, 
which he dedicated to the King Don 
Alphonſo the Sixth. It treats of all the 
Virtues a Soveraign ought to be endow'd 
with, in Order to well govern his Realm. 
He wrote it in Hexameter Verſe, and di- 
vided the Whole into Thirty Six Sections. 
Dr. Ferreras ſays, T hat Father Diego Ma- 
colaeta, a Dyar of the ſame Monaſtery, 
communicated it to him. It contains ma- 
ny Things of great Uſe in the Hiſtory, 
and the Manner in which Dr. Ferreras 
ſpeaks of it, gives us Room to believe, that 
the Reading it muſt needs be of great 
Advantage. But the Book we are next 
going to mention, is of an Advantage in- 
comparably beyond this, and the Aſſiſtance 
we have receivd from it, obliges us to 

Vor. I, 7M recommend 
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recommend it to our Readers, that they 


may not fail to make Uſe thereof whenever | 


Occaſion offers. But as it was never yet 
printed, there are very few Copies of it to 
be. met. with. ky 1.000 * 

It is ſuppos d to be written by a Monk 
of the Abby of Silos, who either through 
| Modeſty or Neglect has conceal d his Name, 


fo that he is only quoted under the Ano- 


nymous Name of The Monk of Silos. This 
Author lic d in the Twelfth Century. He 
gives us the Hiſtory of the Kings of Leon, 


from Don Pelagius, or Pelayo, down to 


Don Alphonſo the Sixth. Don John de 
Ferreras has a Copy of it which was ta- 
ken in the Fourteenth Century. It is one 
of the moſt exact of any that have yet 
appear d. The Author is accus'd of Pla- 
giariſin, and of having ſaid nothing from 
the Reign of Don Alphonſo the Third to 
that of Don Ramiro the Second but what 
is in Sampiro, which gives Room to ſu- 
ſpeft, that the Original containing only 
what was tranſatted from the Middle of 
the Eighth Century to the Beginning of 
the Tenth, ſome other Hand undertook to 
ſupply the reſt. That which is annex'd 
from the Time of Don Ramiro the Second, 
down to the Death of Don Ferdinand the 
Firſt, ſeems neither to be the Performance 
f the Monk of Silos, nor of him who ad- 
ded the Fragment out of Sampiro, 7 uſe 
5 | mu 
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much that in out Manuſcript. 29s 
find the 2 12 Bret 8 erſons. 
However, the Republick, of Learning 7s in- 
finitely oblig d to thoſe Three Perſons, as 
likewiſe it is to Pelagins Biſ of Oviedo, 
who lieu d near the ſame Time as the 
Monk of Silos. 
To that Prelate we are indelted for 
tbe Continuation of Sampiro; from Don 
Veremond the Second. to. Don Alphonſo 
the © Sixth. Sandoval had ſo much Ro- 
gard to this Author, that he caus 'd bis 
2 to be printed at Pamplona. 
One of the moſt important Performances 
that jr in the Twelfth Century, 
is the of Compoſtela, a very beau. 
tiful fon 18 cy is to be ſeen in the 
Bibliotheca Antiqua f Don Nicholas An- 
tonio: Don Diego Gelmirez Archbiſbo 
St. James, causd it be compos'd. b 72 hree 
he Firſt 
of theſe was call Munio, or Martin Al- 
phonſo. He was Treaſurer to the Me- 
tropolitan Church of Compoſtela, and af 
terwards Biſbop of Mondonedo. He was 
a Per. ſon of ſuch great Merit, that the 
or Don Alphonſo. he Seventh' made 
— bis Grand Almoner, and his Secretary 
of State. In 1126, he accompany d that 
Monarch in bis Wars againſt the Saracens, 
and bot bis Life in a Battle in another 
3 be made with him in 11 30, af 
ES. 11 
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of Don Alphonſo he Seventh. | 
The Second was Hugo Biſhop of Porto 
in Portugal. Don Nicholas Antonio ſays, 
that he wur a Frenchman born, and cites 
as a Voucher for that his Opinion Don 
Roderic D' Acunha Archbiſhop of Liſbon, 
who ve — 3 0 
in his thſtory of the Biſhops of Porto. 
The Thi 7 was call 7 Gerard, a Ca- 
non of Compoſtela, and was One of the 
brighteſt Geniuſes of his Ag Don Ni- 


fs reported _ by Sandoval in the. Hiſtory | 


cholas Antonio pretends likewiſe upon the | 


Authority of the ſame Don Roderic D'A- 
cunha, that he was of a French Original. 
In an elegant Epiſtle wrote by D'Acunha 
70 his Friend Vaſeus, are to be ſeen the 
Reaſons that Prelate had to affirm bis 
having left France to paſs into Spain. 
The Encomiums given him by Morales 
and Sandoval, are inconteftable Proofs of 


His uncommon Merit, and lay a great 


Streſs upon the Part he. had in the Com- 
poſition of the Hiſtory of Compoſtela , 
which Book wwe recommend to our Rea- 
ders as one of the moſt valuable Monu- 
ments of Antiquity now extant, Beſides 
its great Particularity, which gave Oc- 
caſion to thoſe who compos'd it to collect 
a great Number of Circumſtances which 
other Hiſtorians had left unmention d, 
and which \are very material, it is per- 
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feftly well written, exath and methodical. 
It would be a great Happineſs if it was 


primted; jus there, is Room to fear that 


the Spaniards will. be as negligent in pub- 


liſhing this Work as | they have been in 
Regard 10 fo many ot bers 4 which the 


Publick ftanas in great Nee 


In ſeveral Libraries in Spain is to be 
ſeen a Mamiſcript Chronicle of Don Al- 
phonſo the Seventh, the Author of which 
could never be diſcoverd. It were to be 
wiſh d that it was not ſo much caſtrated 


ar it is, for it is extremely exact, and 


not hing near. ſo clearly unravell'd by the 


 Generality of the other Chronologifts. The 


Author almoſt every wwhere ftrikes into the 
Cauſes of the Events he mentions, ſhews 
their Conſequences, and, by the ju Con- 
nexion be makes thereof, with that 7 
ſome which preceded and ſome others which 
follow'd,”. he very naturally repreſents the 
Moticeg gwhich inducd every Monarch, 
of whoſe Actions he treats, to undertake 
certain Enzerprizes which appear d too 
hazardous, or to deſiſt from others which, 
” all Appearance, ſeem d abſolutely ne- 
CORINNE br OD 
5 the Reign be treats of is, without 
Diſpute, One of the moſt notable ones the 
Spaniſh Hiftory is able to furniſh, it is 
not to be wouder d at if in this . 
= „ cle 
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cle ſereral Paſſages are to be met with 
which preſent to thoſe who peruſe it, an 
ample Subject to reflect upon the Ambi- 
tion of the Grandees,' to whom the Irre- 
gularities of Dona Urraca's Life, and ber 
unjuſt Procedure in Regard to her Son, 
gave Room to make ſeveral Attempts a- 
gainft the Soveraign- Authority under Pre- 
Text of defending” it. The refin d Poli- 
ticks, and the obſtinate Inflexibility of 
Don Alphonſo 2% Firſt, King of Aragon, 
furnanid The Warrior, are therein paint- 
ed out in ſuch natural Colours, that in 
Spite of all the Infidelities of that Prin- 
ceſs towards the King her Husband, the 
Reader is mov d at her unhappy Deſtiny, 
when this able Hiſtorian reprefeits her 
now confin d in an old ruinous Caftle, anon 
expos d, and in great Danger from the 
Cabal and treaſonable Pratt iſes of ber 
own Creatures, and at laſt, to obtain her 
Liberty, reducd to the melancholy Ne- 
cefſity of yielding up the Reins if the So- 
weraignty to her Sn. In a Word, "the 
whole Contents of this excellent Manu: 
ſcript are at once both pleaſing and in- 
fruttioe. But unhappily, the Negligence 
of the Spaniards has ſuffer d the Firſt and 
the Laſt Tears of King Don Alphonſo 0 
be bift, upon which Account the Lovers 
of Hiſtory have a very great Canſe of 
Mortification, as being, amongſt many 
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other Things, deprio'd of a. good Part of = 


the Particulars of the Congneft Alme- 


ria, which this Author had fully deſcrib d. 


He died at the End of the Twelfth Cen- : 


R ; \ 22, 

0 T he Chronicle of the Goths, from the 
Reign of the Emperor Honorius ' down to 
Don Alphonſo: he Firſt, King of Portugal, 
is likewiſe a very valuable Monument of 
Antiquity. - The Perſon who wrote it took 


ſo much Care to conceal his Name, and 


theſe who might hace tranſmitted it to 
Poſterity have taken ſo little, that he is on- 
ly known under the Name of The Anony- 
mous Portugueſe. He was One of the ableſt 
IWriters the Twelfth Century har produc d, 
and many » Advantages may be reap'd' by 
reading] t,t 0, ant) 
The Thirteenth Century was abundant- 
ly more fruitful in Hiſtortans than that 
which preceded it. Several ' Biſhops of a 
very diftinguiſhing Merit, thought they 
ſhould be equally ſerviceable both to Church 
and State in dividing their Time between 
the Duties of a Prelate and thoſe of a 
good Patriot. - One of thoſe who moſt ſe- 


 dulouſly apply d himſelf to diſcharge thuſe 


% important Obligations, was Roderic 
de Toledo. This worthy Prelate, who 
deſcended from one of the moſt illuſtrious 
Families in Navarre, from. his very Infancy 
Jhew'd an admirable Diſpoſition to Learn- 
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ing. His Parents ſent him to Paris, when | 


| be was very young, to proſecute his Stu- 
dies, e e Bade ” Progreſs which 
ſurpris d all who knew him: His Ge- 
_ nius, his perſonal Merit, and virtuous In- 
clinationis, got him ſo great a Reputation, 
that when he return to his native Coun- 


try, he was judg d capable of being em- 
ploy d in Negociations of the moſt delicate 


Natnte. Don Alphonſo the Tenth, Ki 
of Caſtile, and. Don Sancho the Eight 
King of Navarre, who for a long Time h 


been ee” in a bloody War, ſonght to 


put an End to it by a Pence equatly ne- 
ceſſary and defirable to the Subjetts both 
of the One and of the Other : But before 
they coul bring Matters to any Cunclu- 
fron, ſo many Obſtacles preſented them- 
ſelves to obſtrutt it, that the ableſs Ne- 
gotiators deſpair d of | ever reconciling ſo 
many oppoſite Intereſts. This great Work 
was Yeſersd for Roderic, whoſe deep 
Capacity furmonnted all the Difficulties 
which thoſe two Princes flarted at every 


Tuſtant, and concluded a ſolemn Treaty, 
with which both the Caſtilians and Navarrois 


were equally ſatisfy d; and what was ftill 
more honourable to Roderic was, that 
the King of Caſtile was ſo charm'd with 


bis extraordinary Merit, that be with- 
drew bim to his Court, where it was 
not Yong before be gave ſhining 9 
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of the rare Talents which Nature bad ſo 
liberally beſtow'd upon Bim. Don Martin. 
Archbiſhop of Toledo, dying in the Tear 


1208, the King of Caſtile inveſted Don 


Roderic with that Dignity, not finding 
in his whole Dominions a Perſon more 
proper, or better. qualify d to ſucceed in 
that eminent Poft than himſelf, Never 
was a more equitable Elettion made, or 
one that was receiv'd with greater Ap- 
plauſe. . The Reputation of the neto Pri- 
mate - of all Spain reach'd as far as Rome, 
whither he was call'd by Pope Innocent 
the Third, to be conſulted about the Mea- 


ſures he ſhould take to oblige the Chri- 


ſtian  Potentates to undertake the Cruſade 
againſt the Infidels. Upon his Return to 


Spain, He wholly apply d bimſelf in regu- 


lating the Affairs of his Dioceſs, and in 
ſereing bis Prince in the Wars he was 
engag d in againſt the Moors, wwho caus d 
a great Part of Spain to groan under the 


Inglorious Burden of a miſerable Bon- 


dave. 5 8 Fr | | 
" Council being call'd at the Lateran, 
our Roderic returud to Rome, where he 
ſhone, amidſt almoſt all the Prelates of 
Chriſtendom, by the Profoundueſs df bis 
Knowledge, and his uncommon Eloquence, 
whereof he gave moft eminent Proofs in a 
Sermon he preach'd in a full Confiftory be- 
fore the Pope. All the World is acquai _ 
0 


* - 
— < * . { 
82 * r n 2 * : "0 00 
* 3 , LY 7 * £ 
| ,» a ; * 6 3 8 | 
V1 : * & A FRE ; 
h F WP „ 


ed with the great Zeal be erpreſrd in 


maintaining the Rights of his Church a- 
gainſt almoſt all the M. * 43 of Spain, 
who refus'd to acknowleds 

Amidſt his Paſtoral Occupations, with- 
our ever neglecting the Duty he or d his 
Dioceſs, be 4057 d a Pari of bis Time 
10 write. the ory of his\Country ; and 


as it was. impoſſible for him to diſintungle 


the Confufton. which had been introduc d 
 #nto the Works of the greateſt Part of thoſe 
who had written before him without the 
Aſſiſtance of the Arabian Hiſtorians, he 


aſſembled all the maſt learned Interpreters 


He could find in Spain to "tranſlate the 
Arabian Authors who were held in the 
bef Reputation; and as from Time to 
Time thoſe Interpreters furniſh d him 
with Extratts of the Books they had tranſ- 
lated, he made Uſe of them in Chronole- 
gical Order. His Style, without ha. 
ding auy Thing of Aﬀettation, is lofty, 
mageſtick, and elegant, and the Matters 
he treats of are placd in an excellent 


Order. If in ſome Places one meets with 


Epiſodes . ſomewhat too prolix, they are 
nevertheleſs almoſt always neceſſary and 
agreeable, tb tn the Main they have not 
a ſufficient ' Aﬀinity with what precedes 


and comes after, © 


e him for Pri- 
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Typere is obſero'd in bis Works a'too 
great Facility to adopt Fables, and too 
little Circumſpection in the Delivery of 
Fat. But it muſt be allo d, that if 
any Faults are pardonable in an Hiſto- 
rian, thoſe which Don Roderic Bas been 
guilty of merit ſome Manner of Indulgence 
from his Readers. = v0» ng, 
At the Time when he wrote; Things 
which now paſs for © Impoſſibil#ties” were 
loo d upon as Wonders and Miracles; 
and bad be ger d to gainſay\The pre- 
tended Reign of Tubal, and of ſo many 
other fabulous Monarchs, he would have 
been no leſs exposd to the - Execrations 
of his Countrymen, than at this Day any 
one would be who. ſhould pretend to de- 
ny the Coming of St. James into Spain, 
and the Pilgrimage which. the Spaniards 
affirm the Virgin Mary made to Saragoſſa, 


_ where, according o Cardinal 'D' Aguirre, 


ſhe had a long Conference with that 
Apoſtle in the Church of Pilarte, and not 
in that of San Salvador, or St. Saviour, 
as is pretended by the Canons. of this 
What happend 10 Don John de Fer- 
reras about Two Tears ago, is a con- 
vincing Proof, that Archbiſhop Roderic 
was, as 'we may ſay, forcibly compeli d to 
admit the: vulgar Traditions into his 
IWritings, to acid ſcandalizing the * 

W 
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ker Claſs of People. Had he done other- 


eviſe, his Performance would not haue 
fail d of being pointed at with the Fin- 
ger, as was the Sixth Tome of Dr. Fer- 
reras's Hiſtory, for his having intimated, 
That the Apparition of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin in the Church of Pilarte was no other 
than a Pious Fable. N 


On the other Side, this is a Fault that 2 


injures Nobody, becauſe every one knows 
that all the antient Spaniſh Authors, and 
almoſt all the Moderns, have written 
with very fabulous Prepoſſeſſions, inſomuch 
that in this Reſpet?, they are look'd upon 
as the Effeits of a National Diſtempor, 
which, like an old Sore, is become incur 
rable ; and, for that Reaſon, when ever 
"wwe meet with enthuſiaſtic Authors who 
are bigotted to theſe miraculous Fables, 
we fancy ourſelves tranſported into thoſe 


Romantick Countries from whence all 


Truth is intirely baniſb d, and haſten 
ara as faſt as we can to other Re- 
grons. 3 = 
But the Caſe is different when an Aur 
= er 1 which at E Time 
when they might have been Y with 
All the Parity of naked r ger never- 
theleſs no better than notgious: Fiftions. 
For Example; when our Don Roderic 
confounds 'Taric with Tarif; 2when the 


” * 


Jixes the Epocha of the Battle of Guada- 
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lete at the Nur 714; when be brings 
thit her One Hundred and Eighty Thou 
ſand Moors; and when be makes Toledo 
to be taken by the General Mouſa, all 
this may be done without any Manner 0 
Incondeniency But ftill every one of theſe 
Fatts are actually falſe ; fince it is de- 
monſtrated by all the 2 Hiſtori ans, 
That Taric was no other than the Son 
of a Freed Man, uh by his long Servi- 
ces had attaind to Military Preferments 
aiftt — enough to merit the Com- 
mand of Five Hundred Men, and at their _ 
Head to be ſent into Spain with the Count 
Don Julian, in Order to make the firft 
Attempts upon the Andaluſian Coafts ; 
whereas Tarif was a Perſon of high Birth, 
inveſted with the e of Lieutenant- 
General of Mauritania Tingitania under 
the General Mouſa, and who had Orders 
fo come to a general Engagement with 
the King Don Roderic in the Near 711, 
(and "not in 714, as our Hiſtorian pre- 
tends) who inſtead of One Hundred and 
Eighty Thouſand Men, had poſitively no 
more than Twelve Thouſand ; and that 
I certainly was himſelf who took the 

City of Toledo, and not the General 


» If we are asRd, How it could come 


„ Ki paſs that this great Archbiſhop ſhould 
fall into ſuch Inconveniencies ? We 17 * 
| | at, 
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N That, in the T imes he wrote in, ON ER" 


Were in Spain ſo few. good Gnides to fol- 
low, that it is no Matter of Surprise if 


be boft bis Way with thoſe ho preceded 
him; it being certain, that at that Time; 
Iſidorus Pacenſis zwas the only Hiſtorian 
who had made a faithful Report of the 
Facts we have been mentioning ; and 
there is great Appearance that Roderic 


de 'Toledo had no Knowledge of that Au- 


zhor, fince he ſays not one Word of him, 
nor gives the leaſt Hint whereby we may 


conjecture that he ever ſaw his Chronicle; 


inſomuch that the only Monuments capa- 


ble of inftrutting him in the Particulars 


of the Mooriſh Invaſion were the Arabick 
Books; and as be did not underſtand that 
Language, and was oblig d to have Re- 
—_ to the Extratts which the Igno- 
rance of the Interpreters had render d in- 
correct and not to be depended upon, he 
fell into Errors which, ſince his Time, 
gabe been perpetuated in the Spaniſh Hi- 
ftory, and which had ſtill continu d their 
fatal Progreſs, had not the learned Pel- 
licer, the Marquis de Mondejar, and Don 
John de Ferreras ſtoppd their Gourſe by 
the Diſcoveries they have made. | 


* 
. 


In Spite of all theſe Errors, we dare ven- 


ture to propoſe Don Roderic for one of the 
beſt Authors who have treated of the Hi. 
fiory of Spain, notwithſtandins Vaſeus, 
ſpeaks 
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ville, have zorote aſter a praiſe-worthy 


ce Manner, Roderic | de | Toledo · oler ably, 


c and the refit have all wrote nothin 
* but Fables.” Juſtus Lipſus, more indul- 
gent or more equitable towards this Pre- 


late, in the Ninth Chapter of the Firſt 
Book of his Political Notes, ſays, That con- 
ſidering the Time he lid in, bis Works 
Were very good : Bonum quantum potuit 
in tali Avo. Mariana ſpeaks very much 


to bis Advantage. in the Twenty Firſt 
Chapter of the Eleventh Book of his Hi- 


ſtory, as he does likewiſe in the. Fifth 


Chapter of his Twenty Third. Vaſeus, 


in - his Chronicle of Spain, in the Eleventh 


Chapter, ſays, That the Edition which 
was publiſhd by the Son of Antonio Ne- 
brija, 7s full of Interpolations and Faults, 
which he attributes to the Misfortune 
of the Age, or to this Editor's Incapacity 
of procuring corre} Copies; Sed Exem- 
plarium penuria, vel temporum injuria, mirẽ 
vitiatum. He adde, That if any one would 
give himſelf the Tronble to collate the 
Copies and to correct them, this Work might 
be made tolerable : Eos Libros, ſi quis Ex- 
emplarium collatione mendis purgatos, atque 
emaculatos, evulgaret, non adeo aſpernan- 
dum haberet Hiſpania. It is this that the 
Cardinal Enrique, or Henry, of Portugal, 
ts. 22 


Eli 


ſpeaking, of bim, has ſaid, That, © Tro- | 
5 geus Pompeius, Oroſus, and Iſidor of Se- 
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order'd him to do But notwithſtanding 
all the Care this able Hiſtorian took to 
ſatisfy this Prince's Curigity, and of An- 
drew Schottus, zwho collated the Copy be 
had corretted with the corretteft of theſe 
he met with in the Archives of the Me- 


tropolitan Church of Toledo, the Edition 


Be 8 in 1566, Is not much cor- 
refter than that of Nebrija in 1545 ; in- 
ſomuch that except ſome able Critick takes 
#t in Hand, the Works of our Prelate will 
always expoſe the Readers to great In- 
condeniencies, by Reaſon of the great Num- 
ber of Errors with which they abound. 
It is true that Don John de Ferreras, 
in the excellent Hiſtory of Spain ' which 
he has lately publiſh d, makes ſuch fre- 
quent Correttions of the ſaid Chronicle, 


that thoſe who have the * neſs to pe- 


ruſe his Performance may obſerve almoſt 
all the Miſtakes that Prelate, or thoſe 
who tranſoribd his Copy, have commit- 
ted, and may uſe the reſt of Don Rode- 
A - s Writings without fearing to be miſ- 
ed. | | | 
e hade of the Performances of this il. 
Inftrious Prelate ; The Hiſtory of Spain in 
Nine Books, from the Foundation of the 
Monarchy down to the Tear 1243, which 
may be found in the Second Tome of Hiſpa- 
__ Mr; Pap. 26 - 
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The Hiſtory of the Oſtro-Goths, from the 
Year 453, #0 555 : Mich may be Teen 
in the n A 
The Hiſtory of the Huns, Vandals, &. 
from their Original to the Tear 505 ; Pag. 


151. 5 5 i W 
The Hiſtory of the Moors, from the Tear 
570, to 1150, which may be ſeen follow- 


ing The Jardy ; Pag. 162,” . 7 ts 

Laſtly, He wrote the Roman Hiſtory, 
from King Janus, 70 the Tear 708, from 
the Building of Rome, which follows the 
Hiftory of the Moors; Pag. 144. 


Archbiſhop liv'd a longer Time, he would 
have revisd and correfted his Works : 
But going to Lyons in 1245, to aſſiſt at the 
Council that was there call'd, he embark'd 
2 the Rhone in Order to return, and 
ied there on the Ninth of hp a | 
As Mariana has adopted almoſt all 
KRoderic de Toledo's Errors in his Gene- 
„ral Hiſtory of Spain, zwhich we have tranſ- 
. ated, we have taken Care to give our 
Readers Notice of them in our Commen- 
L tary upon that Hiſtory, which. is now 
in actually in the Preſs, 2 5 
» Tobe beſt of all Don Roderic's Contem- 
h Foraries who have treated of the Spaniſh 
a- | 4Fairs, is Lucas Tudenſis, or Lucas de 
I  Tuy. 1 is not poſitively known from 
whence he derivd his Original; but the 
Vor, I. d mof, 


I: is belieud, that had this great 


2 
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moſt common Opinion is, that he was a 


Native of the Kingdom of Leon, where 


Be took the Profe [hon of a Regular Ca- 
non in the celebrated Chapter of St. Idel- 
fonſo, and diftinguiſh'd bimſeff among ft 


Bis Colleagues by his Wiſdom, his Learn- 


ing, and his Piety. TL TI 
The great Deſire he had for Inftrufti- 
on determin d him to undertake a Voyage 
to Rome, from whence he paſsd into 
Greece, where he. apply d himſelf to the 
Collection of whatever was to be met with 
at Conſtantinople worth Notice, and at 
laſt took a Journey to Paleſtine 10 viſit 
the Holy Places, and to do the ſame at 
Jeruſalem ar he had done at Conſtanti- 
nople. At his Return to Spain, he was 
exceedingly concern'd when he beheld the 
Inhabitants of Leon carrying their Super- 
ftition to ſuch a Length, that they in a 
Manner worſhipp'd the Memory of an in- 
famous Tmpoſtor whiſe Name was Ar- 
naud, who under Pretext of a feignd 
Zeal, had ſow'd among ſt them the Er- 
rors of the Albigenſes, of which Hereticks 
He was one of the moſt vigorous Pro- 
teftors. Touch d with the Misfortune of 
bis Compatriots, he wrote a Book in Op- 
Poſition to that growing Hereſy, divided 
into Three Parts, wherein bis great Piety 
* profound Learning merits Admira- 
807; 
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The Fame of his A; 4” og was [0 


ſpread throughout all Spain, that the 
Queen Dona Berenguela advanc'd him to 
the Biſhoprick of Tuy, in the Tear 1277, 
as appears by bis 22 2 Dope Gregory 
the Fourth honour d him in a very ſingu- 
lar Manner, and cultivated an intimate 
Correſpondence with bim. Ki. 
Owen Berenguela finding in her whole 
Dominions no Perſon who was better ac- 
guainted with the Affairs of Spain than 
be, order d him to write its Hiſtory, which 
he perform'd with all imaginable Succeſs. 
It begins at the Creation, and concludes 
at the Era 1274. Some of the Learned 
are of Opinion, that he was Biſhop when 
he began to write that great Work; but 
there are Reaſons to believe the contrary ; 
fence in the es that are ſtill extant 
be gives himſelf no other Title than that 
of Deacon. 8 
At the Hend of his Work he places the 
Chronicle of &. Iſidor, Archbiſhop of Se- 
ville, to which he adds a great Number 
of very material Circumſtances, correfts 
an Infinity of Errors which had eſcap d 
that Author, or which had been intro- 
duc d by bis Tranſcribers. ö 
We are not certain whether we ought 
to charge Lucas himſelf with thoſe that 
were found in bis own Chronicle, or whe- 
ther we ſhould impute them to his Tran- 
; d 2 ſeribers; 
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ſeribers ; but they were ſo very numerous 
in the Sixteenth Century, that Vaſeus 
aſſurs us, That ſome Places were not in- 
zelligible ; Opus eſt pro illo ſæculo non pæ- 
nitendum, ſed vel temporum, vel ſcripto- 
rum vitio, ita de pravatum, ut non facile 
queat à quovis intelligi. Mariana has cor- 
rected ſome of the Faults in an Edition 
he made of this Prelates Works in 1612, 
printed at Ingolſtad in One Volume in 

Quarto, of which the Learned make: ve 
little Account. It is not fo with rhe 
Fragments of his which are in the Ten- 
ty Fifth Tome of La Bibliotheque des Peres, 
Pag. 188. nor in Les Annales Benedictines 
of Father Mabillon, nor in Bollandus, where 
are to be ſeen the learned Remarks of 
Gretſer and Andrew Schottus por the 
Life and Miracles of &t. Iſidor, which 
this Prelate wrote : Inſomuch that the 
Curious may boldly venture to make Uſe of 
them without fearing to be drawn into 
Errors by reading his Works. J 
Alphonſo de Carthagena and Giles de Za- 
mora, immediately after Lucas de 'Tuy, 
wrote upon the Hiſtory of Spain, and for 
a long Time their Performances were in 
fome Oueſt. But fince Criticiſm has 
rous d the Lovers of Hiſtory from that 
tethargick Supinity which for ſo many 
hes had, as it were, ftagnated the 
| inds of ſuch Numbers of People, the 
9 Wo 
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World is ſo far recoeer d from its Pre- 


poſſeſſion in Favour of theſe Two Authors, 
that one ſcarce dares even to quote them, 


fo much are they cry d down upon Account. 


of the Fables and Abſurdities with which 
they have cramm d their Writings. 

2 do not, however, hereby pretend to 
have them intirely baniſh'd from the Re- 
publick of Letters, ſince amidſt ſuch Mul- 
titudes of Errors we meet with, from 
Time to Time, ſome Paſſages in their 


Works which are not to be found either 


in the Authors who went before them, 
nor in thoſe who have come after them. 
But as theſe Examples are very rare, it 
is neceſſary that all who read them 
ſhould firſt draw the Subſtance of the Spa- 
niſh Hiſtory from clearer Streams than 
thoſe which iſſue from their Pens, 
Don Nicholas Antonio, that learned 
and judicious Critick, in the Analyſis be 
gives of their Works, 3 diſcovers the 
{mall Regard he had to them, and we 
refer our Readers to his Bibliotheca An- 
tiqua that they may be fully convincd of 
the Solidity of our Sentiments in this Re- 
ſpeft. The reſt of the Authors who ap- 
pear d in the Thirteenth Century are ſo 
contemptible, that we do not think our- 
ſelves oblig'd even to mention them. ; 
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The Fourteenth Century was incumpa- 
rably leſs fruitful in good Hiftorians than 


theſe which preceded it. We can ſcarce 
find One that treated of the Afairs of 


Spain in general who deſerves to have bis 


Name ſo much as mention d, except it is 
The General Hiſtory of. that Monarcby 


which was written by Order of Don Al- 


phonſo, /urnam'd The Wiſe, or, The Em- 
peror. All the World is ſenſible to what 
a Degree this Prince carryd his Incli- 
nations to Literature, and few are igno- 
rant of the great Progreſs he himſelf made 


in the Knowledge of the Sciences. His 
Aſtronomical Tables wil] remain an eternal 


Monument of his profound Learning ; and 
it may be ſaid, That had he not obſti- 
nately bent himſelf to the Study of Aſtro- 
nomy, and had not been ſo defirous of 
obtaining as perfeet a Knowledge of Fu- 
turity as he had in what was paſt, be 
might hace died with the Reputation of 
Wiſe, which Title had been too Highly 
given him by Flattery. His deplorable 
End is an inconteſtable Proof that bis 
pretended Wiſdom was no better than 
a Kind of Folly, difſenisd and conceal'd 
wnder falſe and deceitful Appearances which 
made him ſeem quite different from what 
be really was. But at laſt the Mask 
ell of, and the Idea which bad been 
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conceiod of him, diſappear'd in. a Mo- 
ment. 8 85 | 
However, being extremely concern'd that 
the noble Atchievements of his glorious An- 
ceftors, ſhould remain buried in the Ob- 
ſcurities of Oblivion, or that at leaſt they 
were difpersd in many different Works, 
and deliver d in a Language which was 
fallen to ſuch miſerable Decay, that it 
was wholly unknown to the greateſt Part 
of his Subjects, be 1 everal Perſons, 
of the beft qualify d for ſuch a Work be 
could find in his Dominions, to collett 
out of the antient Hiſtorians, and the 
Arabian Writers, all the moſt remarkable 
Events which had happen'd in the State 
fence the firſt Coming of the Goths into 
Spain, and to compoſe therefrom a Ge- 
neral Hiſtory in the Caſtilian Tongue, with 
the Intent that it might be generally. un- 
derftood. | 3 | 
The Opinions of the Hiſtorians concern- 
ing this Work, were for a long Time di- 
vided. Some lookd upon it a perfett 
Maſter-Piece, and have valu d themſelves 
upon following it in every Reſpect. The 
reſt could never be prevail 'd with to. take 
it for any other than a Chnjunction of all 
the Errors which a Hundred other Au- 
thors had deliver d, but were not ſo well 
known becauſe written in Latin. 


d 4 Florian 
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Plorian D'Ocampo may be. reckon'd a. 
mong ft the Firft Claſs. To be convinced 


how far he was el, in Favour of 


ri Hiſtory, it ufnices to read the Pre- 


face to that he wrote himſelf. He avows 
with the greateſt Sincerity in_ the World, 
That he e follows it every where. 
But had he not made that ingenuous Con- 
fe Non his Work would have been a ſuffi- 
cient Voucher, ſince he very faithfully de- 
Hivers all the Fables and Anacroniſms 


which are to be found in the Hiſtory in 
Oueltion, and has added a great many 
of his own Invention, as ſhall be obſer d 
zn the Sequel of this Preface. 


Voaſeus, more intelligent and more judi- 
cious than Florian D'Ocampo, gives a very 


N Judgment of this Hiſtory. The 


Truth is, he does not deny its being a 


&ery copious and diffuſe Work, and that 
it is commendable for the Beauty and Ele- 
gancy of the Language in which it is 
eoritten ; but at the ſame Time that he 
is commending it upon that Account, he 
renders it extremely contemptible in ſaying 
that it is full of Faults : Opus copioſum, 
& antiquo illius temporis idiomate venera- 
bile, ſed mire vitioſum. Morales and San- 


doval uſe almoſt the ſame Expreſſjous as 


Vaſeus, 


Amidſt 


. , Coe PO ON SITY 
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Amidſt ſuch a Multitude of Defects, 


we find therein an Infinity of Matters ex- 


cellently curious, material, and important, 
which render this Hiſtory very neceſſary ; 
and provided it is read with Precaution, 
great Advantages may be reap d from it; 
inſomuch, that whoever is poſſeſs d of this 
Book may be abſolutely without Roderic de 

1 5 the Perſons who 
compos'd it have collected almoſt all that 
is worth Notice in the Mritings of that 


learned Prelate. 


The ſame Prince caus'd another General 
Hiſtory 20 be compos d, which is nothing 


near ſo copious as the former, ſince it is 


written in Quarto, whereas the Other is 
in Folio. It would be well if the Faults 
both of the One and of the Other were cor- 
rected, that Men of Letters might make 
Uſe of them without incurring the Danger 
of running aſtray. . 
In the ſame Century, Don Alphonſo the 
Eleventh causd likewiſe a Hiſtory to be 
written under the abovemention d Title, I 
mean, A General Hiſtory of Spain. It bears 
ſo great an Affinity with that of Don Al- 
phonſo the Tenth, that many have ima- 
gin d it to have been done by that Monarch's 
Order; but they are deceiv'd : And there 
is a great deal of Appearance that they 
have equivocated upon the Authority 6 
others; fince, according to the Judgment 


they 
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they have paſs d, they have never refletted 

that the Chronicle of Don Alphonſo be 

Tenth has been printed ſeveral Times, 

whereas that of Don Alphonſo the Eleventh 

was never yet in the Preſs ; and that even 
the remaining Manuſcript Copies of it are 
exceeding rare. One of the exalteſt and fn 
moſt eſteem d, is that which was in the 
0 famous Library of the late John Cortez, 
WW Dean of the Counci-Royal of Caſtile, and 
one of the moſt learned, not to ſay the moſt 
iſ learned, Hiſtorians who have died in this 
l Century. It is written in a very fine 
Cyharatter upon Vellam, with Marginal 
il Notes upon the Errors that had ſlipt into 
It. The late Abbot D'Eſtrees, h hap- 
| pen'd to be at Madrid when it was ſold, 
1 gave us Orders to buy it for him: But 
| in the Auction whereat it was fold we 
met with ſo many Bidders, and the Price 
thereof appear d to us ſo exceſſively exorbi- 
tant, that we thought fit to relinquiſh our 
Pretenſions to an Italian Abbot, who 
bought it. N 
The Beginning of the Fifteenth Century . 
is ſo barren in good Hiſtorians, that we Nh ” 
ſhould think the Time loft we ſpent in | *! 
mentioning the Names of thoſe who have . 
treated of the Spaniſh Hiſtory. It was IN © 
not the ſame at the Concluſion of that, nor 14 
at the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century; | 4 
fince from the firſt Eftabliſhment of the I © 

Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh Monarchy, there never appear d 


ſo many able Writers; and it was then 


that Ignorance began to be vigorouſly at- 
tac d by the learned Criticks, who de- 
clar d an open War againſt the Filtions of 
the Antient Hiſtorians, and rettify d a pro- 
digious Number of monſtrous Circumſtances 
220 ch intirely disfigur d the Majeſty of that 
ſtory. NES 

— Nebrija as one of the greateſt 
Ornaments of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth 
Centuries, and to whom Spain has the 
greateſt Obligations, both in Point of Li- 
terature and of Hiſtory, whoſe Reſtorer he 
may be properly call d. He came into the 
World in the Tear 1444, and was born in 
a large Town in the Province of Anda- 
luſia, which ts 2 upon the Bank of 
the River Guadalquivir, and calld Ne- 
brixa or Nebrija, a Name deriod from the 
Latin Mord Nebriſſa. He was the Son of 
one John Martinez de Cala, and of Ca- 
therine de Xarama, both the One and the 
Other of a very low Extraction. Whether 
the Name of his Father was thought t00 
mean, or that he had a Mind to honour” 
the Place of his Birth, it ts certain that 
he call'd himſelf by that Name, to which, 
and to that be had receiv d at the Bap- 
tiſmal Font, which was Antonio, he ad- 
ded that of &Ælius, inſomuch that be went 
by the Name of 2 - 
rom 
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From his tepdereft Infancy he gave ſuch 
Tokens of the Vivacity of his Genius, and 
ſhewd ſo great an Iuclination for Learn- 
ing, that he was look d upon as a Pro- 
aigy which Providence had raisd up on 
Purpoſe to expel from his Country the Bar- 
barous Ruſticity and Unpoliteneſs which 
had reign d there ever Gr tbe Invaſion 
of the Moors, and there to cauſe the 6 
long neglected Sciences. once more to flou- 
Fiſh. e was ſent when very young 10 
ftudy at Salamanca, where he made an 
amazing Progreſs in all Sorts of Litera- 
ture. His Thirſt after Knowledge ha- 
wing determind him to travel into Italy, | 
he was not long there before he gave ſhi- ; 
ning Proofs of his Genius and Capacity. 
Having fixd himſelf at the Univerſity of 
Bologna, he there acquir d an univerſal 
Knowledge, which in Time made him 
not only paſs for a moſt excellent Gram- 
marian, but alſo for the moſt learned Man 
of his Time. He attaind in a ſoveraign 
Degree every Point of Polite Literature ; 
he was exceedingly expert in the Ma- 
thematicks, the Law, Phyſick, Theology, 
Hiſtory, and Geography, and perfetty wel 
underſtood the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew 
Tongues. 1 8 N 
When he return'd to Spain, he was em- 
ployd in the Univerſity of Salamanca, aud 
at ſeveral Times be there taught the Sci- 
Enees 
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| ences for the Space of Twenty Eight Tears. 


His Merit having raisd him ſome emut- 
lous Oppoſers among ft the Doctors, he made 
his Addreſs to Cardinal Ximenes, who 
was extremely glad to get a Perſon of 
his great Reputation into his Univerſity 


at Alcala, where he taught till his Death, 


and labour d with an indefatigable Ap- 
plication and wonderful Succeſs, about an 
Edition of the Polyglotte Bible, zwhich that 


Cardinal caus'd to be printed. Don Fer- 


dinand the Catholick, Hearing of bis vaſt 
Capacity in Hiſtory, nam'd him for his 
Hiftoriographer. \ Lo acquit himſelf of the 


Duty to which that Title obligd bim, 


he cprote and publiſh d Two Decades of 
the Hiftory of that Monarch, and of the 
Oueen Dona Iſabella bis Conſort, which 
met with univerſal Applauſe : He had 
gone on and given the World a more par- 
ticular Account of all the great Events 
of their. glorious Reign, had not Death put 
a Period to the Courſe of his indefatiga- 
ble Labour: But be died on the Second 
Day of July, in the Tear 1522, aged Se- 
venty Seven Tears, and not Seventy, as 
Schottus pretends, nor near Ninety, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of Ibarra. 'T he Loſs 
of this Great Man was highly regreted 
by all Lovers of Learning, and eſpecially 
by the Academy of Alcala, which was 
zndebred to bim for the greateſt Part of 
bs its 
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ſequies with the utmoſt Pomp and Solem 


nity, but with a laudable Gratitude to 
his Memory, conſtantly celebrates bis An- 
niverſary for his Soul's Repoſe. © 
e have a good Number of his Works 
which are the Delight and Darlings of 


the Learned, a great Part of which are 
in the Firſt Tome of the Collection of the 


Spaniſh FHiftorians, publiſh d under the 
Title of — Iliuftrata. | 1 
His Hiſtorical and Geographical Dictio- 
in Latin and Spaniſh has ever been 

of very great Uſe to all thoſe who bave 
apply d themſelves to the Study of the an- 


tient Hiſtory of Spain, upon Account of the 
extraordinary Care he took in ſetting 


down the Names of the antient Inhabi- 
tants. of that Peninſula, and in giving a 
compleat Definition of the Places they in- 
Babited. It was twice printed at Gra- 
nada; the Firſt Edition was in the Tear 
1554, and the Second in 1585. T here 
was an Edition printed at Anvers in 


1572. One at Seville in 1612. One at 


Lyons zn 1655; and ſeveral others at 
atferent Places. + | | 

Beſides bis Decades and Geographical 
Dictionary, here are Three other of his 
Performances, One of which is intitled, 
A Collection of Antiquities ; the Second, 
Coſmography ; and the Third, Remarks 
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upon the moſt obſeure Paſſages of Pliny. 
All the Three are equally dell written 
and full of Learning. They were print- 
ed at Granada in the Tear 1545, and at 
Francfort in 1579. 5 | 
Wie ſay nothing of the excellent Treatiſes 
he wrote upon Weights, Meaſures, and 
Numbers, noteuitihſtanding they are very 
neceſſary to give an Inſight into an Infe 
nity of Hiftorical Points. The Commen- 
dations beſtow d upon him by Schottus, Va- 
ſeus, Martin Javarra, Ledeſma, Balthazar 
de Gadea, Mariana, Alvarez, Pellicer, Go- 
mez, and ſo many others, leave no Room 
to doubt of his having been One of the 
greateſt Men of bis Time, not to ſay the 
greateſt. 1 0 N SID 

Soon after him, appear d One of his 
Scholars, whoſe Name was Florian D'Ocam- 
po, zwho from his earlieſt Tears gave Signs 
of the happieſt Diſpoſition for Hiſtory 


2 magi | | 
„ D a Native of Zamora, 4 Fron- 


tier City of the Kingdom of Leon, 10 
wards Portugal. He ftudyd under the 
celebrated Nebrija, whom we have been 
laſt treating of. When he bad ertracted 
from the antient Greek and Latin Authors 
all that he thought neceſſary for a Ground- 
Work to begin a General Hiſtory of Spain, 
be rummag d the Churches and all the 
moſt antient Edifices to ſearch for In- 
25 ſcriptions 


viii The PREFACE. 


ſcriptions and other Monuments which he 
had Occafion for to explain thoſe Parti- 
culars which had till then remain'd ob- 
ſcure or uncertain. After this he had 
Recourſe to the Archives of the Mondſte- 
ries to collect Extratts from old Manu- 
ſcripts of their Foundation, Grants and 
Prievileges. His high Reputation obtain d 
him a e in the II 
Church of Granada, and the Title of Hi- 
froriographer to the Emperor Charles the p 
Fifth. Not long after, the General States 
_ of the Realm being aſſembled, they delibe- EW : 
rated among themſelves, That they ought 1 
to make their Addreſſes to His Imperial 
Majeſty to intreat him to injoin Florian e 
D'Ocampo ?o tranſcribe and put in Order 
all he had collected concerning the Hiſt cc 
of his Country, and to preſent it to the i «< 
Publick, 'which was executed.  — 

All that he had ready to appear in 
the Light was reducd to the Five Firſt i © 
Books of The General Hiſtory of Spain, 
which was receiv d by the Publick with | © 
great Applauſe. His Continuator, Mora- i < 
les, ſays, they are written in a very po- ut 
lite and elegant Style. Andrea-Garcia Ma- lis 
tamorus, in his Apologia de las Academias, I re: 
and Vidas de Hombres Iluſtres, after ſome do 
Encomiums upon Mencia and Sepulveda, ter 
aſſures us, © That Florian D' Ocampo is || de 
* of all Authors him who has beſt repre- ſtu 
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* ſented the antient Majefly of the Em- 
* pire; that he has written the Hiſtory 
* of his Nation with all the Gravity of 


_ © Eloquence ; that be flriftly apply & 


* himſelf to the Obſervance of the Purity 
cc of tbe Spaniſn ongue ; and that in ſhort, 
* his Name was worthy of being tranſ- 
* -mitted to Poſterity.” Poſtremus eſt Ho- 


rianus, qui mihi vir unus, & veterem Ma- 


jeſtatem Imperii repreſentat, & quadam cum 
gravitate eloquentiæ, ut puritate ſermonis Hiſ- 
panici ad ſcribendam Hiſtoriam ſe maxime 
applicat, clariſſimum Hiſtorici nomen tranſ- 
miſſurus ad poſteros. by 

Vaſens, no /eſs prepoſſeſs 4 in his Fa- 
wour than Matamorus, ſays of him, That 
« He has manifeſted a vaſt Stock of 
* Learning; that he was indefatigable 
* in his Labour; that he undertook to 
«* write the moſt memorable Paſſages of 
* the Spaniſh Hiſtory in Four 9 
* but publiſh'd only One, in which he has 
* carefully and very diffuſely diſplay'd 
* whatever could poſſibly be thought on 
* concerning the Original of Spain? Vir, 
ut apparet, multæ le&ionis, & indefatigabi- 
lis, hac in parte diligentiæ, omnes Hiſpaniæ 
res memorabiles quatuor Tomos adſcriben- 
dos ſuſcepit, quorum primum tantùm hac 
tenus, quod ſciam, edidit, in quo quæque 
de primor diis Hiſpaniz potuerunt inveniri, 
ſtudioſè ac diffuſe collegit. 

Vol. I. e An- 
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Andrew Roſende, a Perſon ſo © ery 94. 


pable of paſſing a ſolid Judgment upon the 
Spaniſh. 


ori ans, ſpeaking of thoſe who, 


upon Account of the Fables and Falſities 


which they have introduc d in almoſt e- 
very Page of their Works, are unworthy of 
his Commendations, ſays, That © Flori- 
« an D' Ocampo is of that Number; 
and to demonſtrate the Danger there 
is of loſing one's Way by following ſuch 
a Guide, he adds, That notwithftand- 


« ing he was honour d with the Title of 


« Hiſtoriographer to his Majeſty, he was 


<« uot aſhamd to deliver Fictions and 


« Falfities when he treated of Origins and 
« Antiquities :” Verum hic Lectoris deſi- 
derio ſatisfacere non poſſum; quod Aucto- 
res ſatis idoneos laudare nequeam : nec li- 
beat more quorundam noſtri ſæculi, nugas 
& fumos vendere, in quorum numero etiam 
Florianus Ocampus eſt, quem Regii Hiſto- 
rici titulo, Origines & Antiquitates, fabula- 
rum refertas, foras dare non puduit. 

The learned Nicholas Antonio, zwho in 
his Bibliotheca Hiſpanica has ſo well cha- 
racterig d all the Spaniſh Authors, and 
whoſe Analyſes he has made, ſays, © That 
* Florian D' Ocampo can never deſerve 
* any real Commendation from Men of 
Letters, becauſe he has form'd a Chain 
„ Hiſtorical Facts with the Fables 2 
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e 7he Impoſtor Beroſus, which the Tribunal 
* of Critics has already decreed to be 
« returnd back to the Fabulous Det- 


© ty.” Nec tamen ſolidam ab Eruditis lau- 
dem colligere potuit, ex quo vere Hiſtoriz, 


bono ſemine Beroſianarum, hoc eſt, anilinm 
fabularum non multò antea publicataram 
evanida commiſcuit grana, quas quidem ad 
Deum fabulinum relegandas nondum palam 
decreverat Criticorum Senatus. 

As to the reſt, it muſt be acknowleds'd, 
that his Hiſtory abounds in Learning, and 
contains an infimite Number of curious 
Paſſages exceedingly well told ; that it is 
very inſtructive in Regard to the Origi- 
nal of Cities, and of the antient Inhabi- © 


rants who were ęſtabliſb d in Spain; that 
it gives a very exatt Notion of the an- 


tient Geography; and that a Reader may 
receive great Light from it, having firſt 
made Uſe of Dr. Ferreras's Critical Hi- 
ſtory, wherein that learned Hiſtorian has 
corrected all the Errors of Florian. | 
Me can likewiſe affirm, that the Lo- 
vers of Hiftory have had a great Luſs 
in this Author's not being able to publiſh 
any more than the Firſt Five Books of 
The General Hiſtory of Spain, ich were 
printed at Zamora in 1544, and at Alca- 
la in 1578. He died in 1590, being Se- 

venty Seven Tears of Age. 
0 3 At 
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At the Beginning of the Sixteenth Cen- 


tury, appear d ' Ambroſio Morales ro re- 


ive the Love of Literature in his Coun- 
try, which his Compatriots had taken ſuch 
little Care to cultivate for ſo long a Time. 
He was born at Cordoua in 1513. ths 
Father was one of the moſt celebrated 
Phyſicians that Spain ever produc'd ; and 
Antonio Morales, his Brother, ſo far di- 
ftinguiſhd himſelf by his Learning, that 
one would have thought that Knowledge 
was the Appennage of this _— He 
was firſt ſent to Salamanca and after- 


wards to Alcala, to ſtudy the Liberal 


Arts and Theology, in which he made a 
ſurprizing Progreſs. Having enter d into 
the Order of the Dominicans, he diftin- 
guifſh'd himſelf by his Virtue and rare 
Talents. Happy might he have been, had 
not the great Love he had to Chaſtit 
plung d him into an unpardonable Fxceſs 
of Raſhneſs, which causd him to caſtrate 
_ himſelf, upon which Account he was ex- 
pell'd the Order. At laſt be embrac'd an 
EAccleſiaſticſ State of Life, and ſome Time 
after was call d to Alcala to teach the 
Sciences in that Univerſity. His extraor- 
dinary Reputation brought him ſeveral of 
the moſt illuſtrious Diſciples in all Spain, 
and among ft others Bernard de Sandoval, 
(whoſe Merit adoanc'd him to the Pr; 
| an 
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and to the Archbiſhoprick of Toledo) Don 
Diego de Guevarra, the celebrated Ciaco- 
nus, and Don John of Auſtria, Natural 
Son to the Emperor Charles the Fifth. In- 
Aefatigably employd in the Care of ęſta- 
bliſhing the Hiftory of bis Country in its 
true Luftre, he ranſack d all the moſt ce- 
lebrated Archives in Spain, with the 
Churches, Monàſteries, and antient Edi- 
fices , to unbury the precious Monuments 
of Antiquity which the Indolence of the 
Spaniards had kept ſo long conceal d in the 
Darkneſs of Oblivion. Replete with 
Learning and Knowledge, be ſpread them 
throughout the Univerſe, diſtributed in a 
great Number of Books which will render 
his Memory venerable to the remoteſt Fu- 
turity; and thoſe who will apply them- 
ſelves to reading his Works, may boaſt them- 
ſelves of having wherewithal to attain to 
the Knowledge of whatever is worth No- 
rice in the Spaniſh Hiſtory, and eſpecially 
in what relates to the earlieſt Antiquity 
and the Original of Places, of all which 
he gives authentick Proofs by Inſcrip- 
tions, Medals, inconteffable Records, and 
by ſolid Argument which reigns through- 
out all his Writings. The Encomium Don 
Nicholas Antonio beftozws 1pon this Wor- 
thy Hiſtorian is a ſure Voucher for his 
Merit and profound Learning. Baronius, 

e 3 Scaliger, 
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| Scaliger, the Prefident de Thou, Abraham 

HS Ortelius, and ſo many other Great Men, 

| have ſpoken of him ſo very advantage- 

| ouſly, that all we can be able to ſay in 

his Praiſe will come far ſhort of what 

| Bas been ſaid already. kW 

| Amidſt the great Number of his More 
ewe have extant, theſe which follow are | 
thoſe we would recommend to our Readers 


1 as Sources from whence they may extratt J 
| all that is moſt e and curious ; 
| in the Spaniſh Hiftory. pegs | 

The General Chronicle of Spain, ritten p 

in Three Volumes in Folio; the Firſt of p 

which contains the Hiſtory of the Romans p 

| as to what concerns their Empire over the Y 

1 Spaniards, ee at Alcala in 1574. V 
[ The Second treats of the Empire of the , 
| Goths and other Northern Nations over / 
| them, printed at the ſame Place in F 
| 1575. The Third, of the Antiquities of 4 
Ih! Cities, and the Reſtoration of Spain, from j 
Don Pelayo 70 Don Veremond the Third, V. 

printed in 1576. | | Jan 1 

| 4 Diſcourſe concerning the Privileges 7 

and Methods an Author ſhould take zwho 7 

intends to write an Hiſtory, printed at 3 

Cordoua zu Folio, in the Tear 1586. fi 

An Apology for the Chronicle of Zurita, h 

printed in Folio at Saragoſſa in 1610. 5 

Zi 
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4 Deſcription of the City of Cordoua, 
which is to be ſeen in the Second Tome uf 
Hiſpania Illuſtrata ; Pag. 853. 5 
His Epiſtle to Andrew Reſende concern- 
ing ſeveral very material Points of Hiſto- 
ry, which is inſerted in the abovemen- 
tion d Tome. Pag. 1021. T his Great Man 
died in 1590, | 
At the ſame Time that Morales was di- 
ſtinguiſbing himſelf in Caſtile, Jeronimo 
Zurita vas giving ſhining Proofs of his 
great Talents in the Kingdom of Aragon, 
of which he was a Native. Towards the 


End of the Reign of Charles the Fifth ap- 


pear d his learned Notes upon The Itine- 
rary of Antoninus, upon Cæſar's Commenta- 
ries, and upon Claudian. At the Begin- 
ning of that of Philip the Second, he pub- 
liſh'd his Annals of Aragon, from the Foun- 
dation of the Spaniſh Monarchy to the 
Death of Don Ferdinand 29 Catholick , 
in which the Readers are charmd with 
the Solidity of his Judgment, the Exatt- 
neſs, the plain and dliſtindt Manner, and 
the Fuſtneſs he expreſſes in the Recital of 
Facts. He was, without Diſpute, the 
beſt Spaniſh Hiſtorian who ever wrote be- 
fore the Seventeenth Century; and had 
he but enlarg'd upon. every Part of the 
Spaniſh Monarchy as he has done upon 
the Kingdom of Aragon, we ſhould have 
e 4. had 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of that Kingdom. The Letters he wrote 


; 


had a compleat Hiſtory of Spain: But as 
he has only touch'd upon the Aﬀairs of the 
other Parts of the Peninſula which had ſome 
Relation to the Hiſtory of his Country, he 
has omitted many Particulars. He died 


at Saragoſla, the Place of his Birth, in 
1580, aged Sixty Seven Tears, after ha- 
wing for a long Time executed the Office 


of Secretary to the Inquiſition with uni- 


oerſal Applauſe, extremely regreted by all 
Men of Learning. His Panegyrick is to 
be ſeen in Voſſius, Poſſevin, M. de Thou, 


and Nicholas Antonio. 


Very near the ſame Time, Andrew Re- 


ſende d, lay d in Portugal the Brightneſs 
of his Talent and the great K notoleage 
in Antient Hiſtory he had acquir d by the 


curious Reſearches he had made in France, 
Flanders, Germany, Hungary, and Italy. 


He was One of the fineſt Geninſes of his 


Time. HisCapacity extended to a compleat 


Knowledze of all that related to the die- 


rent People who ever ſettled in Portugal, 
and all the antient Monuments of that 
Part of the Peninſula which are yet in 
Being, inſomuch that one can ſcarce be 
without him whenever we have a Curio- 
ſity of being exattly inform'd of the Origi- 
nal and Progreſs of the Cities, or of the 
Particulars of the Rivers and Monntains 
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70 Quevedo, Morales, and Vaſeus, contain 
ſeveral Hiſtorical Paſſages which are 
not to be met with in any Author ; and the 
true Spirit of Criticiſm which reigns 
throughout them ſhews, that no Man 
ever made ſo diligent an Inquiry after 
Truth as himſelf. Being an implacable 

Enemy to Fiction, he declard open War 

againſt all the Adopters of Fables; and 
the Manner in which he expreſſes himſelf 
in his Letters, in Regard to Florian D'O- 
campo, Sepulveda, and Barreiros, makes 
appear the Abhorrence he had to the falſe 
Prepoſſeſſions of his Nation. He was a 
Native of Evora. His Merit obtain d 
him ſo much Favour with the Empe- 
ror Charles the Fifth, Don John he 
Third, King of Portugal, and the Cardinal 
Infante Don Enrique, or Henry, zwho was 
afterwards advancd to the Throne, that 
there were no Dignities to which he might 
not aſpire. But his Diſpofition was ſo 
unbiasd and diſintereſted, that content 
with the Condition of a Dominican Fryar, 
which Order he had embrac'd, he would 
never have enter d into any other, if for 
ſome very important Reaſons, he had not 
been obligd to be ſecularis d, but ftill 
without ever neglecting a ftritt and regu- 

lar Obſervance of all the Prattiſes and 

Duties of his Order. He died in 1573. 

| | Sebaſtian 
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Sebaſtian Garibay, a Native of the Pro- | 


©ince of Guipuzcoa, ſignalis d his Zeal for 
his Country by woriting The General Hiſto- 
ry of Spain, in Four Volumes in Folio: 


His Style is florid, nervous, and conciſe, 


his Order- regular and methodical, the 
Facts he delivers well circumſtand d, 
and had he never read Annius de Viterbo 


he would have been ſerviceable t0 the Re- 


publick of Letters; but the Weakneſs he 


has been guilty of in adopting all the Fa- 


bles of that notorious Impoftor has ſo ob- 


ſcur d the Majeſty of bis Work, that in 


reading him one muſt have a very diſcern- 
ing Eye to diſtinguiſh between Truth and 
Falſhood ; inſomuch that to fienify any 
Perſon who is not exatt in his Words, it 
is commonly nid, by Way of Proverb, He 
lies like N May this Proverb ſerve 
for a Preſervative to thoſe who tefire to 
inſtruc} themſelves in the Hiſtory of Spain, 


aud let them endeavour to walk in the 


Paths of the Hiftorian who comes next. 
This is the learned Prudentius de Sando- 
val. He deſcended from one of the moft 
illuſtrious Families in the Province of 
Rioja. His ffrong Inclination to Virtue 
having inducd him to embrace a Re- 
ligious Life under the Benedictine Order, 
he honour d his Profeſſion by a ſingular 
Application in the Obſervance of all its 
| Rules, 
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Rules, and employ d all the Hours which 
were not appropriated to be ſpent in the 
Exerciſes of the Community, to purge and 
eftabliſh the Hiſtory of Spain which the 
Negligence of his Compares had intirely 
digſigur d. In eam curam (ſays Nicholas 
Antonio) ſe totum ferè impendit, ut rerum 
& hominum oblivione jam quaſi ſepultorum 
memoria per virili ſua è tenebris ſuſcitavit, 
quod propoſitum magna intentione animi 

urgere nunquam diſiſtit. ; 
King Philip the Third, finding in bis 
whole Realm no Hiſtorian better qualify'd 
than he to continue the Hiſtories of Florian 
D'Ocampo and Ambroſio Morales, order d 
him to take in Hand that tedious and la- 
borious Work, which this indefatigable 
Author perform d with wonderful Succeſs ; 
fo that from his Pen we have wherewithal 
to recompence us for a good Part of what 
either the Ignorance or the Indolence of 
thoſe who went before him ſeem'd to have 
defrauded us. Amidſt the Multitude of 
IWorks he compos d upon ſeveral Subjetts, 
there are extant, upon Hiſtory, theſe that 

follow. Is 
A Chronicle of the Reign of the King 
Don Alphonſo VII. The Original of /eve- 
ral illuſtrious Families in Spain. The 
Firſt Part of the Foundations of the Mo- 
naſteries of the Benedictine Order, by 7he 
| | Gothiſh 
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 Gothiſh Kings before the Invaſion of the 
Moors. The Hiſtory of the Emperor 


Charles V. Antiquities of the City of Tuy, 
with the Hiſtory of its Biſhops. A Cata- 


logue of the Biſhops of Pamplona. The Hi- | 
ſtory of the Kings Don Ferdinand the Great, 
Don Sancho, Don Alphonſo VI. Don Al- 


phonſo VII. and of the Queen Dona Urraca. 
The Hiſtory of the Foundation of the Mo- 
naſtery of Santa Maria de Najara. 


All theſe Works are in Folio, except the 


Antiquities of Tuy which is in Quarto, 
T hey are ſo full of Learning, of curious 
Reis and Records, that they ſcarce 
contain any ſingle Fatt but what is juſti- 
fy'd by ſolid and convincing Proofs. T his 
Great Man was namd to the See of Tuy, 
and transferr d to that of Pamplona, wwhere 
he died in 1621, with the Reputation of 
being one of the moſt learned Mriters of 
his Age. 

In the Beginning of the Seventeenth Cen- 
zury Mariana, a Jeſuit, appear'd with all 
the outward Marks of a compleat Hiſftori- 
an. 4 Style florid, noble, elegant, ener- 
getical, conciſe, and natural, both in his 
Latin and Spaniſh Editions, an admirable 


Particularity in his Narrations of Fatts, 


and a deciſibe Manner of Speaking which 
he affeits in all he ſays, ſeem to leave no 
Room for a Reader 7 wiſh for more : And 


indeed 
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indeed we may affirm, that there are o 
ry few of the Modern Authors who have 
acquir'd ſo great a Reputation. as Ma- 
riana ; and the Public had certainly been 
much longer impos d upon by him, had not 
Peter the Mantouan, Jotph Pellicer, Fa- 
ther Moret the Jeſuiſt, and Don John de 
Ferreras diſcover d the Snares this Author. 
had artfully ſpread to entrap them, in 
delivering an infinite Number of Fables 
and Falſities for authentick Points of Hi- 
ſtory, and in ſtrangely confounding the 
Chronological Order, as we have obſero'd 
in our Program, and ſhall prove in our 
Commentary which we have made upon 
his Hiſtory, and which is actually now 
printing off. ; 
Theſe are in a Manner all the beſt Au- 
thors who have treated of the Spaniſh 
Hiſtory in General. The Number of thoſe. 
who have written particular Treatiſes, 
as well of the Provinces as of the Cities 
which compoſe this vaſt Monarchy, is al- 
moſt infinite. But there are ſo few of them 
who have maintain d the Character of 
good Hiſtorians, that one can ſcarce ven- 
ture to make Uſe of them without incurring. 
the Danger of plunging into Fable ; and 
it is only to the Arabian Writers, to the 
learned Abbot de Longuerue, aud to Don 
John de Ferreras, that we are indebted 


fe 
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for the Succeſs we flatter ourſelves this 
Work may meet with, provided that the 
Parallel of our Revolutions with 'Thoſe of 
the illuſtrious Abbot de Vertot, and of 
Father D Orleans, does not do us an In- 
jury. The Reputation that theſe great 
Maſters in that Sort of Writing have ac- 


quir d, has prepoſſeſs 4 the World ſo much 


in their Favour, that had we been left 
to our own Choice, we ſhould ſcarce have 
had the Preſumption to have enter d the 
Lifts with. them: But another Perſon, 
bolder and more reſolute than we has 
drawn: us, againſt our Inclinations, and, 
as we may ſay, inſenſibly, without think- 
ing of it, into an Mair ſo very difficult 
to ſurmount. This is the whole Fatt, 
which we are oblig d to declare in order 
10 juſtify the Defeits our Readers may 
obſerve in theſe Revolutions. 

T he Bookſeller, for zwhom we have been 
at Work, having purchas'd a Manuſcript, 
intitled, The Hiſtory of the REvoLuTIoNs 
of Spain, got a Licenſe to publiſh it, and 
was actually making ready to begin the 
Impreſſion, but was advisd not to pro- 
ceed by the learned Abbot de Dijon, Pre- 
ceptor to His Serene Highneſs Monſeigneur 


the Count de Clermont, who found the Au- 
thor's Style too romantick, and that a 


great Part of the Particulars he deli. 


gerd 
7 


The P R E F A CE. haxili 


ver d were not at all conformable either 
to the Truth of Hiſtory or the Exatineſs. 
of Chronolog y. NES 5 
Upon this the Bookſeller had Recourſe 
70 us, to defire us to correct the Style and 
Faults of that Manuſcript, which we un- 
dertook to do without foreſeeing the Trou- 
ble in which that Enterprize was like to 
involve us. In Effett, _ peruſing the — | 
Firſt Quire, we perceio d that the Author | 
began his Revolutions at the Mooriſh In- 
vafion, and that he enter d into his Nar- | 
ration with an unaccountable Anacroniſm, 
follow'd by an intire Confuſion of Chrono- 

logy from one End of his Book to the 0- 
ther. Being greatly aftoniſhd to find that 

any Hiſtorian ſhould poſſibly be ignorant, 
that ever ſince the Beginning of the Fifth 
Century, the Hiſtory of Spain is no other 
than a continu 4 Chain of Troubles and 

, | Revolutions, from the Expulſion of the Ro- 
mans il ſuch Time as the Goths had | 
utterly rooted out the Empire of the [ 
Sueves, the Vandals, the Alans, and the | 
Silinges, wwe mrs £96 the Title of Corre&- 

or, and aſſumd that of Author: So that 

of all the Materials the Bookſeller had 
brought us, we made only a Ground- 
Work to work upon; and as we have 

; Þ eftabliſhd our Firſt Epocha at the Ir- © 

.  ruption the Northern People made into 
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Spain in the Reign of the Emperor Ho- 
norius, the Revolutions and Events have 
multiply d to ſuch a Degree, that inſtead 
of Two ſmall Tomes this Hiſtory was 
at firft defignd to have contain d, it is 
fewell 4 to Five very large ones. It 


would be well for them if they may de- 


ſerve the Suffrages of ' thoſe who ſhall 


 condeſcend to read them] We may at leaft 
preſume to flatter ourſelves, that they will 
ſhew ſome Indulgence to a Performance 
which is the Product of only Eight 


Months Toil , too ſhort a Time to be a- 
ble to obſerve all the Rules which the 


Exattneſs of Hiſtory requires. All that 


we can ſay is, that Truth reigns through- 
out the whole Courſe of our Work, and 
that we have deliver d nothing but what 
is authorizd by the beſt Hiſtorians, as 
well Greeks and Romans, as Spaniards, 
French, and Arabians. | 3a 
Had we had the Liberty to follow our 
own Ideas, and Leiſure to touch over 


again our Work, we can aſſure the Pub- 


tick wwe would have ſet it forth much 


Peer fecter than it is. But having been confin'd 


to purſue the Project of another Perſ6 x 
an 


— 


* In the French there are Five large Volumes in 
Twelves. | | 
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and obligd to furniſh | Copy for” Two 

Printers, we could neither reviſe. our 
own Manufcript, nor correct the Proofs 
fo exattly as they ought to have been done, 
which gives us Room to apprehend that 
our Readers may have cauſe to com- 
plain of ſome Neglefts and Miſtakes of 
the Preſs, which ens hope they will have 
the Goodneſs to extuſe, as likewiſe to look 
over ſome. Variations they may Mett with 
in the Proper Names, where-ever, accord- 
ing to the abuſive Manner. of the Spaniards, 
we /( netrmes write Ætius, ſomerimes Ecius, 
Perhaps de ſhall be cacilld at for 
having interrupted the Coilfſe of our Re- 
volutions : But the Revolutions themſelves, 
and the ſurprigins Changes which have 
happen'd in the Eftabliſhment of the Dy- 
"her which divided the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy, from the Invaſion of the Moors, 
down to the Reign of Don Ferdinand 2 
Catholick, have induc d us to obſerve this 

Method,” that we might exatily follow 
the Chronological Order, and baniſh, as 
much as poſſible, the Confuſion which Ma- 
riana, and almoſt all the Spaniſh” Hiſto- 
rians, have ſpread throughout their Works ; 
inſomuch that the Reader will diſtinctly 
a ——— bas paſe'd in each reſpe- 

Vox. I. 
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have done had we confounded the Re- 


volutions of one Kate with thoſe of ano- 


ther. 
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Alaric, King of the Goths, beſieges Rome. 
The Vandals, the Alans, the Silinges, 
and the Sueves, paſs into Spain, where 
they eftabliſh themſelves. Alaric djes, 
and Ataulph, his Brother-in-Law, is 
choſen in his Stead. Gerontins cauſes 
Maximus 120 be proclaimd Emperor, 
which Uſurper finding himſelf unable to 
| maintain his Ground, makes his Peace 
| 227rh Honorius, ooluntarily reſigns the 
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Purple, and paſſes into Spain. Ataul ß „ 
marries Gallia-Placida, or Placidia, Siſter 3 
to the Emperor Honorius. He eftabliſhes | 

Bis Court at Valence in Dauphiny, after- k 


wards at Narbonne, and finally Pals | 
into Catalonia, where he was proclaim'd e | 
King. He is Ain and Sigeric „ 
ſucceeds him. e is murder d, and 55 


„ * 


Wallia is elected. Theodoret is pro- 
| | Ex. __A__ "2 


The CONTENTS © 
claim d King. The Vandals and the © 
Sueves declare War apgainft each other. 
Honorius dies; Valentinian ſucceeds bim. 
Great Diſturbances and Diſorders in 
Spain, Hermengarius carries a War in- 
o Luſitania. He is defeat ed and drown- 
ed. The Vandals go to the Aſſiſtance of 
a Boniface in Aﬀrica, and make great Pro- 
greſſes in that Country. The Goths ra- 
og e Gaul. Hermeneric makes War in 
Betica. Rechilus gains great Advan- 
tages over the Romans in the Carthage- 
nenſis. Valentinian ies. Avitus 7s pro- 
claim d Emperor. Rechiair, King of the 
Sueves, declares War againſt the Ro- 
mans and the Goths. He is taken Pri- 
ſoner, and dies ſoon after. Avitus dies, 
and Najoranus is advanc'd to the Im- 
perial Throne. Diſſentions among /t the 
Sueves about chuſing a King. Severus 
procures Majoranus to be afſaſſmated, 
and cauſes 5 1 to be proclaim d Empe- 
ror. A bloody War between Remiſmond 
King of the Sueves, and Theodoric Kin 

of the Goths. Anthemius 7s claim 
Emperor. The Romans are defeated in 
Spain by Genſeric, King of the Vandals. 
Evaric paſſes into Spain and makes him- 
| ſelf Maſter of that Country. He dies, 
. and is fucceeded by his Son Alaric. A- 
malaric 7s crown'd. Geſalaic, his Ba- 
ſtard Brother, gets himſelf N 
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- King at Barcelona. Clovis King of 
France declares War , againſt. Geſalaic, 
and takes from him ſeveral Citi e. A- 
malaric marries Clotilda Daughter to 
King Clovis, and treats her ſo inhumanly*.. 
bat her Brother Childebert is oblig d to 
revenge ber Injuries. Amalaric is kill'd 
in a Battle. Theudis is made King, 
- who for Ten Tears Reigns in Peace; 
ut after that engages iu n War againſt © 
| Childebert and Clotair. He is afſafſina- 
ted. Theudiſel ſucceeds him, who is 
| gy in his Palace, and Agila is 
Choſen King. Agila is depos 4 and A- 
| thanagild proclaimd King. Enters into 
an Alliance with the Romans. Is afſaſ- 
ſinated. Athanagild dies, Lieuva 7s 
made King. He aſſociates his Brother 
Leovigild with him in the Government. 
Lieuva dies. An Inſurrettion in Canta- 
bria. Athanagild, Son to Leovigild, mar- 


ries Ingonda, Daughter to Sigebert Kin 


of Auſtralia, That Princeſs very ill 


treated by her Father-in-Law becau(: 


e 
he would not turn Arian, Her Husbaiid 
, retires with her to Seville, and embraces 
the Catholick Fairh His Father per- 
ſecutes him, and. cauſes him to die in 
Priſon. An Inſurrection in Gallia Nar- 
bonenſis. A¶ Mar between the French and 
the Goths. Ricarede ſucceeds bis Fa- 


tber Leovigild. Makes Profeſſion of the 
| Catho- 
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Catholick Religion. Proves a great 
Pxince. Dies, and is ſucceeded by 
Lieuva II. A Conſpiracy againſt this 
Prince. The Church cruelly perſecuted 
by. the Arians. Divers Councils call d. 
\  Lieuva murder d by the Tyrant Witeric, 
2h ſucceeds him, and is aſa ated 
." by Gondemar, wwho is cboſen King in 
His Stead.” Dies, and is ſucceeded - 
y Sigebert II. The Aſturias revolt. 
- The Irruption of the Gaſcons. Sigebert 
dier. I ſucceeded by Ricarede II. and 
De by Suintila. The promiſing Begin- 
ning of that Prince's Reign. Becomes 
a "moſt cruel Tyrant. His Subjets re- 
gol Twice againſt him. Is depos d, 
and Siſenand ſucceeds him. He dies, 
and 'is ſucceeded by Chintila, h is 
, ſucceeded by Tulga. Chindaſuint pro- 
claim d King. An Inſurrection againſt 
- him. His Lon Receſuint Jeclar' Bis 
Succeſſor. A new Inſurrection againſt 
the Father and Sou. Wamba made 
King. Another Irruption of the Gaſcons. 
The Afturias yecolt, Hilderic Count .of 
Nimes rebels. Paul ſent againſt bim,who 
rebels likewiſe. King Wamba dies. Er- 
vigius made. King. Succeeded by Egiza. 
His Subjects revolt againſt him. He de- 
 Clares his Son Witiza his Colleague and 
- Succeſſor. Dies. Witiza's wicked Reign. 
Dethron'd by Roderic, of whom in Book II. 
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N Inſtability of Human 
Affairs was never more 
evident, than in the Re- 
volutions which happen'd 
in Spain, about the Be- 
ginning of the Fifth Century; the 
Hiſtory whereof I purpoſe to write 
with the utmoſt Fidelity and Ex- 
actneſs. To ſucceed in an Attempt 
ſo very difficult, and, at the ſame 
Time, ſo very uſeful to all who 
are deſitous of being acquainted with 


YOLL 8 thoſe 


— 
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3 INTRODUCTION: 
thoſe memorable Events which have 
been the Inſtruments of the Happi- 


neſs or the Miſery of a Nation, to 


which France is ſo ſtrictly allied by 
ſuch engaging Ties; I ſhall begin from 
the Reign of the Emperor Honorius; 


that being the fatal Epocha of the De- 
clenſion of the Roman Empire, and 


the Eſtabliſhment of the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy. Throughout the whole I 1 
fhall have the ſtricteſt Regard to 
Chronology, and ſhall intirely omit 
an Infinity of Facts, either fabulous 
or uncertain, which, by the Gene- 
rality of Hiſtorians, have been tranſ- 
mitted to us, tho* grounded upon no 
furer Foundations than Vulgar and 


Apocryphal Traditions. 


0 P THE 
Revolutions in Spain. 
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4 OOK 4 . 
Of the Irruption of the Vandals, the * 
the Sueves, the Silinges, and the Goths, 
into Seain: The Eſtabliſhment of the 
Monarchy and the Revolutions which 
Bappen d in that Kingdom, till it was 
Snvaged by the Moors. From 409 to 710. 
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r HE Romans, after they had obliged 409 409, 
the Cartbagenians to quit Spain intires 
. by that famous Treaty which put 
an End to the ſecond Punic War, in 
the Year 552, from the Building of 
Kane, continued abſolute Maſters of that vaſt 
B 2 Sn 
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Funn. and peaceably enjoy d it for about 


19 Years; in all which Time, there were not | 
any Diſturbances or Diviſions worth Notice, ex- 


cept ſome few inteſtine Commotions raiſed by 


the ſeveral Factions in the Empire. But the 
Emperors ſo far degenerated from the Valour 


and Magnanimity. of their Anceſtors, that the a 
Gothe, taking the Advantage of the Effeminacy 
of ſach unworthy Succeſſors to thoſe who had 


been the Conquerors of ſo many Nations, they 

under the Conduct of King Alaric, went and 
attack d them in the very City of Rome; whilſt 
the Vandals, the Alans, the Sueves, and the Si- 
linges, loaded with the Spoils of the Gauls and 
Germans, over-ran Spain like. an impetuous Tor- 

rent, putting to Fire and Sword all that they 
found in their Way. The City of Aforga firſt 
felt the cruel Effects of their Inhumanity ; they 
next broke into Old Caſtile, penetrated into the 
New, utterly ruin'd the Neighbourhood of Jo- 
tedo, ravag d the whole Province of Eframadura, 
with all the Country bordering upon the River 
Iagus, laid the Inhabitants of Lisbon under Con- 
tribution, carrying Fire and Sword into the 
Lower Andaluſia, the Northern Parts of Portugal, 
and into Galicia; leaving every where ſuch 
bloody Marks both of their Barbarity and Im- 
piety, that the greateſt Part of the Towns and 


Cities were either utterly deſtroy'd or wholl 


depopulated : The Churches were all pillaged, 
and the diſtreſſed 3 driven to ſuch Extre- 


mities, that they were forc'd to have Recourſe to 


Caves, and the Tops of Mountains, for the Prefer- 


vation of their Lives: And what was ſtill more de- 


* was, that they who found Means to e- 
cape the deſtructive Swords of thoſe Barbarians, 
were either famiſhed, or died with the * 
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which: was cauſed by the vat Numbers of dea 
Carcaſſes with which all the Plains were cover d. 
In a Word, the Deſolation was fo great, that 
the Barbarians themſelves, tho too late, became 
ſenſible how. much they had been in the Wrong, 
to ruin a Country which they deſign d to make 
the Place of their own Reſidence, fo that, af 
ter having moderated their Hoſtzlitzes, . they di- 
vided the Provinces among them, and each Na- 
tion apply'd itfelf to the . Cultivation of that 
Part which had fallen to, their Shares in the Di- 
| vidend. The Sueves, and ſome. of the Vandals, 
ſettled themſelves in Galicia, which was then of 
a much larger Extent than it is at preſent. The 
remaining Part of the Vandals, with the Silinges, 
took Poſſeſſion of Betica, to which Province they 
gave the Name of Vandaluſia, and which has, 


| by Corruption, been ſince changed into Anda- 
Infia. | 1 8 
; 1X FAY TINT D F.4 4 VAL 
REVOLUTION II. 
HE Alans took up their Abode in 411. 
= Gro) Luſitania, which, at that Time, in- 
Z &Yi 1 Ya cluded all that Part of the Coun- 
2 575758 try which is now divided into the 
e Biſhhopricks of Coria, Cuidad-Rodri- 
. go, and Salamanca; inſomuch that only Canta- 
| bria, with ſome Part of the Afurias, and the 
- Country that reaches from the River Duero to 
; the Mediterranean. towards the Faſt, remain'd 


f in the Power of the Romans; and even of that 
* | they ſoon after Joſt a Part, through the Treg- 


e 
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chery of Count Gerontius; Who, after having; 
at his own Expence, raifed in Gaul a Body o 
Troops, conſiſting wholly of Baybarians, paſs d 
into Catalonia, Kkill'd Ffm, the Goyernour of 
Tarragona, drew all the Soldiery over to his Par- 
ty, cauſed one Maximw to be proclim'd Em- 
Peror, . and, without loſing Time, return'd into 
Ganl, took Valence in Dauphivy, laid Siege to 


Arles in Provence, which he ph on 
vigourouſly, and reduc'd the P 


| | © ace to great Di- 
freſs: But Conſtantius, General of Honorius 8 
Army, having forc'd him to raiſe the Siege, 
he again went into Catalonia, where he was no 
Fooner arriv'd, but all his Troops revolted and 
roſe up in open Rebellion againſt him, fully 


reſolving upon his Ruin; nor has any Hiſtorian 


J 

been ever able to penetrate into the Cauſe of 
To ſudden a Change. In this Extremity, he 
Mut himſelf up, with a few of his Friends, in 
his own Houſe, which was exceeding ſtrong; - 
this he had no ſooner done, but he was beſie- 
ged by a Multitude of Soldiers, arm'd with Ja- 
velins, Arrows, and Stones, The vigorous 
Reſiſtance he made did but exaſperate them 
the more, and increaſe their Fury. They ſet 
Fire to the Houſe, and preſs'd this unfortunate 
Count ſo cloſely, that, finding himſelf a» 
bandoned by all his Followers, and deſpairing 
of ever being able to eſcape the Rage of that 
mutinc us Multitude, to whom he would, by 
no Means, give the Satisfaction of taking away 
his Life, he ſtabbed himſelf, after having firſt, 
with his own Hands, kill'd his Wife Noniea, 
and a faithful Servant, who had never left him. 
F> Maximus, being ſenſible, that fince his Friend 


Gerontius was dead, he fhould never be able to 


maintain the Character of Emperor, which he 
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had uſurp'd, voluntarily diſrob'd himſelf of the 
Purple, and made his Peace with Honorius: But 
thinking himſelf never ſecure ſo long as his 
Life ſhould be in the Power of one, whom he 
had endeavour d to deprive of the Empire, he 
got away to avoid the Vengeance of an Enemy, 
the Sincerity of whoſe late Reconciliation with 
him, he reaſonably imagin'd, he had juſt Cauſe 
to ſulpe&; and ore went over, and fi- 
ded with the Barbarians, who were poſſeſſed of 
the other Parts of Spain; ſo that, upon his 
relinquiſhing his Pretences, the Imperial Au- 
thority was re-eſtabliſh'd in Tarragona, and 
the whole Province belonging to it, except 
thoſe Places which 'the Barbarians had garri- 
foned, and which they vigourouſſy maintain d 
in Spite of all the Oppo tion made by Ho- 
mori us. 1555 
Ataulph, whom the Goth had choſen King, 
after the Death of his Brother-in-law Alaric, 
did whatever he could to induce the Emperor 
to 1 m the Conditions of the ſolemn Trea- 
ty e had made with Alaric; but ſeeing that 
the Emperor only put him off with unnecef- 
fary Delays, a that his Army in Italy ſuf- 
ferd very much, and was ready to periſh, 
he gave him to underſtand, That he was reſol- 
ved to renew the War againſt him, and to 
puſh it on with more Warmth and Vigour than 
Lis Predeceſſor had ever done. This News fo 
reatly alarm'd the Princeſs Gallia- Placida, or 
Placidls, who was Ataulph's Priſoner, and whom 
he loved to Diſtraction, that ſhe determin d to 
give her Conſent to marry him, in Order to divert 
the impending Storm which was ſo near fallin 
upon the Head of her Brother Honorius, a 
which ſucceeded MG to her Deſire; r or 
4 6 
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8 The HISTORY of ibe 
f ſhe had no: ſooner made Ataulph happy in poſe 
1 ſeiling her, but that Prince, to ſhew the Re- 
[ gard he had to the Intereſt of the Emperor her 
Brother, for her Sake, - withdrew his Troops out 
of Italy, and went into Gaul; where ſo. ſoon 
as he arrivd, he ſent to Honorius the Propo- 
ſals of an Accommodation very much to the 
Advantage of the Empire. But through a per- 
verſe Obſtinacy, or rather an unaccountable 
Over-ſight, the Emperour deſpis'd/ and refus d 
the Offers of Ataulph in a yery arrogant Man- 
ner; which Proceeding incenſed him to ſuch 
a Degree, that he put to Fire and Sword all 
the Country through which he march'd. ' Never- 
theleſs' the great Love he had for his beautiful 
Queen, not ſuffering him wholly to, abandon: 
the Intereſts of the Empire, he would not Tit 
ſtill as a patient Spectator, whilſt Jovinus, who 
was his own Ally, proclaim'd his Brother Se- 
413. baſtian Emperor, to the Prejudice of Honorius; 
[7 but ſent Honorius Word, That if he would con- 
clude a Peace with him, he would engage to 
ſend him the Head of the Uſurper, as like- 
wiſe that of Heraclian, who, having revolted 
in Africa, had paſſed over into Ttaly with a 
very formidable Army. Honorius, no longer 
able to-withſtand the great Generoſity of A 
taulph, concluded a Treaty with him, whereby 
he oblig'd himſelf to make him a Grant of 
Aquitain in Gaul, to ſettle there with his Troops, 
as Fendatories to the Empire; engaging him- 
ſelf likewiſe to furniſh them with Money for 
their Pay, and to provide all Neceſſaries for 
their Subſiſtance. 5 | 
After this Treaty was ſign' d, Ataulph im- 
mediately turn'd his Arms againſt the Tyrant 
Sebaſtian, and forc'd him to come to a Battle 
2 FR wherein 


herein he loſt his Life. Fovinus, not think- 


ing himſelf ſafe. after his Brother's Death, re- 


tired to Valence in Dauphiny, where Atan Ipb 
beſieg d him, togk him Priſoner, and ſent him 


— 


to Honorius. 


Conſtantius, this Emperor's General, who had, 
for a long Time, been in Love with the Prin- 


ceſs. Placidia, repreſented to Honorius, in ſuch 
expreſlive Terms, that the Marriage ſhe: had 


contracted with Ataulph was merely by Com- 
pulſion, that at length he prevail'd with him 


e 
SM 


to uſe pre ing Inſtances with that Prince to 
a 


have her ſent 
The. Emperor was ſo highly, incens d at this 
R 1 he conimanded Conſtantius to bring 
him to à Compliance, by Force: of Arms. A 


ture, and finding himſelf not in a Condition 


to cope with an Imperial Army, commanded 


by a Rival who had already made his Name 


f back to him a ain; but this was 
what the Gothiſh. King would neyer agree to. 


taulph, who little expected ſo ſudden a Rup- - 


famous by a Thouſand Heroic Actions, and 


who was determin'd, let it coſt what it would, 
to force from his Arms a Spouſe, that was ſo 


dear to him, left Valence, and departed with the 


Intent cf making himſelf Maſter of Marſſelle, 
where he was in Hopes he might be in grea- 
ter Security; but Count Ben who held 
that Place for the Emperor, having prevented 
him from ſucceeding in that Enterprize, he 
was oblig d to retire to Narbonne, which he 
made his Seat; flattering himſelf, that the Em- 
7 would ſuffer him to remain there unmo- 
leſted, eſpecially ſince the Princeſs Placidia had 
ſolemnly renew'd the Marriage Vow ſhe had 
made him, two Years before, at Imola: But 
' theſe Hopes prov'd Abortive; for he had _ 
„ ** 1 bi 5 FL 
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father, was called Theodofrus ; 


Conſtantius came and beſieged 
my far fi 


Laid the firſt Scheme of his new Settlement, when 


jor to his own. He, for ſome 
Tame, made a —_ 1 Defence, but at 
laſt, finding himſelf reduc'd to Extremity, he 
ook the Reſolution of quitting Gaul, and of 
going to Catalonia (from whence he had had ſee. 
veral Invitations) to deliver that Province from 
the tyrannical Yoke of the Parbarians, in whoſe 
Poſſeſſion jt then was; ſo that paſſing over the 
Pyrenean Mountains, he over-ran the whole 
Country, and driving them out, eſtabliſh'd his 
Court at Barcelona, the Capital City. He had 
not been long there before Placidia was deli- 
ver d of a who, in N Ore his Grand- 

t that young 
Prince died a few Days after his Birth. 
Conſtantius, not being able to come at Ataulpb, 
or to follow him into Spain, becauſe of the Pyre- 
nean Mountains which obſtructed his Paſſage, 
and render'd the Entrance very difficult, con- 
tented himſelf for the preſent with quartering 
his Army in Languedoc, waiting in Expectation 


of a more favourable Occaſion of purſuing an 


Enemy whoſe Deſtruction he had ſolemnly 
ſworn, and was fully bent upon. 

While Conflantius, on one Side, was making 
Preparations to go and attack the Goths in Spain, 
King Ataulph, on the other, was very diligently 


preparing likewiſe to paſs over into Africa to 


fall upon the Romans there; and whither he had 
already ſent away Attalus, whom, four Years 


before, King Alaric had proclaim'd Emperor in 
Rome. But that Uſurper of the Empire 2 
been made Priſoner by the Romans, King Ataulp 
found his Affairs in ſo great a Perplexſty, that 
he could, by no other Means, extricate 8 
: | Our 


him with an Ar. 
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out of that Labyrinth but by ſacrificing his 


Friend Attalus to the Vengeance of Honorius, 


with whom he concluded a Peace, upon Condir | 
tion that he ſhould never give him an Occaſion. 
to break it by any Acts of 2 
The Gotht, who were engag d by Oath ne- 
ver to make either Peace or Truce with the Ro» 
— were Þ hi ee offended at this Treaty, 
reſolv* Ataulph's Deſtruction. 
Der — the mel Men amongſt them, whoſe 
Name was 97geric, a Perſon of great Credit, of 
fer'd to Head that Conſpiracy. To ſucceed in 
this wicked Deſign, ſome Authors ſay, that, by 
Force of Preſents, he prevail'd upon a certain 
Dwarf, named Bernlf, who was entertain'd at 
Court in the Nature of a Buffoon, and that this 
Villain ftabb'd the King with a — — as he 
eee boese Pſp, Tomentes d. 
y s, Proſper, es, St. 
dor, and many other conſiderable Writers, 
ther this Aſſaſſination upon one Dovius, WhO 
was a Domeſtick Servant of a certain Perſon of 
the higheſt Diſtinction among the Goths, whoſe 
Name was Saro, whom Ataulph had murder'd 
with his own Hands. But be that as it will, fo 


ſoon as this unfortunate Prince had recerv'd the 


firſt Wound, Sigeric, with his Accomplices, im: 
mediately broke in, and diſpatch'd him, 
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REVOLUTION III. 
Fre R Vas no ſooner dead, but 


« * % 
Way 


Wl Sigericucauſed- himſelf to be pro- 
claim d. King; and that he might 
leaveito Poſterity a compleat Exam- 
ple of his execrable Inhumanity, he 


1 — 


| compelld the Queen Hacidia, loaded with Chains, 


like a wretched Captive, - to attend at the Ca- 


valcade upon his Coronation Day, as he likewiſe 


did the principal Miniſters of the King whom 
he had juſt; before ſacrific'd to his Fury, and 


unbounded Ambition. Nor yet ſatisfied with 
that barbarous Action, he commanded the five 
Children which Ataulph had by his former Wife 


to be cruelly maſſacred, whom Vallia afterwards 
order'd to be buried, cloſe by their Father, to- 
gether with the Son he had by Flacidia, as 
appears by an Epitaph mention'd, by the lear- 
ned Morales in his Antiquities of Spain, vix. 
Hic cum ſex Natis Rex 5 . \ 

Sigeric did not long enjoy the Fruits of his 


Wic edneſs; for the Goths, having been made 


ſenſible that, notwithſtanding, to extenuate his 
Treaſon and Cruelty, he pleaded that his only 
Motive was the Treaty of Peace which Ataulph 
had concluded with the Romans, he himſelf was 


Preparing to confirm and ratify the ſame Ar- 


ticles, to avoid being oppreſſed by Conſtantius, 
who commanded the Armies of Honorius in 


Gaul, aſſaſſinated him on the ſeventh Day of his 


Reign, according to ſome Hiſtorians, or two 


Months 


f 50 fy f 8 SF: . 5 1 3 i 05 
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Months after his comm itting that deteſtable Piece 
of Villany, and choſe'Falla in his Stead, - © 
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=] OME Authors make Vallia to be 
the Son of Ataulph; but there are 

very convincing Reaſons, not only 

to doubt of the Truth of this Fact, 
but even to reject it as wholly fa- 
bulous; eſpecially ſince the moſt celebrated 
Writers poſitively affirm, that Ataulph was no 
other than his Father-in-law ; and that which 
gives the better Authority to their Opinion 1s, 
that he had a long Time refus'd to fet'the Queen 
Placidia at Liberty, notwithſtanding he continu- 
ally treated her with all the Reſpect due to her 
Rank and Royal Deſcent : This incenſed Hono- 
rius ſo much, that he ſent Orders to Conſtantius 
to declare War ' againſt him, in Caſe he conti- 
nued obſtinate, and would not fend his Siſter to 
Rome; thinking it unworthy the Majeſty of an 
Emperor to ſuf * A Princeſs, whoſe Brother he 
was, to be kept under any Conſtraint. 


VMallia had no ſooner aſcended the. Throne 416, 


than he embark'd, with an Army, to paſs over 
into Africa; but being overtaken by a furious 
Tempeſt, he thought himſelf extremely happy 
in being able to recover the Port from whence 
he had ſet out; and at his Landing he was in- 
form'd, that Conſtantius had penetrated into Spain 
at the Head of a powerful Army. This News, 
tho it put him into a ſtrange Perplexity, youu 


Ai The HISTORY of the 
did not diſcompoſe him ſo much but that he 
took all neceſſary Meaſures to oppoſe and de- 
fend himſelf againſt ſo formidable an Enemy, 
He got together all the Forces he was able to 
muſter up, and carry'd on Matters with ſo good 
a Face, that Conftaytius, before he would ven- 
ture coming to a Battle, endeavour'd to recon- 
cile the Diſpute by an Accommodation; and 
ſpurred on by the longing Defire he had to ſet 
Queen Placidia at Liberty, and to get her out 
of his Hands, he made him ſuch a vantageous 
Offers, that, had Things been abſolutely at his 
own Diſpoſal, he would have accepted them 
without the leaſt Heſitation: But not daring to 
determine upon any thing without the Appro- 
' bation and Conſent of the Goths, he was wil- 
ling to try if he could bring them to agree to 
the Conditions which had been propos d to him, 
before he would come to a Reſolution. To this 
Intent he caus'd their Chiefs to be aſſembled at 
the Head of his Camp, where he made them 
an Harangue, in which he repreſented the m1- 
ſerable Conſequences of that fatal Shipwreck 
they had ſuffer'd, in the Reign of King Alaric, 
by endeavouring to 1 over into Sicily, the 
great Danger they had been in by their late At- 
tempt upon Africa, and the mighty Riſque they 
ran of becoming Slaves to the Romans, ſhould 
they happen to loſe the Battle: Whereas if they 
ſettled a Peace with them, they would become 
their Friends and Allies, and by their Aſſiſtance 
might be put in a Condition to carry on a vi- 
12 War againſt the Vandals, the Alans, the 
eves, and the Silinges; in a Word, he uſed fo 
many perſwaſive 


comprehend the 


Arguments to engage them to 
inflifpenſible Necetiity there 


Was 


r 1. I MW FS .& JT BY 1 W. WW 0, d A. $7 r ©. CF. oo. J< _ 


| Book; Revolutions in Spain; Ty 


was of coming to an Accommodation, that they 
readily comply d with whatever he deſir'd. '$ 

Conſtantius being inform'd how the Goths ſtood = 
diſpoſed, and impatient to have a Sight of 
Queen Placidia, whoſe Charms had made fo 
deep an Impreſſion in his Heart, he ſent a 


certain Perſon, whoſe Name was Emplucius, in 


Quality of his Embaſſador to Vallia with Or- 
ders to draw up the Articles of the Treaty; 
whereby it was agreed, I That the Goths 
ſhould ſend * Placidia to the Em her 
Brother with all the State and Honour ſuitable to 
her Rank and Dignity. II. That they ſhould 
e a League, and ſhould unite their Forces 
to wage War againſt the Barbarians in Spain, 
who tyrannized over the Provinces of the Em- 
pire. III. That the Emperor ſhould allot them 
certain Lands in Aguitain where Coy N 
ſettle themſelves in Quality of Vaſſals and 
Confederates of the Empire. IV. That he 
ſhould furniſh them with Six Hundred Thouſand 
Sacks of Wheat for their Subſiſtance. After 
theſe Articles were concluded upon, and ſign- 
ed, the Queen Hacidia was committed to the 


Care of Emplucius; and the Goths ſoon after 


began to make Preparations to remove the War 
into thoſe States which the Barbarians were poſ- 
ſeſſed of in the Heart of Spain, and the Sou- 
thern Provinces, where it was not long before 
they gain'd out Advantages over them; for 417. 
having turn'd their Arms towards Andaluſia, 


which Province the Vandals and the Silinges mi- 
ſerably oppreffed under the inſupportable Yoke 
of a barbarous Tyranny, they ſet upon them 
and gave them a notable Defeat in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Cordoua; and as they were reti- 
ring with the ſhattered Remnants of their Ar- 


419. 
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my towards the Sea Coaſts, Fallia purſued went 
till he had driven them almoſt as $ Tar as Cadiz, . 
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= Bu E Alans having made! themſelves 
Maſters of Lufitania, as has been al- 
ready declar'd, V alia marched out 
; with his Army, in Order to attack 

them. Attacus, their Sovereign, at 
firſt made a tolerable Defence, and gave good 
Proofs of his Courage, tho he always came off 
with the worſt; but in the laſt Battle he had 


with the Goths, he loſt his Life; and his Ar- 


my was ſo miſerably routed, that none eſca- 
ped falling by their Enemies Weapons, except 
thoſe who had the good Fortune to ſave them- 
ſelves by a precipitate Flight; nor had thoſe 
wretched Fugitives any other Aﬀter-game to play, 
but to take Sanctuary in the Dominions of Gon- 


deric ns of the Vandals, who, at that Time, 
was poſſe 


'd of the Weſtern Parts of Galicia, 
from the River Duero as far as Braga, ſo that 
from thence forwards, Gonderic aſſum'd the Tr 
_ tle of King of the Vandals and Alanus. 
Wallia, extremely fluſh'd with the Conqueſts 
he had made upon the Silinges and the Alans, 
reſolv'd to declare War againſt the Vandals and 
the Sueves; which alarm'd them ſo much, that, 
to ſecure themſelves from the Storm wherewith 
they were threaten'd, they diſpatch'd away an 
Embaſſy to Conſtantius, to beg Peace, upon Con- 
Alon that the 7 ſhould continue in the _ 
they 
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they were poſſeſs d of, under the Denomina- 
tion of Vaſlals to the Empire. Conſtantius, who 


2 perceiv'd that the Power of the Goths 


was already grown to a much higher Pitch than 
he deſir d it ever ſhould, - ſuppos'd that it would 
be of the [greateſt Importance to the Emperor's 
Intereſt to ballance that growing Power. This 


granting the Requeſts of the Vandals and Sueves, 
intending them as a Counter-poize to the Goths, 
in Caſe they ſhould attempt any Thing to the 
Prejudice of the Empire; and at the ſame Time 
he aſign'd them, for their Reſidence, certain 
Lands in Aquitain, and ratified the Treaty he 
had made with them: Upon which, Vallia with 
his Army, withdrew into Gaul, and eſtabliſh» 
ed his Court at Toulouſe. Hiſtorians differ about 
the Limits of his Dominions; but Proſper, Idac- 
cus, and St. Iidor affirm that they included the 
whole Province of Guyenne, according to its 


eſent Extent. Others pretend that the Di- 
ſtrict of the Angoumois, Poitou, and Berry were 


likewiſe Dependants upon that State. 
Vallia had ſcarce la 


his Subjects, extremely lamented, on Account 
of his extraordinary good Qualities. His Soul 


Reflection brought him to the Reſolution © of 


1d the Foundation of his 420. | 
Empire, but he died, and his Loſs was, by all 


was noble and generous, and his Heart firm 


and intrepid; he was prudent in his Underta- 
kings, and would never do any thing before he 
had maturely conſider'd the Conſequences ; but 
when he had once fixed his Reſolution, no Ob- 
ſtacle could ever deter him from proceeding, 
with the Proviſo he ſaw but the leaſt Proſpect 


of gaining his Point with any reaſonable Hopes 


of Safety. His Temper was ſweet and affable, 
by which he had fo intirely won the Hearts of 
Vor. I. . his 
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his Soldiers, that they voluntarily and joyfully 
follow'd him whereſoever he pleas'd to lead 
them, and thought themſelves always, as it were, 
ſure of- Victory when they fought under his 
Banner. He left no other Child but an only 
Daughter, who, ſome Time after his Death, 
marry d a Sneviſh Nobleman, by whom ſhe had 
a Son call'd Rezimer, of whom we ſhall have 
Occaſion hereafter to make mention. Theodo- 
ret, according to ſome Writers, or, as St. Au- 


flin and Olympiodorus call him, Theodoric, was 


elected in his Stead, as being the neareſt of 
Blood to the deceas'd King. 5 855 


REVOLUTION VI.“ 


HE Vandals and Sueves, who were 
SAG poſleſs'd of Galicia, and all the 
Ii Country which anciently went un- 
der that Denomination, ſeeing that 
2:60.01 the Emperor ſuffer'd them to enjoy 
their Acquiſitions unmoleſted, and firmly main- 
tain'd the Treaty he had made with them, ſo ill 
knew how to uſe their Happineſs, that for Want 
of an Occaſion of employing their Arms againft 
Strangers, they turn'd them againſt one ano- 
ther, upon ſome Diſputes ſtarted about the Li- 
mits of their reſpective Dominions. The Fate 
of the War remain'd, for a while, dubious and 
undecided, now theſe, and anon thoſe, ſeeming 
to have the Advantage over their Competitors: 
But Fortune, at laſt, declared herſelf intirely 


in Favour of the Vandalt, inſomuch that Her- 


meneric, 
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meneric, King of the Sueves, found himſelf re- 


duc'd to the mortifying, ' cruel Neceſſity of re- 
firing, with the miſerable Remains of Ye ſhat- 
ter d Army, to the Caves and craggy Rocks 
in the Nerbafian Mountains to ſeek a Sanctuary; 
the true Situation and Extent of which Moun- 
tains no Geographer has, to this Day, been 
able to fix. Gonderic, King of the fol- 
low'd him cloſe at the Heels, beſieg d, and 
had infallibly taken him, had he not timely 
call'd in the Romans to his Aſſiſtance; who look- 


ing upon his Ruin as a Thing which might 


—_— very fatal Conſequences to the Empire, 
patch'd away a Body of Troops in the Be- 


half of that unfortunate Prince, under the 


Conduct of Aferius their Governour in Spain, 
ſeconded ſoon after by Maurocellus his Lieute- 
naut, who oblig'd the Vandals to raiſe their 
Siege and to retirez at which Proceeding Gon- 
deric was ſo enrag'd againſt the Emperor, that, 
falling upon Braga, in his Retreat, he plun- 
der'd the Town, and put all the Inhabitants to 
the Sword; and from thence, carrying Fire and 
Slaughter into all the moſt noted Places of that 
Province, he filFd the whole with Horror, 
Blood, and Deſtruction: Nor did the cruel Ef- 
ou of his Vengeance and Reſentment ſtop 
ere. | TY 
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IEE following Year, finding that he 
had left nothing in Luſitania where- 
vithal to feed the devouring Fire of 
his inſatiable Revenge, he broke in- 
— to Betica, in which Province he had 
no ſooner taken Footing, but it became the 
Theatre of Murder, Robberies, Devaſtations, 
and Ruin; nor was it in the Power of the Im- 
rr Generals to apply any Remedy : This 
drove Honorius to ſuch a Perplexity, that to 
oblige thoſe Barbarians to quit all that Tra& of 
Land which extends along the Mediterranean 
Coaſt, from Algarve to the Mouth of the River 
Ebro, he was forc'd to call to his Aſſiſtance Pha- 
ramond King of France, with whom he had, not 
long before, made an Alliance, and Theodoret 
King of the Goths. VVV 
Being ſure of the Forces of thoſe his two Con- 
federates, he reinforc'd his own Troops with all 
the Recruits he could poſſibly raiſe, and when 
the three Armies were join'd, he gave the Chief 
Command of' the whole to Caſtinus, one of his 
Generals, ſending immediate Orders to Boni face, 
Governor of Africa, to paſs over into Spain with 
the utmoſt Expedition, which he did without 
loſing a Moment's Time: But his coming was 
to no Purpoſe, for Caſtinus, whoſe arrogant, 
haughty Diſpoſition could brook no Rival, or 
Equal in Command, ſhew'd him ſuch an Air of 
Diſdain and Contempt, and carry'd himſelf with 
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ſuch an inſufferable Inſolence towards him, that 
this great Man, poſtponing his own private 
Concerns to the Intereſt of the Publick, ſtifled 
his juſt Reſentment, and 'return'd Home with- 
out making any Noiſe upon the Account of his 
unworthy Treatment; judiciouſly ſuppoſing, that, 
ſhould the Vandals once come to the Knowledge 
of their Miſunderſtanding, they would not fail 
of making their utmoſt Advantage of ſuch un- 


ſeaſonable Diviſions. | 


 _ Caftinus, glorying more in his having oblig'd 


Bomface to repaſs the Sea, than he would have 
done had he obtain'd a compleat Victory over 
the Enemies of the Empire, was ſo elevated, 
that he made ſeveral very furious and ſucceſsful 
Attacks upon the Vandals, and in the firſt En- 
counters gain'd ſome notable Advantages over 
them; inſomuch, that he forc'd them to quit 
the Field, and to retire to a Place of Strength, 
where he laid cloſe Siege to them, and reduc'd 
them to ſuch Straights, that they were juſt rea- 
dy to yield themſelves up to the Diſcretion of 
the Romans ; when Gonderic, who held Intelli- 
gence with the Goths and the French, had Aſſu- 
rance given him from thoſe Quarters, that they 
would infallibly favour him, in Caſe he came 
to a Battle with the Romans : Upon which Pro- 
miſe he came out of his ſtrong Hold, and ad- 


 vancing towards the Imperialiſts, made a ve 


brisk Attack upon them. Caſtinus, tho* in his 
Heart he deſpis'd all the Efforts of an Enemy, 
whom, in every Reſpect, he imagin'd ſo much 
his Inferior, yet put himſelf in Order to receive 
him, fondly ſuppoſing it would coft him no 
more than the bats Trouble of chaſtifing the 


raſh Attempt of an inconſiderate Madman: But 
he reckon'd without his Hoſt; for they had 
C9 ſcarce 
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| ſoar ce exchang'd the firſt Blows, but the Goths 5 
drew off; the Defect of which Troops caus'd ſuch: 


a Chaſm in the Imperial Camp, that Caſtinus 
had only juſt Time to betake himſelf to a Joy 
cipitate Flight, retiring to Tarragona, and from 


thence to paſs haſtily into Tra to.carry thither 


the News of his Defeat; whilſt the Triumphant 
Vandals, cover'd with Lawrels, remain'd peace - 
able Poſſeſſors, and abſolute Maſters of the 
whole Province of Betica: All which fo highly 
elevated the Hopes, - and increaſed the Courage 
of Gonderick, that, after he had fitted out a pow- 
erful Fleet, he made a tertible Havock at Sea, 
plundering the Iſlands Majorca, Minorca, 'and 
Foica, and then, paſſing over to Catalonia, he: 


_ uſed unheard-of Cruelties all along that Coaſt. 


Amidft theſe Diſorders the Emperor Honorins 
died, the Fifteenth Day of Auguſt, and his 
Death was the Cauſe of Confuſions far greater 
than any had yet happen'd: For notwithſtand-- 
ing the Princeſs Nacidia, and her Son YValenti- 
nian, were declared his Succeſſors in the Empire, 
yet John, the Principal Secretary of State, uſur- 
ped the Throne, and cauſed himſelf to be pro- 
claim'd Emperor at Ravenna. ” | 

Caſtinus, who ſtill commanded the Army of 
Honorius, forgetful of his Duty, and of the great 
Favours he had receiv'd at that Emperor's Hands, 
openly favour'd this treaſonable Attempt ; and 
as he was intirely Maſter of all the Forces of 
the Empire, it was no difficult Matter for him 
to add a conſiderable Strength to the Uſurper s 
Party in Italy. He would willingly have done 
the ſame in Africa; but Count Boniface, who 
was ever faithful to his rightful Sovereigns, vi- 
> ap maintain'd the Intereſt of Placidia and 
her Son Valentinian; whilſt Theodoſius, —_— 
; | of 
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of the Eaſt, who bore a very tender Aſſection to 424. 


the young Prince, ſent a powerful Army into 
Ttaly, under the Conduct of Ardaburins and his 
Son Aſpar, to oppoſe and chaſtiſe the Tyrant; 
who not finding himſelf ſtrong enough to main- 
tain his Ground, or to ſupport the Character he 
had uſurp'd, called in the Goths, and other Bar- 
barous Nations, to his Aſſiſtance. 4 
Gonderic, grown rich and powerful with the 
Spoils he had made upon the Coaſts of Catalonia 
and Valencia, and taking Advantage from the 
crazy Condition and Diſturbances of the Em- 
ire, went and laid Siege to Carthagena, which 
lace made a vigorous Defence, and, far con- 
trary to his Expectations, held out, very obſti- 
nately, for a conſiderable Time: His Fury was 
by this irritated to ſuch a Degree, that when not 
able to make any farther Defence, but at laſt 
forc'd to furrender, he gave it over to be pil- 
laged, and then caus'd it to be ſet on Fire, and 
reduc'd to Aſhes. 7 N | . 
Whilſt the Vandals were making ſuch ſurpri- 
zing Progreſſes in the Southern Parts of Spain, 
the Sueves, in their Turn, being willing to make 
their beſt of the Troubles which the Uſurpation 
of John had occaſion'd in the Empire, took up 
Arms, and, under the Conduct of their King 
Hermeneric, they made a lamentable Devaſtation 
throughout the whole Province of Galicia, burn- 
ing, pillaging, and deſtroying all where-ever 
they went, and reduc'd all that Country under 
the Yoke of a moſt abject, miſerable Pe. 
Thoſe, who found Means to eſcape their barba- 
rous Fury, had Recourſe to the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt inacceſſible Places in the Mountains for 
Safety; where, having united in a Body, they 
- armed themſelves the 1. they could, and pour- 
mmm 
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ing down upon the Sueves with great Courage 
and Impetuoſity, they ſlew a vaſt Number of 
them, and forc'd them to ſet at Liberty all thoſe 
whom they had taken Captives, and to ratify 
the Treaty they had formerly made with them. 
Gonderic, after the pillaging and burning of 
Carthagena, broke into Andaluſia, deſtroying all 
the Places he found in his Way, and, at laſt, 
went and laid cloſe Siege to Seville, which ha- 
ving reduc'd, he cruelly put all the Inhabitants 
to the Sword; and then, adding Sacrilege to his 
Inhumanity, he determin'd to pillage the Tem- 
ples ; But he had ſcarce ſet his Foot within the 
Church which 1s dedicated to the Glorious Mar- 
tyr St. Vincent, but Gop, as an Inſtance of his 
rath at ſuch horrid Impiety, ſtruck him with 
ſudden Death. Upon this the Vandals imme- 
diately choſe in his Place, his Natural Son, 
whoſe Name was Genſeric. | 2 
The Empreſs, Placidia, not being ignorant 
how much it was her Intereſt to get the Vandals 
over to her Party, — Orders to Count Boni- 
face, (who, as has been already declar'd, com- 
manded in Africa,) to paſs over into Spain, with 
all Diligence to endeavour to conclude a Treaty 
with thoſe People. When the Count had re- 


ceivd the Empreſs's Commands, he embark'd 


for Andal ufc, where he found Genſeric well 
enough diſpos'd to hearken to the Propoſals he 
made him towards an Accommodation, ſo that, 
without much Difficulty, he ſoon concluded a 
Treaty with him, very much to the Advantage 
of the Empire; And happy would it have been 
for the Empire had he embark'd immediately 
after it was concluded! But it was decreed in 
the Book of Fate, that, whilſt this Great Man 
was fo ſedulouſly applying himſelf in * 4 
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ſuch Importance to the Empire, and ſucceeded 


ſo well in what he took in Hand, he ſhould, at 


the ſame Time, be working out his own De- 
ſtruction : . For having fallen paſſionately in 
Love with a Vandal Lady, he had ſeen at the 
Court of Genſeric, he married her, and took her 
with him over into Africa; where ſhe ſerved as 
a Pretext for his Enemies to ruin him with the 


— as we ſhall preſently find. 


Theodoret, King of the Goths, having quitted 
the Intereſt of Placidia to eſpouſe the Party of 
the Uſurper Fobn, imagin'd he had a favourable 
Occaſion offer'd him of inlarging the Limits of 


his Dominions in Gaul; and as Arles was a Place 


of the laſt Conſequence to bring him to his de- 
ſir'd Point, he beſieg'd it: But that Town ha- 


ving been ſpeedily relievd by Ætius, the Im- 


perial General, he was forc'd to raiſe the Siege, 
after having loſt a conſiderable Part of his Ar- 
my, and one of his Generals, whoſe Name was 
Anaulph. This KAR oblig'd him to ſue for 
Peace; which tins was the readier to grant, 
becauſe he was in Hopes, that, by accommoda- 
ting Matters with him, he ſhould be in a better 
Condition to carry on a War againſt the other 
Barbarians, who were making ſuch Devaſtations 
in Spain, and, by thoſe Means, he ſhould have 
the abſolute Management of the whole Empire: 
But Count Boniface being a great Obſtacle to his 


ambitious Views, he fully reſolv'd to ruin him 
with the Empreſs his Miſtreſs. | 


The better to ſucceed in ſo baſe a Deſign, he 
inſinuated to that Princeſs, That Boniface, whoſe 
Avarice was inſatiable, intirely ruin'd the whole 
Province of Africa, ſparing neither Poor nor 


Rich, Widow nor Orphan, Sacred nor Prophane: 


That the People made loud Complaints ou 
| 18 


26 be HISTORY of the 

his Proceedings; nay, That he had been ſuppli- 
cated by ſuch as were the moſt ſincerely zealous 
and moſt faithfully devoted to her Intereſt, to 
repreſent to Her Imperial Majeſty, in — 
Colours, the deplorable Perſecution under whicl 
they labour'd, and the Impoſſibility of their en- 
during any longer the Injuſtice and Oppreſſion 


of that Tyrant: And, to crown his perfidious 


Calumnies, he afſur'd her, He had undeniable 
Proofs, that the Traitor Boniface had no other 
View in his accumulating ſuch immenſe Riches, 
but only to have the Means of bringing about a 
Revolution, and of uſurping to himſelf the So- 
vereignty of all Africa, and diſmembering that 
noble Province from the Empire ; and that, to 
be certify'd of the Truth of all he had aſſerted, 
Her Majeſty had no more to do, but to ſummon 
the Count to repair to Court; for, ſaid this inſi- 
nuating Folitician, if he refuſes to make his Ap- 
pearance, there needs no clearer Demonſtration 
to convince Your Majeſty of his treaſonable De: 
ſigns; and if he comes, and can give evident 
Proofs of his Innocence, why then all neceſſary 
Meaſures may be taken to be ſecurer than ever 


of his Fidelity, by ſacrificing to his Reſentment 


thoſe who have aſpers'd his Character, by ſuch 
falſe Accuſations. oh | 
Placidia was ſo highly prepoſſeſs d in Ætins's 
Favour, and ſo ſoon forgetful of the great Ser- 
vices Count Boniface had done to the Empire; 
and all thoſe ſhining Inſtances of an inviolable 


Fidelity he had given, upon ſo many Occaſions, 


that ſhe conld, by no Means, avoid being taken 
in the Snare this cunning deceitful Sophifi 

laid under the Appearance of a falſe Zeal. 
Atius had gain'd a main Point in having been 


able to infuſe the Poiſon of ſo black a Perfidy 
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| as. he, was guilty of into the Heart of the Em- 


reſs Hacidia, and that with ſo little Difficulty : 
ut that was not ſufficient to make his Villany 
compleatz for he muſt likewiſe lay. another 
Snare for Count Boniface, whereby he might be 
brought to take ſome Steps, which might ſeem 
to give an Authority to his Accuſations, and 
might help to convict him of all thoſe Treaſons 
which had been fo falſly laid to his Charge. 
There could be nothing of a more plauſible Ap- 
arance than the Wile his Malice ſuggeſted to 

. He difpatchd away one of his Creatures 
over to Africa, to whom he gave a Letter for 
Count Boniface, in which, as his deareſt Friend, 


he informs him, That ſome ſecret Enemy had 
blacken'd his Character to the Empreſs, in ſuch 


a Degree, that ſhe had taken the Reſolution of 
ſending him Orders, very ſhortly, to repair to 
Court, and that, in ſending for him, ſhe had no 


other Aim than to make him loſe his Head. 
Some few Days after the Count had receiv'd 


this falſe Intelligence, a Meſſenger arriv'd from 
the Empreſs, with Orders for him to haſten 
away to the Imperial Court, with all Diligence. 
This Great Man, being, as it were, Thunder- 
ſtruck, made not the leaſt Heſitation to believe, 
that Placidia meant nothing leſs than to take a 
Life which had been ſo often expos'd to the 
greateſt Dangers for the Service of the Empire. 
Uncertain after what Manner to proceed in ſo 
perillous and preſſing an Exigence, he was upon 
the Point of reſolving to go and juſtify himſelf 
at her Feet : But when he came to reflect, that 
the Courts of Soveraign Princes are Theatres, 
upon which the Innocent are almoſt as often 
made Sacrifices of as the Guilty, all the nume- 
rous, and convincing Proofs he had given of his 
Lo SEP. WEEN 2 : Fi * unque- 
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unqueſtionable Fidelity, and inviolable Loyalty, 
appear'd to his Imagination to be too feeble a 
Security to protect him againſt the Malignity of 
Calumny. In this Perplexity, he believ'd that 
he ought to uſe all Imaginable Methods to avoid 
the Danger, and divert the Storm wherewith he 
was threaten'd, and to ſecure his Honour and his 
Life: And being very ſenſible of the Love and 


Friendſhip his Army had for him, he aſſembled. 


all the principal Officers, and painted out to 


them, in pathetick Terms, the cruel Dilemma 


he lay under, appealing to them all to be Wit- 
neſſes of his Innocence, conjuring them to be 
aſſiſting towards the Vindication of his Honour, 
and the Preſervation of his Life; aſſuring them, 
that he would be as juſt and exact in giving 
them Inſtances of his Gratitude and Acknow- 
ledgment, as he had been in recompencing their 
Services upon other Occaſions. e 
Thoſe Officers, highly incens'd at the Inju- 
ſtice, and unworthy Treatment practis'd againſt 
their General, advis'd him, That he ſhould be 
far from entertaining the leaſt Thought of de- 
livering himſelf up to the Fury of a Princeſs 
who had been prevail'd upon to alter her Re- 
ligion; but he ſhould be upon his Guard; and 


ttumat, for their Parts, he might abſolutely de- 


pend upon them, that they were all unanimouſſy 
reſolv'd to hazzard their Lives to convince him 
of their Sincerity, and how much they were at 
his Devotion. In fine, they ſaid ſo much, 
that, being aſſur'd of their Friendſhip, he de- 


termin'd to have no Regard to the Empreſs's 


Summons, but to vindicate his Innocence, and 


defend his Life, with Sword in Hand. But as 


he reaſonably fore- ſaw, that Placidia would in- 
fallibly ſend a ſtrong Body of Troops to ſeize 


upon. 
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upon his Perſon, and that his own Troops were 
unable to make Head againſt the Superior Pow- 
er ſhe mi gat probably employ upon that Ex- 
pedition, he diſpatch'd over a truſty Meſſen- 
r to Genſeric, King of the Yandals, to de- 
lire him to ſtand his Friend, and to ' favour - 
him with a ſpeedy. Supply of Men; repreſen- 
ng to that 8 That he might be ſure 
of finding wealthy Provinces to conquer, where 
his Subjects might eſtabliſh themſelves in com- 
fortable Settlements. Genſeric, whoſe Ambition, 
and Thirſt after Riches knew no Bounds, moſt 
greedily embrac'd ſo favourable an Opportu- 
nity, and diſmiſs'd Bonrface's Expreſs, with a 


Promiſe, That he would, with all convenient 


Speed, ms over into Africa, at the Head of 
Erphty Thouſand: den.. 
The Empreſs who had Intelligence of all that 4.27. 

1 Proceedings of 
Boniface through Opticks, ſullied and darken'd 
by the falſe Inſinuations of the perfidious Ætius, 
made not the leaſt Scruple of concluding, that 
the Governour of Africa had no other Intent 
but of uſurping the Imperial Authority, and 
of ſetting up for himſelf. Prepoſſeſsd with 
this Idea, after ſhe had conſulted with the Pa- 
trician Felix, and the treacherous tius, ſhe 
began to make Preparations to chaſtize this 
imaginary Uſurper with an Armed Hand. To 
this Effect, ſhe diſpatch'd over to Africa a Body 
of Troops, commanded by Mavortius, Gallio, 
and Sigrfoultus, her Generals. But Boniface 
was ſo well precaution'd, and receiv'd them in 
ſuch a Manner, that he defeated them in ſe- 


veral Encounters. But as he could not obtain 


thoſe Advantages over his Enemies without lo- 
ſing abundance of his Men, his ANDY, TM » 
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weaken'd and diminiſh'd, that, fearing he 
ſhould, at laſt, be oppreſs'd by the Inequality 
of Numbers, he ſent to make freſh Inſtances 
to Genſeric to haſten the expected Succours. | 
The Vandal King, according to his Promiſe, 
had already made all neceſſary Preparations 
in Order to tranſport his Army over to Africa. 
His Fleet was at Gibraltar, juſt ready to ſet 
Sail, his whole Equipage being already ſent 
Aboard, when News was brought him that Her- 


mengarius, King of the Sueves, taking the Ad- 


vantage of this favourable Juncture, when he 
thought he might make an eaſy Conqueſt of 
the Vandal Dominions, had penetrated into Luf- 
tania, where he committed many Outrages, 


and ravag'd all at his Pleaſure. The City of 
Merida alone made a long Reſiſtance z; but be- 


ing at laft forc'd to ſurrender, the Inhabitants 
were all put to the Sword. The Church of 


St. Eulalia, Patroneſs of the City, was pillag'd, 


and the Eccleſiaſticks had no more Mercy ſhewn 
them than the Laity. : 

Genſeric being inform'd of theſe Barbarities 
of the Sneves, ſuſpended his African Expedition, 
for a while, and march'd away directly to- 
wards them, to prevent them from Joining their 
Army with the Roman Forces; and being come 
up with them, in the Neighbourheod of Me- 


7:da, he attack d them ſo furiouſly, that they 
1 


were intirely routed. Hermengarius, ſeeing hi 


Army thus miſerably cut to Pieces, betook 


ſelf to Flight, with ſuch Precipitancy, and 


in ſo much Diſorder, that he fell into the River 
Guadiana, and was there drowned. je 
The King of the Vandals, being thus victo- 
rious, and enrich'd with the Spoils of the van- 
quiſh'd Sueves, made no Stay, but departed ”* 
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all Diligence, and went on Board his Fleet, 


to haſten to the Aſſiſtance of Boni face in Af 


rica, where we ſhall leave him hotly engag'd 
with the Romans, (over whom he gain'd ſur- 
prizing Victories, which more properly concern 
the Roman Hiſtory, than the Revolutions in 
Spain) and return to the Sueves, the Know- 
ledge uy whoſe Affairs is more to our preſent 

urpoſe. oy ove; | 

Thoſs People having been routed after the 
Manner we have obſerv'd, the wretched Re- 
mains of their tatter d Army return'd into Ga- 
licia, where at their Arrival, they choſe Her- 
meneric King, a brave Soldier, and a Perſon 


of great Prudence and Sagacity; who to ſe- 


* 


cure to himſelf the peaceable Enjoyment of 
his Dominions, expreſsly recommended to his 
Subjects, that they ſhould maintain Peace, and 
an amicable Correſpondence with their Neigh- 
bours, the Inhabitants of the Country. But 
thoſe Barbarians, had been too much inur'd 
to War, Plunder, and Rapine, to continue long 
quiet and unactive; ſo that, before they. had 


well taken Breath, they broke the Treaty they 4.31. 


had made with the Galicians, and committed 
many unheard-of Diſorders and Cruelties. . 


That poor diſtreſſed Nation, being wholly 


defenceleſs, and unable to reſiſt ſuch power- 
ful Enemies, diſpatch'd away, in all Diligence, 
one of their Biſhops, whoſe Name was Ida- 
cus, to repreſent to Atius, who commanded 
the Imperial Army in Gaul, their deplorable 
Caſe, with the Particulars of the wretched Con- 
dition to which they were reduc d. Whilſt the 
Prelate was gone on his Embaſſy, they reti- 
red, with what few Forces they had, to thoſe 


Parts of the Province which were beſt capable 


of 


, 


＋ 


: "Ry 


| 32 The HISTORY of the 73-87 


of making a Defence; from whence, watch» 
ing their Opportunites, they made ſeveral Suc- 
ceſsful Sallies, in which they deſtroy' d a conſi- 
derable Number of their Enemies, and took 
many Priſoners: This oblig'd Hermeneric to put 
a Stop to his Hoſtilities, and to make a Truce, 
and by a general Exchange of Priſoners, the 
Japtive Galicians were all releas d to redeem the 
Sue ves who had been lately taken. 


The Goths who were in Gaul, being infor- 


med of what paſs'd in Galicia, ſent an Em- 


baſſador, eall'd Vetto, to propoſe an Alliance 


with King Hermeneric : But whether he was 


apprehenſive of their having ſome ſecret De- 
ſign upon him, or thought himſelf ſtrong enough 
to ſtand upon his own Legs, and to extricate 
himſelf out of his preſent Straights, without 
their Aſſiſtance, is uncertain z but it as very 
certain that their Embaſſador return'd without 
concluding any Thing. „„ 
Atius touch d with the lively Repreſentations 
made him by the Biſhop Idacus, gave Orders 
to Count Cen ſorius to depart immediately for 


Spain, to oblige the Sueves to make Peace with 


the Galicians; which if they ſhould offer to 
diſpute, he was to let them know, That he 
could not avoid joining his own Forces with 
the Galicians, in Order to compel them to a 


Compliance. Hermeneric was Maſter of more 
Prudence, and a better Politician than to re- 


fuſe the Mediation of the Romans, at a Jun- 
cture when he had ſuch prevailing Reaſons to 


avoid coming to a Rupture with them; fo that, 


without the leaſt Heſitation, he enter'd upon 
the Negotiation, and the Preliminaries of a ſo- 
lemn Treaty of Peace were ſoon agreed upon: 
But Count Cen ſorius being ſuddenly rect by 
: | Placidia, 
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ture, and broke off the Treaty he had formerly 
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Hacidià, he left it to be concluded by the Biſhops 
of the Province, who manag'd Matters ſo well, 
that the enſuing Year the Peace was ſolemnly 433. 
proclaim'd, and Simphoſins, | a Prelate of great 
Merit and Diſtinction, was nam'd as Embaſlador, 
to carry the Articles to the Empreſs. 
While Matters ſtood. thus, the Vandals were ſo 
ſurprizingly ſucceſsful in Africa, that Placidia, 434. 
finding the united Strength of the whole Em- 
pire too weak to put a Stop to their rapid Pro- 
greſs, ſent to offer them Peace, and agreed, 
That they ſhould remain in Poſſeſlion of all their 
Conqueſts; upon Condition they held them of 


the Empire; and paid a certain annual Acknow- 
7 . : To this they willingly conſented, 
A 


were the readier to accept thoſe Propoſals, 
as being ſufficiently weary of a War, the Con- 
ſequences whereof, however glorious and advan- 
tageous they had been to them, had yet wea- 
ken'd their Army to ſuch a Degree; that they 
were fearce in a Condition to keep the Field 
any longer. | : e 
This Peace gave ſo great an Umbrage to The- 435. 
odoret, King of the Goths, who apprehending 
leſt the Romans, who kept up a powerful Army 
in Gaul, ſhould have an Inclination to make 
War upon him, that he himſelf began the Ru 


made with them; and immediately retiring was 


with his Troops, he went and made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of all the Country lying in the Neighbour- 
hood of Narbonne, and then laid Siege to that 
important Place: But the Garriſon within de- 
fended themſelves with ſo much Bravery and 
Reſolution, that he was fore'd to leave off his 
fruitleſs Attempt, and withdrawing to ſome Di- 
ſtance, he chang'd his Siege into a Blockade, 

Vol. I. D | and 


437. 
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and held che Town ſtill inveſted, in Order (o 


prevent the Romans from relieving their Neceſſi- 
ties. This Blockade reduc'd the Inhabitants of 


that Place to ſuch Straights, that now being un- 


der much greater Apprehenſions of dying with 
Hunger, than by their Enemies Swords, they 
found Means to inform Ætius of their miſerable 
Condition; and as the utter Ruin of the Em- 
pire's Affairs in Gaul intirely depended _ 
the Loſs. of that City, he immediately ſent 
away Littorius, a General- of high Diſtinction 
upon Account of his great Valour and Conduct, 


with expreſs Orders to uſe all poſſible Means to 
relieve it. This courageous Commander, fol- 


low'd by a conſiderable Body of Cavalry, being 
come to a certain Poſt, not far diſtant from the 
Enemy, caus'd each Horſe-man to faſten a Sack 
of Wheat, of a moderate Size, upon his-Horſe's 
Crupper, and ordering the Trumpets to ſound, 
he broke in upon the Enemy, on a full Career, 


when they leaſt dreamt of his being ſo near, 


and forcing his Way thro* their Ranks, with fo 
impetuous a Rapidity, that, without giving them 
Time to recover themſelves from their Conſter- 


nation, he put them to a diſorderly Flight, and 


got into the diſtreſſed Town. Proſper, Tdacius, 
and St. Ijdor, attribute this brave and hazardous 
Action. to Atius; but all other Hiſtorians who 
make mention of it, confidently affirm, That 


the Glory is wholly due to Littorius, and that, 


if Atius might have laid Claim to any Share of 
that Honour, it was only as a Superior Com- 
mander, (he being General of all the Imperial 
Armies) and for having ſent Littorius upon that 
-memorable Expedition. FELT: 


- . The Inſolence of the Goths in Gaul had ſo 
| lentiman, 
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leutinian, that they fully determin'd to redouble 


their Forces, at once to extirpate a Nation, that, 
for many Years, had kept the Empire in a con- 
tinual Combuſtion. To this Effect, they liſted, 
and took into the Empire's Pay, a very conſide- 
rable Number of Huus, a People with whom 
they held a very amicable Correſpondence; ſend- 
ing, at the ſame Time, Count Cenſor to Her- 


meneric, King of the Sueves, to contract an Al- 


liance with him, whereby that Prince engag' d 
himſelf, never to give the Goths any Kind of 
Ailiftance, nor to give the leaſt Diſturbance to 
any of the Provinces, in Spain, which belong'd 


to the Empire. 


Tbeodoret, having Intelligence of all that 2 
diſpatch'd away a Noble Goth, a Perſon of the 
higheſt Rank and Diſtinction, whoſe Name was 
Freſimond, to the Court of King Hermeneric, in 
Order to propoſe the ſettling an Offenſive 
League between thoſe two Nations. What Suc- 
ceſs theſe two Embathes had, was never poſi- 
tively known; but, about this Time, Hermene- 


ric having renew'd, and confirm'd the Peace he 
had, Four Years before, concluded with the Ga- 438. 


licians, it is, with great Probability, from thence 
ſuppos'd, that he preferr'd the Roman Intereſt to 
that of the Goths, which gave Ætius a favoura- 


ble Occaſion to make all neceſſary Preparations 


towards carrying on the War; and when all was 
ready, he march'd againft the Goths, with whom 
he had ſeveral Skirmiſhes and Encounters, in 
which the Barbarians loſt great Numbers of their 
Men; but at the ſame Time, he found his own 
Army ſo weaken'd and decreas'd, that he was 
oblig'd to paſs that whole Year without ventur- 
ing to come to a general Engagement, by which 
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Means the Goths had Time to breathe, till K 
ing themſelves upon the Defenſive. 797 85 
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ee T this Time, Hermeneric, King of 
the Szeves, viſibly finding his Health 
was every Day more and more upon 
the Decay, and that he was no lon- 
— grr able to ſuſtain the Burden of the 
Government, he ſet the Crown: upon the Head 
of his Son Rechilus, with the Approbation and 
Conſent of all the Sueves, who ſoon after pro- 
claim'd him King, with great Solemnity. He 
was a Prince endow'd with very excellent Qua- 
kfications; and above all was of a Martial Diſ- 
poſition, - and a great Lover of the Exerciſes of 
the Field. . The Crown was no fooner plac'd up- 
on his Head, but he gave Orders that all his 
Forces ſhould prepare themſelves for a Cam- 
pain, and be ready at the firſt Summons. 
When his Army was in a Condition to begin 
their March, he enter'd into the Province of An- 
daluſia, pilaging, burning, and deſtroying all 
he found in his Way, carrying Terror along 
with him where-ever he went, even to the Ro- 
man Camp, which was there, under the Com- 
mand of Andevotus, Governor of the Province 
for the Empire; who, in Order to put a Stop to 
the Impetuoſity of this Torrent, had aſſembled 
all the Forces he could poſſibly muſter up, and 
went to make Head againſt thoſe Barbarians, 
coming up with them upon the Banks < the 
ver 
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River Geuil, and there confronted them, with a 


certain Sternneſs in his Aſpect, which gave evi- 


dent Signs of the vehement Inclination he had 
to come to Blows with them. Rechilus, who 
was nothing inferior to him in Perſonal Cou- 
rage and Bravery, fiercely accepted the Battle, 
and, in an Inſtant, both the Armies were in 
Motion, and began to engage. The Romans ſu- 
ſtain d the furious Attacks of the Sueves with ex- 
traordinary Valour and Intrepidity: The Fight 
was very obſtinate, and bloody, and the Suc- 
ceſs remain d dubious for a eonſiderable Space; 
but at length, Fortune declard herſelf in Fa- 


_ wour of the Barbarians, who gave an intire De- 


feat to the Romans, enrichd themſelves with 
their Spoils, and remain'd abſolute Maſters of 


Such conſiderable Loſſes; and ſo very fre- 439, 
quently repeated, in almoſt every Province of 


the Empire, exceedingly troubled and perplex d 


the Emperor Valentinian, but nothing ſtuck fo 


_ cloſe: to his Heart as the audacious Infolence of 
the Gothsz' fo that we may reaſonably aver, that 
he omitted no Occaſion, but did his utmoſt to 
ruin, and, if poſſible; to extirpate that perfidi- 


ous Nation. Atius, to ſecond his Maſter in 
what he ſo earneſtly wiſh'd for, ſent Littorius, 
once more, againſt thoſe People, with a very 


gallant : Army. This General was no ſooner 
come within Sight of his Enemies, but (having 


caus'd the Augurs to perform their Sacrifices, 
to know whether the Event would: prove fortu- 
nate or not, according to the Cuſtom of Paga- 
iſm, of which he made Profeſſion,) he imme» 

diately offer d them Battle. A 
Teodoret, who was a Perſon not us d to ſhrink, 
when there was any Proſpect of gaining either 
ü 7 


my, in which he repreſented to them, That the 
Buſineſs they were then about, was to immor- 
talize their Names, by triumphing over the 
Vanquiſhers of fo many Nations, Whale Over- 
throw would put them in à Condition to enjoy, 


with Honour, the glorious Fruits of their long 


and painful - Labours E. That, for his 'OWN: 4 
he was firmly reſol vd to loſe a Thouſand Lives, 
rather than to let flip! fo favourable an Occaſion 
of convancing the World that he was not un- 
worthy the Honour of being their General; and 


that, from the Example he was going to ſet ; 


them, they ſhould learn how to perform their 
D 4 6 3 14 
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He had ſcarce finiſſid his Harangue, when 
Littorius, moſt inconſiderately advancd to at- 
tack the Gaths in their Camp, which was de- 
fended by a very ſtrong Intrenchment, and who 
had no ſooner receiv'd the firſt Onſet the Romans 
made them, but they pour d in upon them with 
fo much Valour and Impetuoſity; and, at the 
ſame Time, in ſuch geo J Ordet, that the Im- 
perial Army, not able to ſtand ſo vigorous a 
Shock, was intirely defeated, and Littorius him 
ſelf made Priſoner of Matt 
After ſo compleat a Victory, it might have 
been reaſonably expected, that the Gotha would 
have aſpir'd to ſome: farther Conqueſts; never- 
theleſs, in a few Days after the Battle, they 
ſent an Embaſſy to tius to demand Peace, 
without any Hiſtorian's being able to dive into 
the real Motives which induc'd them to take 
thoſe Steps. The Roman General, over-joy'd to 
find them ſo well inclin'd, willingly accepted 
their ns, and the Peace was immediately 
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- While the Roman ums were employda 
the Gothe in Gaul, the Sueviſb King, 
attack d the City of Merida, took it, and 


inſt 440; 
cnet 
himſelf Maſter of all Luſſtunia. This Proceeds 
ing touch d the Emperor ſo to the Quick, that 
he immediately ſent Count Cenſorius into Spain, 
to ſollicit Rechilus- to renew the Peace with the 
Empire, to forbear moleſting the Provinoes un- 
der the Roman Obedience, and to make Reſtitu- 
tion of whatever he had taken from them in 
his late Conqueſts. But notwithſtanding all the 
Rhetorick Cexſorius us d, and the lively Repre- 
ſentations he; made him, that  victemus King 
| would never give Ear to any Accommodation; 
+ 8 That, ſince Heaven had furniſh'd 
m with.a favourable Opportunity to enlarge 
the Bounds: of his Dominions, he was very far 
from being in the Humour to let it ſlip out of 
ö his Hands. 1⁰ 3 EDDA un zur! . 5 4 1 525 55 7 
6 Cen ſorius, quite confounded,” and highly in- 
0 cens d at ſo inſdlent a Refuſal, retird to Mepbla, 
0 a Place ſituated upon the Bank of the River 
: Guadiana, with the Reſolution of waiting there 
A 
— 


till the Arrival of the expected Recruits, to op- 
poſe the Progreſs of the Sueves; but Rechilut, 
who follow'd him cloſe,” went and beſieg d him 
in that Place, forc'd it to ſurrender upon Capi- 
tulations, and took that General Priſone. 
Amidſt all theſe Triumphs, King Herneneric 
died at Merida, leaving to his Son à compleat 
Model of all Military and Political Vertues. 
Rechilus, after he had ſolemnly perform d the 


441. 


vaded Audaluſa, laid Siege to the City of Seville, = 
and, in'fine, took it, in Spite of all Oppoſition: 1 
And underſtanding that Sabinus, Biſhop of that | | 
Place, had been very ſtrenuous in his $olhcita- 
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tions with the Inhabitants to continue firm in 


their Loyalty to the Empire, he ſent him int6 


Baniſhment, and, in His Stead, inveſted Epiphas 


uus with the Biſhoprick; who, to attain to that 


eminent Dignity, had practis d all thoſe inſinu- 
ating baſe Artifices, which an ambitious Prieſt, 
who had neither Faith nor Religion, could be 
capable of. inventing. Lt een Qt ee e 
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AB 1NUS, having been thus injuſt 
iy and ignominiouſſy baniſh'd from 
sg Seville, went into Gaul, to give 
6 Atius an Account of what had 


as Nat General found himſelf in no Capacity to 
relieve them; the King of the Sueues, meeting 


with no Obſtacle, made himſelf Maſter of the 
whole Province, and of all the Carthagenenſis, 
which, at this Pay, goes under the Nenomina- 


tion of The Kingdom of Toledo. The Territo- 
ries of Tarragona were ſo ill provided with 
Troops, and even thoſe they had were ſo ill paid, 
. wholly unable to ſubſiſt, they uni- 
ted themſelves With a yery numerous Band of 
Out-Laws, and committed ſuch Murders and 
Robberies in the Towns, and all over the Couns 


try, that the Emperor was apprehenſive of 4 


Revolution in all the Eaſtern Parts of Spain, which 


would produce Conſequences more fatal to the 


Empire, than any that had hitherto happen'd. 
Upon this Account he immediately ſent away a 


Body 


been tranſacted in Anaalufia. But 
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1 who, after he had deſtroy'd a conſiderable 


that harraſs d Province remain'd in Peave. But 
the other Parts of the Country were not free 


olutions in Spain: 41 
Body of Recruits, under the Command of Afar 44.2; | 


Number of thoſe: Robbers, and had taken _ 443, 
of them Priſoners, he diſpers d the reſt, ſo ef | 
fectually, that being never afterwards able to 
form themſelves into any eonfiderable Body, 7 
they deſiſted from their former Outrages, and 


from the Incurſions of thoſe Out-Laws; for, not 

knowing how to ſubſiſt in Catalonia, they ſpread 444. 
themſelves all over Navarre and Biſcay, under | | 
the Appellation of Bagandes, took Araciel, made | | 
greater Devaſtations, and us'd more Extortion, 


0 Ren thoſe Countries, than they had done ; 
the Year before in Catalonia. 


At this Time Afurins was recalld, nor 
was the Motive for his being laid afide ever 
known; Merabaudes, his Son-in-law, a Spantard 
by Extraction, a moſt eloquent Perſon, and an 
excellent Poet, was ſent in his Stead. He had 
no ſooner taken the Staff, but he ſet out in 
Search of the Bagandes, of whom he put a con; 
ſiderable Number to the Sword, and took abun- 
dance of them Priſoners, who all met with very 
ſevere Puniſhments, and the reſt diſpers d, and 
betook themſelves to Flight: As for Merabandes, 


after he had quite extirpated thoſe Robbers, he 
Was recall'd back to Rome. The Name of the 


General who ſucceeded him in that Poſt is not 
mention'd in any Hiſtory, While the inner- 
moſt Parts of Galicia' were harraſs'd with theſe 
Diſturbances, the Vandals made a Deſeent upon 445 
the Coaſts of' that Province, which they plun- 
der'd and deſtroy d, and taking a vaſt Number of 
the Inhabitants, they carry'd them Priſoners to 
Carthage. Pein DALE 1 SIEM 7 2: 
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under an abſolute Neceſſity either to drive the 


Sueves out of the Provinces of the Carthagenenfis, 
and Andaluſia, or to bid an eternal Adieu to al 


the remaining Part of his Dominions in Spain, 
ſent thither Avitus at the Head of a numerous 
Army, conſiſting of Romans, and Goths, (which 
laſt, King Theodoret, by Virtue of the Treaty of 
Alliance made with him, Five Years before; had 
ſent to his Aſſiſtance) with expreſs Orders, ne- 


ver to lay down his Arms, till he had totally 
exterminated 'thoſe.. Barbarians, except they 
would agree, by fair Means, to make Reſtitu- 


tion of all they had uſurp d from the Empire. 
This Order was, certainly, very much for his 
Intereſt, but the Execution of it was not ſo eaſy 
as he imagin'd, as appear d by the Succeſs. of 
the Imperial Arms, the Miſcarriage whereof, 
in Reality, ought to be imputed to the ill Con- 
duct of Avitus, and the Avarice of the Goths: 
For the very firſt Steps the Romans took, were 
to execute inhuman and unheard-of Cruelties 
upon the- 4 Native 8 and the 
Got hs, a People knowing littſe of regular Diſci- 
pline, and inur'd to Spoil and Rapine, treated 
thoſe poor People, rather like Enemies whom 
they were about to bring under their Yoke, 


than like à Branch of the Empire whom they 


were ſent to protect from Oppreſſion, and to de- 
liver from the heavy Bondage of the Barbarians, 
under which they groan'd;' inſomuch, that what 
they ſuffer d from their Protectors was infinite- 


I more than they had ever done from the Ty- 


rants, their Conquerors. 


©  Rechilus, who 1 obſerv d every one 
of the falſe Steps the Romans and the Goths ſo 


imprudently made, and ſaw the Effects ſuch 
Tos | Proceed- 


** 4. 


for ſome 
even making a Shew as if he had very little In- 


the People. As ſoon as he ha 
of the Government into his Hands, he made an 
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ugs were like to produce, kept himſe 
ime, only upon the Defenſive, . — 


clination to come to a Battle: But hen he ſaw 
a convenient Opportunity of attacking his Ene- 


mies, he fell upon them with ſo reſiſtleſs an 
Impetuoſity, that he gave them a total Defeat, 


and: oblig' d their General to betake himſelf to 
Flight: This Victory put him in à Condition to 
ravage, at his Pleaſure, all the Tons and Cities 
under the Obedience of the Empire, and to con- 


tinue abſolute Maſter of the Field till his Death, 448. 


which happen'd Two Months after this Battle. 
He was a Prince whoſe Valour and Conduct can 


never be too much commended. Notwithſtand- 


ing he was a Prgan,' he kept very good Mea- 

ſures with the Chriſtians, 

able to'them. 
The Sueves being thi 


LY 
$ 
[i 


| $7 OL DILLY Bs 07 
thus | depriv'd of à King, 


whoſe Memory was extremely dear to them, 


thought they could, by no Means, repair that 


great Loſs better than by electing Rechiair, or 


icciarius, for his Succeſſor. He was a v 
good Chriſtian, and was endow'd with Qualifi 
cations abundantly ſufficient to render him 


worthy to occupy the Throne, to Which he was 


call'd with the unanimous 1 —— of all 


Irruption into Luſttunia, and ravag'd all thoſe 
Parts that were under the Roman Obedience; 


after which he ſent to demand the Daughter of 449. 


which was eaſily comply'd with, and the Prin- 
ceſs was conducted to the Frontiers of Navarre, 


whither he march'd to receive her, at the Head 
of a numerous Army, which made a terrible 


evaſtation 


and was very favour- | 


taken the Reins 


— - 
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Hevaſtation over all the Country. About that 
Time, Count Cenſorius, Who was a Priſoner at 
Seville, having endeavour'd to raiſe a Sedition in 
the City, was taken and beheaded. © 
- While the Romans met with ſuch Loſſes and 
Misfortunes from every Quarter, 'a certain Per- 
ſon nam'd Baflins, who was the Leader of a 
great Band of Out-Laws, broke into Tarayona, 
the Inhabitants of which Place, getting into the 
Church, fortify'd themſelves therein, | and made 
a very reſdlute Defence: But being over-power'd 


by Numbers, they were oblig'd to capitulate, 


and to yield themſelves to their Enemies, upon 
the Condition, that their Lives ſhould be ſpar'd; 
yet, notwithſtanding that Capitulation, they 
were every one maſſacred, not excepting their 

worthy Biſnop Leo, who, like a good Paſtor, 
fell a Victim to the Fury of thoſe Barbarians, 
at'the Bead bf his Flag” 2 ond nu 
_ * Rechiair, who was the Inheritor, both of the 
Ambition, and of the Valour of his Predeceſſor, 
meditated nothing leſs than the total Deſtruction 
of the Romans. But as his own Troops were 
far from being ſufficient for ſuch an Enterprize, 
he determin'd to increaſe. his Army by the Ad- 
dition of a good Part of the Forces of his Father- 
in-law. To this Intent, he ſet out, in the 
Month of July, to make him a Viſit, and to 
propoſe ſeveral Matters very much to the Ad- 
vantage of both Nations. It is uncertain whe- 
ther he went to him at Tonlouſe, or if they 
met upon the Frontiers; But what is indiſputa- 
bly true, is, That, immediately after his Re- 
turn, he incorporated into his Army Baſilius, 
the Captain of thoſe Out⸗Laws, before men: 
tion d, with all his Followers; which additio- 
nal Strength having mightily increasd his 


. 
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Power, he over-ran and ruin'd the whole Terri- 
tory of Saragoſſa, ſurpriz'd Lerida, which he pil> 
gd. took incredible Numbers of Priſoners, and 
return'd Home loaded with Riches, without ha- 
ving met with the leaſt Oppoſition from the 
Romans, fo much were their Forces debilitated, 
and even thoſe they had were employ'd in Gaul, 
agamſt the Huns, who had invaded thoſe Pro- 
vinces, under the Command of Attila; and who 
caus'd fo great a Conſternation in the Empire, 
and had brought it to ſuch an Exigence, that 
Rachiair believd he ſhould intirely derogate 
from the Rules of Policy if he let ſlip this Op- 
rtunity without — an Advantage of it: 
that he wholly apply'd himſelf to make De- 


predations in all the Countries the Romans were 45 8 


poſſeſs d of in Spain, and had infallibly made 


an abſolute Conqueſt of the ſame, had not Va- 


lentinian ſpeedily put a Stop to the farther Pro- 

eſs of his Enterprizes, by a Treaty of Peace, 
o very advantageous to the Sueves, that it was 
eaſy for all the World to perceive the miſerable 
Condition to which the Empire was reduc'd ; 
and ſtill more, when it was known, that the 
Emperor, ſeduc'd by the Calumnies of Maximus 


whoſe Wife he had raviſh'd, had ſlain Ætius in 


his own Appartment z which General, by his 

rſonal Bravery and great Prudence, had, ſo 

ng, ſuſtain'd the, almoſt extinguiſh'd, Glory 
of the Empire, and whoſe Memory was © very 
dear to the Soldiery, that, in Order to revenge 
his Death, they favour'd the ambitious Deſigns of 
him who, by his Inſinuations and Impoſtures, 
had been the Cauſe of it, proclaiming him Em- 
peror, and aſſaſſinating Valentinian, on the Se- 
venth of March, aged Thirty Seven Years, the 
Day deſtin d by the Decrees of Providence, 9 

t 


455» 


. 


Race of Theodoſus the Greet. 


Tumults and Commotions, which had been 
rais'd upon the proclaiming” of Maximus, were 
— and the Voices of the whole People 


were unanimouſly united to confirm him in his 
Imperial Dignity. This caus d that Uſurper to 


prow ſo exceedingly haughty and inſolent, that 
e forc'd Eudoxia, the late Emperor's Widow, to 
give him her Hand, and had the Weakneſs to 


make her his Confident in the Treaſons and 


Villanies he had committed, in Order to get Poſ- 
ſeflion of' the Empire, and her Perſon : © The 
Knowledge of all which enrag'd that Princeſs to 


ſuch a Pitch, that ſhe refolv'd to take a moſt 


cruel Vengeance, even at the Expence of her own 
Life, and the total Ruin and Subverſion. of the 
Empire; preferring the Satisfaction of gratify- 
ing her Reſentment and Revenge to all what- 


ever was deareſt to her in the World. As a deep ! 


Diſſimulation muſt, of Neceſſity, be the very 
Soul of her Deſign, ſhe feigw'd herſelf extreme- 
ly touch'd with a Senſe of Gratitude and Ac- 
knowledgment for all that Love had made him 
undertake for her Sake; but when ſhe found an 
Opportunity, ſhe diſpatch'd away one of her Crea- 


tures to Genſeric, - King of the Vandals, to give 


him Information of all the perfidious Treachery 
Maximus had been guilty of, to facilitate his 
Uſurpation, and to intreat him, upon the Ac- 
count of the friendly Underſtanding which had 


been cultivated between him and Valentinian, to 


take up Arms, and to come and reſcue an un- 

fortunate Princeſs out of' the Hands of ſo im- 

wm a Tyrant; repreſenting to him, That the 

mperial Troops, the greateſt Part of 8 8 
1 5 Ce 


Valenti nian was no ſooner dead, but all thoſe 
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CC A... 4-4 ye Tt DSL: ? 


L 
2 
4 
8 
1 
5 
E 
E 
h 
4 


ner of Obſtacle to his Enterprizes; and — 


Revo "IP in Spin 47 ; | 
cies under a Man whom 


ſtes, than a lawful Emperor, would be no Man- 


him, That he might depend upon finding, in 
the Hearts of the diſcontented Part 15 a Scure 
and infallible Sanctuary. 

Genſeric, mov'd at the untimely Death of 
that unfortunate Prince, his Friend, and the 
unhappy State of the Empreſs Endoxia, Hed 
out Orders, That his Fleet, which he ! kept al- 
ways in a Readineſs to put out to Sea upon all 
Occaſions, ſhould be prepar'd to weigh Anchor at 


a = Moments Warning: And, when he had got 


his T together, he embark'd, and ſet Sail, 
bendin ng his Courſe towards Italy, where he ſoon 


arriv'd, and made himſelf Maſter of Rome, with- 


out meeting with the leaſt Oppoſition from thoſe 
who had the Command in that City. The — 4 
jority of the Inhabitants of that . — 
were fo much ſurpriz'd at ſo unex — 
Event, that ſuppoſing their whole Safety x nap 
ed upon a haſty Flight, every one got away to 
ſecure himſelf as beſt he could. The Tyrant 
himſelf having loſt all Courage, and in the 
greateſt Conſternation imaginable, endeavour'd 
to-make his Eſcape, but ſome of thoſe who had 
Reſolution enough to continue in the City, 
fiez'd upon his Perſon; and looking upon him 
to be the Author of all their Calamities, they 


deliver d him up to the enrag'd Populace, and 


Soldi who, 3 in an Inſtant, cut him in Pieces, 
21 him into the Ty ber. When that Uſur- 
por was dead, Genſeric plunder'd the City, and 
enrich'd with the immenſe Treaſures he 

1 therein, he re-embark'd, With the Em- 


preſs, 
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cidia, and-return'd to Carthage. * 


The Imperial Throne being become | Vacant; 


Theodoret, King of the Goths, caus'd Avitus, Ge- 
neral of the Roman Troops in Gaul, to be pro- 


claim d Emperor, and concluded with him a 


ſtrict Alliance, with a League, Oflenſive and 
Defenſive, - which was approv'd of by all the 
Subjects of the Empire, becauſe of the great 
Advantages the Romans hop'd to reap thereby; 
in the Deſign they had laid of Going their ut · 
moſt to humble the growing Power of the Sueves 
in Spain. This, nevertheleſs, was no Obſtable 
to prevent Rechiair from making an Irruption 
into the Carthagenenſis, (which Province he ut- 


terly ary) nor from taking Poſſeſſion of all 


the chief Towns which lay moſt conveniently: 
for his Purpoſe, without meeting with the leaſt 
Oppoſition from the Romans, who even made no 
Shew of moving in their Defence. All they 
did, was to fend, on their own Part, and on 
that of Theodoret, King of the Goths, a certain 
Nobleman, whoſe Name was Fronton, accompa- 
ny'd by another, whom none of the Hiſtorians 
have nam'd, to ſollicit him to ratify, the Treas 
0 of Peace he had made with the Empire. 
But, far from giving Ear to their Propoſals, af - 
ter having firſt violated the Law of Nations by 
ill treating and inſulting their Embaſſadors, he 
order d them immediately to depart out of his 
Dominions, and a few Days after, he broke in- 
to the Country of Tarragona, and intirely ruin'd 
that whole Province. This Proceedure ſo ex- 


cCeedingly amaz'd and incens'd Theodoric, that 


he inſtantly diſpatch'd a new Embaſſy to that 

Prince, to let him know, That, if he did not 

immediately make Peace with the Romans, ” 
; * cou 
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could by no Means avoid joining his Forces with 
N in Order to proſecute him with a vigorous 
C // ²˙ u.. ] 
Rechiair, full of Reſentment at thoſe Mes 
naces of Theodoric, anſwerd his Embaſſadors, 
That he fear'd neither Them nor the Romans; 
That he was not only ſufficiently able to de- 
fend himſelf againſt their whole united Power, 
but likewiſe to make himſelf Maſter of Ion. 
Tonſe, whenever he ſhould think fit to attack 
it; and that, if they did not inſtantly leave 
his Dominions, he would cauſe them to be ta- 
ken into Cuſtody. After this he turn'd his 
Arms, a Second Time, againſt the Province of 
Tarragona, which he flFd with Horror, Blood, 
Theodoric, no longer able to endure the In- 
ſolence and Preſumption of the King of the 
Sueves, after he had united his whole Power 


With the Roman Forces, paſs'd into Spain, at „ | 
the Head of a formidable Army, with a de- | || 
termin'd Reſolution either to loſe his own Life, | 


er to make Rechiair ſenſible, that none ſhould 
ever inſult him twice with Impunity. The 
Sueviſp King, having receiv'd Intelligence, that + 
his powerful Enemy had paſs'd the Pyreneafs 
Mountains, immediately quitted Catalonia, re- 
tiring, with Precipitation, into his own Ter- 
Titories, in Order to recruit his Areas which, 
however victorious it was, yet found itſelf ex- 
tremely weaken'd. Theodoric follow'd him cloſe 
at the Heels, and having overtaken him neat 
— the River Orbigo, at a Place which, in Spas 
it 2iſh, is call'd EI Paramo, he effer'd him Bats 
if tle, which Nechiair accepted, and made a moſt 
t valiant and vigorous Defence againſt the fu 
1e rious Attacks of his Enemies, for a conſide- 
a I Ü ²˙ A 
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But, in the End, Water Tal 


— ming that not one of: the 


whole Suevi fp Arm ſo 'd either Death or 
» tivity bat thaſs who betook/ themſelves to 


the Number of theſe laſt : „ and, 
Enemy the Spoils of his Camp, and 
ry of triumphing over him, he — the 


moſt Weſtern Parts of Galicia, where he ima 


fir in' d himſelf to be very ſecure, but he found 
Hopes were vain; for Theodorie, well know- 
ing the little Advantage is to be reap d by 
getting a Victory, if not well follow'd after» 
wards, when he ad enrich'd himſelf with the 
Spoils of the vanquiſh'd Sueves, he dih — 
march'd in Purſuit of ee and be 
the City of Braga in his W wn he took, an 
pillag'd it without Effuſion of Blood; ſparing 

the Lives of the Inhabitants purely „n ths 


Conſideration, that they might be ſerviceable 


to the Empire; contenting himſelf with only 
making Priſoners the Principal Sueves he found 
in the Place. As the greateſt Part of his Ar- 
my was compos'd of 'Goths, which People be- 
ing all Arians, and the Inhabitants: of Braga 
were Orthodox Catholicks, all that the Fur - 
Hereſy could poſſibly inſpire was practis' 


ift the Churches and the Monaſteries. Thoſe | 
acred Places were profanely turn'd into Sta- 


bles for the Horſes of thoſe impious Hereticks; 
the Paſtors were inſulted, ſtri — and 1 
— Nuns were driven from Ae Cells, and 
_— os'd to the Derifion and Affronts of theſe 
Libertines; the Ornaments a propriated for 
Divine Service were torn, defild, and put to 
profane Uſes ; the holy Veſſels, Chalices, &c. 
were broken in Pieces nor had the Wr 
14 0 
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ving been inform'd 3 Rechiair was 
at Forto, where he lay dangerouſl 
Mtn ll of the Wounds he had receivd 
in the aforeſaid Battle, he gave ex- 
—— Orders, that great Care ſnould be taken 
to prevent him from making his Eſcape from 
that Place. In fine, he put to Death all. choſe 
2 had hork the arg principal 3 of Re- 
| zair's Inſblence, an grant r 
| don to all the reſt. 
This memorable Event happen d upon che | 
28th Day of OR and Rechiair died in the | 
Month of December following. Some Hiſtorians | 
pretend, that he died his Wounds; but 
others affirm, that Theodoric caus d him to be 
murder d: It would be a very ditficult Mat- 
ter to decide which of theſe Two Opinions is 
the trueſt, but the firſt ſeems to carry the 
greateſt Probability; not but that bloody, cruel 
Diſpoſition of Theodoric might very we aitho- 
rize the ſecond it being no extraordinary Thing. 
r | for an unnatural Man, who had aſſaſſinated his 
to on Brother that he might aſcend his Throne, 
0. to have usd violent Means to take away the 
— 1 OP rr who had ſo often in- 
n ſulted 
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do avoid falling into his- Hands, 
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FE f 
ſulted him, and brav'd him even to the Point: 
of threatening to dethrone him. But however 
the Fact was, Theodoric, when he had taken 
all neceſſary Meaſures at Braga to ſecure that 
City to himſelf, he quitted it, and putting 
himſelf” at the Head of his Army, he took the 
Field in Order to reduce all thoſe Parts of L.. 


fſtania, which were ſtill in Poſſeſlion of the 


Jueves, to the Obedience of the Emperor. They, 
Ha! baſk 5 
into the Mountains of Lugo, where they for- 
tify d themſelves im the beſt Manner they could. 
Theodoric, having made himſelf Maſter” of Me- 
rida, the Capital City of the Province, he or- 
der d the Church of St. Eulalia, the Patroneſs 
of that City, to be pillag d; but he had no 
ſooner iſſued out that impious Order, but he 
was ſiez d with ſuch a Trembling all over his 
Body and Limbs, that caus'd ſo great à Ter- 
ror and Conſternation upon his Mind, that he 
commanded - a Stop to be put to the Execu- 
tion. About the ſame Time, having News 
brought him that Avitus was dead, he: ſet out, 
in all Diligence, with ſome Part of his Troops, 
to repair to Tonlouſe, where he foreſaw his 
Preſence would be very neceſſary; and left 
Orders, that the reſt of the Army ſhould march 
to that Part of Galicia which lies between the 
Rivers Pyſuerga and Duero, where being ar- 
rivd, the Perſon who had the chief Command 
of thoſe Forces, ſent away a Body of Troops 
to Aftorga, under the Pretext of defending that 
City from the Inſults of the Enemies of the 
Empire. The Inhabitants deceiv'd by the falſe 


Appearances of Protection, open d their Gates, 


without reflecting, that they were going to 
mut up a Parcel of ravenous Wolves in the 
4262271 l Shbeepfold. 
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heepfold. Scarce. had theſe treacherous Im- 
poſtors taken Poſſeſſion of the principal Places 
in the City, but they gave Entrance to the 


reſt of the Army, who pouring in, after a 


tumultuous Manner, the poor Inhabitants were 
put to the Sword, without the leaſt Regard had 
either to Age, Sex, or Condition: The Tem- 
ples were all pillag'd and profan'd, the Altars 
pull'd down, and the Veſſels, c. conſecrated 
to ſacred Uſes, were all carried away. Two 
Biſhops, many Prieſts, and all thoſe who had 
_ eſcapd Death were made Priſoners, - and the 
Gy ve to Aſhes. From thence they went 


Nia, where they exercis'd the ſame Cru- 


0 
— as likewiſe. at all the Towns round a- 
ut, except Valencia de Don Juan, in which 
Place a very great Number of People had re- 
tir d, and fortifyd themſelves, inſomuch, that 
they were oblig d to raiſe their Siege, after 
having loſt abundance of' Men. 
Ayulpb, a Perſon of principal Diſtinction a- 
mong the Sneves, who had found Means to 
fave himſelf from the Fury of the Goths, was 
making what Intereſt. he could to be elected 
King in the Room of Rechiair; but thoſe For- 
ces which Theodoric had left behind him at 
Braga, having Notice of his Proceedings, took 
him at Porto, and cut off his Head. 
Majorianus being advanc d to the Imperial 458, 
Dignity in the Place of Avitus, was no ſooner 
in Poſſeſſion of the Empire, but, with a won- 
derful Diligence, he apply'd himſelf to reco- 
ver it from its decaying Condition; and as 
Spain was in great Neceſſity of gn expert» 
enced General to head their Army, he ſent thi- 
ther Count Egidius, with whoſe Valour and Ex- 


e, both. in Military a e 


he was perfectly well acquainted; and he 
ſelf went into Ganl, where the Party of The- 
odoric, whoſe intimate Friend the late Empe- 
ror Avitus had been, hinder'd the Province of 
the Lyonnozſe, and the Viſ-Ooths, from acknow- 
dging him as Emperor. Sidonins Apolinaris, 
in His Panegyric, reports, That he had ſeve- 
ral Encounters with the Gothe, and that he 
often” got the better of ten. 
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REVOLUTION XI. 


E that Time, the Sueves, deſirous 
of electing a King, ſent Two Bi- 
WW  B$ ſhops to Theodoric, King of the Goths, 
to obtain his Permithon to chufe one, 
* TA which he made no Difficulty of con- 
ſenting to. But as they were about proceed 
ing in the Election, ſo many Diſputes and 
Controverſies aroſe, that they could come to 
no Reſolution; inſomuch, that being never a- 
ble to bring their Votes to any Unanimity, 
they divided into Two different Factions, One 
of which declar'd in Favour of Fronton, and 


the Other for Maldras. King Theodoric approv'd 
of the Firſt; but he dying ſoon after his Ele- 
Chon, the Sueves nam'd Remiſmond to ſupply 


his Place, to which Theodoric likewiſe readily 
agreed, which caus'd a Revolution, the Conſe- 
_ quences whereof were very fatal and pernicious. 
For the Favourers of Maldras, having made an 
Eruption into Luſitania; they exercis d, in that 
Province, all Sorts of Hoſtilitics upon the = 
5 . Lis E jects 


Tecte * of the Em ire; 0f whom they 


ed into the Country which is water d by the 


River Duero, —— they Hkewiſe ee mi- 


ſerable Devaſtations. 


About the ſame Time, Theodovic fk a power- 459. 


ful A in, commanded by one G 
rila, — 5 — of Anda 1d from the 
Romans, with whom he then had a very in- 

different Underſtanding: And ſoon after that 

he ſent another Body of Troops, under the 

Conduct of Sueneric, who, upon his Arrival in 

Andaluſia, took the Command of the whole 

Army, and Cyrila was recall'd to ſerve againſt 

Majorianus in Gaul, in which Expedition he 


had very bad Succeſs; being worſted in a Bat- 


tle he fought with Egidius, General of the Im- 
perial Army. This put Theodoric's Affairs in- 
2 ſuch a Diſorder, that he was förc d to beg 


Peace of the Emperor, which he willingly grants | 


ed him; and the ſooner,” becauſe he 


nothing ſo much as to put an End to the 
War in Gaul, that he might be in a Condi- 
tion to carry on another, in lu, againſt b 


Genſeric, King of the Vandals. © 

During the Time that the Treaty of Peace 
between the Romans and King Theodoric was 
negotiating, the Sueves, Who favour'd the Fa- 
ction of Maldras, made another Irruption into 


Luſitania, where they left Marks of their uſual 
Inhumanity ; whilſt the Partiſans of Remiſmond 


did the ſame in Galicia, tho with very dif- 
ferent Succeſs: For the Galician getting to- 
gether a confiderable Body of Troops, who vi- 
gorouſly oppos d the Sueves, inſomuch, that af- 

ter having ſtood the Brunt of an Engagement, in 
| E 4 which 
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incredible Numbers. The City of Lisbon {| was z | 
taken, and plunder d. From thence the oy march- 
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- which the Loſs was almoſt equal on either Side, 


the Province ſtill remain'd intirely under the 
Obedience of the Empire. When Majorianus 
heard of the notable and valiant Defence the 
Galicians had made, he agreed with Theodoric, 


That they ſhould ſend an Army to Spain, com- 
pos'd of Romans and Gothe, under the Com- 


mand of Count Nepotianus on the Emperor's 
Part, and of Sueneric on Theodoric's; and in 
the Interim, they diſpatch'd away an Expreſs 
to the Galiciaus, to exhort them to maintain 
their Ground againſt the Sueves with their wont 


ed Reſolution, till the Arrival of the Suc- 
cours they were preparing to ſend them. 


Amidſt theſe Tranſactions, Maldras was mur- 


derd by his own Party, and one Frumarius. 


was choſen in his Stead ; who, according to 


the Opinions of ſeyeral Hiſtorians, in Order ta 


obtain the Throne, put the Sueves upon com- 
mitting that wicked Action; tho" ſome: other 


Writers clear him from that Imputation. 


| Remiſmond, who was not Ignorant that the 
Catholicks, in the Eaſter Week, employ'd their 
Time wholly in Exerciſes of Piety and Nevo» 
tion, and that they paſs'd the greateſt Part of 


the Day either at Church or in their private 


Retirements, took his Advantage of that Oc- - 
qaſion to ſurprize the City of Lugo, the Inha, 


bitants of which Place, with Honeſtus the Go» 
vernor, and all the Sueves who were there, 


they barbarouſly put to the Sword : But he 


did not long enjoy the Fruits of that Conqueſt 


for the Generals of the Imperial and Gotbiſh - 


Forces, ſending thither a ſtrong Body of Troops, 


all the Sueves which were, not only at Lugo, 
but likewiſe in all that. Neighbourhood, were 
cut in Pieces, except a few who ſav'd them- 
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 felves by Flight: And theſe having heard, than 
the Naval Forces of Genſeric, King of the Vane 8 

dals, had burnt and deftroy'd the Roman Fleet 
near Alicant, and that; in this Rencounter, the 

Empire and the Goths had loſt the very Flower 

of all their Troops, they went and join'd them+ 
| ſelves with another Body of their own Party, 

which lay encamp'd at ſome Diftance' from 

thence, hoping, that in the preſent bad Jun: 

cture of their Enemies Affairs, they might be 
able to perform ſome notable Enterprize, ei- 

ther againſt Frumarius, or the Romans; nor were 

they out in their Conjectures: For during the 
Conſternation the Romans were. in, for the ſo 

conſiderable a, Loſs they had lately ſuſtain'd, 

Remiſmond had an Opportunity of ravaging the 
Coaſts of Lugo, Tria, and Orenſe. Some Days 

after this, his Army and the Forces of Fu- 

marins being met together, they came to a 

Battle, and, according to all Appearance, the 

Succeſs was equal on both Sides; for ſoon af: 

ter, they agreed among themſelves, and ac- 

knowledg'd how much they had been to blame 

for deſtroying a People, and a Country, which ' 

they ought rather to have cheriſh'd and pro- 

tected; upon which they ſent Embaſſadors to 
— to offer him Propoſals for ſettling a 

eace. | 

- Whilſt the Two Kings of the Sueves had been 
thus diſputing for the Crown, Sueneric broke 
into Luſitania with his Army, where he plun+ 
der'd and ſpoil'd all thoſe Places which the 
Sueves had uſurp'd from the Empire: The fa- 
mous City Scalabis, which is now known to 
us under the Name of Santarem, was taken by 
Aſſault, and the Inhabitants all put to the. 
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olurions is Span- 57 
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Spain, looking with an attentive Eye upon 
© many fatal Revolutions, languiſhing fighd 


for a general Peace among © thoſe | Potentates 
who were the Cauſe of thoſe Revolutions, and 
flatter'd - herſelf that her Longing was going 
to be ſatisfy d, when News was brought, That 
the Emperor Majorianus, and Genſeric the Van- 
dal King, were come to an Agreement, ho- 

ing, that thro' the Means of this Accommo- 
4 the Emperor would ſoon be in a Con- 


dition to root out, and annihilate the Sueves, 
who had ſo long made Spain groan under a 


moſt cruel and inglorious Bondage: But theſe 
Hopes were vain, as we are going to make 
Reimer, Grandſon to Wallia, of whom we 


have made Mention before, having, from his 

' tendereſt Infancy, eſpous d the Roman Intereſt, 
diſtinguiſn'd himſelf in the Empire, by his Va- 
' Jour, and other noble Qualities, in 74 


high a 
Degree, that the Uſurper Maximus, 1 he 
had, with his own Hands, kill'd the Patrician 
Atius, as has been already obferv'd, plac'd him 
in the vacant Seat of that General. Rezimer 
occupy d that Poſt with ſuch great Reputation, 


that notwithſtanding he was put into it by a 


tyrannical Uſurper, the Diſturbances under 
which the Empire labour'd, and the Weakneſs 
and Incapacity of the Emperor Avitus, made 
him remain in high Favour and Efteem till 
the Reign of Majorianus; which Prince he right- 


ly ſuppos'd was not a proper Perſon to: ſuffer - 


himſelf to be govern'd by Factions and Cabals: 
So that fearing, not without good Grounds, that 


he ſhould never be able to ſecure himſelf by 


thoſe Means, he took another Methad, which 


was to form a Conſpiracy againſt that Empe- 


ror, 
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ror. But we having no Occaſion to enter in- 


to a long Detail of all his Proceedings, that 


more immediately concerning the Revolutions 
of the Empire, in general, than thoſe of Spain, 


in particular, we ſhall content ourſelves with 


only ſaying, That he gave Intelligence to 


Genſeric, King of the Vandals, of the Deſign 


the Emperor Majorianus had laid, of paſſin 
over into Africa to make War upon wet re whic 


ich 


was the Cauſe of the Imperia Navy's being 


burnt, and of the Empire's being brought 1 


the very Brink of its Deſtruction. This News 
he heard with great Joy and Satisfaction, af 
ſuring himſelf, that, through the Favour of 
thoſe” Troubles and Diſorders, he ſhould be able 
— maintain his Reputation: But ſeeing the 

mpire again beginning to enjoy a Calm, by 
Rein of the Pence which had been concluded 


between the Romans and the Vandals, and that 
he had to do with an Emperor who knew how 


to govern by himſelf, he form'd the barbarous 
gn of depriving the e of the greateſt 
Blefling it could ever wiſh for, in deſtroying 
Him, whom Heaven ſeem'd to have rais' up; 

purely to recover the Imperial Dignit 
Power from its laſt Gaſp. His Heart une 
with Rage, he inſinuated to a Roman Sena- 
tor, nam d Severys\ and perſuaded him to be- 
lieve, That if rea but Courage enough to 
kill Majorizms, he would engage himſelf to 
make him Emperor in his Place. Severus, con- 
ſulting nothing but his own Ambition, _ 

ſented to make the Attempt, ftirr'd up 
People and the Army againſt the Emperor 
caus'd him to be afſaffinated, got himſelf” ſeated 
i his Throne, and, by theſe Means, Rezimer 
Sain d a deſpotick Authority in the Emp! = 
under 
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under the Shadow of a Tyrant, whom Count 
Egidius, who had the Command of the Roman 
Army in Gaul, would never be brought to ac» 
knowledge as his Soverailgn. 
The Refuſal and Oppoſition made by this 
General, ſeem'd a very ill Omen to the Uſur» 
per, and to him who, by his Perfidy, had in- 
truded him into the Imperial Purple; and 
to divert the Evils with which they were threa - 
ten d, they made a ſtrict Alliance with Theo- 
doric, King of the Goths, by which they mu- 
tually engag'd themſelves to act in Oppoſi- 
tion to all the Proceedings of the loyal Egidius. 
The City of Narbonne, which Count Agripi - 
2111s had Orders to reſtore to Theodoric, was the 
Place where this: Alliance was ſettled. Un- 
happy League! This being the. fatal Cauſe of 
the final Decadency of the Imperial Authort- 
ty in Spain, and of an Infinity of other Mi 
. fortunes, never enough to be deplor'd, and in 
which the Church was miſerably involv'd, to 
the unexpreſſible Prejudice of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, which was then in ſo flouriſhing. a 
Condition. 11 e te e 
When Theodoric had fign'd the Treaty of Al: 
liance with the Romans, he ſent an Expreſs 
to the Sueves, to deſire them to keep a good 
and amicable Underſtanding with the Galiciaus, 
and at the fame Time Nepotianus and Suene+ 
ric had Orders to haſten away to Ganl, where 
their Prefence was requiſite. Arburius was ſent 
to occupy the Poſt of General for the Em- 
pire in Spain, with Inſtructions to endeavour 
all he poſſibly could, - that the Sollicitations 
 Theodoric had made might have the defir'd Ef. 
fect : But the Sueves were too much addicted 
Fo Plunder and Rapine to. ſuffer the Galician: w. 
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to continue long in Quiet; inſomuch, that 
far from ſhewing any Regard to the preſſing 
Inſtances of the King of the Gothe, they be- 
a- new their Depredations in Galicia, with - 
greater Cruelty and Inhumanity than ever 
they had done before; with which Treatment 
thoſe miſerable People were ſo extremely op- 
preſs d, that, no longer able to reſiſt, or to 
endure the Barbarities of that ſavage Nation, they 
diſpatchd, in all Diligence, a Nobleman of 
their Country, whoſe Name was Pallegoric, to 
implore the King of the Goths to interpoſe his 
Credit with Remi ſnond, to put a Stop to thoſe 
intollerable Grievances. Theodoric, commiſera- 
ting their Unhappineſs, ſent an Officer, nam'd 
Cyrilla, to the King of the Sueves, to perſuade 
him to make a Peace. Remiſmond, hearing of 
the Meſſage the Galicians had ſent; diſpatch'd 
likewiſe - one of his | own Meflengers to Theo- 
dauoric, to juſtify his Proceedings; who meeting, 
by the Way, with Cyrilla, and the Galician 
Envoy, who gave him an Account of all their 
Inſtructions, and who hearing that he had left 
the King his Maſter very well diſpos'd to brin 
Matters to an Accommodation, he turn'd bac 
again, and went with the Deputies; of Theodore, 
and the Galicians to Lugo, where the Chiefs 
of the Natives, and the principal Sue ves were 
aſſembled. The Peace was ſign d in that Place, 
and Orilla return'd into Gaul, extremely well 
ſatisfy d with his Negotiation, as being per- 
ſuaded, that he had ſettled a calm Tranqui- 
lity in a 228 wherein Diſcord and Con- 
ſuſion had reign'd for ſo many Tears. Never- 
theleſs, he was ſcarce got to Toulouſe, but the 
Galicians ſent another IX to Theodoric, 
with a Complaint, that the faithleſs Remiſmond, 
TRI! without 
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Treaties, perſecuted them more than ever. 


V pon theſe {> juſt Complaints, Theodoric ſent 
away Cyrilla, a ſecond Time, into Spain, ac 


company d by another noble Goth, whoſe Name 
was Remiſmond, to ſummon the King of the 
Sue vet, to reconcile all Differences with the 
Galicians, which if he ſhould refuſe: to com- 


ply with, that then they ſhould let him know, 


hat, as Mediator and Guarantee of the Peace, 
he was under an Obligation to join his Forces 


with theirs, in Order to compel him to do it 


by Force of Arms. Remiſmond, 3 to 
make a Prince, ſo very powerful as was The- 
odoric, his Enemy, demanded Time to give 


ſented that Gyrilla ſhould continue at Lago, in 


Expectation of the King his Maſter's Anſwer. 
During this Interval of Time, Fumarius died 


in Luſitania, and his Death was the Cauſe of 


a notable Change of Affairs in Galicia: For 


that People, quite tir d with a War which con- 


ſum'd them, unanimouſly. agreed, That whilſt 


they ſhould continue ſo divided among them 


ſelves, one Party maintaining the Intereſts of 


one King, and the other Party thoſe of his 
Competitor, they muſt needs themſelves all 
fall Victims to their own Factions; and that 


the wholeſomeſt Method they could take, was 
to re- unite themſelves, and to obey one and 
the ſame Soveraign; ſo that Remi ſmond was 
declar'd ſole King of all the Sue ven. 
Ihe firſt Care he took, in his new Eftabliſh« 
ment, was to ſettle a good Correſpondence be- 


tween the Sueves and the Galiciansz and ſee- 


ing he was now become a peaceable Poſſeſſor 


of the Kingdom, and having an Inclination to 
f marry, 
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marry, dis. ee eee attains Aline 
with no — which would redound t 
much to his Advantage, as with Theodorcd, 
_ of the Goths, whom, at the fame Time, 464! 
nd to be very well ailpord to give him 
— 5 of his Dau war bg And from hence we 
reckon the fatal : pocha of the Introduction ß 
Hereſy into the moſt Catholick Kingdom in the 
World: For that Princeſs, who was an — 
oo —5 ſet her Foot into Spain, but 
oy'd her whole Authority to introduce 
e tha the 3 un Kiag Nag that 
her Deſign, evaibd wi Remi/mond, 6 
hed: Brands; 0 e. the Catholic Religion, 225 
of which he had, till then, ever nde Pro- 
tailion,: and r embrace her Sect. 
Nei ſmond, by this Alliance, —— hs had 
now "contracted inn the King of the Gothe, 
being become more powerful than ever, and 
being now an avow'd "Profeſſor of Hereſy, en- en- 
tertain d no other Thoughts than how to en- 
large his Dominions, and to cultivate, and 
ſpread Abroad the Doctrines of the impious 
poo and finding a favourable Occaſion of 
making himſelf Maſter of Coimbra, he got his 
Troops into that City by Surprize, and, at 
his Return, ſent an Embaſſy to his Father-in- 
law, to defire him to procure. him fome Arian 
Miniſters. This Requeſt was too conformable 
to Theodoric's Inclinations, not to anſwer the 
whole Deſign and Wiſhes of the Suevi/h King. 
Ajax, an Arian Biſhop, was immediately 
diſpatch'd into Spain, where, in à very ſhort 
Time, he corrupted the Principles and the Re- 
ligion of the greateſt Part of the Sueves. 
About this Time, the Emperor Severus _ | 
on . F ifteenth Bay of Auguſt, of a na 


Death, 


ted ſo great a Diſorder and Combuſtion in the 
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pretend that Rezimer caus d him to be poiſon'd: 


is Death, whether 


natural or violent, crea- 


Empire, that there was nothing to be heard 


of but Factions and Cabals, which producd 
an Interregnum of Two. Years Continuance; of 


which Rezimer endeavour d to make his Ad- 
vantage, by ſurprizing the City of Annona, 


ſituated in the ancient Galicia, the 


Rivers Duero and Minbo,' whoſe Name, in Pro- 
ceſs of Time, was chang d into Abona, from 


the River Abus, which runs by its Walls. He 


exercisd ſo many Barbarities upon the Inha- 


bitants, that they were forc'd to ſend a De- 


puty, nam'd Opzlion, to King Theodoric, to 
— him to interpoſe his Credit and Autho- 
rity with his Son- in-law to induce him to put 
2 Stop to the Oppreſſions wherewith he had 
loaded them. Their Requeſt was ſo reaſonable 
and juſt, that he forthwith ſent Embaſſadors 
to Remi ſmond, to repreſent to him, how highly 
he ſully'd his Honour and Reputation in vio- 


lating the Treaties he had ſettled with the Sub- 


jects of the Empire. But that Prince, blind- 


ed with his good Fortune, contemn'd the Re- 
preſentations made him by his Father- in- law, 


and ſtill continu'd in his barbarous Practices; 
which oblig'd the King of the Goths to ſend him 
a Second Embaſſy, the Succeſs whereof is un- 
known, becauſe Theodoric, about that Time, was 
aſſaſſinated, through the Means of his Brother E. 
vuaric, or Euric, who was thereupon enthron'd King 


in his Stead, This Action ſounds very inhuman 
but ſuch a violent Cataſtrophe ſeems: juſtly and 
deſervedly due to a cruehand ambitious Prince, 


who to obtain his elder Brother Torri ſmond's 


Crown, 
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Cron, had caus d him to be barbarouſſy mur- 
' der d, Thirteen Years before: 1 1 
The Komen People, weary of ſo tedious an 467. 
Interregnum, ſent Embaſſadors to the Emperor 
Leo, to intreat him to elect an Emperor to fill 
the Weſtern Throne. Leo caſt his Eyes upon 
Anthemius, Son of Precops, who was a Kinſman 
of Julian the Apoſtatez who, being arrivd in 
Italy, was proclaim'd Emperor by Reximer (who. 
was General of all the Roman Forces) on the 
Fifteenth Day of February, according to ſome 
Hiſtorians, - on-the Twelth of April, according 
to others, or as many more affirm, in the 
Month of Auguſt. He had, 7 his great Me- 
rits, rais'd himſelf to the higheſt Dignities in 
the Government, and had eſpous d the Daughj- 
ter of the Emperor Martian. Reximer was grown 
ſo very powerful in the Empire, that Authe- 
mius thought it no Manner of Diſgrace to his 
Imperial Dignity to give him one of his Daugh- 
ters in Marriage. e 
Tyrants always ſtand in Need of Protection 
to maintain themſelves upon thoſe Thrones 
which they have mails acquir'd ; and of 
this Number was Euric, who endeavour'd to 
berg over to his Intereſt the Sueves and the 
Vandals, . by the Embaſſies which he ſent to 
the Kings of both thoſe Nations. Remiſmond, 
King of the Sueves, who was no leſs politick 
than himſelf, ſent likewiſe his Embaſſadors to 
the new Emperor, to the King of the Van- 
dals, and to him, with the View of. contra- _ 
Qing an Alliance with Him, or Thoſe of theſe 
Three Potentates who might be beft in a Con- 
dition, or beſt diſpos d to favour his ambitious 
Deſigns: And having Information by his De- 
puties, That the Two Emperors, Leo and An- 
r __— themus, 
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mine, were fitting ont a Fleet, in Order to 


attack Genſeric, King of the Vandals, he re- 


_ call'd a conſiderable Number of Troops, whom 
he had ſent out to make Depredations upon 


his Neighbours, and enter'd into Lafitana, at / 
the Head of his Army ; where, under the Dif- 
por of Friendſhip, and a good Correſpondence, 
e ſurpriz'd Coimbra, — it up to be pillag'd, 
caus d the Town, and Part of its Walls, to be 
demoliſh'd, made Prifoners all ſuch of the In- 


 Habitants, who for Want of Time, or other- 


wiſe, had not found Means to make their Eſcape. 
From thence he went and laid Siege to Lisbon, 
which Place he found wholly defenceleſs, where 
he us'd the ſame Methods as he had done at 
Coimbra: The News of all which being brought 
to Euric, King of the Goths, he gave Orders 
to the Forces he had in Spain to ravage and 
deftroy all that belong'd either to the Romans, 
or the Sueves, ſo that, at one and the ſame 
Time, a miſerable Combuſtion was to be ſeen 


throughout all Spain in general. 


REVOLUTION XII. 
FP wretched Succeſs the Imperial 


Ri Fleet had met withal, put Antbe- 
mus, at the Beginning of his Reign, 
into ſo great a Conſternation, that 
— the King of the Goths, having had 
Leiſure to recover himſelf from the Uneaſi- 
neſs ſuch mighty Preparations had given hi 

form'd the Deſign of turning the Diſorders — 
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Perplexity 


Perplexity the Romans were in, to his own 
| Advantage. He was upon the Point of going 
to beſiege the City of Burgos, when a Slen- | 
did Embaſly from Genſeric, King of the Vans 476; 
dals, arrivd, which brought him Word, That 
if he would lead his Army into Spain, the 
Fandal King promis'd to find the Roman Forces 
d much Work, that he might, with no Man- 
ner of Difficulty, make himſelf Maſter of all 
the Empire was poſſeſs d of in that Part of the 
World, which being once done, he might ea- 
fily get into his Power the abſolute Command 
of the whole' Peninſula. „5 
There needed not half this to ſtir up the 
Ambition of a Man who had made no Scru- 
| = of murdering his own Brother to get Poſs 
eſſion of his Throne: Nor did he loſe a Mo- 
ment of Time, but got together han) 
Number of Men he could poſſibly raiſe, and, 
with all imaginable Expedition, caus'd them 
to paſs the 'Pyrenean Mountains. Pamplona ſur- 
render'd upon their firſt Appearance, and all 
the reſt of the Cities and Towns follow'd the 
Example of their Metropolis. From thence 
they broke into Arragon, and took Saragoſſa, 
Hueſca, Faca, and many other Places. At theſe 
_ prodigious Succeſſes, the Nobility of Catalonia 
and of the Kingdom of Valencia gatherd in- 
to a Body, rais'd what Men they could get, 
and form'd a numerous Army, to try if they 
could put a Stop to their Progreſs; but as 
thoſe Troops were neither inur'd to the Hard- 
ſhips of the Field, nor expert in Military Diſs 
— thoſe Two unhappy Provinces had no 
other Refuge than to implore the Clemency 
of their irrefiſtable Conquerors. ; 
161 This 
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472, & This Enterprize of King Euric having thus 


Jeg. 


ſeq. 


484. 


ſucceeded, far beyond what he could have ex- 

ected, he reſolv'd, in Perſon, to paſs into 
7 and being enter d into Andaluſia, by 
Way of Carthagena, he ſubdu'd that large and 
wealthy Province in a very few Days, after 
which, he pour'd in, like an Inundation, up- 
on Luſitania, all the Cities whereof” ſet open 
their Gates, after which he found no Difficul- 


ty to make himſelf Maſter of the Cnpetania; 


and, in leſs than a Year, all _ except 
thoſe Parts which were in the Poſſeſſion of the 

Sueves, was reduc'd under his Obedience; and 
even thoſe he left under a kind of Dependance, 
till he could find a favourable Occafion to 
make an intire Conqueſt of them, and to add 
them to his Dominions. | 
The Empire, for Seven Years, had been 
miſerably torn by inteſtine Factions and Diſ- 


orders, which prevented the Romans from ta- 


king any Meaſures towards the recovering what 
Euric had uſurp'd from them in Spain : So that, 
that Tyrant having had Time to fortify him- 


ſelf in his new Acquiſitions, he thought of no- 


thing but of eſtabliſhing a good Form of Go- 


479, & vernment. To this Effect, that ſame Year, 
he caus'd all the Laws which his Predeceſſors 


had made to be collected, and form'd them 
into a Code, with the Intent, that the Goths, 
who had obſerv'd thoſe Laws during the tu- 
multuous Times of War, to govern, by them, 
thoſe Nations they had conquer'd, might now 
reap the Fruits of their paſt Labours in the 
—.— Boſom of a profound Peace, which he 

ad procur'd them, and might accuſtom them- 


ſelves to the Sweets and Benefits of a Civil 
Life: He died at Arles, leaving to Poſterity 


an 
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an Idea of one of the greateſt Kings the Goths 
ever had, and whoſe Name would have been 
worthy of Immortality, if he had not eclips d his 
Glory by an unnatural Fratricide, to uſurp a 
Throne which did not, of Right, belong to 
him. His Obſtinacy in perſecuting the Catho- 
lick Chriſtians, caus'd him to commit horrible 


Cruelties and Acts of Injuſtice; and the Arian | 
Sec, which he profeſs'd, made ſuch: a prodi- 


* Progreſs throughout his whole Dominions, 
uring his Reign, that the mighty Zeal of the 
French and Spaniſh Biſhops, was not capable to 
extinguiſh that pernicious Flame, in many 
Years. He was ſucceeded by his Son Alaric. 


This was a virtuous Prince, very valiant, but 


of a peaceful Di 7 and would never 
have been engag'd in any Miſunderſtandings 


with his Neighbours, had not his Hereſy brought 


Clovis, King of France, to invade his Domi- 


nions; which Prince, not being able patient- 
ly to ſuffer Arianiſm to have any Subſiſtance 
in Gaul, he perſecuted him with the utmoſt 
Severity; nor did he ever let him enjoy the 


leaſt Quiet, till he flew him, with his own 506. 


Hands, in a Battle he gave him near Poztters. 
Notwithſtanding he was a profeſs'd Arian, he 
permitted the Catholicks to celebrate the Coun- 
cil at Arles, where he was publickly pray'd 
for. He was ſo great a Lover of Juſtice, that 
after he had given Orders to. Avian, a fa- 
mous Lawyer, to make an Abridgment of the 
Sixteen Books of the Theodofian-Code, he re- 
mitted it to the Cenſure of all the Biſhops of 


his Kingdom, to the End, that they might 


examine it, and give in their Opinions if they 
approv'd of the Performance or nor. In fine, 
he always laid very 2 and expreſs Com- 
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mands upon all the Judges, that they ſhould 


uſe all proper Rules and Maxims of Equity 


in their deciding of Cauſes. And happy it 


would have been, if in leaving his Son Ama- 


laric for his Succeſſor he had likewiſe trans 


mitted to him his Virtues as well as his Crown. 
But he differ'd ſo far from his Father in his 


Diſpoſition, that his whole Reign was full of 


nothin 0 but Cruelty, Injuſtice, Diſſentions, and 


* 
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RRVOLUTION XIII. 


MALA RIC being very young 
8 when his Father loſt his Life, he 
1 Fr. took Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom un- 
der the Tutelage of Theodoric, King 


dour and Zeal as he would have done his own; 


and, in Reality, he ſtood in Need of fo pow» 


erful a Protector to maintain the Crown upon 


"his Head: For his Father was ſcarce cold, 
before Geſalaic, his Baſtard Brother got him - 
Fai pk King, at Narbonne, by a Par- 
t Goths, who apprehending, that under the 


Government of a Child, they might be over- 
run by their Enemies, they preſented him with 
the Crown, in Hopes he might be the better able 


to defend them. | 
_ (Clovis, King of France, a politick, active 


Prince, finding -that the Goths were divided 


among themſelves about the Choice of a King 


endeavour 


2 Jof the Offro-Goths, his Grandfather, 
who favour'd his Intereft with the ſame Can- 


— 


Book I. Revolutions/ in Spain. 7 
_endeavour'd to make an Advantage of their Miſ- 
underſtanding, by not giving them Time to 
reflect, or to come to themſelves. To this Ef- 
fect, he divided his Army into Iwo Bodies, 
one of which he put under the Conduct of his 
Son Theodoric, who immediately paſs'd the 
Loire, took Clermont in Auvergne, then paſs d 
the Dordogne, became Maſter of Rhodes, Albi 
and Cahors, the Inhabitants whereof ſurrender- 
ed without Reſiſtance, that they might ſhake 
off the Yoke of the Arian Hereticks, under 
whoſe Tyranny they had ſo long groan d. Cle- 
vit himſelf, at the Head of the other Army, 
brought to his Obedience the Cities of Poitiers, 
Saintes, Bourges, Bordeaux and Tonlouſe, where 
he inrich'd himſelf with the Spoils of the Goth, 
whoſe Wealth was incredibly immenſe. Gen- 508. 
dibald, King of Burgundy, who was both the 
near Kinſman and ſtrict Ally of this Monarch, 
broke into the Lower Languedoc, and laid Siege 
to Narbonne, to which Place Geſalaic, imme- 
diately after his Father's Death, had retir d; 
who came out into the Field with thoſe few 
Men he had remaining with him, and ſome 
new Troops he had rais d in Haſte, to try 
if he could obſtruct the impetuous Pupgreſs. af 
the Burgundians : But he met with Vigo- 
rous a Reception from his Enemies, that hi 
Army was defeated, and himſelf fore d to take 
Refuge in Spain; after which Narbonne was 
r on pouring An 
Amidſt all theſe Diſturbances, Theodoric, Tu- 
tor to the young King Amalanic, ſent a 19 
ful Army into Gaul to defend his Pupil's Do- 
minions, as well againſt the French and Bur- 
gundians, as to oppoſe the Uſurper Geſalaic. The 
firſt Care his Generals on was to fortify 2 
cies . | 
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and all the reſt of the Cities and Towns in 


Provence, the Preſervation whereof was of the 
greateſt Importance to the Affairs of Amalaric. 
Neverthele 5 Clovis vigorouſly follow'd his Con- 
queſts towards the Weſtern Oeean, and in the 


Diſtrict of the Angoumois. At his firſt Ap- 


pearance' before Angoul-me, the Walls of that 
City fell down, as by a Kind of Miracle, and 
he got Poſſeſſion of the Place without ſtriking 
a Stroke, whilſt Theodoric, his Son, inveſted 
Curcaſſonns, but was forc'd to raiſe the Siege, 
as well thro' the vigorous Repulſe he receiv'd 


from the Beſieged, as by Reaſon of the Ex- 


tremity to which 'Gondebald was driven at 
the Siege of Arles, the Inhabitants of which 
Place made fo deſperate and obſtinate a De- 
| fence, that Thay, General of the Forces of Theo- 


doric, King of Jtaly, having thereby gain'd 
Time to paſs the Rhine, he attack d the Be- 


ſiegers in their Camp, gave them an intire 
Defeat, kill'd Thirty Five Thouſand of their 
Men, and then went and took NVurbenne, and 
all the Cities of Aquitain which had not al- 


ready been taken by the French. 

Being highly elated with ſo many Vidories, 
he paſsdinto Spain, againſt the Uſurper Geſa- 
laic, who had fortify'd himſelf in Barcelona, 
from whence he fore d him to retreat. The 


Hiſtorians give us no Account, whether he did 
it by a Siege, or a Battle, contenting themſelves 


with informing us, That he made his Eſcape 
over into Africa, to beg Aſſiſtance from Thra- 
Jamond, King of the Vandals, whom he found 
very little diſpos'd to give Ear to his Pro- 


po als. They only ſay, That, touch'd with - 
his 


Misfortunes, he gave him à Sum of Mo- 
ney, and diſmiſsd him, having no Incline» 
| 5 : tion 
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| tion to come to a Rupture with Theodoric, King 
of Ttaly, who, when he underſtood that the 

Tyrant had taken Sanctuary in his Court, made 
very great Complaints, and: threaten'd to de- 

clare War againſt him, if he heard, from thence | 

forward, that he offer'd to aſſiſt him either | | 

with Men or Money. Thraſamond made his | 

| 


Excuſes to Theodoric, telling him, That he had 
done nothing but what was permitted by the 
Right of Nations, which made it lawful to 
uſe Hoſpitality to a fugitive Prince, and to 
help all thoſe that were in Diſtreſs; and that | | 
he might intirely depend upon his obſerving | | 
an exact Neutrality. e . | 
However, Geſalaic return'd into Gaul, and 511. | 
after he had employ'd the Money he receivd 1 
from the Vandal King, to procure himſelf to 3 
be proclaim'd a ſecond Time, he 5 the - 2 
Pyrenean Mountains with a conſiderable Army, | 
with the Deſign of making himſelf Maſter of 
Catalonia, and after that, of all the Goths were | 
poſſeſs'd of in Spain. But Thendis, who there 2 
commanded the Forces of Theodoric, and of 
his Grandſon Amalaric, having Tteceiv'd Intel- 
ligence of his Approach, march'd out to meet 
him, attack'd his Army, and put him to Flight, 512. 
inſomuch, that, in great Diſorder and the ut» 
moſt Precipitation, he was oblig'd to retire 
back again into Ganl, where he 1magin'd he 
ſhould be in Security, but found himſelf de- 
ceiv'd in his Hopes; for Theudis, hav 1g di- 
ligently follow'd him cloſe at the Heels, over- 
took him at the Paſſage of the Durance, and 
there flew him; ſo that Amalaric became ſole 
Poſſeſſor of his Father's Dominions, under the 


Tutelage of his Grandfather Theodoric, who, 512, & 
after the Death of his Pupil's Competitor, en- ſeg. 


deavour d 


520. 


orderl : Foo of n Fred the late 
Wars had interrupted : And among other Things, 
he iſſued out expreſs Orders to all thoſe who 
had had the Management of the. Royal Re- 


venues, that, under grievous Penalties, they. 


ſhould render a ſtrict and exact Account of 
their Adminiſtration, which Edict drove ma- 
ny Miniſters into the greateſt Perplexity ima- 
ginable. Thendis himſelf was not Ea 
= feeling the Effects of that Scrutiny, not- 


withſtanding he was look d upon as the Re- 
ſtorer of the Gothic Empire in Spain: For his 


Apprehenſion of being call'd to an Account, 
as ſeveral others had been, made him take 
the prudent Reſolution of marrying the Daugh- 
ter of one of the moſt powerful Lords amon 


the Original Spaniards; and immediately af- 


ter the Conſummation of his Marriage, he 


rais d a Regiment of Two Thouſand Men to 


ſerve as a Guard, to his Perſon, in Caſe Theo- 
doric ſhould fill inſiſt upon his making a 


perſonal Appearance to juſtify his Adminiſtra- 
tion: And as he had already refus'd it, and 
was fully determin'd never to obey any ſuch 


Summons, what Inſtances ſoever might be 


made by the King of Jtaly, he thought this 
Precaution to be very neceſſary for his Secu- 
.. rity. This Oppoſition from Theudis, gave great 
. Umbrage to Theodoric, and made him very 


thoughtful ; but as he foreſaw the Danger of 


coming to a Rupture with a Man whoſe Power 


and Reputation in Spain was ſo very great, 
he diſſembled his Concern and Reſentment till 
a more favourable Occaſion of ſhewing it ſhould 


offer itſelf; and to give Amalaric more Cre- 
dit and Reſpeck among the Spaniards, he pt 
TEA: | | the 
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deavour d to re-eſtabliſh in his Kingdom that 
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| -# Three Years after, this Prince conceiv'd ſo 523. 
implacable an Hatred againſt Pope Fobn, and 
againſt Symmacus and his Son-in-law Severtnus 


his having committed ſo enormous a Deed, | 
that one Day, at Dinner, ſeeing the Head of 526. 


Boecius, that he kept the Firſt in Priſon till 
he died there, and beheaded the Two Others: 
And as he had treated thoſe Three great Men 


ſo very unworthily, upon no other Founda- 


tion than ſome flight Suſpicions, he became 
ſo touch'd and tormented: in Conſcience for 


a Fiſh brought up to his Table, he imagin'd 


it to be that of Symmacus, threatening him with 
Vengeance; at which he was ſo terrify'd, that 
riſing up, half dead with Fear, he betook him- 
ſelf to his Bed, where, in a few Days, he 
expird, in Terrors and Apprehenſions which 


none were able to calm, notwithſtanding the 
many Endeavours which were us ccd. 
After his Death, Athalaric, King of Itah, 
and Amalaric, King of Spain, made an Agree- 
ment, That the River Rhone ſhouid be the 
Boundary of their reſpe&ive Dominions; That 


the Tribute which Theodoric usd to receive 


from Spain, ſhould, from thence forward, be 


\  diſpenc'd with; And that, whatever had been 


carry'd from Carcaſſone into Italy, by that Prince, 
Thould be reſtor'd to Amalaric : Upon whach 
Conditions, they mutually relinquiſſi d all other 
Demands upon each other | 


Analaric, findin himſeif in a Condition to 528, 


govern by himſelf, reſolvd to marry: And 
as no Alliance could redound more to his 
Honour than that of the King of France, he 


ſent to demand Clotilda, Daughter of Clovis 


- the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the Great, which was agreed to, upon Con- 


dition, that he would allow her free Liberty 


of making Profeſſion of the Catholick Religion, 
which he promis d to perform, but acted e 
the Reverſe. As that Auguſt Princeſs profeſs d 
the Maxims of the Orthodox Church with the 
greateſt Purity and Devotion, in which her 
Mother, St. Clotilda, had ſo carefully inſtruct- 
ed her, this cruel Prince, who was an avow'd 
A ian, ſorely perſecuted her, to forge her to 
change her Religion. For a long Time ſhe 
endur d the intolerable Uſage and Brutality. of 


this Tyrant with a Patience highly worthy of 


531. 


her great Piety: But as he ſtill perſiſted, and 
ſhew'd. not the leaſt Regard either to her Per- 
fon, or her illuſtrious Rank, nor even us'd 
in any Reſpe&t like a Wife, ſhe, at laſt, made 
. int to her Brothers; and as a Procf 
of the Cruelty of this inhuman Barbarian, ſhe 
Tent them an Handkerchief all ſtain'd with Blood 
from the Wounds he had given her. 5 £58 
King Childebert, not able to ſuffer that the 
Queen, his Siſter, ſhould be ſo unworthily 
treated, reſolv'd to go and revenge her Wrongs; 
and, without loſing Time, he, in an hoſtile 
Manner, advanc'd into the Territories of Ama- 
laric, who went out into the Field to oppoſe 


ſo formidable an Enemy. He met him near 


Narbonne, in a Place very proper to offer him 
Battle, which he did with great Fierceneſs 
and Reſolution, but with ſuch little Succeſs, 
that after he had been an Eye Witneſs of the 
Deſtruction of his whole Army, he had no 
other Hopes of ſecuring his Life but in de- 
pending upon the Swiftneſs of his Horſe, which 
had indeed ſav'd. him, if his Avarice had not 


brought him back again to endeavour to re- 


COver 
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cover his Treaſure: But, as a juſt Puniſhment, 
he met Death at a Time when his Thoughts 
were employ'd upon no other Object but his 
Riches. A Recompence worthy his Impiety, 
and his baſe Cruelty to a Princeſs, who, for 
her Piety, was the Admiration of all Spain 
It is impoſſible to tell exactly what Kind of 
Death this unfortunate Prince died of, nor in 
what Place he was kill'd. Some Hiſtorians 
pretend, that it was at Narbonne, where, en- 
deavouring to take S ffictuary in a Church of 
the Catholicks, a Frenchman run him through 
with a Lance. St. Ifidor ſays, That, after Fe 
had loſt the Battle, he fled to Barcelona, where 
he was aſſaſſinated by his own Subjects. Others 
aſſure us, That Theudis flew him with his own 
Hands. Howſoever it happen'd, Childebert, after 
he had ſiez d upon his Treaſures, return'd back 
towards his own Territories, with Queen Clo- 
tilda, his Siſter; but that virtuous and un- 
_. fortunate Princeſs, quite ſpent and over-bur- 
den'd with the inhuman Treatment ſhe had re- 
ceiv'd from her impious Huſband, died by the 
Way, and was buried at Paris, in the Church 
of the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Prul, (which 
is now St. Genevieve) near King Clovis, her 
Father. - . N 
There were found among Amalaric's Trea- 
ſures, Sixty Chalices, Fifteen Pattens, or Co- 
vers of Chalices, with a great many other con- 
ſecrated Veſſels of Gold, which he caus'd to 
be diſtributed to ſeveral Churches; which ap- 
pear'd very extraordinary to theſe Hiſtorians 
who have made Mention of this Particular, not 
well knowing how to comprehend, that an He- 
retick Prince ſhould ſhut up ſuch Sacred Uten- 
ſils in his Coffers, and from whence they have 
Tx I. concluded, 
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of his, nor were found in his Poſſeſſion: And 


as, to the very great Prejudice of Hiſtory, 


there are but too many Authors to be met 


— 


with, who, for Want of ſolid Proofs for the 


Fables they invent, impoſe them upon the 
World as Facts found in Secret Mem — 


others, in Order to induce us to believe, that 
Childebert had taken thoſe precious [Treaſures 


out of' ſome Church, arm, That that Prince, 
after the Defeat and Death of Amalaric, pur- 


ſu'd his Conqueſt, and advanc'd as far as Jo- 
ledo, which Place he took; and that, among 


the other Spoils found in that City, he car- 


ry'd away thoſe Sacred Veſſels we have been 


ſpeaking of. But our moſt credible and moſt 


celebrated Writers reje& this Opinion as falſe 
and injurious to Childebert's known Piety; and 


Gregory de Tours, an Hiſtorian of thoſe Times, 


mentions not a Word of it: And beſides all 


this, it being very certain that Amalaric's Death 


happen'd in the Month of December, it is hardly 
probable, that ChzIdebert ſhould undertake to 


paſs over the Pyrenean Mountains in the Depth 
of Winter; without mentioning that, there are 


poſitive Proofs, that he was not Six Months 
upon this Expedition; fo that, that Time would 


not have been ſufficient for him to go and 


take Toledo, which is Two Hundred and Fif- 
ty Leagues from Clermont in Auvergne, from 


which Place he ſet out when he went to re- 
venge the Quarrel of the Queen his Siſter : 


From whence one ought to be of the Opinion, 


with the Doctor Ferreras, that it is probable, 


That Amalaric, having been preſs'd in Time 
when he was upon his Departure to oppoſe 


concluded, that thoſe Chalices, Ge. were none 


the like. So Aymoin, and, from him, ſeveral 


King Cbildeberrs Proceedings, and not having 


Money enough in his Poſſeſſion to defray the 
| Expence of an unexpected War, which came 


upon his Hands on a ſudden, had ſiez d the 
conſecrated Veſſels belo ing to the Catholicks- 
Churches, which he had ſo frequently pillag'd' 
upon other Occaſions. But it rather concerns 
the Criticks to decide this obſcure Point of 
Hiſtory; and fo let us examine, at preſent, 
what was tranſacted in Spain after the Death 
of Amalaric. © es $8 
The Goths, when they had loſt their King, 532, 
call'd an Aſſembly to proceed upon the Ele- 
ction of another; and recalling to their Me- 


mories the Lenity and Sagacity with which 
 Theudis had manag'd the State mea the Mi- 


nority of Amalaric, they unanimouſſy agreed, 
That none was more deſerving than he to fill 
a Throne which he had ſo nobly defended, and, 
with the general Approbation of all the Af- 
fembly, he was immediately elected and pro- 


REVOLUTION XIV. 


H firſt Ten Years of this Prince's 


= £5 Reign paſt in a profound Peace, 
at the End of which it was inter- 
[CFE rupted by Childebert, King of P- 
iris, and Clotarr, King of Sorſ= :- 
ons, who finding themſelves too cloſeſly con- 54 2. 
fin'd within the narrow Bounds of their refpe- 


Clive States, undertook to enlarge them at Ben- 


dis's 
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dis's Coft. To this Effect, after having raisd 
a very great Army, they march'd towards the 

Pyrenean Mountains, which having paſs'd, they 

broke into Spain, where they made dreadful 
Devaſtations, took Pamplona, Calahorra, and all 
the other Places which lye between the Rivers 
Ebro and Minho, towards the Weſt; and then 
turning to the Eaſtern Parts, they penetrated 
into the Kingdom of Arragon, and laid Siege 
to Saragoſſa; the Inhabitants of which City, find- 
ing themſelves wholly deſtitute of all Succour, 


had Recourſe to God for Aihſtance, through 


the Mediation of St. Vincent the Martyr, whom 
they endeavour'd to render propitious by 4 ri- 
gorous Faſt they kept, and by a ſolemn Pro- 
ceſſion they made round the City Walls, in 
which the Women likewiſe aſſiſted, cloath'd 
all in Mourning, their Hair diſhevell'd, and 
their Heads cover'd with Aſhes; ſome ſinging 
Holy Hymns, others weeping and imploring 
the Divine Clemency, putting their ſole Con- 
fidence in the Stole of that Bleſſed Martyr, 
which, with ſingular Devotion, was carry d, 
by a Prieſt, at the Head of the Proceſſion. 
The Two Confederate Kings aſtoniſh'd at this 
pious and devout Object, without knowing 
what it meant, examin'd into the Matter; and af- 
ter being fully inform'd of the whole Caſe, they 
ſent Word to the Beſieg'd, That,, in Regard 
to a Saint in whom they had plac'd ſuch an 
implicit Confidence, they were determin'd to 
raiſe the Siege, without exacting any Thing 
from them except ſome Holy Relick to carry - 
Home with them. Thoſe People, full of grate- 
ful Acknowledgment, preſented them with the 
Stole which had protected their City from the 
Storm that had threaten'd it: After nge 
| e 
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the Two Kings broke up their Camp, and 
took the Road towards Fance; but - Theudi/e 1 
General of Theudis's Troops, intercepted 'them- 
in their Way, and got ſome Advantage over 

them. Some fay, that — were -deliver'd 
purely thro' the Interceſſion of St. Avitis; but 
others, leſs credulous, affirm, that Childebert 
facilitated his Retreat by Means of a conſide- 
rable Sum of Money he gave the Spaniſh Ge- 
neral. Yet that was no Inducement to hinder 


But this was not the only Traytor that Prince 
had to deal with; for one Day, as he was en- 548. 
tering into his Palace, a certain deſperate Ruf- _ 
fian, who, to have the eaſier Acceſs to his 
Perſon, feign'd himſelf to be an Ideot, ſtabbd 
| him with a Poniard, of which Wound he died 
a few Days after. 12 4 
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FER the Death of Thendis, the 
Goth, choſe Theudiſel for their King, 
who was, at that Time, General 
bof the Armies in Spain, and who 
was held in high Eſteem for his 
Valour, but otherwiſe, for the Depravation of 
his Manners, he was a very Monſter in Na- 
ture. While he was but a Subject, he had Po- 
bo licy enough to conceal his Deformities z but 
he was no ſooner become a Soveraign, but his 
natural diſſolute Diſpoſition began to appear in 
its true Colours; for then he let looſe the 
Reins of his unbridled Paſſions, and moſt un- 
worthily abus'd the Power wherewith a Throne 
inveſts its Poſſeſſor. No ſooner had any Wo- 
man, by her Beauty, the Misfortune to pleaſe 
him, but he took Poſſeſſion of her, as his own 
Property, without regarding either Virtne, Rank, 
or Character, nay, and the Huſbands were fre- 
quently ſacrific'd to his inordinate Brutality. 
This tyrannical Procedure ſo highly incens'd 
| both the Nobility and Populace, that, one Even- 
1 ing, when he had invited a great Number of 
; the Nobles to Supper, they unanimouſly com- 
bin'd to take away his Life, to ſecure their 
own, and to preſerve the Honour of their Wives. 
About the Middle of the Entertainment, all 
the Lights were put out, and they aſſalſinated 
him, with many Wounds, not one of his Guards 
offering to ſtir in the Defence of a * 
25 | whom 
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whom they ſerv'd with the greateſt Reluctance. 
He reign'd but Seventeen Months, during all 551. 
which Time his Subjects underwent inexpreſ- 
ſible Tyranny and Opprefhon. 31 gre 


- 


When he was dead, the hief” Heads of the 


Conſpiracy choſe Agila to ſucceed- him, with- 
out waiting for the general Conſent of the 
reſt who had a Right to be preſent at the Ele- 
ction, which was the Cauſe: of ſeveral inteſtine 
Broils and Diſturbances, wherewith the State 
was miſerably torn and oppreſsd, and which 
ended in the Death of the Tyrant, whoſe dif 
ſolute Diſpoſition was nothing inferior; to: that 
of his Predeceſſor; ſo that his End was in no 
wiſe happier, nor his Memory more to be re- 
HO than that of Theudiſel. As, before they 
et the Crown upon his Head, he was only a 
private Captain of a Troop, that ſupreme Dig- 
nity had ſo puff d him up with an inſdlent 
haughty Pride, that he render'd himfelf inſup- 
portable and univerſally deteſtol. 
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AN of the Cities of e 55 2. 
Wi able any longer to endure his Th 

= WAR ranny, revolted againſt him, to ſhak 
Pl off that intollerable Yoke, and choſe 

— 41thanagild for King, who was of a 

very illuſtrious Goth; Family. The News of 

this Election was, at firſt, a moſt terrible 

Thunder-Clap to King Agila. But as he want-. 

ed neither Courage, Conduct, nor Policy, he 
de "G- 2 took 
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| took the beſt Meaſures he could to oppoſe the 
Proceedings of his Competitor; who, foreſee- 
ing that the Forces of thoſe who had ſet him 
| * upon the Throne, were not ſufficient to main- 
tain him in it, had Recourſe to the Protection 
and Aſſiſtance of Strangers. The Emperor Ju- 
ftinian ſeeming the propereſt Potentate he could 
apply to, he ſent an Embaſſador to Conſtantino- 
ple, to ſollicit him to join the Imperial Troops, 
to his Army, and to offer him, in Return for 
that Favour, ſome Places in Spain. 1 
FJiuſtinian, whoſe Name was grown very fa- 
mous in all Parts for the great Victories he 
had obtain'd in Aſa againſt the Perſians and the 
Samaritans, in Africa againſt the Vandals, and 
over the Goths in Italy, being extremely de- 
ſirous of reſtoring the Empire to its ancient 
Splendor, by the Recovery of thoſe Provin- 
ces his Predeceſſors had loſt, willingly accept- 
ed the Propoſal Athanagild had made him; ſo 
that, after having taken all neceſſary Precau- 
tions, and ſufficient Securities to prevent his 
being impos'd upon in the Alliance he was a- 
bout to make, he ſent a powerful Army in- 
to Spain, under the Conduct of the Patrician 
Tiberius, a Man of the greateſt Valour, and 
a conſummate Experience in Military Affairs. 
This General, immediately upon his Arrival, 
began his Operation by taking Poſſeſſion of 
all the Maritime Towns which are ſituated 
along the Mediterranean Coaſt, from the Straights 
of Gibraltar up as high as the Kingdom of Va- 
lencia, every one of which joyfully ſubmitted 
to this new. Government, to deliver themſelves 
from the Yoke of a Prince whom they abo- 
minated both fur his Vices and for his Hereſy. 
e eee 
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Agila, who, thro a preſumptuous Aſſurance, 
had hitherto regarded Fa Competitor only as 
a raſh, inconſiderate Perſon, whoſe Deſtruction 
he thought inevitable, began now to fear him 
in good Earneſt, and to put himſelf into the 
beſt Condition he could to avoid the Ruin which 
apparently threaten'd him: And as he well 
knew he ſhould never be able to maintain him- 
ſelf upon the Throne except he could recover 
the revolted Cities, he determin'd to begin with 
the Siege of Seville, as the moſt important of 
all the Places which had ſubmitted to the Obe- 
dience of' Athanagild ; which Prince, being 1n- 
form'd of his Deſign, march'd out to intercept 
him in the Way with the Troops his Partiſans 
had furniſh'd him withal, and the Forces ſent 
him by the Emperor Fuſtinian. The Battle 
was of no long Continuance; Agila was de- 
feated, and oblig'd to retire, full Speed, to 
Merida, where he us'd his utmoſt Diligence 
to get his ſhatter'd Army ſupply'd with freſh 
| Recruits, But the principal Leaders of thoſe 
who had eſpous'd his Intereſt, reflecting upon 
the Severity of his Government, and that all they 
did was only waſting their own Strength, and 
had brought the State almoſt to its laſt Gaſp 
by continual inteſtine Wars, which would in- 
_ fallibly ſupply the Imperzalits with eaſy Means 
to give the finiſhing Stroke to their utter Ruin, 
and thereby to recover the Spanih Monarchy, 
they came to the Reſolution of ridding them-_ 
ſelves, with their own Hands, of a Tyrant, 
whom they had advanc'd to the Throne, with 
far different Views, but in which they had every 
Way ſucceeded fo very contrary to their Hopes 
and Expectations: So that, inſtead of complying 
with his Demands in recruiting his Troops, 

"WI they 
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they aſſaſſinated him, and acknowledg'd Atha- 
7agild for their lawful Soveraign, at the Time 
when he imagin'd he had been to have un- 
dergone the Fatigue of a tedious Civil-War. 
The Imperialifts, whoſe ambitious Views tend- 
ed to nothing leſs than the Recovery of all 


the Spaniſh Provinces to the Obedience of the 


Empire, not being ſatisfy'd with thoſe Cities 
which Athanagild had deliver'd into their Hands, 
found Means to get Poſſeſſion of ſeveral others, 
but whether by Force of Arms, by Surprize, 
or by the Conſent of the Inhabitants, is not 
known; but this Proceeding troubled Athana- 
gild ſo much, that he repented his ever ha- 


3 brought them into Spain. But as in ſuch 
Caſe 


s as this, Repentance is but a very fruit- 
Jeſs Remedy, it was requiſite to have Recourſe 
to ſomething more effectual, which was to 
wage War againſt his Defenders, who were, 
beyond Comparifon, more dangerous Enemies 
than thoſe very profeſs'd Enemies themſelves 
with whom he had to do before; being fiſl- 
ly aſſur'd, that if he gave them Time to for- 
tify themſelves, he ſhould run the greateſt 
Danger of loſing a Throne, which flatter'd his 
Ambition in ſo very agreeable a Manner. To 


avoid this Evil, he betook himſelf to the Field, | 


and recover'd ſeveral of the Towns he had 
given up to the Imperial Army. The follow- 
ing Year he got the better of them in di- 
vers Encounters; but it ſeems very probable, 
that thoſe Advantages coſt him dear, ſince 
thoſe Intruders kept their Ground in Spain 
during his whole Reign, which they could 
never have done, had Fortune always favour'd 
him. He died at Toledo, after he had reign'd 
almoſt Thirteen Years, greatly regretted by 
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his Subjects by Reaſon of the Lenity of his 


vernment. It is ſaid of him, that notwith- 


ſtanding, to keep his People from revolting, 


he made publick Profeſſion of the Arian Sect, 
yet, in his Heart, he was an Orthodox Ca- 
tholick. As he thought Toledo was the propereſt 


and moſt commodious City in all Spain for the 


Reſidence of a King, he went thither in the 


Year 555, eftabliſh'd his Court there, and found- 


ed the celebrated Monaſtery of St. Agalian. 
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REkvOLUTION XVII. 


TER the Death of Athanagild, 
there was an Interregnum of Five 
MA Months, caus d by the Diviſions a- 
i ly mong the Goths, of whom one Par- 
ty had voted for, and eſpous'd the 
Intereſt of Lieuva, Governor of Gallia Narbon- 
nenſis, but the reſt of the Nation roſe up in 
Arms and refus'd to acknowledge him, which 
gave Occaſion for the Imperialifts to get into 
their Poſſeſſion many very important Places. 
Lieuva would willingly have paſs'd into Spain 
to put a Stop to theſe Diſorders, but conclu- 
ding, that his Preſence was abſolutely neceſ- 


fary in Gaul, to oppoſe the French, who de- 568. 


ſign'd to attempt the Conqueſt of the Narbon- 
nenſis, he thought proper to aſſociate his Bro- 


ther Leovigild with himſelf in the Government 


of the Spaniſh Crown. This Prince had ſome 
very excellent Qualities, but had likewiſe o: 
G 4 - » thers »- 
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| | thers exceeding bad, as will appear by the 


Sequel. | | | 
569. lk Arrival in Spain appeas'd the Murmur- 
| ings of the Goths, who greatly regretting the 
Loſs of thoſe ſeveral important Places which 
had been lately diſmember'd from the Crown 
by the Imperialifts, they began to conceive Hopes 
of recovering them under the Conduct of 
o Martial a Prince. The firſt Step he took 
was to fall upon the Territories of Malaga, 
of all which he ſoon made himſelf Maiter. 
From thence he proceeded to Baeza, which 
City he took, "ah then went and laid vigo- 
rous Siege to Medina-Sidonia, where he met 
with ſo notable a Reſiſtance from the Inha- 
| bitants, that deſpairing to win it by Force, 
570. he had Recourſe to a Stratagem. He prevail'd 
With one of the Townſmen, whoſe Name was 
Framidanco, to favour his Deſign, by whoſe 
Aſſiſtance being let into the City about Mid- 
night, he put the Garriſon to the Sword. Theſe 
Succeſſes gave King Leovigild very great Ad- 
vantages over the Imperialiſts, yet were very 
far from being ſufficient to ſatisfy him. He 
muſt add Cordoua to the reſt of his Conqueſts, 
which Place, by its Situation, would put him 
in a Condition to drive them out of all they 
poſleſs'd in the Upper Andaluſia; but it was 
an Enterprize of the greateſt Difficulty, and 
the Succeſs thereof very uncertain. Leovigild 
had but few Troops, and thoſe he was oblig'd 
to manage to the very beſt Advantage if he 
intended to keep the Field. In this Extremi- 
ty, the Example of Medina-Sidonia was ſtill 
too freſh to cauſe the great Power and Effica- 
cy of Gold to be ſo ſoon elaps'd from his Me- 
4 mary; ſo that uſing once more a Method 01 
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had before ſucceeded ſo very happily, he gain d 
Admittance into the City, and cut the Throats 
of the whole Garriſon. Being now Maſter of 
that important Place, he eaſily ſubdu'd all that 
Neighbourhood, and afterwards he puniſh'd the 
Obſtinacy of ſome Peaſants who had refus'd 
to ſubmit themſelves to his Qbedience. Some 
Hiſtorians ſay, That Miro, King of the Sueves, | 
who till then had remain'd only a ſimple Spe» = 
ctator of what paſs'd between the Goths and 
the Imperialifts, declar d War againſt Leovigild, 
and that he carry'd it into a Part of the Coun- 
try, which John Viclara calls Aragonés, be- 
longing to the Goths. But this Opinion is 
wholly exploded by many others, grounding 
their Contradiction upon the good Underſtandin 
which always ſubſiſted between the Goths and 
the Sueves: And on the contrary, they hold, | | 
with St. Ifidor, That the People whom Miro | 
ſet upon, were call'd Rucones, or Rocones, and 
not Aragones, as Viclara intimates, whoſe Opi- 
nion is grounded purely upon the Memoirs of 
Scaliger, who, tis probable, might have been 
miſtaken. Some are inclin'd to believe, that 
this War was carry'd on in the Province of 
Rioja, with which Name that of Rucones has 
ſome Affinity. Others are of the Opinion, 
That it was in the Upper Andaluſia, in thoſe 
1 Mountains call'd Alpujarras, which were then 
| under the Obedience of the Inperialiſts, the 
| craggy ſharp Rocks thereabouts being call'd 
Romani, Rucones, or Racones. But one muſt 
have the Faculty of Divination to go about 
to diſentangle this obſcure Point, this Chaos, 
which has been caus'd through the Negligence 
even of the beſt Writers; being never able to 
make any Diſcovery beyond bare nn 
an 
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and thoſe very. equivocal and uncertain. All 
that can be ſaid worth depending upon is, That 
Leovigild and Miro having always livd in a 


perfect good Underſtanding, it may be poſi- 


tively affirm'd, That the War wherein the 


King of the Sueves was engag d in thoſe Parts, 
was againſt the Romans, and not againſt the 


King Lieuva dying the Year following, and 
Leovigild, by his Death, becoming ſole Sove- 
raign of all the Gothiſþ Dominions in Spain, 
he undertook to enlarge the Bounds of his Ter- 


ritories. To this Effect, he turn'd his Arms 


againſt the Country of Sabaria, which was in 
the Poſſeſſion of the Imperialiſis, where he over- 
ran the whole with Fire and Sword, and, af- 


ter a very vigorous Oppoſition, made himſelf 
 Intire Maſter of it. It would puzzle one ex- 


tremely to declare in which Part of Spain this 
Country is ſituated, by Reaſon that not one 


of all the ancient Geographers make the leaſt 


Mention of it. Some indeed pretend, that it 
is that Part of the Country where ſtands the 
City of Toro, which was formerly call'd Sara- 
bris. Doctor Ferreras, whom I have already 
mention'd, and ſhall hereafter have Occaſion 
to quote as the ableſt of all the Searchers in- 
to the Antiquities of Spain, believes, that the 
Word Sabaria muſt certainly have been a Mi- 
ſtake in the Tranſcriber, and that it was ei- 
ther the Country of Sanabria, in the Biſhop- 
rick of Aorga, or the Country near Caxorla, 
in Andaluſia, or elſe Requena in the Kingdom 
of Valencia. It is very certain, that Leovi- 
gild had, at that Time, Wars in thoſe Parts, 
and that he obtain'd ſo many notable Advan- 
tages, that the Goths, perfectly charm'd W 
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under the Obedience of a King ſo zealous for 
the Welfare of their Commonwealth, and fo 
Jealous of their- Glory, gave their voluntary 


Conſent, that he ſhould aſſociate his Two Sons 
 Hermenegild and Ricarede with him in the Go- 


verment of his States, and that they ſhould be ſo- 
lemnly proclaimed the Succeſſors of his Crown. 


80 many ſucceſsful Expeditions encourag'd 573. 


Leovigild to entertain the Thoughts of endea- 
vouring to reduce the Cantabrians to their Du- 
ty, who, having revolted, were become ve» 
ry formidable, Their Country, 1n thoſe Times, 
including the Mountains of Burgos, and all that 


now goes under the name of Biſcay, It is not 


certainly known, whether or no thoſe People 


were conquer'd at the Irruption of the Sueves, 


the Vandals, the Alans, and the Goths into 
Spain; or if by the advantageous Situation of 

eir Country, upon the Declenſion of the Em- 

ire, they form'd themſelves into a Kind of 

ee neither is it known, whether or 
no Euric, King of the Goths, ſubdw'd thoſe Moun- 
taineers when he made his Entry into the Ter- 
ritories of Tarazona, or if they were then re- 
duc'd to the Roman Obedience: And notwith- 
ſtanding many of the French Hiſtorians poſſi- 
tively affirm, That, in the Year 542, Chil 


peric and Clotair, Kings of France, brought them 


under their Subjection before they went to be- 
ſiege Saragoſſa, there is a great deal of Appea- 
rance, that they never met with this Point 
of Hiſtory any where but in ſome obſcure Me- 


moirs, which are very little to be depended 


upon, as having never been able to produce 
one ſingle Proof which could carry with it the 
leaſt Spark of Probability; from whence we 


are the more inclin'd to believe, that this Pro- 


vince 


374. 
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vince was, indeed, ſubze& to the Goths, but 


x 


the exact Time in which they conquer'd it is 


Intirely uncertain. Y7clara, in very expreſs 
Terms, ſays, That Leovigild annex'd it to his 
Crown, Provinciam in ſuam revocat ditionem, 


whereby it appears, that it had been diſmember- 


ed from it before. | 


But however that be, Leovigild, having agreed 
with the Imperialiſts for a Ceſſation of Arms, 
enter'd into Cantabria at the Head of his Ar- 
my, cansd the Authors of the Rebellion to be 
put to Death, and made himſelf Maſter of Maya, 
which Place ſome Hiſtorians make to be ſi- 
tuated between Leon and Burgos, though others 
affirm it to be a City of Biſcay, near Elgeta, 
or rather Elgeta itſelf, which, according to the 
ancient Authors, was formerly call'd Maya. 


The Conqueſt of this Place was follow'd by 


the Reduction of all the circumjacent Country, 


and at that Time it was, that the Prediction 


of St. Milay was accompliſh'd; who, the Year 
before, having had a Revelation, That this Pro- 
vince ſhould be expos'd to a bloody War, by 


Reaſon of the enormous Sins which were dai- 


ly committed therein, he, at Eafter, gave No- 


tice to the Inhabitants, That they would in- 


fallibly be overcome by their Enemies, except 
they endeavour'd, by a fincere Repentance, to 
appeaſe the Wrath of God; all which came to 
paſs as he had propheſy'd. 1 

After the Example of the Cantabrians, the 
Aregenſes, another neighbouring People ſo call'd 
from certain Mountains of that Name, had like- 


wiſe revolted, at the Inſtigation of a Nobleman, 


nam d Aſp:idivs. King Leovigild, who neglected 


nothing that tended towards the eſtabliſhing the 


Gothic Empire, went and attack'd thoſe _ 1 
8 E 8, 
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bels, and intirely defeated them. The unſor- 


tunate Aſpidius, with his Wife and Children, 


as Authors of that Rebellion, were taken Pri. | 


ſoners, and conducted to the Court, their Eſtates 
and whole Effects being condemn'd to Confif- 


cation; but Hiſtory is ſilent as to hat be- 


came of them ends 


The Situation of the Country of the Leer - 


fas has been, for a long Time, held in Dif- 
mac Mariana places it in Aquitain, ſome- 

here about Agens; which cannot poſſibly be 
right, becauſe Leovigild made no Manner of 
Conqueſt in any Part of France. And Vivar, with 
ſome others, believe, that the Mountains Are- 
genſes, axe thoſe, at whoſe. Foot the River Ara- 
Zon runs towards the Confines of the Kingdom 
of Navarre, from whence they derive their 


Name, as does likewiſe the Country wherein 


they are ſituated, which, we now call Aragon. 


He adds, That in the moſt Northern Part _ | 


of, is a Valley, which goes by the Name of 

Aſpa, of which Aſpidius was Lord, and that 
the Capital Town of that whole Country Was 
call'd Aregia, from whence he deduces the Ety- 
mology of the the Aregenſes. If the Opinion of Vi- 


dar be true, theſe Mountains muſt needs have 


reach'd from the Frontiers of Bearn as far as 
the Bounds of the Kingdom of Leon; ſince Or- 
tilius, Ferrarius, and ſeveral cther Geogra- 


phers, have plac'd Aregia, between the Cities of 


Burgos and Leon, wherein they ſeem to be in the 
right. 


remov'd the War into the Dominions of Are, 
King of the Sueves, which border'd upon the 
Country he had lately conquer d, and which; 


it was ſuppos d, the Suzuih King had cans . 


re 
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After l had ſubdu'd the Aregenſes, he 577. 
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to revolt from the Goths. However, this War 
was no ſooner begun, but the Courſe of it was 
ſtopp'd by a Suſpenſion of Arms agreed upon 
between thoſe Two Princes, and Leovigild con- 
verted his Hoſtilities againſt the Cities which are 
fituated on the Mountains of Oraſpeda, which 
include Monte-Cayo, and the Highlands of Mo- 
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tino and Cuenca; the Inhabitants whereof had 
revolted at the ſame Time as the Cantabrians 
and Aregenſes; but they ſubmitted immediate- 


ly upon the Approach of a King fo often us d 
to conquer, who puniſh'd their Rebellion by 
loading them with ſuch exceſſive Tributes, that, 


not able to endure that Oppreflion, they again 
revolted, and put him to the Trouble of cha- 
ſtiſing them a ſecond Time, after which all was 
quiet. | nov e 

When Leovigild had pacify'd all the Diſorders 
and Commotions which had been rais'd in his 


Kingdom, and had made a Truce with the Impe- 


rialiſts, he began to think of marrying Prince 
Hermenegild, his Son, | whoſe great Merit was 


ſo well known, that Sigebert, King of Auſtra- 
fla, imagin'd he could do nothing more to the 


Advantage of his Daughter Ingnnda; than to 
make her that Prince's Wife. The Princeſs 


was receiv'd in Spain with the greateſt Demon- 
ſtrations of Joy, both by Leovigild, and his 
Second Wife Goſuintha, by Hermenegild, and 
by all the Nobility and People, who were equal- 


ly charm'd with her ſingular Virtue and Me- 
rit, and with her uncommon Beauty. After 
the publick Rejoicings that were made upon 
the Account of this Marriage were over, the 
King declar'd his Son for his Companion in 


the Government, and afſign'd him a Province 
for his Appennage, The Hiſtorians difagree 


about 
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about the Name of the Province here menti- 
oned. Gregory de Tours ſays, it was Luſitania, 
and that the Prince eftabliſ'd' his Court at 
Merida. Viclara, and ſeveral others, ee | 
that he ſettled at Seville, and by Conſequence 
it muſt have been Betica and not Laſitania.' 
The Opinion of theſe laſt is by ſo much the 
ſurer, as it is quſtify'd by one of the moſt me- 
morable and moſt terrible Events that ever hap- 
pen d in Spain, as we are going to make ap- 


60 f tha, whoſe Zeal for the Arian Sect 
ſurpaſsd even Imagination itſelf, employ'd her 
utmoſt Sollicitations, and us'd all her Autho- 
rity to induce Irgunda to abjure the Catholick 
Religion and to embrace Arianiſm: But find- 
ing in that Princeſs a Conſtancy not to be 
ſhaken, and a pious Horrour and Deteſtation 
of Hereſy, ſhe was ſo enrag'd, that ſhe us d 
her with all Manner of Indignities and ill Treat- 
ment, and went ſo far as to take her, one 
Day, by the Hair, and pulling her down up- 
on the Floor, ſhe trampled upon her with her 
Feet, with the greateſt Violence imaginable; 
all which ſhe endur'd with a true Chriſtian 
Patience. n e e 2446 

 Hermenegild, having been inform'd of that 
ſo barbarous an Outrage committed upon the 
Perſon of' a Spouſe, whoſe Virtue and extra- 
ordinary Merits had made fo deep an ImpreF 
ſion upon his Heart, he diſſembled the inex- 
preſſible Reſentment he had conceivd at ſuch 
an Indignity, and, a few Days after, asd 
his Father's Leave to go to Seville with the 
Princeſs, his Conſort, where they were re- 
ceiv'd with loud Acclamations of Joy, St. Le- 
ander, the Archbiſhop of that Place, could not 


avoid 


{ 


* . ? ; , i { 
- 4 FE ö of be | * : — 1 
6 he HISTORY of the 
4 ? : Y 1 +: . 8 & 
9 4 „ 2 * 4 — „ 3 "Fas 3 } 


avoid admiring that Prince's excellent Qualifi- 
_ cations; but he was deeply concern'd: to ſee 
him envelop'd in the Obſcurity of Hereſy: And, 
being inſpird with a pious Zeal, he made him 
ſuch a lively Repreſentation of the deplorable 
State he was in, that he began to ſtagger; but 
the Hour of his Converſion was not yet come: 
But the Tears and Intreaties of the Princeſs 
Ingunda, accompany'd and aſſiſted by the Di- 
vine Influence of Heaven, 5 what that 
holy Prelate had fo happily begun: Hermene- 
1 gild began to conceive an inward Diſlike to 
| Arianiſm, and a ſecret Impulſe inſpird him 
with a violent Deſire. of becoming an Ortho- 
dox Catholick. In, theſe pious Diſpoſitions he 
was encourag'd and ſtrengthen'd by St. Leander; 
who after having made ſufficient Tryal of his 
Sincerity, he adminiſter'd to him the Sacrament. 
of ee As this Prince's Converſion 
was the Subject of exceeding great Rejoicings 
among the Catholicks, ſo it was the greateſt 
Mortification imaginable to the Arians, and was 
| the Cauſe of Troubles and Alterations as well 
among the one Party as the other. King Leo- 
| vigild, highly incens'd againſt his Son, ſent 
| him an expreſs Command, that he ſhould ha- 
| | ſten to Court to anſwer for his Proceedings. 
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But the Prince foreſeeing that this Summons 
tended to nothing but to force him to a Re- 
cantation of what he had done, and to oblige 
him to re- embrace his former Hereſy, prefer- 
N | ed his Duty to God before his Obedience to 
. a Father's poſſitive Command, and therefore ſent 
to beg his Excuſe for his Non-compliance. Nor 
was that all; for rightly conſidering, that he 
| ſhould never be gble to maintain his Ground, 
0 whilſt he publick] profeſs d the Orthodox Ur | 
N e 
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lief, except he did it with Arms in his Hand, 
he diſpatch'd Orders to all the Cities of An- 
dal 15 that they ſhould raiſe what Troops they 
could, which with all poilible Diligence was 
effected: And to enable him the better to de- 
fend himſelf againſt the violent Methods he well 
knew the King his Father would not fail to take, 
he enter'd into a Treaty with the Imperial Ge- 
neral, with whom he concluded a League, Of- 
fenſive and Defenſive. This when Loobigi Id 
came to underſtand, that incens'd Father, w 

in the exceſſive Fury of that miſtaken Zeal 
with which his erroneous Religion had inſpir d 


him, look'd upon this. Niſobedience of his Son 
in refuſing to make his Appearance, as no- 


thing leſs than Rebellion in all its Forms, re- 
ſolv'd to break off that Alliance, at any Price 
whatſoever, and in which Attempt, unhappi- 


ly for the poor Prince, he ſucceeded but too 


well. With a Bribe of Thirty Thouſand Sold: 
he prevaild upon that perfidious, mercenary 


General to betray the pious Princez and the 


better to amuſe and deceive him, he agreed 
with the King, That he would ftill carry on 
Matters in a friendly Manner, and make a 
Shew of defending his Son's Cauſe, till the Time 
ſhould be cortie which had been appointed for 
the Conjun&ion of the Imperial Forces with 
the Prince's Troops. Leovigild, in the mean 
while, was advancing towards his Son with all 
poſſible Expedition; who being inform'd of the 


Treachery of his perfidious Ally, and finding 


himſelf far from being in a Condition to with- 


ſtand the of aria Army of the King his Fa- 


ther, retir'd into a Church to ſave his Life, 

which, for the preſent, prevented the King 

from proceeding to Hoſtihties ; ſince he very 
Vol. I. H we 
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Beginning of Chriſtianity ; and That the Catho- 


well knew, that Enterprizes, wherein Religion 
is any Ways concern'd, are expos d to the great- 
eſt Inconveniences, if not rightly manag d. 
With this Conſideration, he order d his ſecond 
Son Recarede to go to his Brother and endea; 
vour to perſuade-him to quit his Sanctuary, and 
to come and caſt himſelf at his Father's Feet; 
3 Racarede, at the ſame Time, and 
inding his Promiſe with a ſolemn Oath, That 
he would not only pardon Hermenegild, but 
would receive him with a Paternal Tenderneſs. 
The poor Prince, ſeduc'd by his Brother's perſua- 
ſive Arguments, came out of the Church whi- 
ther he had fled for Refuge; but was no ſooner 


conducted into his Father's Preſence, but that 
| Barbarian, forgetting, or to ſay better, viola- 


ting his folemn Promiſe, loaded him with In- 
Juries and Reproaches, commanded him to be 
ſtripp'd of his Regalia and other Ornaments,” and 
causd him to be carry'd Priſoner to Toledo, 5 
cloath'd in mean and deſpicable Rags. 
 Leovigild was too much a Politician not to 
comprehend, that ſo long as there was no Uni- 
formity in the Sentiments of his Subjects in 
Matters of Religion, the publick Tranquillity 


muſt, of Neceſſity, be in the greateſt Danger. 


For which Reaſon, he iſſued out an Edict, That 
all the Biſhops in his Dominions, both Catho- 
licks and Arians, ſhould aſſemble together at 


Toledo, in Order to hold a Council for the eſta- 


bliſhing Union and Concord between thoſe Two. 
different Perſuaſions: And as the principal Points 
of the Diviſion conſiſted in, That the Arians 
re-baptiz'd ſuch Catholicks as enter ' d into their 
Communion, contrary to the Doctrine of 
the Apoſtles praCtis'd ever ſince the very firſt 


licks, 
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licks, to confeſs IEsus CuRIsT the Son of 
Gop, to be of the very ſame Nature and Ef- 
ſence with His FAT HER, and equal to Him 
in every Reſpect, us d this Expreſſion at the 
End of Prayers and Pſalms, Gloria Patri & 
Filio & Spiritui Sando, as a Token, that, in 
the Myſtery of the moſt Holy Trinity, they 
acknowledgd Three Perſons, really Diſtinck, 
which yet were but One and the ſame Gop 1 
He, therefore, pave the Biſhops to underſtand, 
That he thought it requiſit, that ſome Refor- 
mation ſhould be made upon thoſe Two Points. 
The Arian Prelates, who were no better than 
abject, ſubmiſſive Slaves to the Regal Autho= 
rity, comply'd with whatever Leovigild pleas d 
to command them; but the Orthodox Paſtors, 
who ſaw clearer, eaſily underſtood the im- 
pPious Deſigns of the King, and courageouſly 


refus'd to abate one Tittle of the Glory due 


to the Sacred Trinity ; this was firmly main- 
tain'd by all, except a few puſillanimous 
Wretches, who yielded either to the ſeducing 
Allurements of Promiſes, or to the ſervile Fear 
of Threats. Thoſe who perſever'd with Con- 
ſtancy in the Faith of the Church, being de- 
parted from that Aſſembly, where ſo much 
Hereſy and Impiety preſided, the Arian Bi- 
ſhops, and ſuch of the Catholicks who had been 
Traytors to the Truth, came to this facrile- 
gious Determination, That Glory was to be 
given to the Father, for the Son, and in the 
Holy Ghoſt; impiouſly deſtroying the Doctrine 
of the Church by ſuch Heretical Notions. . 

Leovigild imagin'd after this, that all thoſe 
Diſcords and Controverſies which the Diver- 
ſity of Opinions in Religious Affairs had causd 
in his Dominions, _ d have been . 
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and at an End: But it happen'd quite the Re- 

verſe : For the Proceedings of that Council 
were ſcarce publiſh'd, but the Catholicks be- 
gan to thunder out their Anathema's and Ex- 


communications againſt them: This ſo enrag d 


the King, that he began a moſt terrible Per- 
ſecution againſt the Church, and made a De- 
cree, whereby he ordain'd, That all the Bi- 
ſhops, without Exception, under the moſt grie- 
vous Penalties, ſhould ſubſcribe to the Acts of 
that unlawful Convocation, At the Publica- 


tion of that Decree, ſeveral, not daring to 


vindicate the Truth, fell e into Error 
and Hereſy. Among thoſe who ſuffer d them- 
ſelves to be led into A, ianiſm, Vincent, Bi- 
ſhop of Saragoſſa, gave very ſingular Demon- 
ſtrations of his Weakneſs, and Want of Cou- 
rage: His Fall caus'd exceeding great Scan- 
dal among the Catholicks; and Severus, Biſhop 
of Malaga, wrote againſt him in Terms which 
evidently diſplay'd the Profoundneſs of his 


Knowledge and Learning, as well as the Fer- 


vency of his Zeal inDefence of the Myſteries of 
the Faith. 0 | | 
Leovigild, finding his Council univerſally 
condemn'd by all the Orthodox Chriſtians, o- 
mitted no Rigour that a falſe Zeal could poſ- 
ſibly inſpire to reduce them to a Compliance. 
Confiſcation of Goods, Baniſhment, Impriſon- 
ment, Tortures, and Death, were to be ſeen 
in every Part of the Kingdom; and ſo vio- 
lent was the Perſecution, that the Catholicks, 
being no longer able to endure it, had Re- 
courſe to Miro, King of the Sueves, of whoſe 


Zeal for the Catholick Religion they were ve- 


ry well affur'd. . That Prince would willingly 
have aſſiſted them; but being ſenſible that his 


Force 
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Force was not ſufficient to ballance the Power 
of Leovigild, he ſent. Embaſſadors to Gontrand, 
King of Burgundy, to endeavour to concert with 
him upon ſome proper Means to put a Stop 
to the Cruelties Leovigild — upon the 
Catholicks. But Leovigild, who was, at that 
Time, negotiating a Treaty of Marriage be- 
tween his Son Recarede, and Ragonta, the Daugh- 
ter of Chilperic, King of Fance, having had 
Notice of that Embaſſy, ſent Intelligence there- 
of to the French Court, and Chilperic, upon 
Motives unknown to all the Hiſtorians, caus d 
the Embaſſadors of Miro to be arreſted at Poi- 
tiers, and to be carried Priſoners to Paris. Some 
ITimneè after this, Leovigild ſent him an Em- 
baſſador, nam'd Agila; but upon what Account 
was never poſitively known, except it was 
to conclude the Marriage between Recarede and 
Ragonta. But what is poſitively certain is, That 
Agila, who was one of the moſt bigotted Ari - 
ans among the Goths, having, upon Haſter- Day, 
held a Conference with St. Gregory de Tours, 
was converted, and died a good Catholick. 
About the End of the preceding Year, or 
at the Beginning of this, the Inhabitants of _ 
Guipuzcoa, of Navarre, and of the Mountains 
of Aragon, who were all Orthodox Catholicks, 
ſeeing how they were perſecuted by Leovigild, 
who would compel them to ſay in the Daily 
Prayers they us'd, Gloria Putri per Filium in 
ay Szucto, inſtead of Gloria Patri & Hlio 
Spiritui Sandto, took up Arms to defend the 
Catholick Religion: But as they were neither 
acquainted with Military Diſcipline, nor inur' d 
to the Hardſhips and Labours of War, the 
were not long able to withſtand the King's 


181. 


with unheard-of . 


Religion throughout his Dominions, 
ſeveral Cities to revolt, made his Eſcape from 
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Forces, who having routed them, treated them 
Viclara * that, a : t the Beginning of 


this Year, Leovigild rais'd an Army to make 
War upon his Son; Leovigildus Rex exercitum 


ad expugnandum filium colligit : Inſomuch, that 


Hermenegild, unable any longer to oppoſe the 
cruel Perſecution of his Father, and percei- 
ving that Heretick King was endeavouring to 
ſubvert, and wholly. to deſtroy the, 8 | 

e caus d 


Toledo, and put himſelf at the Head of the 


Malecontents. He no ſooner appear'd in the 


Field, but Seville, Cordoua, and almoſt all the 
reſt of the Cities of Andaluſia, took up Arms, 
and rebell'd againſt the King; who hearing 
that Hermenegild was retir'd to Merida, went 


thither to attack him, and oblig'd him to with- 


draw from thence to Seville, whither he ſoon 
after follow'd, and beſieg'd him. 

Miro, King of the Sueves, ſeeing this Prince 
ſo inhumanly perſecuted upon the Account of 


his Perſeverance in the Catholick Belief, re- 
ſolv'd to go to his Aſſiſtance with his whole 


Army. But concerning this Fact the Opinions 
of the Hiſtorians differ very much; for Gre- 
gory de Tours ſays, That King Miro, having 
een ſurpriz d by Leovigild's Forces, in a nar- 
row Paſs, and finding himſelf reduc'd to the 
Extremity, either of ſeeing his whole Army 
inevitably periſh, or to ſubmit to the Laws 
of the Conqueror, he made a Treaty with the 
King of the Goths, whereby he engag'd him- 
ſelf never, directly nor indirectly, to favour 
or aſſiſt Hermenegild; and that he then turn'd 
back to his own Kingdom, where he ed e 
| | | ALLET, 
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after. But Viclara, and St. Ifidor poſitively 
affirm, That he went to Seville, and that he 
there ended his Days: And certainly thoſe Two 
celebrated Spaniſh Hiſtorians, and who, as we 
may ſay, were Eye Witneſſes of that whole 
Affair, ſeem, upon this Account, to be far 
rev te: to Gregory de Tours, who, notwith- 
ſtanding he was a Contemporary with the o- 
thers, yet might, very probably, be miſta- 
ken, as being a Stranger, and living Three 
5 and Fifty Leagues diſtant from Se- 
( ol 

But however it was, Leowigild obſtinately 
carry d on the Siege of Seville, and endeavour d 
to reduce it by Famine; but not being able 
to cut off the Relief which conſtantly came 
by Sea, he could never gain his Point; fo 
that, being uncertain of the Succeſs of that 
Enterprize, he reſolv'd to make ſure of the 
Kings Chilperic and Childebert, the one Unkle, 
and the other Brother to the Princeſs Ingunda. 
Io this Effect he diſpatchd away Two Em- 
baſſadors, Florencius and Euxuperus, whoſe Or- 
ders were to demand, from the Firſt, the Prin- 
ceſs Rigonta for his Son Recarede, and to ju- 
ſtify, to the Other, the War he made againſt 
Hermenegild, his Siſter's Huſband. This Em- 
baſſy having met with all the Succeſs he could 
defire, he made freſh Efforts to make himſelf 
Maſter of Seville. Prince Hermenegild, who was 
apprehenſive of being taken a ſecond Time, 
withdrew to Cordoua, and, a few Days after 
his Retreat, the City of Seville was oblig' d to 
ſurrender; ©, - HI | 5 

The Biſhop Leander, being forc'd to leave 
that Place, repair'd to Hermenegild at Cordoua, 
to conſult with that Prince upon neceſſary 
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Meaſures to maintain the Liberties of the Or- | 


thodox Religion againſt the Tyrant who fo cru- 
elly perſecuted it; and finding no ſurer Me- 
thod than to engage the Emperor Mauritius to 
eſpouſe their Intereſt, they agreed, That, in 
all Diligence, Leander ſhould repair to the Im- 
perial Court at 1 - There it was 
that he became firſt acquainted with St. Gre- 
| gory, the Great, and where began that Intimacy 
Which ever after continued. between them. 5 
The Surrendry of Seville was follow'd by the 
Reduction of almoſt all the Cities which had 
declar'd for Prince Hermenegild. Cordoua had 
the ſame Fate, where that poor unfortunate 
Prince, having no Opportunity of making his 
Eſcape, was taken. Leovigild, when. he had 
made an End of reducing all Andaluſia, car» 
ry'd him to Toledo, loaded with Irons, and at- 
ter having detain'd him there a conſiderable 
Time, caus'd him to be convey'd to Valencia. 
Hermenegild, having foreſeen the great Dan- 
ger which threaten'd the Princeſs Ingunda, his 
dear Conſort, and the Son he had by her, who, 
in Memory of his Mother's Grandfather, was 
nam'd Athanagild, had caus'd them to retire 
into the Imperial Dominions, for their Secu- 
rity, and not as Pledges for the Treaty which 
the Biſhop Leander was about to negotiate with 
the Emperor Mauritius, as ſome miſinformed 
Hiſtorians have reported, tho' quite repugnant 
to all Appearance of Truth. a PCr 
Whilſt Matters were thus carry'd on amon 
the Goths, Andeca, who aſpir d to ſet the Sevi 
Diadem upon his own. Head, form'd a very 
po Faction again young. Euric, the la- 
1 Soveraign, and having fiez'd upon his Per- 
fon, he caus'd him to be ſhav'd like a Monk 
| | = and 
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and then ſhut him up in a Monaſtery; | af 
ter which the Uſurper, the better to eſtabliſh 
himſelf in his Government, marry'd Sægunria, 


King Miro's Widow. However, all theſe Pre- 


cautions. were not ſufficient to protect him long 
in his Uſurpation, as will appear in the $e- 
quel. But to return to the Affairs of the Goths.. 


Leander, the Biſhop, repreſented to the Em- 584. 


peror Mauritius the deplorable Condition of 
Prince Hermenegild, and the imminent Danger 
to which the Orthedos Religion was expos d, 
in ſuch pathetick Terms, that the Emperor 
immediately ſent Orders to his Generals who 
commanded in Spain, that they ſhould unite 
their whole Strength into one Body, and de- 
clare War againſt the Tyrant Leovigild, con- 
formable to the Treaty he had concluded with 
Leander; and that, even if thoſe Troops they 
had on Foot were not ſufficient, they ſhould 
raiſe new Recruits. This Order was no ſboner 
come, but the Imperial Army began to march 
towards Valencia, where they knew Prince Her- 
menegild was detain'd Priſoner : But Leovigild, 
having receiv'd Intelligence of that Motion, 
was before-hand with them, got his Son re- 
mov'd to Tarragona, and from thence to be 
privately convey'd to Seville; where, upon his 
Arrival, he ſent an Arian Biſhop to endeavour 
to 33 him to abjure the Catholick, Belief, 
and to prevail with him to receive the Com- 
munion from his Hands; which if he com- 
ply'd with, he might be aſſur' d of being par- 
don'd for his paſt Rebellion. That Heretick 
omitted no Arguments to try if he could pre- 
vail upon the Prince's Conſtancy, and ſtagger 
him in his Faith, ſparing neither Promiſes 
nor Threats ; Nay, he went ſo far as to w_ 

| | 3 
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poſe bringing him the Zucharif privately by. 


Night, that Nobody might know any thing of 
his Recantation; but it was all in vain : That 
< 2 Prince, who had, for a conſiderable Time 

efore, been preparing himſelf to celebrate 
the Eaſter- Week by ſtrict Faſting, and fervent 
Prayer, and was determin'd even to ſuffer Mar- 
tyrdom rather than to betray the Faith of 

IEsus CRHRIs T, diſdain'd his Offers, and de- 
_ his Menaces; and highly offended at 
the preſumptuous Inſolence of that Heretick, 


diſmiſs'd him, with telling him, That he pre- 


ferr d his Soul's Health far beyond the Poſleſ- 
fion of a Kingdom in which the Divinity of 


the Son of Gop was ſuffer d to be fo im- 


piouſly call'd in Queſtion. 


The Biſhop having given Leovigild an ex- 
act Account of the Contempt his Son had ex- 


preſs'd to all his Remonſtrances, that unna- 
tural Father gave Orders that Hermenegild ſhould 
be privately made away with in Priſon ; and 


ſo this virtuous Prince receiv'd the Crown of 


Martyrdom, on the Second Day of April, in 


this Year. His Death was follow'd by ſo ma- 


ny Prodigies, and ſuch ſurprizing Miracles, 
that Leovigild was ſtrangely aſtoniſh'd ; yet not- 


_ withſtanding he {till continued to perſecute the 


Catholicks. | ; | 
But he was not fo intirely taken up with 
his zealous Concern for the Intereſts of his 


falſe Belief, but that he ſeriouſly bent his 


Thoughts upon enlarging his Dominions : And 


as the Sueviſh Diadem appear'd to him to be 
a Gem which would be a. glorious additional 


Ornament in his own Crown, if he could but 
contrive Means, to get it out of the Uſurper's 
Hands, under the Pretext of revenging the In- 

Juſtice 
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Juſtice done to young Euric, the lawful Owner, 
he broke into Galicia, at the Head of an Ar- 


my, without meeting the leaſt ' Oppoſition to 


ſtop the Rapidity of his Courſe. Every Place 


ſurrender'd at the firſt Approach of the Con- 
queror; and the Uſurper Andeca, having been 
taken Priſoner in his Capital City, was for'd 
to put on a Monaſtick Habit, and to renounce, 
for ever, the Crown he had uſurp'd, to fave 


his Life, whieh Leovigild refus'd to grant him 


upon any other Terms. Thus ended the King- 

dom of the Sueves in Spain, after it had ſub- 

ſiſted One Hundred and Seventy Six Years. 
Gontrand, King: of Burgundy, no ſooner heard 


of the Death of Hermenegild, whether it were 


that he was deſirous of taking Vengeance for 
the Injuries done that Prince, and the un- 
worthy Treatment the Princeſs Ingunda had met 
withal, or whether his Aim was to drive out 


the Goths from the States the 1 erg in 


Gaul, is uncertain; but he aſſembled all the 
Forces he had in Aquitain, and in Burgundy, 
and then dividing them into Two Bodies, he 
ſent one of thoſe Armies to beſiege Nimes. 
But the General who commanded at that Siege, 
met with ſo vigorous a Reſiſtance from the 
Beſieg d, that he was obligd to retire for 
Want of Neceſlaries, and went from thence 
to attack ſome other Places, but miſcarried 
in that Expedition, as he had done before; 
inſomuch, that his whole Campain was re- 
duc'd to the taking of one ſmall, inſignificant 
Fort, and the ravaging the open Country, 
which was done without ſparing even the moſt 
Sacred Places. | | 
The other Body of the Army which had been 
left in Guyenne, was, in Appearance, more 
I. | ſucceſs- 
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ſucceſsful; for having laid Siege to Carcaſſona, 
the Gates were open'd to him at the firſt Sum- 
mons: But the Soldiers had ſcarce ſet Foot 
within the Town, when the Garriſon and the 


Citizens pour d out upon them with ſuch Fu- 
ry, that, in an Inſtant, they were all cut in 


Pieces; and thoſe who had remain d without 
the Walls, fell into an Ambuſcade wherein 


great Numbers of them loſt their Lives: Nay, 
the Dammage would have been fan greater, if 
they had ſtay d but a very few Days longer: 


For Prince Recarede, coming with freſh Trovpy 
is 


and finding all the Dominions of the King 


Father in a profound Tranquillity, he increas'd 
his own Army by incorporating into it all 


the Forces he found in the Narboxnenfis, and 
then made an Irruption into the Enemy's Coun- 
try, where the firſt Step he took was to get 
Poſſeiſion of a Fort, which was of the greateſt 
Importance, notwithſtanding the reſolute De- 


fence made by the Garriſon ; after which he 


carry'd his Conqueſts as far as Laverne, up- 
on the Banks of the River Rhone. When he 
had taken that Place, he proceeded towards 
the Neighbourhood of Toulouſe, where he com- 
mitted miſerable Outrages, and from thence 
return'd to Nimes, where having given all ne- 
ceſſary Orders, he paſs'd into Spain, cover'd 
with Lawrels, as a true Preſage of the great 
Reputation he afterwards acquir'd. It is uni- 
verſally known, that this Prince was betroth'd 
to the Princeſs Rigonta, King Chilperic's Daugh- 
ter; and that, as ſhe was at Toulonſe, in — 
Way to Spain, ſhe return'd Home upon the 
Rumour of her Father's Death: So that we 
mall not inlarge upon that Subject, which is 
foreign to our PurpoſG. 
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| - Zeovigild finding himſelf over-burthen'd with 


the Weight of an advanc'd Age, and quite 


broken and ſpent with the many Wars he had 


I 


been fore'd to carry on, when at laſt per- 
ceiving the Approach of Death, which his un- 
intermitting Infirmit ies eee preſag d to 
him could not be far off, refolv'd to accom- 


modate Matters with the Kings of France and 
Burgundy, at any Price ſoever, that he might 


ſettle his Son firmly upon the Throne he him- 


ſelf was juſt upon the Point of quitting. And 


as Gontrand ſeem'd to be the leaſt inclin'd to 
liſten to an Accommodation, he ſent him an 
Embaſſy, to which that Prince would not 
vouchſafe ſo much as to give Audience, This 
ſo nettled the almoſt expiring Leovigild, that 


\ 
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he ſent away the Prince, his Son, a ſecond 


Time into the Narbonnenſis, that he might be 
near at Hand to offer War to him who had 
refus'd to hearken to Terms of Peace. 

When Recarede was come to Narbonne, he 
ſet his Army in the beſt Order he could, and 
then march'd out into the Field, penetrated 
into the Enemy's Country, which he ravag'd, 
and took ſeveral Towns; and without ex 
ſing his Fortune to the Hazard of a deciſive 
Battle, he left the Gothiſb Dominions in ſuch 
a Condition, that they needed not to be ap- 
prehenſive of any Inſults from that Quarter, 
and then return'd Home to his Father, whom 
he found at the laſt Extremity, and whoſe 
edifying Death made Amends for all the Dif- 
orders of his Life. 


pot 


When he was ready to reſign his lateſt Breath, 
he knew, he felt, he became ſenſible, that 
the Catholick Belief was the only true Reli- 
gion. The Miracles whereby he had ſo _ 
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his Son. Being ſtruck to the very Heart with 


theſe racking Ideas, and mortifying Reflections, 
he recall'd all the Exiles, amongſt whom was 


Leander, the Archbiſhop of Seville; to whom 


he recommended his Son Recarede, intreating 
him to render him the ſame good Offices he 


had done to Hermenegild. He charg'd him a- 


bove all Things, That he ſhould uſe his ut- 
moſt Endeavours to eſtabliſh, throughout his 


Dominions, Uniformity and Unanimity of Be- 
lief, as being the only infallible Means of pre- 
ſerving an undiſturb'd Tranquillity in the State. 


In a Word, after having given to Recarede ſuch 


wholeſom Counſel as Prudence and Religion 


could dictate, he died about the End of this 


Year. 


It is true, that this Account of. King Leo- 


vigild's Death is not conformable to what St. 
Gregory the Great, and Paul de Merida ſay of 


it. But, in this Reſpe&, the Authority of Gre- 


gory de Tours ſeems preferable to theirs, be- 
cauſe he could more commodwuſly be inform'd 
of the Truth than the Firſt, and the Other 
did not write till One Hundred Years after 


Gregory de Tours, who poſitively affirms, That 


this King abjur'd Arianiſm Seven Days be- 
fore his Death, that he was very penitent, 


and that he reconciPd himſelf to the Church. 
Fet nevertheleſs, we muſt agree, that this 


King's Converſion was always look'd upon as a 
| Sort 
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"ſeen it confirm'd, ſeverely reproach'd him with | 
all his paſt Acts of Injuſtice. His Conſcience ' 
ſtung him for having ſent ſo many pious Priefts FF 
and other Religious Perſons into Baniſhment, | 
for his rigorous Perſecution of ſo many holy 
Prelates, and, more than all, for the unna- 
tural Violence he had been guilty of towards 
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Fort of a Problem. But whenever there are 
different Opinions in any Point of Hiſtory, 


we may lawfully have Recourſe to Conjectures, 


chat we may chuſe that which carries a Face 


of the greateſt Probability; and theſe follow- 
ing Inſtances are what ſeem moſt to favour 
the Aſſertion of Gregory de Durs. 

 Leovigild, for ſeveral Years, moſt cruelly 
perſecuted all the Orthodox Biſhops, bamiſh'd 
them, and depriv'd them of all their Reve- 
nues : Upon his Death-Bed he recants, and 
acknowledges, that there is no true Religion 
but the Catholick; and, in this Belief, he re- 
calls them: It was Leander, (with the Aſſi- 
ſtance of the Princeſs Ingunda) who convert- 
ed Prince Hermenegild; and the dying King 
injoins him, to render the ſame good Offices 
to his Second Son, as he had done to his El- 
deſt: He charges him, above all Things, to 
eſtabliſh in the Kingdom an VUniformity of 
Belief; and therefore deſires, that all his Sub- 
jects may become Orthodox Catholicks; other- 
wiſe it would be a perfect Abſurdity to ima- 


gine, that, in requiring this Uniformity to 


be eftabliſh'd among his People, he pretend- 
ed, that ſo Orthodox a Prelate as was Arch- 
biſhop Leander, ſhould 1njoin the Catholicks 
to embrace Arianiſm, in Order to eſtabliſh the 
ſaid Uniformity in Matters of Religion. All 
this induces us to believe, ſince King Leovi- 
gild expreſs'd ſo great a Confidence in Arch- 


biſhop Leander, That this holy Prelate, who 


had been ſo very zealous in the Converſion 
of Prince Hermenegild, muſt needs have taken 
full as much Pains with the King his Father; 
and that, finding him intirely perſuaded, that 
the Catholick Belief was the only true Reli- 

gion, 


586. 


gion, and, at the ſame Time, prudently judg- 
ing, that, if he oblig d him to make a publick 
Abjuration of the Arian Hereſy, ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding might produce Troubles and Diſorders 
in the State, ſince all the principal Lords of 


the Court were profeſs d Ariant; for this Rea- 


ſon it is moſt probable that his Reconciliation to 
the Church was perform'd in private. 
We have already obſerv'd,' That, in King 
Leovigild's Life-Time, his Son Recarede ha 

been declar'd for his Succeſſor, with the una- 
nimous Approbation and Conſent of all the 
Goths; and therefore, after his Death, he was 
ſolemnly proclaim'd, with ſuch Acclamations 


of Joy, as gave evident Demonſtrations of the 


great Love and Veneration the whole Nation 


had for him. This Prince was the moſt grace- 


fal and beautiful Perſonage of his Time: He 
was exceeding courteous and affable, a great 


Lover of Vertue, and endow'd with an un- 


common Share of perſonal Courage. He was 
no ſooner ſeated upon his Throne, but he ap- 

ly'd himſelf” to make all Things eaſy to his 

eople; and, that they might taſte the Sweets 
of Peace, he ſent Embaſladors to Gontrand, 
King of Burgundy, to put an End to the Mit 
underſtanding that was between them; with 
Orders to make the ſame Propoſals to King Chil- 
debert. But when his Embaſſadors came within 
the Territories of Burgundy, that Prince caus'd 
them to be arreſted at Macon, where he kept them, 
for ſome Time, under a Confinement, and then 
diſmiſs'd them without Audience. From thence 


they went to King Childebert's Court, where 


they were very courteouſly receiv'd, and con- 
cluded a Treaty of Peace with him, which was 
8 | Well 
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well approv'd of, and ratify'd by the King 


x 4 


While this Negotiation with King -Childebert 
was carrying on by thoſe Embaſſadors, Gon- 


trand, King of Burgundy, order d his General 


Didier, to get together what Forces he could 
at Toulouſe, and then, in Conjunction with 
Ariſtrovaldus, and the Troops under his Com- 
mand, to go and make War upon Recarede in 
the Narbonnenfis : But they had no ſooner ſet 
Footing in that Province, but they were at- 
tack'd and defeated by the Gothiſh Army. Di- 
dier, quite confounded at this bad Succeſs, re- 
ſolv'd to lay Siege to Carcaſſona, in Order to 
retrieve his late Loſſes and Diſgrace. The 
Goths, who narrowly watch'd all his Motions, 
went and attack d him in his Camp. He, find- 
ing himſelf reduc d to the melancholy Neceſ- 
ſity of defending his own Camp when he thought 
of going to attack an Enemy's City, put on 


the beft Countenance he poſſibly could; but 


all his Reſiſtance ſervd to no better Purpoſe 
than to haſten on his own Ruin, and the Loſs 
of almoft all his Army, the tatter'd Remnants 
whereof endeavour'd to rally again, but to 
no other Effect than to be beaten a Third 


Time. 


The Merits of the greateſt and the moſt de- ü 


ſerving Princes do not exempt them from be- 
ing expos'd to the villainous Attempts of Tray- 
tors. Recarede wanted not one of thoſe excel- 
lent Qualities which render a Soveraign ami- 
able and dear to his Subjects: Yet notwith- 
ſtanding, Sisbert, the Captain of his Guards, 
not content with having dipp'd his Hands in 
the Blood of the innocent Prince Hermenegild, 
whom he flew by King Leovigild's Orders, 
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form'd alſo the deteſtahle Deſign. of aſſaſſina - 
ting the King his Brother; but his baſe Con- 
ſpiracy being diſcover'd, he was deſervedly 
MAS ß 
- Recarede having thus eſcap'd the imminent 
Danger he had been in, look'd upon that Ac- 
cident as an Effect of the Protection of Divine 
Providence; and, to ſhew his Acknowledg- 
ment to the Almighty Protector, he determin'd 
to abjure Arianiſm. According to the Rules 
of Politicks this was a Step of à very delicate 
Nature, and, by Conſequence, ought to be 
handled with the greateſt Prudence and Cir- 
cumſpection, to prevent any Commotions and 
Rebellions among the Goths, who, for the Ge- 
nerality, were profeſs d Arians. For which 
Reaſon, after having conſulted the pious Lean 
der, he aſſembled all the Heretick Prelates and 
the Great Men of his Kingdom, to whom, 
With his natural Sweetneſs, mixt with an ener- 
etical Vivacity peculiar to himſelf, and tru- 
y Majeſtick, # repreſented, That, there was 
nothing of- ſo great Importance .to a State as - 
Religion, and upon that alone depended the 
Hopes of Eternal Happineſs : That, to be ful- 
ly convinc'd that the Catholick Belief had all 
the Characters and Marks of Truth in its Pu- 
rity, they had nothing to do but to recall back 
to their Memories the Miracles which Gop 
had been pleas'd to ſhew, in his Father's Reign, 
in Order to make it triumph over the Se& in 
which they had the Misfortune to have been 
born and educated : That nothing was fo pre- 
judicial to a Nation as Diverſity of Opinions 
in Religion, becauſe of the frequent Diſputes 
which ariſe between the Two differing Parties, 
and which always terminate in Diſcords and 
WEIS ES ke | Diviſions 
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Diviſions which diſturb all civil Society: And 
that, in fine, to ſtop the Courſe of ſuch In- 
conveniences, he declar d his Reſolution was 
to embrace the holy Catholick Faith, and that 
he exhorted them all to follow his Example 
not that he pretended to uſe Violence to any 
upon that Account, but left every one to his 
own Liberty to do what he thought propereſt. 
He had ſcarce ended his Diſcourſe, but the 
greateſt Part of the Nobility and Populace, 
both Sueves and Goths, publickly proteſted, 
That they utterly renounc'd the Doctrine of the 
impious Arius, and that they profeſs'd the an- 
cient Faith of the Church. The Abjuration 
being thus publickly made, the King reſtor'd 
to the Churches and Monaſteries all their Goods 
and Eſtates, and re- eſtabliſn d them in all their 
ancient Privileges. ap Ms 


REVOLUTION XVIII. 


I this ſame Time he ordain'd, That 587. 
all his Gothiſh Subjects in Gallia Nar- 
A bonnenſis ſhould be reconciFd to the 
F Catholzck Church, which Edict was 
obey'd by great Numbers of thoſe 
People. This ſo highly enrag'd Atalacus, Bi- 
ſhop of Narbonne, that, with Hopes of diſtur- 
bing and preventing theſe Converſions, he en- 
ter d into a Cabal with Two Arian Noblemen, 
One of which was call'd Graniftus, and the 
Other Vildigern, in Order to raiſe a Sedition 
in the Province in Defence of Arianmſm. As 
n thoſe 


thoſe Two Lords were vaſtly rich and power- 


ful, they eaſily, tho' unhappily, found Means 


to raiſe a Body of Troops, and put themſelves. 


at their Head; and running furiouſly all o- 
ver the City like Mad-men, they put all to 
the Sword. who came in their Way, without 
ſparing even the Prieſts, or any other Reli- 

ious Perſon. At the Out-cries of fo many 
innocent Victims, the King's Officers took to 
their Arms; and, aſſiſted by ſome Companies 
of Soldiers, they fell courageouſſy upon thoſe 
Rebels, of whom they kill'd ſeveral, ſeiz d 
their Leaders, with other principal Men of their 


Party, and ſtruck off their Heads, as a Ter- 
ror to the reſt. The Severity of this Execu- 


tion ſo terrify'd the Sacrilegious Biſhop, that 
he immediately withdrew to his own Houſe, 
and there fell Mad, and died raving, | 


— 


RevoLuTION XIX. 


DI CDC HILE this was tranſacting at Nay 


bonne, there happen d another Re- 
volution in the Heart of Spain, oc- 
caſion'd by the flagitious Practiſes 
of another Arian Biſhop, whoſe 
Name was Summa; who having drawn in, to 
embrace his erroneous Sect, ſeveral of the prin- 
cipal Gothiſh Lords, who fill'd the principal 
Poſts in the Miniſtry, and were polfeſse of 
great Riches, he infinuated to them, That 
ecarede ought to be dethron'd, and that they 
ſhould elect One from among themſelves to 


ſupply 
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ſupply his Place. Of theſe Noblemen the Two 
who were of the greateſt Diſtinction were Se- 
go, and another call'd Viteric, a Man of con- 
ſummate Valour, and of ſuch high Reputation, 
that he was both fear'd and re you by all 
Men. The Plot being laid, and the Conſpi- 
rators finding that it was a Matter of too great 
Difficulty to execute their wicked Deſign at 
Toledo, where King Recarede kept his Court, 
and where he was almoſt ador'd by all the 


People; they agreed that they ſhould begin _ 


the Storm at Merida, where, when they had 
cut the Throats of Maſona, the virtuous Bi- 
ſhop of that Place, and of Duke Claudius, Go- 
vernor of Luſitania, they ſhould cauſe the whole 
Province to revolt . againſt Recarede; and that 
when all this ſhould be effected, the Goths, - 
who were Arians in their Hearts, would not 
fail of throwing off the Mask, and of joining 
with" wem . TEe ta bio 
Matters being thus ſettled, the perfidious 
Sunna ſent one of his Domeſticks to the pious 
Muſona, to deſire him to give himſelf the Trou- 
ble of coming to his Houſe, having an Af |, 
fair of the greateſt Conſequence to communi- 
cate to him. That holy Man, as it were by 
Divine Inſpiration, return'd him for Anſwer, 
That if he had any Buſineſs to impart, he 
ſhould come to him in the Porch of the Ca- 
thedral Church. This Place ſeeming to Sunna 
to be very proper to accompliſh his baſe En- 
terprize, - gave Notice of the Aſſignation to 
his Two Accomplices, and took what Meaſures 
he thought fitteſt in Order to deſtroy that wor- 
thy Prelate. | : 5 
When the appointed Hour was come, the 
Three Conſpirators repair d to the Church Porc 
1 5 follow d 
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follow'd by a great Number of profligate Ruf- 


fians whom they had prevail'd with to eſpouſe 
their Intereſt. The good Biſhop, ſurpriz d to 
ſee ſuch-a Multitude, and ſuſpecting ſome e- 
vil Deſign, ſent to Duke Claudius to require 
him to haſten inſtantly to the Church, where his 
Preſence was abſolutely neceflary, The Duke 


immediately came, attended by a numerous 


Train of Followers, and being enter'd into 


the Porch, he ſat down, and caus'd the Two 
Prelates to do the like; and then Sunna be- 
gan the Overtures of' the Conference. He had 


carce ſpoke Four Words, when Viteric laid 


his Hand upon his Dagger to ſtab Maſona; 
but whatever Endeavours he us'd-to get it out 


of the Sheath, he could, by no Means, make 
it ſtir. Sunna and his Adherents, utterly con- 
founded and aſtoniſh'd at their not being able 


to accompliſh their cruel and execrable At- 


tempt, broke off the Conference upon ſeveral 


frivolous Pretexts, and went away, with the 
Reſolution of effecting it upon the _— : 


Eaſter-Day, as the good Biſhop ſhould be of- 


Reeg at the Proceſſion which was to be ce- 
at that Time, and to march thro' the 
City. Their Scheme was, to cauſe a Stoppage 
at one of the Gates, thro' the Means of ſome 


lebrat 


0 


Carts loaded with Wheat, which would not 
fail of making a ſort of Hubbub among the 
People, under Favour whereof, they deſign'd 


to murder the BOP, and all the Catbolicks. 


who aſhſted at the 


roceſſion. 


But Gop, who thought fit to confound the 
Devices of thoſe impious Wretches, and to bring 
them to the condign Puniſhment they had me- 
rited for their wicked Intents, was pleas d to 
inſpire Viteric with Penitence z who reflecting 


upon 


1 
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u * the execrable Aſſaſſination he had intend- 
ed to commit, was ſtruck with ſuch Horror, 
that going to Maſona, he caſt himſelf at his 
Feet, and humbly begging his Pardon, he 
diſcover'd all the Circumſtances of that dete- 


% 


ſtable Conſpiracy the Arians had contriv'd. - 


Upon this Diſcovery, the Biſhop immediate- 


ly inform'd Duke Claudius of the whole Affair, 


Who injoin'd that Prelate to keep it very ſe- 
cret, till a proper Occaſion ſhould offer of 
ſurprizing the Confpirators, in Order to bring 
them to Juſtice; ſo that Sunna, who was 
wholly ignorant of what had paſs'd between 


Witeric and the Biſhop Maſona, - was dili- 


gently diſpoſing all Things in a Readineſs to- 
wards putting his abominable Project in Execu- 
tion: But if he was intent upon forwarding 


and promoting the Succeſs of ſo baſe an En- 
terprize, Duke Claudius was no leſs ſedulous 


in endeavouring to prevent it. Eafter-Day be- 
mg come, the Arians did not fail of diſtribu- 
ting their Partiſans up and down in 1 
Street thro' which the Proceſſion was to paſs. 
Duke Claudius, who obſerv'd all their Motions, 


let them go on, without taking the leaſt No- 


tice, or ſhewing that he had any Suſpicion 
of their proceeding in ſuch a Manner: But, 
the Moment that thoſe villainous Aſſaſſins be- 
gan to move in Order to execute their barba- 


rous Fury upon the Holy Prelate,, he caus d 


them to be attack'd ſo opportunely, and fo 
very effectually, that every one of them, wha 


offer d to make any Reſiſtance, was put to 


the Sword: Sunna, Coufit Sego, and a certain 
Goth, nam'd Vacrila, who were the Heads of 


the Conſpiracy, were made Priſoners. The 
firſt was banilt d to Mauritania, Sego had his 
| I 4 Hands 


+ 


796. 
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Hands cut off, and was confin d in the 1 | 
tains of Galicia, Vacrila, with his Wife and 


Children, were condemn'd to ſerve as Slaves 
in St. Eulalia s Church. The Goods and Eftates | 
of all the reſt were confiſcated, and their Per- 

ſons confin'd in ſeveral Priſons, except Viteri 


who, for his having made fo ingenuous a Dif 


eovery, was pardon'd, 


189, & Recarede had ſcarce eſtap' 4 this Conſpiracy, 


but Arimond, one of the greateſt Lords of the 
Kingdom, and a principal Officer of his Court, 
projected another Plot againft his Life but 
the King, havin ng timely Notice of his Trea- 
chery, apprehended him, and all his Accom- 

lices. He had his Right-Hand cut off, and 

is Head ſhavd; and, to expoſe his Infamy 
in a more 1gnominious Manner, the King 


caus'd him to be led thro? ever Street in Jo- 


jedo, mounted upon an Aſs, after which, he, 
and all the reſt of the Conſpirators, were pub: 
lickly executed. 

The Imperialifts, taking their Advantage of 
theſe Diſturbances and Cotifpirncien, made them- 
ſelves Maſters of ſeveral Places in the Gothiſh 
Dominions; which King Recarede reſentin 
and not able to endure with Patience, bY 
the Field, defeated them in divers Rencouns 
ters, and recover'd all he had loft, 
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REVOLUTION XX. 


8 Fance was no more exempt- 598. 


tions than Spain, the Gaſcons took p 
this Time to make their Incur- 


65 
| 2 [ 


F929) fions, advancing as far as that 


Fart of the Pyrenean Mountains, towards the 
Eaſt, which was under the Obedience of the 


Goths, and over- ran that whole Country, with- 


' out meeting with any who offer'd to oppoſe 


their Proceedings. But whether they only de- 
ſign'd to ravage and ſpoil it, or: that King 6 
Recarede, having ſpeedy Notice, allow'd them not | 
Time enough to eſtabliſh themſelves in their 
Conqueſts, is unknown; but certain it is, that 
they apply'd themſelves to nothing but Rapine 
and Plunder: Nor did thoſe Ravagers enjoy the 
Benefit of their Booty; for a Body of Gothi/h 
Troops, having found them out, attack'd them, | 
and kill'd a conſiderable Number, and put the 
reſt to Flight, who, by the great Haſte and 
Precipitation with which they repaſs'd the H- 
renean Mountains, ſoon carry'd the Tydings of 
their bad Succeſs in that Expedition to their 
Countrymen in Gaſcony. Es 

In fine, King Recarede,' whoſe Memory will 601. 


be for ever held in the higheſt Veneration a- 


mong the Spaniards, after a moſt glorious and 
triumphant Reign, perceiving the Approach of 
his laſt Hour, deſird to be admitted to pub- 


lick Penitence, according to the pious Cuſtom 


N 
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of the Primitive Church, and died on the Four- 
teenth Day of February, this Year, having 
reign'd Fifteen Years, One Month, and Five 
Days, all which Time he wholly employ'd in 
eſtabliſhing the Orthodox Religion, and in ad- 
vancing and improving the Gothiſh Monarchy. 
This Prince, in his Mien and Perſon; was 
moſt Noble and Majeſtick: The Sweetneſs of 
his Temper, and his great Afﬀability got him 
the univerſal Love and Eſteem of all his Sub- 
jiects, and alſo of Strangers: Being of 'a for- 
giving Diſpoſition, he never inflicted any Pu- 
niſhment, or Severity, upon thoſe who had 
offended him, without the greateſt Reluctance, 
and when the publick Intereſt indiſpenſably 

compell'd him to do it: Being ee 

charitable to the Poor, he diſtributed among 

them very liberal Donatives: His ardent Zeal 
for the Catholick Church induc'd him to con- 
voke ſeveral General Councils: He was Twice 
marry'd; the Firſt Time, to Bada, Daughter 
to one of the principal Gothifh Lords, and his 
laſt Wife was Clodoſuinta, Siſter to Childebert, 
King of France. He left Three Sons, Two | 
Legitimate, and the Other Natural : The Names 
of his Legitimate Sons were Suintila and Ciela; 
the Natural Son was calld Lieuva, and, by 

Reaſon of the Non-Age of his Brothers, was 
proclaim'd King in his Father's Stead. *' 
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ing Lieuva was a Prince 60g. 
very well deſerving of the Throne, 
and was choſen by the unanimous 
Conſent of all the Goths, yet that 
| was no Protection for his Life. As 
this Prince was no more than Twenty Lears 
old when he was proclaim'd King, and had no | 
Manner of Aſſiſtance from his Mother's Side, 
by Reaſon of her mean Extraction, Viteric, to 
whom, as has been already obſerv'd, King Re- 
carede had generouſly granted a Pardon, by an 
unexampled Ingratitude, aſſaſſinated his Succeſ- 
ſor to obtain his Crown, without any one's of- 
fering to move a Finger to revenge the Deatni 
of that unhappy young Prince, nor even in Vin- 
dication of the Sacred Rights of the Crown, | ; 
which this abominable Uſurper had violated,  _ ; 
contrary to the eſtabliſn'd Laws and conſtant: 1 
Cuſtom of the Nation, which intitled the Gotbs 4 1 
to ele& what Prince they thought fitteſt to go- 
vern them. . | | 
The Hiſtorians differ very much in their Ac- 
counts of what Methods Viteric took to deprive 
Lieuva of his Life and Crown, and all they 
tell us is nothing but bare Conjecture. What 
Doctor Ferreras 3 wrote ſeems to carry along 
with it the greateſt Probability. He ſays, 
There is a great deal of Appearance, That the 
King, having made that perfidious Traytor Ge- 
neral of the Army which he had rais d to re- 
9 | cover 


604. 
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cover what the Inperialiſis had uſurp'd from 
the Goths, he corrupted the principal Officers 
under his Command, with Gifts and Promiſes, 
and that thus having all the Forces of the King- 


dom at his Devotion, he ſeiz d upon the King's 
Perſon, and, having aſſaſſinated him, caus d 
himſelf to be proclaim'd by the Army, in Spite 


of the Clamours and ſition of the People, 


who, too weak to reſiſt him, were forcibly 


oblig'd to ſubmit to his Government: But hap- 

pily for the Nation, that Tyrant's Reign was 

of no long Continuance, notwithſtanding he 

us'd his utmoſt Endeavours to make himſelf 
appear worthy of the Throne he had uſurp'd. 

"2Þ 1 on by his inſatiable Ambition, he im- 
me 


ately ſet out with his Army, and advan- 
ced againſt the Inperaliſts, to try if he could 


recover out of their Hands thoſe Places which 
had been made over to them by King Leovi- 


gild; but this Enterprize did not ſucceed ac- 


cording to his Mind: For they whom he pre- 

tended to attack, having Intelligence of his 
Deſign, march'd out to meet him, and con- 
fronted him with ſo fearleſs and reſolute a Coun- 
tenance, that he thought it the beſt Way to 
ſtop ſhort; ſo that, during the whole Cam- 


paign, there happen'd nothing between the Two 
Armies, except a few inconſiderable Skirmi- 
ſhes, without any Advantage on either Side, 


only the Goths took one Place, call'd Segoncia, 
in which there were a few Troops, whom they 


made Priſoners of War. 


This Place is not Siguenga, as ſome Writers 
affirm; becauſe, in thoſe Times Signenga not 
only belong'd to the Goths, but it is ſituated 
in Celtiberia, and, by Conſequence, at leaſt 


One Hundred and Eighty Leagues diſtant from 
| PEE. the 
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the Straights of Gibraltar, in the Neighbour- 
hood of which, it is indiſputably certain, that 
the War between Viteric and the Imperialiſts firſt 
began. St. Iidor, Morales, Doctor Ferreras, with 
many other Hiſtorians, pretend, that it muſt 
needs be the Place which is now calPd Gigon- 
za, which Name has been form'd from that of 
Segoncia, by changing ſome Letters. 
Miteric, having not been able to triumph 606. 
over the Imperialiſts, undertook to trumph over 
the Catholick Religion, by re-eſtabliſhing Ari- 
aniſm in his Dominions, of which Se& he was 
himſelf a Profeſſor. But Auraſius, Archbiſhop 
of Toledo, at the Head of the Orthodox Pre- 
lates, and ſupported by all the Grandees of 
the Realm, oppos'd his Deſign with ſo much 
Vigour that he thought fit to ſuſpend the put- 
ting it in Execution. Yet, this 'Tyrant, foam- 
ing with Rage and Indignation to find his 
Scheme had prov'd abortive on that Side, in- 
vented other Pretexts to perſecute his Subjects, 1 p 
without making any Diſtinction between Ca- 
_ tholicks or Arians. The Court, the Cities, and 
the Country, under the Tyranny of this Bar- 
barian, were made Theatres of Diforders and 
Confuſion. Some were thruſt out of their Em- 
ploys, and others were driven from their Hou- 
ſes and Inheritances; ſome were ſent into Ba- 
niſhment, whilſt others were ſhut up in Pri- 
ſons. The Honour of the moſt illuſtrious Wives, 
and of Virgins of the higheſt Diſtinction was 
never in Safety againſt the brutal Outrages of 
this deteſtable Monſter, who had abandon'd him- 
ſelf to the Purſuit of all his ungovernable Paſ- 
ſions, and indulg'd himſelf in the greateſt Vio- 
lences and Irregularities imaginable, 


Such 
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Such a Corruption and Depravity of Mans 
ners, and a Conduct ſo very irregular, ren- 
der'd him fo extremely odious to all the Prin- 
ces of Europe, and at the ſame Time, ſo con- 


609. 


temptible, that when he deſign 


$ 


d to revenge 
the Affront done him by Theodoric, King of 


Burgundy, who ignomimouſly repudiated his 
Daughter Ermemberga, he could not poſſibly pre- 
val with _ Potentate to eſpouſe his Intereſt, 


whatever offers he made them, except Clotair 
and Theodobert, who, for ſome Reaſons of State 
and Policy, made a ſeeming Alliance with 


him, which, however, was. of no Effect in the 
End. For, on the contrary, the very next 
Year, Theodobert declar'd War againſt him, and 


made an Irruption into his Territories, which 
he ravag'd at Pleaſure, without his daring to 
move in their Defence. Any other but he 
would have perceivd, that a Crown got by 
Uſurpation' ſtands very tottering, if not ſup- 
ported by Lenity in governing the Subjects of 
that Crown. But he, ſtupidly blind, aban- 


don'd himſelf to all Manner of Exceſſes, and 


was ſo far from endeavouring to obtain the 


Eſteem and Love of the Goths, whoſe Crown 


he wore, that he treated them with the ut- 


moſt Rigour and Cruelty; inſomuch, that no 


longer able to endure' his Tyranny, they 
reſolvd to ſacrifice him to their juſt Ven- 
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8 — ONDEMAR, one of the princi- 619% 


— 
7 


NL al pal Gothifb Nobility, was pitch'd up- 
Nn 5 on to Head this Conſpiracy. He was 

la very powerful Man, and of a con- 
ſummate Valour and Conduct; his 


natural Qualifications: were adm and he 


had acquir d a very great Knowledge and Abi- 
lity in State Politicks. All this was apparent- 
ly confirm'd by the prudent Meaſures = took 
in carrying on the Affair he had taken in 
Hand, and in the wiſe Method of deporting 
himſelf after the People had choſen him King. 
As it is not ſufficient — to form the Scheme 
or Plan of a Conf racy except one has pow- 
erful Aſſiſtance at Hand to ſupport it, ſo Gon- 


demar, who was far from being ignorant of 
that Piece of Policy, thought to make ſure of 


the Kings of France and Burgundy, by making 
an Alliance. with thoſe Princes, to whom he 
made ſuch advantageous Propoſals, that they 
readily. engag'd to aſſiſt him to dethrone that 
tyrannick Uſurperz but there was no. Need of 


thoſe Alliances, ſince Witeric himſelf. gave 


the Conſpirators ſuch an Opportunity as they 


themſelves wanted: For having invited all his 
principal Courtiers to a ſumptuous. Entertain- 
ment, thoſe who were combin'd againſt him, 
took that Occaſion to diſpatch him with their 
Poniards. Upon the Rumour of his Death, the 
Populace, ran in Shoals to the Royal Wlan 
| | | an 


through every Street in Toledo. 


Viteric being thus deſervedly diſpatchd, Gon- 
demar was proclaim'd-King in his Stead, by - 


the general Conſent, and with the loud Ac- 


| clamations of all the People, who hop'd to en- 
- Joy the Sweets of a mild Government under 


his auſpicious Reign; nor were they deceiv'd 


in their rr This Prince was en- 
dow'd with a 


the ſhining Qualities which render 
à Soveraign lov'd and rever'd by his Subjects. 
He conſecrated the very firſt Days of his Sove- 
raignty to eſtabliſh the Repoſe and Tranguit- 


lity of his Vaſſals, by driving out the Gaſcons 


from the Gothiſh Dominions, over which they 


had ſpread themſelves in ſeveral Places, and 


had committed ſtrange Rapines and Diſorders; 
after which, not being able to ſuffer the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Diſcipline to be any longer in ſuch 
a” Confuſion, in the Carthagenenſis, as it had 


been for ſome Time paſt, occaſion'd by the Dif- 


ficulty ſeveral Prelates made of acknowledging 
the Archbiſhop of Toledo for their Metropoli- 


tan, by Reaſon that in the Third Council held 
in that City, Anno 589, Euphemius, who was 
ſhop, had ſubſcrib'd himſelf only 


then Archbi 
as Primate of the Province Carpetania. In Or- 
der to regulate this Affair, King Gondemar con- 
vokd a Council in this his Capital City, in 
which it was decided, That all the Biſhops of 
both thoſe Provinces ſhould depend upon the 
Archbiſhop of Toledo, who was to prefide over 
them 1n Quality of Metropolitan, conformable 
to the ancient Inſtitution of the Spaniſh Church. 


This Decree was confirm'd by that of another 


Council, which he caus'd to be aſſembled to- 
| wards 
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and violently taking the Tyrant's Carcaſs front | 
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Wards the End of the ſame Year, whereat were 
preſent the Metropolitans of Seville, Tarragona, 
Merida, and Narbonne, with all their Suffragan 


Treaty with the Empire. We find only in 


he ſays nothing, whether it was to recover any 


have been happy for Spain had that great Mo- 
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When this was ſettled, King Gondemar 
began to think of enlarging his Dominions, 611. 
and to that Effect, declar d War againſt the 
Imperia liſti. The Hiſtorians of that Time have 
wrote ſo confuſedly concerning thoſe Wars, that 
they. make not - leaſt Mention of the Mos 
tives which induc d that Prince to break the 


St. 10550 That he wag d War with the Romans, 
theſe Terms, Militem Romanum ohſedit; but 


laces, . or a Province they had uſurp'd from 
the Goths, or to reconquer what had been 
granted them by King Leovigild; ſo that it 
Is impoſſible to give any tolerable Account ups 
on this Particular, becauſe the Authors w 
ſpeak of that War, have not ſo much as left 
us probable Conjectures for us to gueſs at the 
true Cauſes. But however it was, it would 


narch enjoy d a longer Reign. But he died 612. 
in the Beginning of the next Year, extreme- 
ly regretted by all his Subjects. They expe- 
rienc'd in him the Tenderneſs of a Father to 
his Children, who ſympathizes in all their 
Grievances, and the Intrepidity of a Hero, 
who aims at nothing but to advance the Na- 
tion's Glory. Sigebert was elected in his Stead, 
ang og Choice was approv'd of by all the 

eople. Wo | * | 9 | 
* is a great Queſtion, and much diſputed 
hy * 1 5 whether — 8 Nr. 
advanced to the Throne, immediately upon the 
| Vo LL K N Death 
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Death of Gondemar, or if there was any Hiter- 
veynum before his Election. St. Tjidor, Biſhop 
of Seville, and Tfdor of Badajos fix the: Begin- 
ning of his Reign in 650, reckoning from the 
Fultan- Ara, which anſwers to the Year of our 
FWW ĩðͤ +0030 
The Council of Egara, celebrated A. D. 614. 
on the Thirteenth of February, is -allow'd to 
have been in the Third Vear of this King's 
Reign. That of Seville, in November; 619. is 
Dated the Ninth Year of his Reign, which 
the Learned believe to have been an Error, 
and that it ſhould have been the Eighth In 
the Pariſh Church at Granatula, near Calatra- 
va, not far from the Place where formerly 
ſtood the City Oretes, is to be ſeen a Stone, 
which is mention'd by Padilla, ' and by Mo- 
rales in his * Antiquities of Spain, whereon is an 
Inſcription, ſignifying, That Amator, Biſhop 
of Oretes, died on the Ides of February, of the 
Ara 652 (which anſwers to the Year 614,) 
and that his Death happen'd in the Second 
Year of King Sigebert's Reign; ſo that this 
being the ſame Year in which the Council of 
Egara was celebrated, it follows, That this 
Prince was elected . III. J 
Soveraign Princes who ſtrenuouſly endeavour | 
to propagate Chriſtianity, and to aboliſh falſe 
Religions out of their Dominions, are, undoubt- 
edly, moſt worthy of Univerſal Commendation 
and Eſteem. This was effectually undertaken 
and accompliſh'd by King Sigebert, though ve- 
ry detrimental to his own Intereſt: For his true 
Chriſtian Zeal not 1 him to endure, 
that Fudai ſin ſhould take Rooting in Spain, he 
publiſh'd an Edict, wherein he ordain d, That 
all the Jews who were ſettled in his Kingdom | 
* 4 3 
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ſhould receive Baptiſin, u 
Many obey d the Order, 


„% int?! 


n 


bandon d the Country, and retir'd into Gaul, 
and other foreign Nations, taking along with 


them immenſe Riches, to the unſpeakable Dam- 


mage of the Spaniſh Trade. 
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DOtwithſtanding the Mildneſs of K- 6131 
„ gebert's Government, the Afnrians, © 
and the Rucones, before-mention'd, 

He | roſe up in Rebellion, and made 

— great Diſturbances in the State, at 

the Beginning of this good King's Reign, which 


Accident troubled him extremely; for he would 


willingly have maintain'd Peace and Tranquil- 
lity amongſt his People, and have ſhew'd them 
Inſtances of his Love and Tenderneſs upon 
all Occaſions; whereas thoſe Revolters from 


their Allegiance would needs put the Rod in- 


to his Hand to chaſtiſe them for their Pre- 
ſumption ; nor could he do otherwiſe, for Fear 


leaſt their Example might encourage others, 


and bring his whole Kingdom into a Combu- 
ſtion. To prevent ſuch a Misfortune, he ſent 
one of his Generals, nam'd Rechila; g the 
Aſturians, with a conſiderable Body of Troops, 


and Suintila, with another, againſt the Rncones : 


But as thoſe People liv d without Order, Rule, 
or Diſcipline, they found themſelves in a ve- 
ry unfit Condition to withſtand regular, Ve- 
teran Forces, ſo that, they no ſooner ſaw the 
whe - 8 Approach 


6 14. 
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Approach of the King's Troops, but, "= 


ing down their Arms, they implor'd their So- 


_veraign's Mercy, who freely pardon'd them. 


After King Sigebert had brought thoſe his 


mutinous Subjects to their Duty, he turn'd his 


Arms againſt the Imperialifts, to try if he could 


recover out of their Hands all that Tract of 


Land which reaches from the Straights of Gi- 
cia, as likewiſe the Kingdom of Algarve, which 
King Leovigild had made them a Grant of to 
engage them to eſpouſe his Intereſt. Reſol- 
ving not to truſt the Management of ſo im- 


| braltar up as high as the Nn of Valen- 


portant an Enterprize in any Hands but his 


own, he enter'd into the Imperial Territories 


at the Head of a numerous Army. The Pa- 


trician Ca ſarius, who govern'd, for the Empe- 
ror Heraclius, all the Roman Poſſeſſions in Spain, 
put his Forces in Battle Array, and march'd 
to meet the King's Army. As they were both 
very Eager, and defirous to come to Blows, 
they had a bloody Engagement, in which the 
Goths, animated by their King's Preſence and 
Example, and far ſuperior in Numbers, routed 
the Imperialiſts, of whom many were ſlain, and 


.abundance made Priſoners of War. 


The Hopes and Courage of the Goths be- 
ang highly elated by this Victory, they were 
.reſolv'd to reap the Fruits of it, by attacking 
ſeveral Cities, and of which they ſoon became 
Maſters, without much Difficulty or bs eh 
tion; but whether their Conqueſts were 1o- ea- 


ſily obtain'd through Scarcity of Proviſions in 


the beſieg d Places, or that the Inhabitants were 
.inclin'd to ſhake off the Imperial Yoke, can- | 
not be well decided, becauſe the Hiſtorians of | 
.thoſe Times make no Mention of the Man- 
n * ner 
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Moderns, they have been too. liberal in their 
Encomiums upon their Compatriots, in the Ac- 


counts they give of their Conqueſts, ever to 


ſerve us as Guides to come to the Knowledge 
of true Matter of Fact, which is the very Soul 
%% on oe ning). HDL, 203. a 
Caæſarius, notwithſtanding he had been beaten, 
yet loſt not his Courage, but determm'd-to/ 
try Fortune a ſecond Time, but ſhe prov'd 
leſs favourable to him than ſhe had done be- 


fore; for his Army was intirely defeated, and 


render'd incapable of appearing any more be- 


fore the Euemy. He had no other Courſe: to 
take, after the Loſs of that Battle, but to 


gather up, in all Haſte, the broken Remains 
of his Forces, and diſtribute them in the moſt 
tenible Fortreſſes that wexe {till under the Ro- 
man Obedience. e e 10. eg 

perialiſts in ſo ſhort an Interval of Time, ad- 


ded to the Streights the Emperor Heraclius was 


driven to by the heavy War he was forc d to 


maintain againſt CHoſroes, King of Perſia, and 


Chagan, King of the Avari, made him ſenſi- 


ble how ee it would be for him to 


defend himſelf againſt the Power of the victo- 


rious Sigebert, and brought him to the Reſo- 


lation of concluding, a Peace with that Mo- 
narch, upon Condition of relinquiſhing all his 
Pretenſions to what the Empire had been poſs 


ſeſsd of upon the Mediterranean Coaſt, reſer- 
ving nothing in Spain but the Kingdom . & 


Algarve. 5 C 

By theſe glorious and fortunate Succeſſes King 
Sigebert obtain d the 8 2 and Advantages of 
2 N 7 


olutions in Spain. 137 
ner or Terms of their Surrendry, and as for the 
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; good Form of Government; after 
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a profound Tranquillity in all his Dominions, 
during which, he wholly apply d himſelf to 
Works of Piety, 8 many ſumptuous and 
magnificent Structures for the Advancement of 
Religion; nor did he neglect to reform the 
Ecelefiaftical Diſcipline, | which was regulated 
in the Firſt Council of Seville, he,-causd to 
he convok'd, and in which were anftituted ſe- 
veral wholeſome Laws for the eftabliſhing a 

hich he 
, generally regretted by all the World; His 


1 621, & Death happen d the Beginning of this Tear. 


Jeg. 


Some Authors pretend, that he was poiſon'd. 


Others, ill acquainted with the Duty of So= 
veraign Princes, endeavour to inſinuate, and 


to rar re the World, that his Death was a 
deſerv'd Puniſnment upon him for the Sin he 
had committed, in giving Orders to Euſebius, 
Archbiſhop of Tarragona, to depoſe the Biſhop. 


of Barcelona, his Suffragan, and to put ano- 


ther in his Place, for having given his Con- 
ſent to have a profane Comedy: acted in his Ca- 


thedral Church, the Subject of which Repre- 


ſentation was the the impious Worſhip paid 
to the Pagan Deities. This King was very 
learned, and a great Lover and Encourager of 


Men of Letters. He wrote the Life of St. Di- 


dier, Biſhop of Vienne, and Five notable Epi- 
ſtles as full of Erudition as they were of Piety + 
The Firſt was to Cecilius, Biſhop. of Mentaſa, 


upon his relipquiſhing the Mitre to end his 


Pays in a ſolitary Retirement; The Second 
to the Patrician Ceſarips, upon the Treaty of 


* : Peace propos d to him by the Emperor Hera- 


clius » The Third to Euſebius, Archbiſhop of 


Iurragona, concerning the Obligation he lay 
under to depoſe the Biſhop of Barcelona b The 


* 
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: Fourth to Heudila and Sundimer, TWO of his 


chief Nomeſticks, who had rencunc'd the World 


to retire into à Monaſtery ;. he gommended 
their pious Reſolution, and exhorted them to 


of the Lombards, and his Mother Theodolinda, 
Theſe Letters are all preſeryvd, in a. Regiſter, 
in the Cathedral Church at Oviedo, as they 
are likewiſe in another Regiſter at Toledo, -whict 
laſt is ſuppos'd to be a Copy taken from the 
other. m i 20 amonar n hed e 

This Prince's. uncommon Merit made the 
Goths elect his Son, Recarede the Second, to 
ſucceed him, whoſe noble Qualifications gave 
them Room to hope, that he would nat prove 
inferior to his Father; but he died Three 
Months after he was proclaim'd, and Sntila, 
Son to Necarede the Firſt, was choſen in his 
Place. There are ſome Hiſtorians who pre- 
law, and that it was out of pure Conſidera- 
Goth plac d the Crown upon his Head; but 


. 


as St. Jador makes no Mention of this Parti- 


cular, we are apter to believe, that it Was 
rather upon Account of his Military Exploits 
againſt the Rucones, and the Inperialiſs, his 
great Prudence, Juſtice, and Equity, With His 
many other ſingular Virtues, that he had gain d 
their Eſteem, and render'd himſelf acceptable 
Being perſuaded, that in a good 
Government | conſiſts. the Eaſe and Happineſs 
of a Kingdom, he employ'd the firſt Days of 
his Reign in rectifying — correcting the Abu · 
les which had been introduc'd into the State- 
Miniſtry during the tumultuous Times of the 
non K 4 2", "mo 


r 
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Perſeverance: The Fifth was to Audabald, King 


and regular 622. 
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oo after his Acceſſion to the 
Throne, the Gaſcons, who inhabited 
this Side of the Pyrenean Mountains, 
s a warlike, reſtleſs People, broke 
into the Territories of Tarragona, 
where they committed inexpreſſible Outrages 

and Devaſtations. At this News, King Suin- 
tila, who ſought nothing but to ſignalize him- 
ſelf upon every Occaſion that offer d, to give 
his Subjects to underſtand, that he was not 
unworthy to command them, rais'd a power- 
ful Army, wholly compos d of Veteran Troops, 
in Order to go and oppoſe that furious Tor- 
rent which ravag d and deſtroy'd one of his 
fineſt Provinces; and having ſurpriz'd the Gaſs 
con, when they leaſt expected him, they were 
ſo terrify'd, that they ſent Deputies to im- 
Plore him to pardon their inſolent Preſump- 

* e Non, 
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den, proteſting, That; to erpiate their Offence, 
they were ready to comply with whatever he 
| ſhould -pleaſe to inflict upon then. 


HSuintila, knowing that V ores WAH cd with- 


out Effuſion of Blood are always the moſt glo- 
rious and honourable; granted them his Pardon, 
upon Condition, that they made Reſtitution of 
whatever they had taken from his Subjects, and 
Labourers, in all the Works neceſſary towards 
the building a City, which he founded at the 
ſame Time, and gave it the Name of Oligito, 
to ſerve as à Frontier or Barrier between his 
Dominions and their Country, which would 
prevent their ever making any more Incurſions 
into Spain. St. ' Tfdor ſuppoſes it to be the City 
of Olite in the Kingdom of Navarre; others be- 
lieve it is Fontarabia, and ſome affirm, that 
it is Valladolid. The Affinity of the ancient 
Name of this City makes the Firſt Opinion 


more probable than the Second; but as for the 


Third, there is not the leaſt Likelyhood it 


it ſhould be true, becauſe of Valladolid's' great 


Diſtance from the Gaſcon's Frontiers; and we 
conclude, that the celebrated Vaſeus, Who is 
the Author of this Suppoſition, muſt infallibly 
have been miſtaken. Winne 


Aſter the Expulſion of the Gaſcom, King 623. 


0 


Suintila, finding himſelf with his Arms in his 


Hands, and in a ſuitable Condition, refolv'd 


to employ them againſt the Romans, imagin- 
ing he could do nothing that would redound 
more to his own Honour or his People's Ad- 
vantage, than to recover all that King Leovi- 

gild had alienated from the Royal Patrimony. 
This Deſign was truly great, and by ſo much 
the more favourable upon *the Account; 2 

e ing 


uld be employd, in Quality of 
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my he us d his utmoſt Endeavours to avoid 
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Sigebert had not only Already. extemely 1 
en d the Imperial Forces, but likewiſe be- 


wok the War, in which the Emperor Hera - 


clins was engag d againſt the Perſians, would not 
permit him to ſend any Ailiſtance to his Ar- 
my — Spain... Theſe,  Confiderations!,beought 
him te a; Reſolution of attacking them, an 
he . march'd- at the Head of his, Army — 
that Aas which forms lde Cape ore pt. Fa in 
c nt. ary Tis vr 
The 8 Fart a wha comma : led hw 
for the Emperor Heraclius,--endeavour'd\'to: 5 
= his, Entrance upon the Frontier; but his 
orces were ſo we = and incapable of .wath- 


ſtanding the ſuperior, Number of his Enemies, 


that King Suintila intirely routed him, às we 


bel ſay, purely for Diverſion; nay, it is 
hev d. that he loſt his. Life in the Action, 
for immediately after he diſappear d, and ano» 


ther General took the Command of the poor 


Remains of his Army, and came off, no bet- 
ter than bis Predece or had done. The Truth 
is, he Was not beaten, becauſe he dar d not 
Nel himſelf before the Enemy, wha ta- 
ing the Advantage of the TwWẽWã7•o former Vi- 
Qtories he had obtain d over the Imperial Troops, 
made himſelf Maſter of their moſt important 


Plases, and of al moſt the whole Country. 
624. 


Heraclius, having receiv'd Intelligence of all 
the Loſſes. the Empire had ſuſtain d in Spain, 
ſent another Patrician, as General, with an 
abſolute Commiſſion to act as he thought con- 
venient. Upon his Arrival, he found King 
Suintila feady in the Field, and perceiving 
chat his Forces were far from being ſtrong 
enough to make Head againſt that Prince's Ar- 


meeting 


meeting him; The .Gothiſþ K. 
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„underſtand- 
,. ſent him a 


ing how much he was perplex 


Meſſage, importing, That, conſidering the 


Unequality of the Two Armies, it would be 
look d on as an unpardonable Raſhneſs in him 
to hazard a Battle which muſt inevitably prove 
fatal to him; and that it muſt of Neceſſity 


be thought an Act of Prudence to 5 — the 


intire Ruin and Deſtruction of the Troops the 
Emperor had committed to his Conduct; that the 
* * famous Commanders had ever held it 
as an unerring Maxim, That Neceſſity has no 


take, was to relinquiſh, by fair Means, all 


that the Emperor Was poſſeſs d of within the 
Gothiſh Dominions, and which he held with 


out any better Right or Title than a Grant 


made by King Leovigild, againſt all Rules of 
Equity, and without the Nation's Content : This 


if he agreed to, he offer'd him all the ho- 
nourable Treatment he could deſire; where 


as, on the contrary, if, by an unſeaſonable 
Obſtinacy, he oblig d him to reduce him by 
Force of Arms, he muſt expect to be treated 


with all the Rigour the Laws of War would 


admit of. 


| | e F 
The Patrician equally touched with the 


wretched, feeble Condition the Imperial Affairs 


were in, and with the uncommon, Generoſity of 


King Suintila, believ'd, that he ſhould do the 
Empire a particular Piece of Service, in ſa- 


ving ftom Ruin the poor helpleſs Forces he had 


under his Care, at the Expence only of a few. 
ill-provided Places which he was wholly incapa- 
ble of defending. - So that, after he had ſign d 
the Capitulations of Surrendry, he embark d, 
and left the King of the Goths abſolute. Mo- 


narch 
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narch of the whole Peninſula of Spain, which 
no one before him had ever been intire Poſ- 
Weir . 
- King Suiutila, having now no more Ene- 
mies to encounter, apply'd himſelf to nothing 
but to ſecure the Crown to his Son Recimer,' 
by taking him for his Aſſociate in the Go- 
vernment, and in cauſing him to be declar d 
for his Succeſſor. There were Two great Ob- 
ſtacles which ſeem'd to oppoſe his Deſires; 

the One was his Son's Minority, and the 
Other was the Averſion the Goths had to a 
Cuſtom which incroach'd upon the ancient Pri- 
vilege they had of chuſing what King they - 
pleas d. However, the great Care Suintila had 
taken to re-eſtabliſh the Nation in its priſtine 
Splendor, ' carry'd his Point, in Spite of all 
thoſe Conſiderations, and Prince Recimer, tho“ 
but an Infant, was declar d his Father's Aſ⸗ 
fociate in the Throne, and his Succeſſor af- 
„/ od Taommest 1 ard gimnyr 

After all 'theſe glorious ' Exploits we have 
been treating of, who would not have thought 
but that Suixtila, by his great Prudence, his 
Equity, his Piety, his Affability, and Sweet - 
neſs of Temper, had reſtor'd the Golden-Age 
in the Sani ß Monarchy? Vet, notwithſtand- 

ing, this great Prince, who had given ſuch 
ſhining Inſtances of ſo ſingular good Qualifi- 
cations, had no ſooner got his Son declar'd 
his Succeſſor to the Crown, but, by an in- 
comprehenſible, unaccountable Change, he be- 
came an impious, unjuſt, barbarous, inhuman 
Oppreſſor, and, in a Word, the worſt of Ty- 
rants, oppreſſing his Subjects, and exerciſing 
upon them all Manner of intollerable Vio-- 
lences, and unheard-of Cruelties. 


Being 
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Being corrupted by his Wife, and ſeduc'd 627 
by his Brother Gelan, that good Prince, who 
had been always look d upon as the Father of 
the Poor, the Defender of the Church, the 
Protector of Innocence, the Reformer of Man- 
ners, and the ſevere Revenger of Wrongs, op- 
preſſes the Poor by exceſſive Tributes; redu- 
ces the moſt wealthy Families to the extre- 
meſt Abyſs of Miſery, by ſpoiling them of their 
whole Subſtance z perſecutes the Church in 
the Perſons of her Miniſters z grievouſſy op- 
preſſes the Nobility by horrible Acts of Inju- 
Pics. encourages and protects the vileſt and 
moſt infamous Ruffians, and abandons himſelf 
to the moſt ſcandalous. Debauches. A Govern- 
ment ſo exorbitantly tyrannick, and. ſo un- 
exampled a Diſſolution of Manners, made the 
injur'd Subjects begin to conſpire againſt Su- 
intila, and to reſolve to rid themſelves of 
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[FEE SENAND, Governor of Galia 630! 
VNarbonnenſa, a Perſon of a very 
e noble Extraction, and hight e- 

3 * 


„ fem'd among the Goths, 
bon of his dittinguiſhable Virtues 


and excellent Qualities, whether he beheld 
with Horror the deteſtable Life that Suintila 
led, or whether he was encourag'd to revolt 
by ſome of the principal Nobles of the State, 
or, in fine, whether his own Ambition indu- 
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dt, the Crown for himſelf, is not poſlitive- 


631. 


Iy known, but certain it is, that he put him- 
fa at the Head of the Conſpirators, and that 
he found Means to make a Treaty of Alli- 
ance with Dagobert, King of France, to whom 
he promis'd à great Sum of Gold, to be ſent 
him inclos'd in a Silver Veſſel of an enor- 
mous Bigneſs, which Atius, the Roman Ge- 
neral, had preſented to King Tarfiſmond, when 
he aſſiſted him againſt Attila, and which the 
Got hs had moſt carefully preferv'd in the Roy- 


al Treaſury, as a Token of the extraordinary 


great Regard that famous General had for the 
"Cothiſh Nation, and the high Efteem in which 
he held their Valour. King Dagobert, with- 
out Delay, caus'd all the Troops he had in 


Burgundy, and at Tonulonſe, to march towards | 
Spain, under the Command of Abundans and | 


Venerandus, his Generals. Siſenand having joi- 


ned his Forces to theirs, they paſs'd over the 


Pyrenean Mountains, and went and encamp'd 
in the Neighbourhood of Saragoſſa, without 
meeting the leaſt Oppoſition from Suintila, not- 
withſtanding his Army came up near that 
Place 28 ) 7.7 TE ETEThI 

The Goths, terrify'd at the great Numbers 


of Enemies they ſaw before them, and juſtly 


incens d againſt the Oppreſſor who had ſo long 
perſecuted them with an inſupportable Tyran- 
ny, abandon'd his Intereſt, and, with a gene- 


ral Conſent, acknowledg d  Siſenand for their 
Soveraign : And what is moſt of all to be 


wonder d at, is, that his Brother Gelan was 
one of the firft that declar'd againſt him: So 


that, finding he had loſt his Crown, he en- 


deavour'd to ſecure his Life, by betaking him- 
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municate, exhorting all the Eccleſiaſticks, Three 
ſeveral. Times, to N out, from their Pul- 
2 s, that Anathema, which was done by, the 
l h aſſiſted by all their Congregations, 
unanimouſly — out with a loud 1 
That whoever attempted to commit either the 
one or the other of thoſe Crimes, was a de- 
clar d Enemy to Gop and His Bleſſed SAINTS. 
This is a manifeſt Proof, that King Si/enand 
was no Uſurper, as Tidor de Badajos has been 
leas d to term him, or rather as ſome blun - 
ate or. unfaithful Tranſeriber, who has co- 
pied from his Original, has made him ſay, 
in Contradiction to this Canonica ; Decalion, 
and which is ſo univerſally recei d. 
When King Siſenand was ſomewhat ſettled 
upon his Throne, King Dagobert ſent him an 
Embaſſy to demand e Silver Veſſel which 
he — promis d him, by the Treaty lately 
3 between 3 The Gothiſh King 
faithfully kept his Word with him: But the 
Goths were ſo greatly offended and ſcandaliz'd 
to ſee him diſpoſe of that remarkable Relick, 
which they eſteem'd as a Trophy, and the 
Price of their Warlike Exploits, that * 
waited for the Embaſſadors in the Road, à 
they were upon their Return, and took It 
from them. The King of France complain'd 
of this Action to King Siſenand, as of a Breach 
of Faith, for 3 he expected Satisfaction, 
and gave him to INS That if he had 
it not, he knew. very well how to do Him- 
ſelf F. Joes * Force of Arms. Si Yenand, who 
Was 
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luntary, and ha 


| mg his Life, or ſhould 7 


, wo : * 
. 


an was quite diſttadted. = 


| the maul the Goths. 122 olſr' to the Embaſ- 


ſadors of a Prince, 15 whoſe timely Aſſiſtance 
they ow d all the Tranquillity a | Happineſs | 
the ey now enjoy d, and more particularly him- 

was indebted to that, and nothing. elſe, 


5 17 the Crown he wore, and therefore =3 made 


to his Benefactor ſuch undeniable Nepreſenta- | 


tions of his own Innocence, and offer d 


in ſo handſome and ſincere a Manner, to make 


him any Amends or Satisfaction he could des 
mand inſtead of the ſaid Veſſel, that the French 


King comply'd with his Propoſals, and was 
content to accept of Two Hundred Thouſand 
Sold: which Henan ſent him; and ſo that Af 
fair was amicably nk. and the Gothiſh 
King liv'd in 3 Peace till his Death, 


which happen'd in the Month. of March, this 636: 


Year, and caus d great Diſturbances and Com- 
motions among the Goths, by Reaſon ſome 


of the Grandees, who were not proper Per- 


ſons to have the Soveraign Command over 


them, pics to the Crown, and raisd Fa- 


Qions Cabals in Order to obtain the Point 
of their ambitious Views: But, at length, 
about the Beginning of April, the Voices were 
all united in Favour of intila, and he was 


proclaim'd King, with the general Approba- = 
Bon of all the People. 


Notwithſtandin ng his Eleajon was wholly vo». 


al and requiſite Forms, yet he had the Pre- 
caution to cauſe it to be confirm'd and ratify'd 
by the Council, which he convok'd at Jole- 
do, wherein all who ſhould attem any Thing 
wot Ln to acknow- 
e him, were pronounc d mmunicate 
Vor. . L ny 


been made with all the uſu- 


but Native Goth. 


and after he had” publiſh'd an 

by he commanded all the Jews 
Dominiens, he convok d a Second 
to regulate ſeveral Matters concerning Eccle- 


0 


ners, and the Election of Kings 
The Third Decree of this Council 'expreſsly 
forbids any King to be crown'd, till he has 
ſworn to baniſh: all” Jews out of his Territo- 


_ ſiaſtical Diſcipline, the Reformation of Man- 


ries; by which it appears, how much they 


are in the wrong who accuſe the Tribunal of 
the Inquiſition of having firſt inſtituted the 
Perſecution - againſt that Nation, and blame 


them for ſo doing; ſince the Inquiſitors do no 


more than follow) the ancient Canons of the 
Spaniſh Church, and the Laws of that King- 


„ 


The Seventeenth Decree abſolutely forbids 
any Perſon, either Eccleſiaſtick or Secular, to 
2 N in the Election of a King, during the 
.ife of the other who ſat laſt upon the Throne, 
and thunders grievous Anathema's. againſt all 
thoſe who ſhall hold Cabals to ſecure them- 


ſelves of Votes when the Throne is vacant by 


the Neath of the King, and excludes all ſtran- 
gers of what Quality, Rank or Diſtinction ſo- 
ever,  ordaining that none ſhall be propos'd 
The Eighteenth. Decree declares and pro- 
nounces Him, Her, or Them, to be Excom- 
municate, who ſhall attempt or conſpire 2 
er to 


the King's Life, or make the leaſt O 

dethrone him; and if it ſhould be brought 
about by any finiſter Means, the ſaid Decree 
ſtrictly enjoins his immediate Succeſſor to re- 
venge his Cauſe as he would do that of his 
own natural Father; declaring, That, if 155 
TER a | J 1 
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whole Guthi Nation ſhould refuſe to join their 
united 1 to the King's Forces to take Ven- 


ror the Tory done to the | Soveraign 
ajeſty. ſuch a Refuſal: ſhall be held as an 
ignominious, contempti bie, and n Mer 
ORs fo their gene i TY 
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A — has "am happy fr the 
Nation had this great Monarch been 
ſuffer'd to enjoy a longer Date of 
Life; but he died about the Be- 640. 
ginning of this Year, to the exceſ- 
1 five Regret of all his People; who, to ſhew | 
e how dear his Memory was to them, elefted / | 
? his Son Tulga to ſucceed him. But as this 5 I 
* 


Prince was neither at Years of Diſcretion, mY 
had a ſufficient Share of natural Capacity 
overn the State, Licentiouſneſs and Diſorder 
| don crept into every Part of the Realm, The "MW 
l chief Poſts were occupy'd by Perſons who leaſt 7 
l merited ſuch Advancement: The greateſt Cri- 
. loried in their Enormities with Impu- 
ice reign'd triumphant, and the pri- 
Nine Glory and Splendor of the Gothiſh Na- 
tion was debas'd and vilify'd to ſo low and 
abject an Ebb of Degeneracy, that ſome of the 
Grandees, either j with Zeal for the Pub- 
lick Welfare, or ſpurr' d on by Ambition or 
Private Intereſt, caus'd a general Aſſembly to 
be convok d, in Order to treat of depoſing this 
Infant King, and of ſupplying his Place with 
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one of their Number, who, by his Experience, 
Valour, and Prudence, * be capable of 
maintaining the Dignity of the Throne, and 
the Glory of the Nation. After a mature De- 
| liberation, Chindaſuint, a Man well advanc d 
in Years, but active, valiant, and of a con- 
ſummate Experience in State-Affairs, was cho- 
ſen, and Iulga had his Hair ſhaven off, to 
the End that he might never more aſpire to 
be re-eſtabliſh'd in the Regal Dignitxyx. 


. 5 / , 
* 64 . 


RKxvorurt 


r T cannot be contradicted nor diſpu- 
ted but that the Deficiency of Tul- 
2 1 g's Age and Experience muſt needs 
& be very prejudicial to the State; but, 
at the ſame Time, we ought not 
to deny, the depoſing this young Prince to be 
an actual Breach of, and a formal Diſobedience 
to, the Decrees of the Ninth Council of Toledo, 
.celebrated Anno Domini, 638, the Seventeeth | 
Article whereof expreſsly forbids, under Pain of 
_"Excommunication, the proceeding in the Ele- 
Chon of a King, during the Life of him who 
laſt filFd the Throne, without taking Notice, 
that, in the Aſſembly, ſeveral Members op- 
pos d Chindaſuint's Pretenſions, alledging, that 
the Minority of Tulga was not a Motive power- 
ful enough to authorize his being dethron'd; 
but as that Party was not the moſt numerous, 
and the Plurality of Votes carry'd it in Spite 
of all their Repreſentations, they prote . to 
r V their 
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i ſers, That they would neither ac- 
. | knowledge nor obey the Tyrant whom they, 
: contrary to all Reaſon. and Equity, had cho- 


ſen King, and paſling from Proteſtations to 
Execution, they raisd and fomented a Civil 643, & 
War, whereby the whole State was divided ſeq. 
| into Parties and Factions, inſomuch that the | 
f Son was ſeen hotly engagd againſt the Fa- 
ö ther, and the Father againſt the Son. Some 
went into France, and others paſs d over to 
Africa to demand Aſſiſtance, and there was 
f none in the whole Realm but what was en- 
8 gag d either on one Side, or on the other, not 
erxcepting the ver ra, _ themſelves. _ 
5 Chindaſuint foreſeeing ſo furious a Tempeſt 
ready to overwhelm him, adroitly gave Way 
to the Impetuoſity of the Torrent, and endea- 
vour'd, under-hand, to gain Time to ſtrengthj- 
en his Party by Dint of Liberality; ſo that 
he ſoon. found himſelf in a Condition to at- 
tack thoſe who had refus'd to acknowledge him. 
He got the better of them in ſo many En- 
counters, that they were, at laſt, oblig d to 
throw down their Arms, and to yield them- 
ſelves to his Obedience. The whole rg — | 
in general, had Reaſon to be pleas'd with, and 
to commend, his good Government; for be- 
ſides his depriving all his Enemies of the Means 
of again diſturbing the Tranquillity of his King» 
dom, by his great Valour and Reſolution, he 
eas d his Subjects, as much as the Situation of 
his Affairs would poſſibly permit him to do. 
But now finding himſelf worn out and over- 
burthen'd with the Weight of his declining Age, 
"% which hinder'd him from applying himſelf ta 
Fr all the Buſineſs of State, as he would other- 
"4 wiſe willingly have mY and conſidering, Hah 
; ; | : 3 4 : for ; 
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for the Generality, all thoſe Elections which 
were made after the Deceaſe of their Kings, 
were only Sources of Diviſions and Miſunder- 
ſtandings, which uſually terminated in Civil 
Wars and Diſſentions; he got the Conſent of 
the Prelates and Nobility, that his Son Rece- 
ſuint ſhould be declar'd his Colleague in the 


Government, and his Succeſſor after his Death, 
| imagining, that he had now quell'd all Di- 


ſturbances, and, as it were, pnIFd Diſſention 
Ip by the very Roots, and had, Oy 
ſecur'd the Succeſhon of the Crown to his Son 
but he was deceiv'd in his Hopes, as we ſhall 
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REVOLUTION XX _ 


s that Election was not agreeable 
to the Inclinations of all the Goths, 
but more particularly to ſeveral of 
the Grandees, who, by Reaſon of 
922OGindaſnints great Age, ſeem'd to 
e nearer the Throne, to which the 
themſelves might have ſome Pretences. The 
Thew'd great Signs of Diſcontent, and chiefly 
at the Inſtigation of a certain Perſon of Di- 
ſtinction among the Goths, whoſe Name was 
Froia, who, taking his Advantage of the in- 
different Opinion he had caus'd the People to con- 
ceive both of Receſuint, and of the King his Fa- 
ther, paſs'd into France, where he rais'd an Army 
pf Gaſcons, who, in thoſe Times, ſerv'd any 
Prince for Pay, as the Swiſs do now he 8. 
a 8 
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: This Army he brought into Spain, and 
5 a horrible Ravage of all the Country Which 
lies between the Hyrenean Mountains and the 
River Ebro, putting all to Fire and Sword, 
and pillaging the Churches and Monaſteries. 
Receſuint, being inform 'd of thoſe unſuffera- 
ble Diſorders, in all Haſte, rais d an Army 
to put a Stop to them, and march'd: at the 
Head of it to meet the Enemy. They came 651. 
to an Engagement, in which Froia was defeat- 
ed: But perceiving, that the Chiefs of the Re- 
bellion were nothing daunted at their late Los, 
and that the Inhabitants of ſeveral Cities, com- 
plaining of their being over-charg d with un- 
reaſonable Taxes, offer d him their Athitance, 
he flatter'd himſelf that he might be able to 
tire out Receſuint, but he found himſelf mi- 
ſtaken; for that Prince, who. was far the bet- 
ter Politician, offer d a general Pardon to the 
principal Men of Froia's Party, and promis d the _ 
complaining People a conſiderable: Abatement / / 
of their Tribute, by which Means the Rebel ſoon 
found himſelf abandond by all his Abettors, 
ö and reduc'd to the Neceſſity of avoiding the 
c en his Revolt deſetvd by a ſpeedy 
Ihe following Lear, Chindaſuint died on the 652, 
Firſt of October, afier he had reign d Ten Tears, 
Four Months, and Five Days; and Receſuint 
being become Soveraign Monarch of the Go- 
thiſh Empire, without any Manner of Oppoli- 
tion, he ſeriouſly apply'd himſelf to ſuch AF 
fairs as might be moſt conducive to the Ad- 
vantage both. of Church and State: Io this Ef- 653. 
fect he calld a Council, at which were pre- 
ſent all the Prelates and Grandees of the King- 
dom, The King, in Perſon, appear d amongſt 
b * | . 


them, at their firſt Meeting, and made them 
a very elegant Harangue, wherein he gave them 
to underſtand, That, he had convok d this Coun- 
oil to regulate all Abuſes Eccleſiaſtical or Ci- 
vil, and to ſettle Matters upon a right Foot- 
ing: That he had many Things to propoſe; 
and that, not to tire the Fathers with a te- 

dious Diſcourſe, he left them a Memorial, in 

Wich they would find what his Intenſions were 
and when he had ſaid this, he departed, a 
left every Member at Liberty to vote as he 
pleas'd, This Memorial conſiſted of ſeveral Ar- 
ticles, the moſt important of which, are re» 
-duc'd to theſe Four, "B35 


I. He demanded their Opinions, concerning 
what they thought proper ſhould be done, in 
Regard to thoſe rebellious Subjects who had ta- 
ken up Arms againſt their King and the Go- 
vernment, BY BIBS LI, Coal; | 
II. He requir'd, That they ſhould, at this 
Meeting, decide whatever Diſputes or Conte- 
ſtations might be between himſelf and the Sub- 
ject, without any Human Reſpect, or Conſi- 
deration, becauſe he was fully difpos'd to do 
Juſtice to every one, without Exception. 
III. That they ſhould make an expreſs Or- 
der, That, all the Grandees of the Realm ſhould 
punctually obſerve, and put in Execution eve- 
. Tittle of what was concluded upon in this 


IV. That they ſhould throughly examine, 
and e to a definitive Reſolution what 
was requiſite to be done with ſuch Fews, who 
after having been © hp ns as profeſs'd Chri- 
fans, had Apoſtatiz'd, by again returning to 
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When the Memorial had been read, the De- 
ciſion the Fathers of the Council made, was, 
That as Vows, and the like, which did not 
immediately tend to the Service of Gop, were 
not at all obligatory ; ſo all the Oaths that 
had been taken, er the Penalty of Excom- | 
munication, never to rebel againſt the Sove- 
raign and Government, were to be diſpens d 
with, for this one Time; and that, for the 
| and Tranquillity of the Kingdom, Froia 
and all his Accomplices . ſhould 'be' pardon'd, 
and taken into Favour. That, whatever be- 
long'd to the Crown, ſhould revolve to the 
deceas d King's immediate Succeſſor; and that 
all the King was poſſeſs d of before his Ele- 
_ lion ſhould appertain to his Heirs. That, up- 
on the King's Death, the Prelates, and Gran- 
dees of the Realm ſhould, with all Diligence, 
aſſemble at the ſame Place where the King 
died, and there, as ſoon as poſſible, chuſe his 
Succeſſor. That, as to what concern'd the Apo- 
ſtate Fews, all that had been inſtituted againſt 
them ſhould be punctually put in Execution. 
The following Year, the King, with the Con- 654, _ 
ſent of all the Prelates and Grandees, made. /eq. | 
a Decree, by which he ordain'd, That, all 
whatever Acquiſitions the Kings of Spain ſhould 
have made after their 1 to the Regal 
Dignity, ſhould devolve to the Crown, with- 
out the leaſt Reſerve; and that, all the Goods 
and Eſtate King Chindaſuint had been poſſeſs d 
of before his Election to the Throne, ſhould 
appertain to him, and the reſt of that Mo- 
narch's Children; freely permitting each par- 
ticular Party to make their Complaints, in 
Caſe they found themſelves any ways injur'd, 
promiſing to do Juſtice to every one, _ 
| he 


672. 
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and maintain | 
Reign, which laſted Twenty Three Years, 
When the Funeral Ceremonies of this great 
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the utmoſt, Exactneſs. After this, King Nece- 
Juint convok d Three other Councils, made ſe- 
veral Laws very uſeful and advantageous to 
the State, and govern'd, in all Reſpects, as a 
good and prudent Prince ought to do. He died 
at a Place call'd Gerticos, in the Neighbour- 
hood of Salamanca, whither he had gone to 
take the Air; and was univerſally regretted 


by Reaſon of his great Love to Juſtice, Equi- 


ty, and Peace, in all which he had-govern'd 


3 


d his People during his whole 


Prince were over, the Grandees of the King; 
dom aſſembled themſelves, in Order to elect a 


Succeſſor to the Gothiſh Crown. They fix d 


their Eyes upon Vamba, a Perſon well advanc'd 


in Years, and recommendable for his Sagaci- 


ty, his Love to Juſtice, his extraordinary Va- 
lour, and the eminent Poſts he had fill'd in 


the State; and they had the Satisfaction to 


ſee, that the Perſon they had made Choice 
of to be their Soveraign, was by ſo much the 


more worthy of commanding over them, by 


his abſolute Refuſal of the proffer d Crown, 
which oblig'd them to caſt themſelves at his 
Feet, and to beg him, in the Name of the 


whole Nation, and for the Good. of the Pub- 


lick, that he would be pleas'd to accept it: 
But Vamba ſhew'd ſuch an Inſenſibility and 
Indifference to all their Tears and Intreaties, 
that One of the Lords of the Aſſembly, draw- 
ing his Sword, told him, That, as a Mem- 
ber of the State, he was no leſs a Traytor to 
the Nation in refuſing to comply with what 


Was for its Benefit and Conveniency, than thoſe 
Who actually conſpir'd againſt it, and that, 


therefore, 
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ium to expect, 
but immediately to declare which of the T w 0 
he would chuſe, Death or the Throne 

 Wamba yielded at this Menace, but upon 
Condition, that his Election ſhould be made 
at Toledo, the Capital City of the Kingdom, 
to the Intent, that the Chiefs of the whole 
Nation might reſort thither, yet ſtill with the 


farther Proviſo, that, within the Chamber 


where they were to aſſemble, none ſhould be 


preſent but ſuch, who, by their Poſts and 


Employs, were oblig'd to be at the King's 
Funeral. The Grandees were too well aſſur d 
that their Choice would be approv'd of and 
confirm'd to refuſe him what he demanded ; 
ſo that, with all Speed, they repair'd to the 
Metropolis, where Wamba was proclaim'd a- 
midft the Acclamations of the People.. 
It would be a very difficult Matter to d 


ter mine, which ought | moſt to be admir'd, Was. Wo 
ba's Moderation in deſpiſing and refuſing the 


Crown, or the Violence the Grandees us d to 
force him to accept it ; but ſtill it muſt be 
acknowledg d, that both that Prince's Contempt 
of the Soveraign Power and Dignity, and the 
Violence of thoſe Lords to compel him to it, 
had ſomething in them fo grand and noble, 
that it were to be wiſh'd, that the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances were to be found in every Election 
that is made, as well to reſtrain the preſump- 
tious Ambition of ſuch who aſpire to Crowus 


without having any of the neceſſary Qualifi- 


cations which intitle a Prince to take the 
Reins of Government into his Hands, as like- 


wiſe to make the Electors comprehend; that 


the true Intereſt of the State ought to be the 
ſole Rule of their Deliberations. But theſe 
| | are 


* 


are. Examples which have, from the Beginning 
of the World, been too rare, for us ever to 


frequently. 
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Prince ſo worthy of a Throne, as 

vas King Wamba, certainly deſer- 
== A ved the intire Obedience of his Sub- 
GER jects. Nevertheleſs, he had ſcarce 
— but the Crown upon his Head, but 
the whole Kingdom of Navarre revolted, with- 
out our being able to give any Account of | 
what Motives thoſe People had for ſo doing. 
King Wamba was too a Proficient in 
State Politicks to be ignorant how much it 
concern'd the [Nation's Intereſt to ſmother this 


— — 


Rebellion in its Infancy; apprehending, that, 


the Country, 


if he gave the Rebels Time to ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves by foreign Alliances, it would be a hard 
Matter to bring them to Reaſon. With theſe 


Reflections, he ſpeedily got an Army on Foot, 


and putting himſelf at the Head of it, advan» 


ced towards the Frontiers of Navarre, where 


he ſoon perceiv'd that he had much more to 
do than, at firſt, he imagin d; for he was 
ſcarce got thither, but he had Intelligence, 


That the Afturians, ſeduc'd by the ill Exam- 


ple of wag do Navarre, were all up in Arms, 
and were making terrible Ravages all about 


. Soon 
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g - Soo after this, he had News of a Third 
Conſpiracy in his Gaul; Dominions, of a far 
more dangerous 1 / 1 one than the Two 


others, becauſe of the ty he muſt needs 
| find in ſending an Army over the Hrenean 
1 Mountains, and of the Aſſiſtance the Revol- 


2 ters might probably receive from the way 
of France. As this laſt Rebellion was one of 

the greateſt and moſt memorable Events, which 

happen'd in King Vanbas Time, and had a 

conſiderable Influence on the ſucceeding Reigns, 

I ſhall give the Particulars of it, at large, 

and then return to Navarre and the Afturians. 
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S REvoLUTION XXX. 
zmiLDERIC, Count of Nimes, Go- 
a) (& [1 vernor of the Gothic-Gaul, © flatter - 
ing himſelf, that, favour'd by the 
Commotions in Aſturia, and the 
Kingdom of Navarre, it would be 
eaſy for him to obtain the Soveraignty of 
the Country he govern'd for the King of Spain, 
he communicated his Deſign to Gumildus, Bi- 
ſhop of Maguelonne, and Ranimir, Abbot of 
a certain Monaſtery near that Place, whom 
he found well diſpos'd to favour his intended 
Uſurpation. After they had agreed upon the 
I Methods they were to take in Order to ſuc- 


* 
I 
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3, ceed in their Enterprize, he endeavour'd to 
t corrupt, and bring over to his Party, the Of- 
| fers, and Soldiers of the Garriſon; which 
» 1 


having effected, he rais d a numerous Body of 
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Troops in the French Dominions, whether he 
had ſome private Intelligence math — Mo. 
narch, or with the Mayor of his Palace, as 
ſeveral Hiſtorians poſſitively affirm. He:omit- 
ted nothing to ſeduce Aregins, Biſhop | of Nt 
mes, but found in that pioùs and loyal Pre- 
late ſo reſolute a Reſiſtance, that he caus' d 
him to be taken into Cuſtody; _ after he 
had ſent him Priſoner into France, he put the 
Abbot Ranimir in his Place, who ' afliſted him 
in making the other Cities of the Gothic-Gaul 
revolt from their waned and nn his 
Intereſt. 

King Wamba, hearing of this dangerous Res | 
bellion, at the Time when he was juſt upon 
the Point of attacking the - mutinous Inha- 
bitants of Navarre and Afuria, ſent away 
a Detachment of his Men, into Gaul, under 


the Command of one of his Generals,” -nanvd 


Paul, to chaſtiſe Hilderic, and his Partiſans, 
whilſt himſelf, at the Head of the remaining 
Part of his Army, ' enter'd into the Province 
of Aſfturia, where he ſoon reduc'd thoſe Re- 
volters to their Duty, and was in Hopes of 
doing the ſame by the Traytor Hilderic in a 
little Time; but the perfidious Paul put his 
Prudence, his Valour, and his Reſolution to 
a new 'Tryal by commencing NO him a 
Fourth _ n 3 8 


REVOLUTION 
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Army, determin d to employ thoſe 
— raign, who had confided in him 
ſo far as to commit them to his Care. But as 


he could have no Proſpect of Succeeding in fo 


difficult an Enterprize without - powe 1 A 
ſiſtance, he imparted his Secret to Ranoſmd, 
Governor of the Province of Tarragona, and 


to a certain Officer who commanded under 


him, nam'd Hildegis,” both which Perſons were 


his moſt intimate Friends. Being ſecure of / 
thoſe Two, under Pretext of re-inforcing the 


Garriſons of the Province, he paſs'd the Hre- 
nean Mountains, deſigning to begin by get- 


ting Poſſeſſion of Narbonne, the Metropolis of 


the Gothic-Gaul. © . 1255 . 
Argebaldus, Biſhop of that City, having re- 


ceiv'd Notice of Paul's Perfidy, reſolvd to 


ſhut the Gates againſt him as ſoon' as he ap- 


pear'dz but the Traytor having ſome Suſpi- 


cion, or Intimation of that Prelate's Deſign, 


march'd on with ſuch Expedition, that arri- 


ving before the Place much ſooner than was 
expected, he made. himſelf Maſter of it with- 


out the leaſt Difficulty or Oppoſition, and pla- 
ced therein a very numerous Garrifon. When 


he had done that, he aſſembled all the prin- 


cipal Commanders of his Army, to ww 


Forces againſt his lawful Sove- 


% 
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he repreſented Namba as a Monſter in Nature, 
drawing out his Picture in the moſt odious Co- 
lours, and inſinuated to them the unavoidable 
Neceſſity there was of chuſing another Kin 
Ranoſind, as a Perſon of the greateſt Diſtinction 
among the Goths, by _ Reaſon of the eminent 
Poſt he was then poſleſs'd of, made Anſwer, 
That that ought to have been done long ſince; 
and that, as he knew no Subject in the whole 
Realm who was more worthy to govern the 
Nation than Faul himſelf, he would never obey | 
nor acknowledge any other than him. All the 
Commanders, who had been corrupted by the 
Favours, Preſents, or Promiſes of that perfi- 
dious Traytor, made the. very ſame Proteſta- 
tions, and the confug'd Voices of the Soldiers 
Joining with thoſe of their Officers, this Mon- 
ſer, fitter for, and more . deſerving of, the 
Gallows than a Throne, was. proclaim'd King, 
and all who were there -preſent took their 
Oaths of Fealty and Obedience to the Uſur- 


Per. e e a | 8 | 
Paul, not doubting in the leaſt, but that 
King Yamba would do his beſt to chaſtiſe him 
for his Inſolence and Treachery, endeavour'd 
to ſtrengthen his Party by accommodating Mat- 
ters, and making an Alliance, with Hilderic, 

the Biſhop Gumildus, and Ranimir, who, in 
Order- to maintain themſelves in their own 
Rebellion, favour'd Paul in his as much as 
poſſibly they were able, farniſhing him with 
the Means of raiſing Forces in France and 
Gaſcony, aſſiſting him in concluding a Trea- 
ty with the French King, and in ſurprizing 

e Catalonian Towns which are ſituated in the 
Hrenean Mountains. 
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- While all this was tranſacting in Gaul, King 
Wamba was emp 


on the firſt News of this preſumptuous At- 
tempt, he aſſembled all the Chiefs of his Ar- 


my, to ask their Advice in an Affair, upon 
which depended the Preſervation or Deſtruction 
of the State; not but that he was, of him- 
ſelf, capable of ap rag We I all Accounts, 


after the moſt requiſite Me without ſtand- 


ing in Need of any Counſel but his 'own: 


The Opinions were various and divided, ſome 
advis d him to make new Levies of Men to 
recruit his Army that he mi ht be in & bets 
ter Condition to go and attack the Arch-Trays 
tor Paul; whilſt the reſt were clearly for ha- 
ving him make no Manner of Delay, which 


might capacitate that Rebel to ſecure himſelf; / 


by ſtrengthening his Party. The King appro- 
ving of this laſt Advice, immediately. 1et out 
and began his March, ſending expreſs Orders 
to all his Governors to get ready what Troops 
they could poſſibly ſpare, and diſpatch them 


away towards the Frontiers of the Gothic-Gaul; 


and commanded one of his Generals to go 
and wait for thoſe Recruits in the Neighbours. 
hood of Narbonne, whilſt he himſelf went to 
reduce the Mutineers in Navarre, whom he 
found very weak and incapable of 'making 
any Reſiſtance, but laying down their Arms, 
they ſubmitted their Effects and Lives to his 


Mercy. The King, mov'd to Compaſſion by 
their 1 and Submiſſion, after he had 
neceſſary 22 to prevent yo 


taken a 
f Vor. I. 
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like Diſturbances for thas - hatibel& them 
into Grace, and granted them don Pardon. 
From thence he took the Way to Barcelona, 
which, by the Practiſes and Inſinuations of 
Randſind, had already 3 but the Ro * 
al Army no ſooner -appear'd before it, but t 
Gates were immediately open d, as were like- 
wiſe thoſe of Girona, in — Places he cau- 
ſed his Troops to reſt themſelves for Three 
Days, that they might be the better able 
paſs the Pyrenean Mountains. 

e his Departure he divided Fung inte 
into Four Bodies, One whereof he order'd to 
make the beſt of their Way into the Gothic- 
Gaul, by the Road of Puygerda; Another, by 
the Way of Vic; a Third, along the Sea 
Side; and the Fourth he reſerv'd, as a Rear- 
Guard, under his own Conduct. In his March, 
he took Colionwore, Palturaria, Caſtrolivia, and 
ſeveral other Places of leſs Note and Impor- 
3 with the Pillage whereof his Soldiers 
enrich'd themſelves. He, laſt of all; attacks 
ed, and carried a Fort which was at the En- 
trance of a very difficult Paſs which led into 
Gaul, notwith 3 the vigorous Defence 
made by Renofind and Hi lit, who had for- 
tify'd themſelves in that important Poſt. Thoſe 
Two Traytors were made Priſoners and brought 
to the King, loaden with Fetters. Witimir, 
who had ſhut himſelf up in Cerdagna, fearing 
to meet with the ſame Fate as the above- 
mention'd Two Capital Rebels had done, fled 
away with the greateſt Precipitation imagina- 
ble, and, getting to Narbonne, he inform'd 
Faul of their Misfortune, which ns him in- 
to a terrible Conſternation, 

King 


l 


to Paul's Knowledge, but, imagining. himſelf 
not to be [ſecure in that Place, he fled away, 
in great Haſte and Diſorder, to take Sanctu- 
ary at Mues, leaving the Defence of that 
Metropolis to the Care of Vitimir. To the 
firſt Summons to ſurrender which were made 
him, he return'd no other Anſwer but inju- 
rious, opprobious Language againſt King Wam- 
ba, and a prodigious Shower of Arrows. The 
Goths irritated at this his Inſolence, made ſuch 
furious Diſcharges ply the Beſieg'd,* from 
their Engines, and that ſo very ſucceſsfully, 
that the Town ſeem'd as if it was in the ut- 
moſt Danger of being buried under a Moun- 
tain of Stones. Nothing was to be heard among 
the Beſieged but lamentable Outcries of Hor- 
ror and Deſpair for Three whole Hours; for 
ſo long did that firſt Attack continue: But 
that was nothing in Compariſon with the diſ- 
mal Confuſion they were in ſoon after, -when 
the Beſiegers, having ſet Fire to the City 
Gates — conſum'd them, broke in, Sword 
in Hand, and hack d to Pieces all that came 
in their Way. Vitinir, finding himſelf a loſt 
Man, ſought Refuge in a Church, and there 
defended: himſelf with incredible Valour: But, 
at laſt; being knock d down by a Blow on 
the Head with a Leaver, given him by a Sol- 
dier, he was ſeiz d, diſarm'd, and clay'd in- 
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to Irons; and after he had been ignomini- 
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ouſly dragg'd all about the City, he was crus; 
elly whipp d, and caſt into a Dungeon 


After the Reduction of Narbonne, King 
Mamba, who reſolv'd that Paul ſhould not ef- 
cape him, began his March towards Nimes, 
and in the Way took Beziers, Agde, and Ma- 
guelonne, from the laſt of which Places Biſnop 
Gumildius had lately fled, to go and ſhut him- 
ſelf up in Nimes, with that Arch-Rebel, - the 
Uſurper Pzul. Thirty Thouſand' of the choi- 
ceſt Troops of the whole Army were ſent a- 
way by the King to beſiege that City. The 


Beeſieg'd having, from the Tops of their Ram- 


parts, taken a full View of thoſe their Ene- 
mies, and judging them to be too few to ſtand 
againſt their ſuperior Numbers, were juſt up- 
on the Point of making a general Sally to at- 
tack them in their Camp; but the Fear of 
falling into ſome Ambuſcade kept them- with- 
in the Walls, till another Body of their Par- 
ty, which they expected, ſhould come to ſe- 
cond them. The Beſiegers lay ftill all that 
Day, and the next Morning made an Aſſault, 
which laſted till Night, wherein either Party 
gave extraordinary Proofs of their great Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, inſomuch, that the Goths, 
after having ſuſtain'd a conſiderable Loſs, were 
oblig'd to retreat, and to ſend to their King 
for freſh Recruits. e 
King Vamba immediately ſent away Ten 
Thouſand Men, under the Conduct of one of 
his Generals, whoſe Name was Wandemir, 
which drove Paul into the greateſt Perplexity | 

and Conſternation, concluding from thence, 
that the Gothiſh King was poſſitively bent to 
reduce the Place, and what: moſt of all ter- 
'Tify'd him, was, his being conſcious to . 
k i elr 


ſelf that he muſt expect no Mercy if he fell 
into his Enemies Hands. However, he did 
fort, he endeavour d to re-animate his People, 
by telling them, That, they had no Cauſe, 
to be diſmay d, ſince the whole Strength of 


the Gothe conflict in thislaſt Re-inkorcements, = 


and that as ſoon as they had once routed their 
Beſiegers, they ſhould not only be in a Con- 
dition of recovering all the Places Vamba had 
taken ftom them, but likewiſe. of making ner, 
Conqueſts, without meeting with any Oppoſi- 
tion. As he was wonderfully eloquent, and 
wanted neither perſonal Bravery, nor Conduct, 
his Diſcourſe fail'd not to elevate the almoſt 
ſinking Spirits of the Beſieged; but all this 
fervd only to make them ſell their Lives 
ſomewhat dearer than they would otherwiſe 
have done: For the Goths attack d them with 
{fo much Vigour, and irreſiſtable Impetuoſity, 
ſending amongſt them ſuch Clouds of Arrows, 
Stones, and Javelins, that they were quite 
overwhelm'd therewith; inſomuch, that the 
auxiliary Troops, no longer able to ſtand ſo 
rude a Shock, gave the Uſurper to underſtand, 
That if he did not immediately give up the 
Town, they were all poſſitively determind 
to march off the Ground, being not at all 
inclin'd to be maſſacred without the leaſt Pro- 
ſpect of avoiding their Fate. This plain Decla- 
ration was a moſt terrible Thunder-clap to the 
Tyrant, and which quite diſhearten d him, and 
made him loſe all Hopes of Eſcaping 
In the Interim, the Goths continrd to batter 
the Place with the greateſt Fury; and after 
having ſuſtain'd and 2 the utmoſt Ef- 
forts of the 5 exerted themſelves 


ut likewiſe of making new. 
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made Breaches in ſeveral Parts of the Walls, I 
 fir'd the, Gates, enter'd the Town, and cut 
= in Pieces all that came before them. The 
1 Citizens, ſeeing they lay at the Mercy of the 
Conquerors, began to mutiny, crying out, 
as loud as they could, That, they had been 
baſely betray'd by Paul and his Partiſans; 
and, paſſing from Words to Actions, er 
took up Arms againſt them, and kill'd all 
thoſe whom they 1magin'd to have been Ac- 
complices of that pretended Treaſon, and pro- 
ceeded ſo far, that Paul had the Mortification | 
of” OE Two of his own Domeſticks fall 
dead at his Feet; nor was all he could ſay, 
capable of ſaving them from their Rage: So. 
that, finding his Soveraignty exkinct, and that 
he no longer had any , — over thoſe who 
were wont to obey him, he deſpoiled him- 
felf of all his Regalia, and began to think 
how he might eſcape Death, which he endea- 
vourd to do, by retirmg, with fome few 
Followers, into the beſt fortify'd Part of the 
City, leaving all the reſt of his Party expo- 
fed to the Fury of the Goths, who weary of 
1 killing, and Night approaching, ſuſpended 
1 farther Hoſtilities till the next Day, waiting 
16040 for the King's Orders. e e een e 
Will Faul, ſeeing the Goths were become intire 
_- Maſters of the Place, would very gladly have 


. 


ly inveſted, that he found it quite impracti- 


| | 1 fav'd himſelf by Flight; but he Was ſo cloſe- 
1 
| 


cable for him to pretend to get out of his 


Intrenchments, In this Extremity, he deter- 
min d to ſend Argebaldus, Archbiſhop of Nar- 
bonne, to King Wamba, in his own, and the 
Names of the whole Party, to — 
* their 


— 
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their Lands This Prelate; who, at firſt;'/ hat 
made a Shew of being firm in the King” 


I ater, but had ſince ſuffer d himſelf to 5 
ſeduc'd by the Threats of that Uſurper, / refu- 


ſed, for ſome Time, to undertake that. Com- 


miſſion: But, refle&ing upon the imminent 


Danger he was in, and relying upon King 


V — 8 known Clemency, he, at length, 
accepted it; but before his Departure, he wool 


needs adminiſter the Maſs, in Order to Pre- 


re himſelf for his End, in Caſe the King 
ould refuſe to grant him his Life, and obli- 


ged all who were preſent, to receive the Sa- 
cCrament from his Hand, with every one a 


Winding- Sheet over him, in Token of their be- 


ing, as it were, Dead Men. After this, he ſet out 


upon his 'Embaſſy y; and as ſoon as he came 
within Sight of King Vamba, he diſmounted 


from off his Horſe; = 1 himfelf with 


his Face upon the Eart The good. King, 7 
when he beheld one of the Lord's Miniſters 
in ſuch a Poſture, could not refrain from Tears; 


and after having caus'd him to be taken up, 
he ask'd him, What he would have, oy what 


were his Pretenſions? - | 

Lam come, ſays Argebaldus,” full fraught 

„ with an unfeign ＋ Repentance, to implore 
* your Mercy Br the City of Nimes, for 


% Paul, and for his Aeg e and likewiſe 
* for myſelf, who have been fo unhappy as 


to deviate from my Duty; making, in the 


„ Names of all the Criminals, a ſincere Con- 
4e feſſion of the Heinouſheſs of our Offences, 


„ whereb we acknowledge ourſelves to have | 
< merited the worſt of Deaths: But by how 


much the greater our Crimes are, by ſo 


ag much the more ſhining will your K 
2 M 4 ap- 


vou, upon 
Cl cter, ta 


vouring to molify the King, but he was 


commanded Silence, and King Famba' conti- 


nued on his March, having diſpatchd away 


an Officer before with Orders to the Gene- 
rals, That they ſhould put à Stop to all Ho- 
ſtilities till his Arrival, V 
When he came near the City, he divided 
his Army into ſeveral Bodies; one whereof 
was ſent away to make ſure of the neigh-⸗ 

ouring Mountains; another to guard the 


Avenues, in Order to prevent all Succour 


from coming to the Rebels; whilſt a Third 
advanc'd to attack, and get Poſſeſſion of the 


Intrenchment whither the perfidious Traytor 


Pau] had fled for Refuge, with a Strict In- 
junction to bring him that baſe Uſurper ei- 
ther alive or dead, that he might make an 
Example of him; which Order was ſo well 

executed, that he was ſoon made Priſoner, toge- 


ther with ſeveral French and Germans, who had 


there taken Sanctuary with him. He was ſeiz d 
on by Two Officers, one on each Side, wh 
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held him faſt by the Hair of his Head, and 


who, after they had thus led him through the 


whole — on Foot, preſented him to King 
Vamba. The 

jur d Monarch in the Face, proſtrated himſelf 
at his Feet, and after. having, trembling, im- 
_ plor'd his Pardon, he deliver d into the Hands 


of his Soveraign his Military Girdle, as a Sig- 
nal of his being intirely defeated, and at his 


When King Vamba ſaw him in that ſubmiſ- 


ſive Poſture, he lifted up his Eyes and Hands 
towards Heaven, to return Thanks to the Al- 


mighty for having vouchſafed him à Victory, 


Rebel, not able to look the in- 


that Tranquillity which this very proſtrate, 
vanquiſh'd Rebel had diſturbd; and then he 
order d him to be put in Priſon, together with 
all thoſe of his Party who had been taken, 
except the French and Germans, whom he caus'd 
to be us'd with the beſt Treatment imagina- 
ble, but more particularly ſome of them who 
were diſtinguiſnable by their noble Extraction. 
. Solcher 
ving carryd away abundance of Booty out of 
the Churches and Monaſteries, the King com- 
manded immediate Reſtitution to be made of 
every individual Thing which belong'd to thoſe 
Sacred Places, as likewiſe of all the Inhabi- 
tants had been robb'd of, contenting himſelf 


hy. as... 


IS, in lundering the City, ha- 


with the Spoils of thoſe who had been in actual 


Rebellion againſt him. After that, he caus d 


all the Dead to be bury'd, and the ſhatterd 


Walls of Nimes to be ſpeedily repair d. 


my to range themſelves in Battle Array, and 


Three Days after, he order'd his whole Ar- 


ſent tor the Arch-Rebel Paul, and his Com- 


panions 


COA 
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N 1 to be conducted to the Front of his 
Damp, toi ſtand their Tryal according to the 
Rules of Juſtice, and Martial Diſcipline. The. 
were brought into King's Preſence, al 
loaden with Chains, and his Majeſty, in the 
Preſence of the whole Aſſembly, demanded of 
him, in Gop's Name, Fhether be had any Cauſe 


to complain of bis Adminiſtration, or that be had 


ever injur d him either in bis Honour or bis Effate ? 
_ . To which Queſtion he reply'd, That, fo far 
From making any ſuch Complaints, he was bound 
to acknowledge, be had never receibd rum his 
Majeſty ought but Favours and Tokens of his Bonn- 
ty. Wherefore didſt thou then rebel againſt 

* me, ſaid the King; and what Right hadſt 
* thou to my Crown, that thou ſhouldſt at- 
< tempt to take it from me?“ It was the 
* Devil, by his Inſtigations, that made me 


bg guilt or ſo I reſumptuous an Attempt,” re- 
ply'd the trembling Criminal. The ſame Que- 


ſtions being put to his Fellow -Priſoners and Ac- 
complices, and their Anſwers all to the ſame 


Purpoſe, they were every one of them con- 


demn'd to loſe their Lives: But King Wamba, 
with a Generoſity and Greatneſs of Soul, ne- 
ver enough to be admir'd, mitigated the Sen- 
tence, and contented himſelf with cauſing them 
to be ſhav'd, as an ignominious Mark of their 
Infamy, and ordering them to be confin'd for 
the remaining Part of their Days. © 

After this he ſet all the French and Ger- 
mans at Liberty, without inflicting upon them 
the leaſt Penalty, placing good and fog Go- 
vernors, with upright: and impartial Judges, 
In every City of the Gothic-Gaul, paid off his 


Army, rewarded his Officers, and return'd to 


| Toledo, the Place of Reſidence of the Gothic 
. Kings, 


1 


— . * 
' oo 
if EF IO TINY” COR” THAT © . Ra FF 1 a W 


r . ß . ñ ñßòv "OO" ON OT EN SYN LO, 


"of 


Book I. | Revolutions in Spain; 171 


Kings, where he was receivd in'a Triumphant 
Manner, amidft the loud and joyful * — 
tions of all the People. His Entry was er 
ceeding pompous and magnificent, and what 
was à great Addition to this ſplendid Tri- 
umph, was to behold the Rebels, their Heads, 
Beards, and Eye-brows alt cloſe ſhav'd, their 
Feet bare, cloathd in moſt wretched: tatter'd 
Garments, drawn along in Carts, having in 
their Front the. execrable Paul,” with a Crown 
of black Leather upon his Head, to diſtinguiſh 
King Wamba, having now no Enemies, ek 674. 
ther Domeſtick or Foreign, to contend with, 
apply'd himſelf intirely to promote the Ad 
vancement both of Church and State. To this 
Effect, he ſurrounded the City of Toledo with 


\ 


1 


neu Walls, conſiderably leſſem d the Tributes 675. 
and Taxes, inſtituted” ſeveral good Laws for 


the Reformation of Manners, and convokd a 
Council to re-eſtabliſh and regulate the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Diſcipline; and obſerving the frequent 
Conteſtations which happen'd between the Bi- 676, 


| ſhops, about the Limits of their Dioceſles, he 


{ſent proper and intelligent Perſons, who were 
well acquainted with the Diſtricts of each 

> es to ſettle that Affair upon a right 
The Saracens being become infolent and for- 
midable by the Conqueſt they . had made of 
almoſt all Africa, made moſt aſtoniſhing Ra- 
vages in all the Weſtern Provinces, ' Which 
oblig'd King Vamba to fit out a very power- 677, 
ful Fleet, and fend it to Sea; which, meet= 
ing with the Naval Forces of thoſe Infidels, 
attack d them with ſuch an undaunted Refolu- 
tion, that they deftroy'd and took 'Two _ 
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by the Goth and the reſt either burnt or 

| fk; beg} ß ̃ĩ 7 
680. Eroigius,i Son of Ardabaſtus,* Grandſon, by 
the Father's Side, to the pious Prince Herme- 

»egild, and to Chindaſuint by the Mother's, a 

great Favourite of King Vamba, and gene- 

rally belovd and eſteem'd by all who had 

any Share in the Government, aſpiring to the 
Throne, and obſerving that the King was far 
advanced in Years, took his Opportunity to 


give him a Draught, of ſuch a Nature, that 


It intirely took avay, for the preſent, the 
Uſe of all his Faculties, Senſes and Reaſon; 
and this Accident was follow'd by ſo many 


| other Symptoms of approaching Death, that 


all who were about him really imagin'd he 
Was juſt going to expire; inſomuch, that, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times, they 
causd him to be ſhav'd, and put him on a 
Penitential Habit. Nevertheleſs, by applying 
proper Remedies, he came to his Right Senſes 


again, after he had lain in that Condition a- 


bout Twenty Four Hours; when perceiving 
that he had been treated like a dying Man, 
and being likewiſe conſcious to himſelf that he 


could not poſſibly live very much longer, he 


generouſly; determin d to renounce all Earthly 
Grandure, and to dedicate the fmall Remains 
of his Breath to the Service of his Creator: 
And in Order to prevent the Troubles and Con- 
tentions which might probably happen at the 


Election of a new King, he recommended Er- 


vigius for his Succeſſor,” as the moſt worthy 
of all his Subjects, and the moſt capable of 
executing the Duty of a Soveraign; nor was 


he 


fred and Sixty of their Veſſels, great and 


and exemplary Life till he died. 
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all miſtaken in his Opinion: For, lay-" + 
ing aſide his unmeaſurable Ambition, he had _- ©] | 
all the great and noble A to be g 

wiſhd for in a Monarch! 

The Prelates and Grandees: of the Realant 
approving and conſenting to King Wamba's 
Choice, and being likewiſe well acquainted 
with the great Merit of Ervigius, unanimouſ- 
ly proclaim'd him King, on the Sixteenth Day 
of October. He was, according to the Cuſtom 
of thoſe Times, IT on the Twenty Se- 
cond of the ſame Month, by St. Julian, Arch- 
biſhop of Toledo, with — eat Solemnity © 
imaginable; after which, Vamba | laid aſide 
all the Regalia, and retir'd into the Monaſte- 
ry of Pampliega, where he led * moſt. pious | 


The Artifice King  Ervigius kak Made uſe 681, 
of, was not ſo very ſecretly manag'd, but ſe- 
veral People heard of it, and began to mur- | 
mur at ſuch baſe Dealing. And as ſuch Sort 
of Murmurings might, in the End, have been 
ſufficient to have blown up the Embers of 
Diſſentions, and to have rais'd ſome Commo- 
tion in the State, the new King convok'd a' 
Council, compos'd of all the Prelates and No- 
bility of the Kingdom, in Order to get his 
Election confirm'd , and the better to ſecure 
himſelf in the Throne he had acquir'd by the 
aforeſaid indirect Stratagem, he marrie his 682, & 
Daughter Sigilona to Egiza, the late King's ſeq. 
Nephew, by Means of which Marriage ſo ſtrit 
a Union was fixd between thoſe two Fami- 
lies, that all the Seeds of Diviſion which had 
been between them were eee and buried | 
in Pro nn. | 

Protected 
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Precautions, King Ervigius maintain'd hirnſelf 


upon the Throne for Seven Years, and his 


Adminiſtration was generally applauded by all 


Men. Befbre his Death, he aſſembled "the 
Prelates and Grandees of his Kin gdom, and 


after he had highly extoll'd the great Virtues 
and ſhini Qualities of his Son- in- law. Egiza, 
he conjur Di them to agree that he ſhould de- 


.clare bins! for his Succeſſor, - to which Propo- 
fal they gave their Conſents : But before he 


was proclaim'd, the King made him take a 
ſolemn Oath, by which he engag'd himſelf 
to adminiſter Juſtice and Equity * all with- 
out Exception. The next Day he recerv'd the 
Penitential Habit, abſolv'd ll his Subjects 
from their Oatlia of Allegiance they had ta- 


| ken to him, oblig'd them to ſwear to acknow- 


692. 


ledge and obey Egiza as their pe a oy. 
died a few Days A 


| RevoruTION XXXII. 


E Four firſt Years of King Egi- 
ST za's Reign paſs'd in the m 

I found Tranquility z but about the 

Beginning of this Year, Siſebert, 

IE SES Archbiſhop of Toledo, ſet the whole 

Nation d in a Combuſtion by the villainous and 


execrable Deſign he had laid of deſtroying the 


King, his Queen Linbigitona, and his Chil- 
dren Flogel, Theodomir, Liubilan, and Theclo. 


It was never poſitively known by what Mo- 


tives 


pro- 
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Treaſon. It is only by bare Conjecture that 
ſome are inclin'd to believe, That Siſebert, be- 
ing deſcended from one of the moſt illuſtri- 


E. Families in all Spain, had refolv'd to fix 


the Crown upon the Head of ſome One of his 
Kinſmen; and that, as the ſhorteſt, Way to 
bring it about was to deſtroy the King and all 


the Royal Family, he had projected. that ex- 
ecrable Scheme. | 


King Egiza having l Intelligends vl this Cn | 


ſpiracy, immediately caus'd-the Tra or & ſe- 


bert to be apprehended, and gave Orders to 
the Lords of the Realm, Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, to bring him to his Tryal. As that 
treacherous Prelate had gain'd a great Num- 


ber of People over to his Party, many of his 
Accomplices threw off their Masks, and raisd 


a great Sedition in the State, which in its Be- 
ginning ſeem'd to threaten the Monarchy with 


very fatal Conſequences; but the extraordinas | 


ry Prudence and Valour of that politick and 
vigorous Prince, put a Stop to all thoſe Di- 
ſturbances, and, in a very ſhort Time, all was 
calm and quiet. Thoſe who appear d to be 
moſt guilty were very ſeverely puniſn'd, and 


the reſt were all pardon'd. The Penalty that 693. 


Siebert was to undergo was remitted” to the 
Deciſion: of the Council, whereat he was ſtrip- 
ped of his Dignity, and depos'd, as a Tray- 
tor to his lawful Soveraign. 


This wicked Conſpiracy of Siſebert on fol- 694% % 


low'd by another, Shih the Fews, - n. 
junction with the African, had — a wer. 
the King and State, but it prov'd bon 


| bortive ; ; for _ 225 n . 
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=o Gaſcony having revolted under the 


Reigns of Clovis the Third, and 
Childebert the Second, Kings of 
choſe: Dukes and Counts 


and in Swarms over-ran the Northern Parts 
of Spain. King Egiza, apprehending they 


might penetrate farther into his Dominions, 


march'd out againſt them at the Head of a 
numerous Army, and came to an Engagement, 
in which neither of the Parties had any con- 


 fiderable Advantage, nor yet in a Second Bat- 
tie they 


fought ſoon after; but in the Third 
Encounter the Gaſcons were routed, and for- 
ced to repaſs the Pyrenean Mountains in ſome 
Diſorder. 5 19 1225 

The Weight of the Government, added to 
that of an advanc'd Age, ſeeming too heavy a 
Burthen to King Egiza, he obtain'd that his 


Son Pitixa ſhould be declar'd his Colleague in 


the Kingdom, and his Succeſſor after his De- 
ceaſe. He allotted him for his . 
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7 the Government of the Kingdom of the Sueves 
i that is to ſay, all the ancient Galicia, and 
4 he choſe the City of Tiy for the Place of his 
: Reſidence, where he continu'd till the Month 
E of Ofober, this Year, when his Father died, 706, 
| Ret regretted and lamented by all his Sub 
The Hiſtorians give very different Accounts 
of this King: Some ſay he was good, popu- 
lar, moderate in his Expences, zealous for the 
Church, doing it all the Benefits he was able, 
a 1 Obſerver of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, 
and a declar'd Enemy to Fudaiſm and all Pagazi 
Idolatry, of which there were ſtill ſome Re- 
mains among the Slaves and others. Some 
accuſe him of Cruelty towards his Subjects, 
much of whoſe Blood they pretend he ſpilt 
upon very frivolous Pretexts. There are others 
who reproach him with repudiating his Queen 
Sigilona, To confute the Atteſtations of thoſe _ 
who lay ſuch Aſperſions upon his Memory, 
we have nothing to do but to have Recourſe 
to what is ſaid upon that Subject in the Se- 
venteenth and Eighteenth Councils of Toledo, 
and we ſhall find him clear'd of thoſe Imputas 
tions, and his Innocence fully prov'd. Hap- 
py would it have been, had his Son but fol- 
| low'd his Steps by imitating his Virtues! But 
far from being in the leaſt like his Father, 
we ſhall find in him an unaccountable Coms 
plication of all Vices in general, all Virtue 
0 baniſn'd from his Court, and Spain ſhaken to 
A the very Foundation by ſtrange Revolts and 
8 
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Rebellions, which ſoon prov'd the fatal Sources 

| of its intire Deſtruction. $2 
* pon the News of King Egiza's Death, his 
5 Son Vitixa immediately 8 from the City 
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Tuy in Galicia, where, for the Generality, he | 
had reſided ever ſince his being declar'd; Suc- 
Ceſſor to the Gothiþ Crown, and repair'd, with 
all Diligence, to Toledo, where he was pro- 
claim'd King, and anointed, according to Cu- 
701. ſtom, on the Fifteenth Day of November, with 
great Demonſtrations of the Peoples Joy, who 
| Fatterd themſelves with the Hopes of ſeeing 
the ſhining Virtues of the Father revivd in 
the Son. Tis true, the Beginning of his Reign 
fully anſwer'd their Expectations. To ingra- 
tiate himſelf with his Subjects, he made a Sher 
of a good and affable Diſpoſition, loſing no 
Occaſion of making it appear, that the .ſole | 
Object of his Deſires was to make them com- 
DEAT, happy. He granted a general Amne- 
y to all Exiles who had been baniſh'd du- 
ring his Father's Reign. He causd all the 
7 oh to be ſet open, that all thoſe Wretches 
who had been ſighing for their Crimes in mi- 
ſerable Dungeons might enjoy their Liberty. 
He reſtor'd the Goods and Eſtates of all the 
Criminals who, for their Treaſons and other 
Offences, had forfeited them to the Crown, 
All thoſe who had been branded with Infamy, 
or attainted with treaſonable Practiſes, he re- 
eſtabliſn'd in their Privileges, Honours, and 
Dignities. He ſuppreſs'd all the Taxes which 
had been impos d on the Kingdom during the 
moſt preſſing Exigences of the State, and com- 
n matted to the Flame all Memorials and Ac- 
4 counts of Arrears due to him. In fine, to 
render the firſt Year of his Reign ſtill more 
acceptable to the Subject, he convok'd a Coun- 
cil, which is the Ninteenth Council of Tole- 
do. How happy would it have been, had the 
End been anſwerable to ſuch a glorious and 
Fr: ; promiſing. | 
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proniiii an Introduction! But all theſe ſeems © 
ing Virtues were nothing ele but real Vices, 


* 
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Which lay conceald in the moſt private Re 


ceſſes of his Heart, the Corruption of which 


foon began to ſhew itſelf in all its Colours. 
Two Years were ſcarce. elaps d, but letting 7043 


looſe the Reigns of his inordinate Paſſions, he 
intirely gave himſelf up to the moſt diſſolute 
Irregularſties ever heard of. All thoſe who re- 
fus'd to accompany him in his Debauches, 
were expell'd the Court, and his Favours and 
Graces were diſtributed to none but Libertines 
and Sycophants, who by a criminal Conde- 
ſcention, either ſervile or vicious, . 
ted, encourag d, or excus'd the Diſorders he 
continually committed. The chaſteſt Women 


- 


too frequently fell unhappy Victims to his uns 
vernable Senſuality and Incontinence, and 
when Preſents and Careſſes were not power- 


ful enough to ſeduce them, he employ'd his 


Regal Authority to compel them to a Com- 
pliance, in Order to fatiate his inſatiable, bru- 
tal Appetites. The Wives and Daughters of 
the principal Nobility were not a Jot leſs ex- 
iy to his Violences than thoſe of the meaneſt 
Artiſans. He kept ſeveral Concubines, whom 
he caus'd to be feſpected as if they had been 
Soveraign Princeſſes. It is pretended by ſome, 


that Gunderic, Archbiſhop of Toledo, ſcanda- 


liz d at the Sight of ſo many deteſtable Abo- 
minations, arm'd himſelf with a pious. Zeal, 


to try if he could ſtop the Courſe of them; 


but all his Endeavours and Repreſentations were 
to no Effect: The Throne was too deeply in- 
fected to be purg'd by the bare Words of's 
rar fr TT. 
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the whole State. 


ecution by the 


murmur and complain in private: But ſeeing 


ſuch a Torrent of Vice deſcending, with that 


irreſiſtable Impetuoſity, from the Throne it- 
ſelf, which apparently endanger'd the Submer- 
ſion of the whole State, ſeveral of the Gran- 
dees combin'd/-in a Conſpiracy, againſt this 


Monſter ; but they could not carry it on with 
ſo much Secreſfy but that it came to his Know- 
ledge. Any other but he would have open'd 


his Eyes to look at the Precipice upon the 


Brink whereof he ſtood; but Whether it was 
the Effect of his ſtupid Blindneſs which pre- 
vented him from ſeeing the Depth of it, or 


whether he foreſaw that it might prove of 


dangerous Conſequence to him if he ſhould 


make any open Shew of his Reſentment, is 


not certain; but that, for ſome Time, he con- 
ceal'd the wicked revengful W which lay 


lurking in his Breaſt, under the Veil of a deep 


Diſſimulation, is ſufficiently evident. But, in 


the End, it appear d but too plain, that this 
ſeeming Indolence, Lukewarmneſs, or Timi- 


ay, was nothing but a deceitful Calm, which 
on 


Iy continu'd quiet for a Time, in Order to 
raiſe. a _ moſt violent Tempeſt to overwhelm 


Nothing was omitted which Crook, Inju- 
ſtice, and Tyranny were capable of infuſing 
into the Breaſt of a Man who had neither Faith, 
Equity, nor Religion, but all was put in Ex- 

Bithieſs lawleſs, impious Vi- 


tiza. The Royal Blood was no more favour'd 
than that of the Vulgar Populace. Theodofred, 
Son to King Chindaſuint, who was Duke of 
13 Cordona, 
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The Peo le, unable to put any Stop to the 5 
It ja Progreſs of ſo abominable a Courſe 
of Life, for a great while. did nothing but 
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of Spain, was baniſh'd,, from the Court, and 


ſent into his own Government, where he no 


ſooner arriv'd but this inhuman Barbarian caus'd 


his Eyes to be put out, to incapacitate him 


from aſpiring to the Crown. Pelagins, ' or PR- 


layo, Son of  Favila, ' Duke » Theodofred's Bro- 


ther, (whom Vitiza had kill'd in Galicia, with 


one Stroke of a Leaver, when he command- 


ed in that Province, as his Father's Deputy) 


ſeeing the near impending Storm which threa- 
tend him, was forc'd privately to flee from 


the Court, and to retire into Afria, where 
his Father had been Governor, and where he 


flatter'd himſelf he ſhould be out of Reach of 


the Tyrant's Perſecutions; but he hop'd in 


vain. Being purſu'd with the utmoſt Rigour 
7 itixza, who was obſtinately bent 

to have him either dead or alive, he under- /., / 

took a Voyage to Feruſalem, purely for the 


by the crue 


Preſervation of his Life. Roderic, Duke Theo- 
dofred's Son, not thinking himſelf ſecure in his 
Father's Honſe, went into a voluntary Exile, 


keeping himſelf cloſely conceal'd, in Expecta- 


tion of ſeeing ſome calmer Times in the State. 
— Notwithſtanding Vitiza had diſpers d and 
frighten'd away all thoſe, who, by their Birth, 


might any ways pretend to aſpire to the Throne, 


he was ſtill never free from Alarms. In the 
midſt of all his Diſorders and. Debauches, the 
Apprehenſions of being depos'd lay continual- 


ly gnawing at his Heart; and altho' he was 
wholly ſwallow'd up in the moſt diſſolute and 


moſt infamous Sorts of Pleaſures and Senſua- 
lities, he had ſtill fo much Reaſon left him, 
as to be very ſenſible, that” he had as many 
FG e 8 Enemies 
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Cordoua; and Father to Prince Nodzric, or Ro- 
drigo, whom we ſhall ſoon ſee upon the Throne 
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Enemies as he had Suhjects. He: confided not 
even in thoſe very Libertines whom. he had 
Je: his em and Aſſociates in all his 

Enormities and Irregularities. Every Step he 
took he imagin d he ſhould find Conſpirators 

and Aſſaſſins either before or behind him. Thus 
poſſeſs d with perpetual Fear, proceeding from 
a conſcious Guilt, Mariana, and ſeveral other 
celebrated Hiſtorians, aſſure us, That he cau» 
fed the Fortifications of every City in his Do- 
minions to be demoliſh'd, except Toledo, Tay, 
and Aforga, However, in Spite of all his 
Fears and Alarms, he daily plung'd- himſelf 
more and more into an abominable. Proſtitu- 
tion of the Royal Dignity, which, like a con- 
tagious Diſtemper, communicated its Venom 
into the ſoundeſt Members of the State; fo 
great an Influence has the good or evil Ex- 
ample of the Prince over the Minds of the 
People, and ſo deep is the Impreſſion it leaves. 
At ſuch, and 8 many Diſorders, Gunderic, 
N of Toledo, with ſeveral other Pre- 

a 
ad 
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lates, many of the Grandees, whoſe Man- 
ners had not been corrupted: by the Commu» 
nication of thoſe who had precipitated them- 
ſelves into an. Abyſs of Diſſolution, beyond 
Hopes of Recovery, perceiving the whole Mo- 
narchy to be upon the very Brink of its in» 
 evitable Deſtruction, usd all imaginable En- 
deavours with the King to induce him to con- 
voke a general National Council, or. elſe to 
iſſue out a Proclamation to aſſemble Provinci- 
al Convocations, in Order to regulate and put 
f Stop to all thoſe Abuſes which had been late- 
y introduc'd into the State; but all to no Ef- 
tec: For Vitiaa, who was always a Slave to 
his Paſſions, not only, would never fuffer any 
" a n 
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eſt Part © | 
it were, buried, ſent his Commands to Mouſa, 


Council, either General or Provincial, to b 
convok d, but inſtituted an execrable and 1105 
deteſtable Law, by which, the Eccleſiaſticks 
were permitted to marry, and to entertain as 
many Concubines as the) pleas'd ; inſomuch, that 
from that Time, thoſe . Vices and Diſorders 
which reign'd in the Throne were expanded 
even in the Sanctuaries, and the Church he- 
held itſelf polluted and over-flow'd by an In- 
undation of facrilegious Crimes, till then un- 
known amongſt Perſons elected for the Wor-. 
ſhip and Adminiſtration of the Sacred Myſteries 
% ² ²·¹wĩꝛð³ eo ger 6m 
About this Time, Valid ben Abdelmalec, 
Thirteenth Ealiph of the Saracens, taking his 
Advantage from the ſupine Negligence, or ra- 
ther . Stupidity, in Which the great- 
the whole Spaniſß Nation was, as 


Governor of all the Saracen Conqueſts in either 


Mauritania, injoining him to do his utmoſt 


to render himſelf Maſter of what yet remain- 


ed unconquer'd in thoſe African Provinces. Mon- 


fa had no ſooner receiv'd the Caliph's Orders, 


but he took the Field to put them in Execu- 


tion. The Africans, terrify'd at his Approach 
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he learned Abbot Vairac, bo, I preſume, follows ibs 
Spaniſh Chronicles, bas it Ulit, eorruptly ſo call'd by the Spa- 
niards. He was the eldeſt Son, and immediate Succeſſor to 
Abdelmalec ben Marwan, who vas the Fifth Caliph of the 
Race of Beni Ommiah, corruptly call d the Ommiades; . ſo, by 
Conſequence, Walid could be but the Tenth Caliph, or Suc- 
ceſſor from 'the Tmpoſtor Mahomet : Beſides, according to 
D'Herbelot, and otheys, Walid died A. D. 700, whereas ave 
are treating of bat bappen d in 707, | which agrees with the 
Reign of Yezid-ben Abdelmalec, ho was the Thirteenth Ca- 


Tiphs See D Herbelot in Valid, Jezid, &, ae 


708. 
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rable Army to oppoſe him: But they were 
ſo little vers'd in the Military Art, that, in 


united themſelves, and form'd a very confide- 


the firſt Battle Mouſa gave them, they were | 
_ intirely defeated, and the Saracen General went 


and took Tangier, the Inhabitants of which 


Place, who made Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 


Religion, were compell'd 'to embrace the Ma- 


bomitan Se&. After this, he went into Syria, 


to render an Account of his Expedition to the 
Caliph, leaving Taric, a valiant Commander, 
at Tangier, with Seventeen Thouſand. Saracens 
under. his Conduct, who were, in Effect, fo 


build upon, and in Time to erect. the Empire 
of the Moors in Spain, as we ſhall ſoon de- 


monſtrate in the Sequel of this Hiſtory,  _ 
_ . Gunderid, Archbiſhop of Toledo, and Primate 
_ of all Spain, died full of Renown, after having, 


for many Years, govern'd the Church with a 


truly Catholick and Apoſtolick Zeal, and was 


Foundation-Stones for that Nation to 
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ſucceeded by Sindered, whoſe Merits were ſo 


equivocal, or rather ſo very ſmall, that to 


give a juſt Idea of him, it is ſufficient to ſay, 


that he had a perfect good Underſtanding with 
Vitiza, and that he was wholly indebted, for 


His Promotions to that ſupreme Epiſcopal Dig- 


nity, to the Favour of that Prince, whoſe Vi- 
ces he ſo far connivd at, that he never once 


attempted to open his Mouth in Order to en- 


deavour to reduce him to Reaſon, or to put 
him in Mind of his Duty. Under the Admi- 
niſtration of this unworthy Paſtor, the Eccle- 
ſiaftical Diſcipline degenerated into ſo miſera- 
le a Looſeneſs of Manners, and became ſo 


of Prelates and others of the Clergy, _ 5 


exceſlively diſſolute, that ſome ſmall Number 


( 
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| Held with Horror the abominable Profanations _ - 
of all Things Sacred, made very lively In . 

ſtances to the King to induce him to appl 7 
ſome Remedy to ſuch crying Evils. Sin w_ 
inſtead of ſeconding their worthy and pious 

Kepreſentations, as Was his Duty to have done, 
impos'd Silence upon them, and ſeverely cha- 
ſtis d them, to the great Scandal of all good 
Chriſtians. Mariana, and ſome other Modern 
Hiſtorians, affirm, That Pope Conffantine, un- 
derſtanding the Degeneracy and Depravation 
of the Spaniſh Clergy, diſpatch'd away a Le- 
gate to Vitixa, to intreat him to interpoſe his 
Royal Authority, in Order to reſtore the Church 
Diſcipline to its ancient Splendor z but that the 
King, very far from being .mov'd by the Sol- 

 licitations of the Soveraign Pontif, after having 
refus'd to give Audience to his Holineſs's Le- 
gate, intirely ſhook off the Yoke of the Church 
of Rome, and inſtituted: a new Religion, con-, | 
formable to the Corruption and  Irregularity ' 
of his abandon'd Manners. However we find 
no Footſteps of this Fact in any of the ancient 
Writers; and Doctor Ferreras, after having ſpent 
Thirty Years in ſearching to find out the Truth, 
is obligd to affirm it to be nothing but a Fi- 

Ction, invented by the Modern Hiſtoriographers, 
purely to blacken the Character of Fitiza, who, 
without thoſe additional Imputations, upon ma- 
ny. other Accounts, was but too criminal, and 
worthy or Reproazh.. | 4 5 it an 
Mouſa, when he had given a particular Ac- 
count to the Caliph of the Condition in which 
he had left Mauritania, was order'd to re- 
turn, and to make a Conqueſt of the whole 

Mediterranean Coaſt, to which Effect, imme- 
ately upon his Return to Africa, he rais'd 
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z very great Army, . wherewith, he beſſeg 
nta, which was in Poſſeſſion of the Goths. 


His Attacks were exceeding vigorous; but the 


Count, Don Julian, who Was Governor of the 
Place, made fo reſolute a Defence, that the 
Moors were forc'd to raiſe their Siege and re- 


tire with the Loſs of Abundance of their Men. 


This bad. Succeſs was ſo far from diſhearten- 
ing Monſa, that it rather ſeem'd to increaſe 
his Courage, ſince, from that Time forward, 


- * N 


he meditated nothing leſs than the Conqueſt 


With this View, he got ready a numerous 
and powerful Fleet, which he committed to 
the Care of a Commander, whoſe Name is un- 
known, with Orders to ravage' the Coaſts of' 
Andaluſia. Witiza, notwithſtanding he was 


_ frallow'd up and buried in his licentious, vo- 


luptuous Courſe of Life, yet could not avoid 


being awaken'd with the Noiſe of this great Na- 


val n. and as he fore-ſaw all the Evils 
[ to apprehend, and ſoon had Intelli- 
ence, that the Africans had already made a 
ſcent upon the Coaſt, near Malaga, he or- 


_ der'd Theodomir, a Nobleman of moſt illuſtrious 


Extraction and known Valour, to get the Roy- 
al Navy in a Readineſs, to put to Sea with 


all Diligence, and to uſe his utmoſt Endea- 


vours to difperſe and drive 1 N thoſe Barba- 
7ians from the Coaſt. Soon after News was 

brought, that Theodomir had bravely attack d 
the riß Fleet, had gain'd a great Advan- 


tage over it, and was return'd, in a trium- 


hant Manner, to the ſame Port from whence 
he had lately ſet out. 1 
Dr. Ferreras, in the Fourth Volume of his 
Hiſtory of Spain, ſeems to make this 2 a 
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Sort of a Riddle, by Reaſon that in a Manu- 

ſcript Copy of the Works of Ifidor de Badajos, 

which is in his Poſſeſſion, and which I have 

likewiſe ſeen, we read in Grecisz whereas, in 

the ſame Work, which the learned Pradentius 

de Sandoval caus d to be printed, after being 

curioufly revis'd and exactly corrected, - inte 

of in'Gracis, we find ingreſs : So that, if we 

follow Dr. Ferreras's Manuſcript, we muſt con- 
clude that this Naval Fight was with the Greeks, 

and not with the "Moors, which ſeems to de- 

ſtroy what we have been ſaying above. But 

we ought to take Notice, That, beſides the 

Authority of ſeveral celebrated Hiſtorians, who 

affirm, that Theodomir fought againſt the Moors 

and not againſt the Greeks, the ſame Dr. Fer- 

reras expounds the Anigma, in Aying, That, 

this Battle is no where mention'd. by any of 

the Greek or Latin Authors, and. that the Ea- 

ſtern Emperors, at that Time, had not the 

leaſt Difference, or bad Underſtanding win 

the Kings of Spain; from whence. he conje- 

Etures, or is rather poſlitive, that the in Gra- 

cis, which is in his Manuſcript, muſt needs 

have been the Fault of the Tranſcriber, who, 

either thro' Miſtake or Ignorance, made thoſe 

Two Words out of the Participle ingreſts; and 

the rather, becauſe, as I have already obſer- 

ved, Sandoval, who, without Diſpute, was one 

of the beſt Antiquaries of his Time, and who - 

had examin'd the Writings of If or de Badajos, 

with all poſſible Exa&neſs, puts it 7grefts. But 


we leave to the Learned to make what Re- 
flections they pleaſe upon this Problem, whilſt 
we return to the miſguided Vitixa to give an 
Account of the tragical Cataſtrophe of that un- 


fortunate Prince. 
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The Wrath of Gop being juſtly kindled a- 


gainſt a Man, whoſe Life was no other than 


a continued Concatenation of Impiety, Inju- 
juſtice, and Debauchery, He was pleas d to 
permit his Subjects (who were quite tir d with 


the Evils and Tyrannies under which he had 


made them groan during Nine whole Years) 
to revolt, and riſe up in Arms againſt him, 
to precipitate him from the Throne he ſo un- 
worthily filld. The firſt. Sparks of this Re- 


bellion aroſe in the Heart of Andaluſia, and 


ſoon ſpread themſelves thro every Part of Spain, 
from whence proceeded ſo violent a Confla- 

ration, that the utmoſt Efforts of him who 
had been the firſt Cauſe of that Flame were 
never able to extinguiſh... Being abandon'd by 
all the World, and tormented with: Remorſe, 


and the intolerable Stings of a guilty Con- 
 Teience, he had the Mortification to hear him- 
ſelf unanimouſly declar'd unworthy to wear a 


Crown, the Glory whereof he had eclips'd by 
a general Complication of all imaginable Vices 
and Abominations. The Proteſtations he made 
of changing his vile Courſe of Life, by a tho- 
rough Reformation, was to no Effect: None 


would give Ear to any Thing he ſaid; and 
Roderic (Son of the unhappy Duke Theodofred, 


whom, without the leaſt Reaſon or Juſtice, 
he had ſo inhumanly depriv'd of his Sight) was 
choſen. King in his Stead. It was then, tho' 
too late, that he was made ſenſible, that thoſe 
Princes, who: become Tyrants to their Subjects, 


whoſe Fathers they ought to be, are never 


End of this Year, leaving to Poſterity an Idea 


ſecure in their Thrones. In fine, ſtripp'd of 
all his Dignities and Poſſeſſions, and univer- 
fally hated and deteſted, he died towards the 


of 
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of the moſt abominable Prince that ever wore 


a Crown. 


Authors diſagree as to the Manner of his = 


Death. Some pretend, that Roderic caus d him 


to be aſſaſſinated. Others affirm, that he died 
In his Bed, of a Fit of Sickneſs, at Toledo. 
The firſt Opinion comes originally from Ro- 


deric de Toledo, but it is contradicted and con- 


futed by ſo many noted Hiſtorians, that it 
would be an apparent Raſhneſs to prefer it to 


the other, tho, nevertheleſs, there is but lit- 


tle Probability, that the Prince who had de- 
thron'd and ſucceeded him, would ever have 
ſuffer'd him to continue in the Metropolitan 
but that of a Priſoner under cloſe Confinement. 
He left Two Sons, whoſe Names were Eba and 
Si ſebert, and who rais d ſome Factions and Di- 
ſturbances in the State, in endeavouring to re- 


cover the Throne their Father had eited 


and loſt by the Enormity of his Crimes: But 


to the great Co | 
Spain, as we ſhall ſee in the following Boox, | 


they were ſoon- oblig'd to quit their Preten- 


ſions, and to flee, for Refuge, over into Africa, 


City of his Rn in any other Condition 


in Expectation of finding ſome more favoura- 


ble Occaſion of revenging themſelves upon their 


Enemy. An rtunity offer'd but too ſoon, 
N Sl and Misfortune of miſerable 


The End of the Firft BOOK. 
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The too credulous Rode ſwallows this 


| Bait. Some Time after the artful Ju- 
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Roderic, notwithſtanding his great Re- 

luct anqy to part with the N Cava, 
yet gives his Conſent; and ſhe ples to 
her Mot her. She — with her Fa- 


rate tu deceive the King, and 2 — 


* privately. 223 2 Ger. 


2 they laid 10 efett it. Mouſa, tho ibis 
Projet was very conformable to his Am- 


but expreſs Orders from the 


Boa Ber Recovery Joe deſpair d 2 1 


tber upon the Meaſures they were 70 


If punſud by Roderic; hut in dain. He 
3 OY with bis Wife' and Daughter, 7 
and paſſes over into Africa, where" he 
— conſpir es. with Mouſa, the Commander. 
zn Chief of." all. the Saracen Congqueſts'in 


Africa, 10 bring Spain under the Moor- 
iſh Deer The Method of the: Scheme | 


_ bition, yet dares attempt nothing with- 


| Caliph, ana 
© Zherefore writes 1 bim. aun. i 
18 Soes 
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a conſiderabls Booty, and a great Num- 
ber of Captives. Count Julian bears Bini 
Company. in this Expedition, brings 0- 

ver A great Number of People ' id bis 

Darth, and repaſſes the Straights-to en- 

der Account to Mouſa of the Suecel: of 
Dis Enterprize. Mouſa extremely well 


 fatisfya, gives him 12000 Men more, | | 


: under the Conduit of Tatic, who. lands 
| _ at Tarifa, and takes Poſſeſſion uf that © 

| Place. the ir jun d by King Mitter 
| Sous, aud by great Numbers of Spaniards, 
 twhom thoſe Princes and Count Julian had 
Corrupted. The whole Country recolts: 
King Roderic, aftoniſhd as. the di- 
f ratted tate of his Agairs, lends Enco "1 

His Kinſman againſt: tbe Moors, whilft 
Enco bſcs three | 


: 
: 


them in Pex ON. E. at- 
 thes, and is himſelf ſlain. in the Third. 
The People murmur, aud vent heavy 
 Imprecations upon the Diſorters of King 
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* Role, which' vad brought this Cala. 


mity upon them, and 7 "ren 8 i 
ing 


_ derie raiſes an Army of 100,000 22 
and marches at their 1. 5 70 encounter 


the Enemy. He falls upin the Moors 


& k near Xeres, pon the Bank of the River 
 *Guadalete.. He fights them for Ei . 


Duayr ſucceſſwely. The Sons of 
Witixa came over to his Side, and tabs 
4 Shew of being reconcil d to him, but 


"with a Daſign to betray him. He gives 
_  extraordina my Proof of his great Valour 


and Condu 


The Sons of IV itiza trea- 


Ys cherouſly revolt, and A to the Ene- 
is 1 Camp, carrying with them many 


ers, and Perſons of high Diſtin- 


. ion, and, amongſt the reſt, their Uncle 


Oppas, drebliſho of Seville. Their 
Deſertion puts the Chriſtian Army into 


great Con — It is utteriy routed, 
and cut to Pieces. King Roderic 


eſcapes by Flight, it being unknown 


 ewwhat became of him afterwards; bis 


Choaths, his Crown, and his Arms being 


found in a Lake. Some Authors are of 


TH Opinion, that be made his Eſcape into 


 PÞ Portugal, and there died in an Hermi- 
tage. Taric makes himſelf Mafter of 


all Andaluſia, zhe Two Caſtiles, and 


the Kingdoms of Murcia and Toledo. 
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The CONTENTS 
a, who Jands in Spain with 18000 
Moors, and tales Carmona, Seville, 
Merida, and ſeveral other Places in 
Portugal. He comes to Toledo, conceives 
2 Fealouſy againſt Taric, and offers him 
many Inſults and Indignities, of which 
Taric makes bis Complaint to the Caliph. 
he. Th depart _— 
 Celtiberia, and deſtroy all they found in 
their Way with Fire and Sword. They 
break into Catalonia, and Rouſillon, borh 
ewhich Provinces they reducd to their 
Obedience. Mouſa receives an Expreſs ß 
from the Caliph, with Orders to repair 


in order to conquer 


to his Court, and give Account of bis 


Conduct; which Order he conceals, and 
abandons Rouſillon. He paſſes through 
Seltiberia, Old-Caſtile, aud the King- 

dom of Leon, and penetrates as far as 


Cape Finis 'Terrz, oulgarly call'd Cape 


Finiſter, where. he receives a ſecond Or- 


der from the Caliph to repair to Da- 
maſcus. He returns to Seville, leaves 
the Government to his Son Abdelaziz, 


and embarks for Syria with Taric and 
- 'Theodomir. The Caliph gives him a 


very bad Reception, and cauſes him to 


| be put in Priſon. No Account to be 


found of what afterwards became ei- 
ther of him or of Taric. Abdelaziz takes 


a particular Survey of all the Saracen 


Conqueſts in Spain. He marries Egilo- 


8 Na, King Roderic Wit 


We CONMEN T& 


_ himſelf — be proclaim d King. Heis 


75 Aſſaſin ned, and Ayub is:ehoſen as Go- | 
. oernor till farther Qrdets from the Ca- 
ph. Alahor 4s made, ik 
Spain. The Caliph. Walid dies, and 
tis Brot ber 3 Le N ibis 
.. Place, who dying 7. Tres 

. ſucceeded: by, Omar, X Stcond of that 
Name. The new. Governor cauſes the 
| Moors 70 reftore what Plunder they had 
taken from the Chriſtians, and ' puniſhes 
thoſe who had defrauded the Caliph of 
bis Right. He carries the War into 
Gaul, 0 penetrates as far as Nimes. 


Duri ug his Abſence, Pelayo, who had 
Aled into the Aſturias, ſets pon the Moors, 
1 en, and is crotun d Lin. 955 
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REVOLUTION XX XIV. 


The Invaſion and Conqueſt of SPAIN by 


the Moons. From 710, 10718. 


i 


Ee * HE inordinate Paſſion of Love, or 
rather Luſt and Senſuality, the ve- 


ry ſame Vice which put an End 
e the Regal Power in Rome, and 
SEES Which has been the Source of fo 


many Diſorders in all Parts of the World, ex- 
terminated the Gothiſh Empire in Spain, not- 


withſtanding its Foundation was ſo powerfully 
ſupported by Arms, and the Rigour of their 


Laws, that it ſeem d equally impracticable ei- 


ther to ſhake, or overthrow it. 


Rodrigo, 


— 


r re nt AG EIT OW ns — —U— —ͤ— 


"x Dn Ve . E * 38 * | ; | 67 | * SE + i 5 | ; 9 $ : 
; 192 The HISTORY of the. 


710. Rodrigo, or Roderic, the only King of that 
. Name in Spain, after having dethron'd King 
VPitixa, appeas d the Commotions which the 
Sons of that unfortunate Prince had 'rais'd in 
the Kingdom, and had reduc'd them to the 
melancholy Neceſſity of paſſing the Sea to ſeek 
for Refuge in Africa, under the Protection of 
Count Recila, Governor of Mauritania Tingi- 
tania, who had been formerly their Father's 
intimate Friend, enjoy'd the 3 Sove- 
raignty over all Spain, his Subjects flattering 
themſelves that they ſhould find an undiſturb 
Repoſe nnder his Reign, to make them ſome 
Amends for what they had ſuffer d under that 
of his Predeceſſor. e 
He was a Prince endow'd with every Qua- 
lification requiſite in a Soveraign. Mariana, 
Garibay, and Morales, the Three moſt celebra- 
ted Hiſtorians Spain has produc'd, ſay, after 
many others, That he was perfectly well-made 
as to his Perſon; that he had a noble Great- 
neſs of Soul, and Generoſity of Temper, an 
extenſive and penetrating Wit, capable of un- 
dertaking and executing the-moſt difficult En- 
terprines z that he was good natur'd, affable, 
diſintereſted, magnificent, liberal, a great Lo- 
ver of Men of Merit, and always ready to re- 
ward and encourage them; that he was ex- 
ceeding valiant, and that when ever he took 
in Hand any Military Expedition, he patient- 
ly endur'd Hunger, Thirk, Cold, Heat, and 
all other Fatigues of War, without the leaſt 
Murmuring; inſomuch, that notwithſtandin 
he had ufurp'd the Crown, his Subjects wil- 
lingly obey'd him without Conſtraint; flatter- 
ing themſelves, that he, and only he was ca- 
able of reſtoring to its priſtine Splendor a 
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Throne which #3tiza had, diſhonour'd by an 


infamous and diſſolute Life. 


io ſooner had he taken the Reins of the Go- 
thiſh Monarchy into his Hands, but he gave 
ſhining. Tokens of an uncommon Care, by his 


indefatigable Application to reform and regu- 


late the many Abuſes which Vitiza had ſuf 


fer d to creep into the Government; as like- 


wiſe by the many ſtately Edifices he erected, 
whoſe b 


whole Beauty and Magnificence neither the de- 
vouring Jaws of Time itſelf, nor other Caſual- 


ties have been able to efface to this Day. 


Who would not have imagin'd but that ſo 


promiting a Beginning would have produc'd a 


appy. Concluſion ? But all theſe fine glaring 
Preſages were nothing elſe but like thoſe Me- 
teors which frequently are ſeen in the Air, 
whoſe Brightneſs indeed dazzles our Eyes, but 
draws after them a Train of malignant Influ- 
ences. which bring Ruin and Deſolation: upon 


whole Nations. Theſe Flaſhes of ſeeming Vir- - 


tues were ſoon transform'd into real Vices, 
which oblig'd his deluded Subjects, with Floods 
of Tears, to extinguiſh the Fires of Joy they 
had kindled at his Coronation.” ©, © 

As none had ever a larger Share of Warmth, 


nor was apter to reſent what he thought an 


Injury or Affront, than he, upon the leaſt Su- 
ſpicion in the World, he ſacrific'd to his Ven- 
geance the nobleſt and moſt illuſtrious Blood 


min his Realm; and there are ſtill to be ſeen 


Pieces of Money, coin'd by him, whereon 1s 
repreſented an Armed Man, with a very 


| fierce and ſevere Aſpect, looking as if he was 


pronouncing the Sentence of Death, or, at 


| lat of Baniſhment, upon an offending Sub- 


His Court was the very Center of Ef, 
| 0 _ Emmacy,, 
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feminacy, Senſuality, and Debauchery. The 
only Way of aſpiring to his Favour was to 
excel in Wickedneſs, and to be ſignaliz d for 
having committed ſome notorious Enormity; 
nor did Rewards and Encouragement ſeem to 
be made for any others but ſuch who rather 
merited Correction and a Gibbet. The Spirit of 
Drunkenneſs and Debauchery reign'd through- 
cout, in every Place, where he was pleas'd to 
de preſent, The Corruption of his Heart, and 
the Depravity of his Manners were ſo exceſs 
five, and reach'd to ſo high a Pitch, that Ma- 
Hana ſays, That he bore, beyond Compariſon, 
a much nearer Reſemblance to Witiza, than 
he did to the worthy Perſon to whom he ow'd. 
his Birth. Feaſting and riotous Revellings took 
up the greateſt Part of thoſe Hours which he 
nn” to have 8 1 95 in regulating the 
Affairs of his Kingdom; and inſtead of indu- 
eing his Subjects to the Practiſe of Virtue b 
a regular Conduct, worthy the exalted Ranx 
he held amongſt them, he drew them into all 
Manner of Vices by the pernicious Example 
he ſet them. Amidſt all that Croud ef Paſ- 
ſions which alternately enſlav'd this miſguided 
Prince, he was poſſeſs'd by fo violent an In- 
clination to the Female Sex, that one would 
have thought, that his whole Kingdom was too 
ſmall to furniſh a ſufficient Number cf Wo- 
men to ſatiate his more than brutal Luſt; in- 
ſomuch, that, like another Nero, being become 
Wholly degenerate from - Human Species, he 
had not rational Faculties enough left him to 
comprehend, that he was haſtening towards 
his own Deſtruction upon a full Gallop, and 
that he was upon the very Point of ſeeing 
one of the nobleft, and moſt flouriſhing Na- 


vantage of the miſerable 2 8 and th 
contemptible Efteminacy. into which his d. 


ver Will be, 


taught all Sorts of curio 


Life which was moſt 
nations. [2 


WW 1 yy Fo WW wW is S LA — e 102. 21 ET, | =_ 


© 


bauch'd Life and Example had plung d the Ge- 
nerality of the People, -ſnatch'd the Crown from 
his thoughtleſs Head, and eftabliſh'd their Ems 
pire over all Spain, with ſo little Difficulty, - 
that this mighty Revolution has been, and e- 
down. to the remoteſt Futurity, 
the Wonder and Aſtoniſhment of all who knew 
the true Cauſe of ſo memorable an Event, the 
particular Circumſtances whereof I am goir 
to write, with all the Exactneſs the Obſcuri- 
ty of that Hiſtory will admit of. 
It was an ancient Cuſtom in Spain, for the 
Grandees of the Realm to- ſend their Children 
to be educated. at Court. The Sons were kept 
about the King's Perſon, as his Body-Guard, 
waited on him in his Apartments — | 
ble, accompany'd him in all his Hunting- 
Matches, and follow'd him to the Field when 
he went to War, where they improv'd them- 
ſelves in Military Diſcipline. - The young La- 
dies apply'd themſelves to the Queen's Service, 
under whoſe Care and Protection they were 
Works, ; Singing, 
Dancing, Muſick, and 27 Thing elſe that 
was conformable to their Birth and Degree. 
When they were come to a certain Age, their 


Majeſties procur d ſuitable Matches for thoſe 
Who were deſirous of a married State, and put 


the reſt in a Method of taking to that Sort of 
agreeable to their Incli- 
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Among the young Ladies who made up the 
KRetinue of Egilona, King Roderic's Spouſe, there 
was one who diftingui{h'd herſelf from among 
the reſt, as well by her illuſtrious Birth, as 
by the Charms of her moſt raviſhing Beauty, 

being indeed a perfect Maſter- piece of Nature. 
She was the only Daughter of one of the great- 

eſt Lords in all Spain, whoſe Name was Fu- . 
lian, Count of Conſuegra, and Governor of the 
Coaſts of Andalifia, ' and her Mother was a 
Princeſs. of the Blood Royal. The moſt cre- 

dible Hiſtorians call her Cava, tho ſome! Wri- 
ters affirm her Name to be Florinda. Nothing 
could poſſibly exceed the Charms of her ex- 
quiſite Beauty, but thoſe of her great Merit 
and Virtue. Her Conduct ſervd as a Rule 
and Model for all the Court-Ladies to follow. 
As ſhe was one Day diverting herſelf 'with 
ſome of her Companions, at their uſual Re- 

creations in the Palace-Garden, the Claſp of 
her Garment chanc'd to undo, and diſtover'd 
all the blooming Beauties of her delicate Neck 
and Boſom. The King, who was looking at 


her out of a Window, no ſooner beheld that 


enchanting Sight but he fell deſperately in Love 
with her. He ſigh'd a long Time in ſecret, 
without having the Aſſurance to divulge the 
Violence of the Paſſion which conſum'd him. 
However, he was fully reſolvd to indulge his 
Appetite, at any Price ſoever; but that was 
a Matter not eaſy to be accompliſh'd. He 
muſt have a favourable Opportunity, which ve- 
ry ſeldom happen'd. On one Side, the love- 


1 5 Io Cava conſtantly paſs'd the greateſt Part of 


Day in the Queen's Company, and the 
reſt of her Time was taken up either in re- 
creating herſelf with the other young Ladies, 

| | 9 


* 


derie, who was extremely violent in all his 
any, and had an inſuperable Averſion to 


trary 


long fruitleſs ſighing. In Order to remove the 


Wa 


3 Obſtacle which oppos d his ardent De- 
tires, . he determin'd. to get rid of Count Juli 
an by an artful Stratagem under the Pretext 
of ſending: him on an. Embaſſy to Mouſa ben 
N 


the Firſt, Caliph of the Saracens. _ 


* 7 * . * ein „ 5 "Rs: 8 1 e 1 
He was ſcarce. departed from Court, but the 


libidinous ſenſual Monarch, no longer able to 


conceal the Sufferings of his Heart, acquaint- 


ed the amiable Cava with the Violence of his 
Love; neither did. he forget, or omit any one 


Particular, he imagin'd might be capable of 


making an Impreſſion in her Heart. Sighs, 
Tears, Offers, and Promiſe 


ſion which ſhe could not think of without Hor- 
ror and Trembling. Her Virtue prevailing over 


the Reſpect ſhe ow'd her Soveraign, ſhe load- 
ed him with Inj uries and Reproaches, giving ; 


him the moſt infamous and opprobious Lan- 
. guage imaginable, which incens d him fo far, 
that, paſſing from Careſſes to the moſt out- 


rageous Brutality, he violated the Chaſtity f 
that lovely Virgin, whoſe Reſentment was ſo 


inexpreſſibly great, that, after having ſeriouſ- 


ly reflected upon the Method ſhe was to take 
that ſhe might be compleatly reveng d for the 
injurious Infult ſhe had recerv'd from that Ra- 
write to her Father the 


viſher, ſhe determin'd ta 
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or in converſing. with the Count her. Father. 

his Conftraint was very diſagreeable and con- 
to the impetuous Humour of King Ro- 


rica, for Walid 
„ | aan * 


EAT s were  profulely / . / 
expended to make that Beauty ſenſible of a Pal- 
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_ © Would it bad pleas d the Almighty, my dear- 


et. Father, that the Ground bad qpen d and fwal- 
led ne up, rather than that I had ever iu! 
to ſce-. myſelf reduc'd to this wretched Neceſſity 43 
writing to give you the Knowledge ' f a Dijgrace 
which will cauſe in your Breaſt an eternal Diſ- | 
quiet ! The innumerable Tears which bave al 


* bz 


blotted, and almoſt cs, this whole Letter; will 
let you underſtand the Violence do "myſelf in 
writing you ſuch. unwelcome News. But F appre- 
Pendel, that, if I ſhould defer it one fingle Mo- 
ment, I might leave Room to doubt, whether at 
the ſame Time when my Body was If) my Sou 
was not likewiſe flain'd with an indelible Blemiſh, 
Who can ever put an End to our  Misfortunes, 
except you repair the Inſult which has been done 
us? Sball we flay till Time makes publick what 
7s, af | ejent, a Secret, when ve hall be covers 
ed with an 271750 Name more e. 


2 
w 


than Death itſelf * O wretched and moſt deplo- 
table Deſtiny! In a Word, my dear Fatber, your 
Daughter ! your Blood! this Branch of the Ney. 
al Gothiſh Stock, who, like an innocent Lamb, 
was recommended to the Care of a ravenout Wolf 
has been violated by King Roderic! Tf hon for- 
get not what you owe to your illuſtrions Blood, 
you will revenge the Affront offer d it, by deftroys 
ing the Tyrant who has ſo baſely flain'd it. Re- 
member that you are Count Julian, and that 1 
am Cava, your only Daughter. i 
The reading this Letter was like a mortal 
Stab in Count Julians Heart, and caus'd him 
not only to reſolve upon the Ruin of that im- 
pious Raviſher of his Daughter's Honour, but 
'Ukewiſe to ſacrifice his an to his Ven- 
geance. The better to bring about his Deſigns, 
| ke, as ſoon as poſſible, Ciſpatch'a the 98 
: nmels 
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Africa, and in all Diligence repair d to Court 
where, by the ſatisfactory Account he gave of 
his Negotiation, by the vaſt Projects he inſi- 

nuated to have laid, tending very much to 
the Nation's Glory and Advantage, and by the 
violent Love the King bore his Daughter, he 
became ſo exceeding powerful, that all the 


moſt importaut Afrs of State paſy' through | 


his Hands, inſomuch that the other Favourites 
began to conceive a great Umbrage and Jea» 
Jouſy at his exorbitant Growth... 0... 
As he was a Perſon cf conſummate N 
Judgment, and had a wonderful Talent in dif- 
ſembling and concealing his Sentiments, very 
far from making the Feaſt Shew of his deep 


4 * 


Reſentment, and the mortal Hatred he bore 


the King, he, on the contrary, expreſs d him - 


ſelf to de extremely ſenſible, and full of Ac- 


Eno ledgment for all the Favours that Mo- 
narch had heap'd upon him; and by this pro- 


Found Diſſimulation his Credit increas d more 
and more, as the Thirſt of Revenge grew eve- 
4 Day more violent in his reſenting Heart, 
all which facilitated his putting in Execution 
the Project he had deſign d from the very Mo- 
ment he heard of his Daughter's Diſgrace. 


The King, notwithſtanding he was miſera- ; 


-bly plung'd 1n all the Exceſſes of a voluptuous, 
licentious Life, yet the ambitious Emulation 


of Worldly Glory was not wholly extinet in 


his Breaſt; and to ſet him upon attempting the 
greateſt Enterprizes there wanted nothing but 
the Inſinuations of an artful, politick Minſter 
to awaken and rouze him out of that lethar · 
gick Negligence and Supinity in which big ore 
"regular, ſenſual 5 of Life had w_ 
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neſs upon which he had been ſent over to 
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and, as it were, buried him alive: Count . 


lian, who had made it his Buſineſs ſedulouſſy 


to dive into the very Bottom of his Soul, and 
was thoroughly acquainted with all his good 
and bad Qualities, knew perfectly well, that 
Ambition had a powerful Aſcendant over his 
Heart, by artful Inſinuations repreſented to 
him, That, a Prince, ſo potent and great as 
was His Majeſty, ſhould endeavour to crown 
His Pleaſures with Lawrels; telling him, that 
he might eaſily make very noble Progreſſes 
againſt the Moors whilſt they had not the leaſt 
Diffidence or Suſpition that he intended any 
Thing to their Prejudice, and eſpecially now + 
their Forces were otherwiſe employ'd, and dif 
pers d in ſeveral: Parts of Africa. The better 
to decoy him into the Snare his Malice had 
ſpread for him, he communicated to the li- 
ſtening Monarch the Particulars of an imagi- 
nary Project of his, the Execution whereof this 
Traytor repreſented to be as eaſy, as the Plan 
was pompous and magnificent. The too cre- 
dulous Roderic, ſeduc d by this flattering Diſ- 
courſe, and feeling the Sparks of that ge- 
nerous Valour which had heretofore gain'd him 
ſuch mighty Reputation, beginning to rekin- 
dle in his Soul, he allow the ſpecious Bait, 
and agreed with that treacherous Counſellor 
upon the neceſſary Meaſures for carrying a War 
into the very Entrails of Africa, the Conqueſt 
of all which he thought himſelf ſure of 10 
great a Confidence had he in the Artifices and 


Inſinuations of the revengeful Julian. 
In the mean while, that perfidious Count, 
Who breath'd nothing but Vengeance, nor ſigh'd 
dor any Thing but the total Perdition of him 


Who had ruin d his Daughter's: Honour, held 
1 5 1 4 


a ſecret Correſpondence in Africa with King 
VNitixas Sons, who, as well as himſelf,” were 
| burning with an impatient Deſire of ans 
themſelves upon the Tyrant who had uſurp d 
a Throne which, of Right, belong'd to them; 
and, in Spain, he cabalFd with a great Num- 


ber of Traytors and Malecontents whom he 


found inclin'd to join with him in his dete- 
ſtable Conſpiracy; inſomuch, that ſeeing eve- 

ry Thing ready diſpos'd to favour his wicked 
Deſigns, he now employ'd his Thoughts upon 
nothing but how to ſnatch his Daughter from 
the Arms of her Raviſher, that ſhe might not 


be involv'd in the approaching Confuſion, nor 


bear a Part in the general Calamity he had 
meditated. To this Effect, he inform'd the 
King, that his Wife, whom he had left at Ma- 
laga, lay upon her Death-Bed, and that ſhe 
had a paſſionate Longing to ſee” her Daughter 
before ſhe expir'd. ' What Reluctancy ' foever 


the amorous Monarch had to ſee the Object | | 


of his moſt tender Wiſhes remov'd from his 
Sight, he had ſtill the Complaiſance to yield 
to the earneſt Repreſentations and Requeſt of 
Count Julian; ſo that the fair Cava, after ha- 
-ving agreed with her Father upon what Mea- 
ſures were to be taken to prevent her falling 
again into Roderic's Power, departed for Ma- 
laga, where ſhe did not continue long, as we 
ſhall immediately underſtand, © 
The King, who ſupinely repos'd himſelf up- 
on the falſe Count's ſeeming Zeal and Since- 
rity, and was waiting for his Miſtreſs's Return 
with the utmoſt Impatience, was not a little 
ſurpriz d when, ſoon after, that treacherous Fa- 
vourite diſappear d. This miſterious Departure 
Was a terrible Thunder-clap to him, and a cer- 
os 0 tain 


ttoubled and confus d, and uncertain which Way 
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bein Preſage that ſomething was in Agitation 
- which would prove fatal to the State. Thus 


the Fugitive had taken, he ſent Meſſengers 
upon the Search after him in every Place, but 
all their Diligence was to no Effect; for the 
wary Count had us'd ſuch; Caution as well as 
Expedition, that it was ſooner known, that 
he, his Wife, and the beautiful Cava were em- 
bark d and ſteer'd towards the Coalt of Africa, 
than it could be diſcover d which Way he had 
taken to the Sea Side, ſo ſeoretly had he mana- 
At the News of this Flight King Roderic was 
more enrag d than ever; he was utterly con- 
founded and aſnam'd to have the double Mor- 
tification of finding himſelf at once depriv'd of 
the lovely Daughter, and trick d by the craf- 
ty Father: His Reſentment and Diſquiet was 
12 extremely violent, that nothing could poſ- 
ably moderate his Concern, except the Storm 
which the very Fugitive himſelf was preparing 
for him; I mean a Conſpiracy which tended 
to nothing leſs that his own Dethronement and 
the utter Deſtruction of the Spaniſh qc N 
The revengeful Count was no ſooner land- 
ed on the African Shore, but he haſten'd away 
to Mouſa, with whom he had commenc d an 
intimate Friendſhip during the Time of his late 
Embaſſy, and who gave him a very gracious and 
favourable Reception. He inform d him of the in- 
jurious Outrage which the execrable Roderic had 
done to his Daughter's Honour in offering Violence 
to her Perſon, and gave him to underſtand how }Y. 
greatly he thirſted to take Vengeance upon the 
- Tyrant, telling him, That, af he would be 
aſſiſting to him in deſtroying the mug | 


be a conſiderable Addition to his Intereſt: That 


[ 
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had diſhonour'd his Family, he would ſolemn- 
by engage himſelf to introduce an Army of 
Moors into the very Heart of Spain, and to 
— the whole Kingdom under the Caliph's 
/// / HE ID PRES 
_-Mouſa, being very attentive to Count Ju- 
lian's Propoſals, heard him out with the great- 
eſt Pleaſure in the World, and would, moſt 
Joyfully, have embrac'd them without Heſita- 
tion, had he but imagin'd he might have preſu- 
med to act by his own Authority: But not 
daring to undertake any Thing, in an Affair 
of ſuch Conſequence as this, without expreſs 
Orders from the Caliph, he defir'd the Count 
to give him Time to write to his Soveraign 


about it. Julian, impatient to know what he 


was to depend upon, took upon himfelf to 
carry the Meſſage, and, with the utmoſt Di- 
ligence, departed for Damaſcus, and ſbon ar- 


rid at the Culipb's Court. Being naturally 


5 


exceeding eloquent, he enlivend and embel- 
liſh'd his Diſcourſe with the moſt expreſſive 
and lively Colours to exaggerate the Greatneſs 
of his Project, and to make it ſhine in the 
Eyes of Valid. To bring him to a Determi- 
nation favourable to his own Wiſhes, he re- 


preſented to him, That he had, in Spain, a very 


powerful Party, intirely devoted to His Inte 


reſt, and extremely diſcontented with Roderic's 


irregular Adminiſtration, to whom he gave 
the moſt infamous Epithets he could irwent, 
and painted him out as the baſeſt and moſt 
deteſtable Prince that ever breath'd upon the 
Earth: Adding, That the Two Sons of King 
Vitiza, whoſe Throne this Tyrant had _ 
ed, would infallibly join with him, which wo 


the 
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the Goths, having been, for a long Time, bu- 
Tied in a degenerate Libertiniſm, Luxury, and 
Licentiouſneſs, were become faint-hearted, ef- 
feminate Cowards, and wholly incapable of en- 
during the Fatigues of the Field: That the 
Country was intirely defenceleſs, the Cities, 
Tons, and Caſtles all diſmantled, and had 
neither Fortifications, Afms, Proviſions, nor 
Garriſons: That Roderic, by Reaſon of his Vio- 
lences, his Injuſtice, his Cruelties, and Diſ- 
orders, was held in Horror and Deteſtation 
by all the Nobility: That the People languiſh- 
ed for a Revolution, that, upon the firſt Mo- 
tion, they might give open Proofs of the im- 
placable Hatred they had juſtly conceiv'd againſt 
the inhuman Tyrant by whom they were ſo 
ſorely oppreſs'd. In fine, mingling Tears with 
his artful: and lively Paintipg of the wretched 
Condition of his ſuffering Country he had been 
repreſenting, he implor'd the ſigh'd for Suc- 
cours of the Muſſulmans to oppoſe this Second 
Jarquin, extoll'd the wh, and inexhauſtt- 
ble Riches of Spain to the very Skies, which 
whole Kingdom he engag'd his Head to reduce 
to the Caliph's Obedience, and for the greater 
Security offer'd to deliver up into his Poſle(- 
hon all the Places the Spaniards were Maſters 
of in Africa. e i 
Valid, who was inceſſantly among after 
eat Enterprizes, and who had already ren- 
er'd his Name as formidable as famous b 
the innumerable Victories and Conqueſts he had 
| | obtain d, found ſomething moſt agreeably ſooth- 
| ing in Count Julians Propoſals, and perſua- 
| ded himſelf, that this Undertaking might meet 
| with a Succeſs ſufficient. to ſatisfy; his Ambi- 
1 tion, and to enhaunce the Glory of his $75 
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With theſe flattering Hopes, after he had-load- 


lities, he ſent him back to Monſa, with an 
Order to that Governour, That he ſhould fur- 
niſn him with a ſmall Body of Troops to make 
Tryal of his Fidelity; but that, if afterwards 
he found him ſincere, and thought he could 


do it ſecurely, he ſhould aſſiſt him with the 
united Forces of all Afi rica. %% on 8 ks >, > 
Upon this Leave given him by the Caliph, 


Mouſa ſupply'd him with between Five and Six | 


Hundred Soldiers, and no more, commanded 
by Tarif Abdalahi, with all Proviſions, and 


what elſe was. neceſſary to make a Deſcent 


upon the Coaſt of Andaluſia. Count Julian, 


Munuza, and Alchaman were appointed to ſerve 


as Lieutenants under Tarif. As they had not 


far to Sail, the Moors were ſoon got acroſs 


the Straights of Gibraltar, and Tarif landed 
them at the Foot of Mount Calpe, and, with- 


out Difficulty, made himſelf Maſter - of the ' 


Town ſo call'd, which he fortify'd with all 


ligence they held with the Inhabitants. How- 


ever it happen'd, as ſoon as Tarif had got 


Poſſeſſion of it, he chang'd its Name, and call'd 
it Gexeira el Khadra, which Arabick Words im- 
ply, The Green Iſland, by Reaſon, that, at a 
Diſtance, it ſeems to be of that Colour to thoſe 
who behold it from the Sea. Since that Time 


the Spaniards have corrupted the Name, and 
cat % •UU1l“.. ð 8 
After the taking of this Town, Count Fu- 


lian ſent to all his Kinſmen and Friends to 
repair thither; and at their Arrival, he 9 
. ente 
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* It is thought, that the Sons of King 
itiza were very inſtrumental towards the ta- 
king that Place, by Means of a ſecret Intel- 


2 The HISTORY" Nen Joo: | 
tented to them, in the moſt pathetick Terttis; 
the great and eſſential Services he had done 
to King Roderic; the Ingratitude of that Mons 
ſter towards him; the Infamy with which he 
| had branded his Fam as in violating his Daugh- 
ter's Chaſtity. by baſely raviſhing her; his 
Uſurpation, his Injuftice, his Tyranny, the 
deplorable Condition of the Nobility and 'Peos 
ple, with the wretched Degeneracy and con- 
temptible State of the Gothiſ! Nation: After 
this he communicated his Deſign of dethroning 
the Tyrant, praying, intreating, and conju- 
ring them to join with him, and to lend their 
helping Hands to accompliſh an Undertaking, 
which, by the Fall of that abominable Uſurs 
per, muſt infallibly reſtore the Goths to that 
ancient Splendor which had render'd their Name 
ſo famous in the World, and which had fo 
long been vilify'd and debas e.. 
| At ſo moving a Diſcourſe they all agreed to 
| | come over to his Intereſt, and to join with 
him in his deteſtable Treaſon, and taking Arms, 
they embark d with him, and landing a Cadiz, 
they ſeiz'd upon the Place, put moſt: of the 
Inhabitants to the Sword, made Captives of 
the reſt, and enrich'd themſelves with their 
Spoils. From thence they went to ravage all 
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; the Coaſts of the Lower 3 * — 04 
| netrating into Luſitania, they pillag rot, 
| Law deſtroy'd all 15 found _ ris Way; 
| and then Count Julian, loaded with a very 
| rich Booty, left Tarif in Spain, and took Ship» 
| ping for Africa, to give an Account of his Ex- 

; 88 to Mouſa, and to demand of him a 
| larger Supply of Forces to accompliſtt the Work 
| of Iniquity he had ſo proſperouſly begun. 
I - | Mon ſa, 

if 
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nary Valour, and conſummate Experience in 

Military Affairs; not thinking it convenient 
to place an intire Confidence in à rebellious 
Fugitive, who might reconcile himſelf to his 
Soveraign by ſacrificing the Mahometan Army. 


This Precaution was very juſt, and was no 


more than what might be expected from a Per- 


ſon of Monſa's great Conduct and Prudence. 


Count Julian, extremely elated and puff 'd 
up with the proſperous Succeſs of his late Ex- 
periment, re-embark'd with Taric, and, ſtill 
carrying along with him a violent and impla- 
cable Thirſt of Revenge againſt Roderic, he 
came and caſt Anchor before Tarifa, a Mari- 
time Town of the farthermoſt Betica. The Place 


ſurrender'd at his firſt Approach, without of- 


fering to make the leaſt Reſiſtance; fo that 
it may be ſaid, That every Thing fell out an- 
ſwerable to his Wiſhes 

The News of his Arrival and Landing be- 
ing ſpread over the whole Kingdom, his Re- 
lations and Friends, with thoſe of King Vi- 
tixa s Sons, aſſembled together, in a tumul- 
tuous Manner, under Pretext of marching to 
oppoſe the Enemy, but actually came and join d 
him. The whole Province of Andalufia was, 


in a Moment, cover'd and over-ran with Swarms 


of Moors and Revolted Spaniards, all breathing 
nothing but Rapine, Blood, and Deſtruction; 
and whatever they met with in their March 


either miſerably periſh'd with the Sword, or 


was devour'd by the Flames, Their n. 
„ | : | waa 
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alone, but the whole Country is moſt inhu- 
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manly ſacrific d to their Vengeance from the 
Crimes of a ſingle Man. To the Kinſmen and 
Partiſans of Count Julian, the Sons of Ki 


M * 
1 


Vitixa join d ſo great a Number of Troops, 
that Marmol, who 1s, almoſt every where, Hy- 
perbolical in his Expreſſions, affirms, that they 
amounted to One Hundred Thouſand Men. 
King Roderic, who had hitherto beheld Count 
Fuliaus Revolt with an Eye of Indifference, 
and had deſpis d his firſt Deſcent upon the 
Coaſt, became ſenſible how very — had 
been in the Wrong, when News was brought 
him of the great Numbers of Moors that were 
now landed, that they were ravaging all the 
lower Andaluſia, and that the greateſt Part of 
the Inhabitants of that Province were come 
over to them and help'd to deſtroy the Coun- 
try. Twas then, that the Deſertion of that 
Rebel, which he had before look d upon on- 
ly as an inconſiderate raſh Action of a deſpe- 
rate Man whoſe Brain was diſtemper'd, and 
which muſt infallibly expoſe him to publick 
Deriſion and Contempt, appear d to his Ima- 
gination as an ill-boding Meteor, a Phenome- 
non of a malevolent ominous Aſpect, which 
portended inevitable Deſtruction to the whole 
State, except he put himſelf in a proper Po- 
ſture to divert that terrible Tempeſt which ſat 


lowring and rumbling over his Head: In Or- 


der to which he gave immediate Inſtructions 
to Enco (or as ſome call him Ignigo, or Inigo) 
his Couſin Germain, and General of his Ar- 
my, to march, without the leaſt Loſs of Time, 
to oppoſe the Progreſs of thoſe dangerous In- 
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and experienc'd Commander, but aſſuming and 
arrogant to the laſt Exceſs; He look d upon 
the Moors with ſo contemptible an Eye; "that 


he perſuaded himſelf, that he needed only to 


attack their Army to obtain a compleat Victo- 


2 them; and ſo ſpurr'd on by this pre- 
umptuous Aſſurance he haſten'd to come to 
Blows with them. But Fate, who had abſo- 


lutely declar'd itſelf in their Favour, decided 


the Queſtion quite contrary to his Expectation, 


the Event being the very Reverſe. His Army, 


not able to ſtand their firſt Shock, gave Way 
in a Moment, and the greateſt Part of his 
beſt Troops being cut in Pieces, the reſt be- 


took themſelves to Flight. He exerted” him. 


ſelf to make them rally, and led them on to 
Battle again in the beſt Order he could, but was 
again defeated. Reſolv'd to conquer or to die, 
he return d to the Charge a Third Time; and 


after having had the Misfortune and Mortifi- 


cation of ſeeing almoſt all the Remains of 


his Troops peri at his Feet, he was himſelf 


kilbd whilſt he was making extraordinary, tho 
fruitleſs, Efforts to ſtop the Fugitives, who, 


no longer able to reſiſt the Fury of the im- 


tuous Africans, ſought to ſave their Lives 
bh a confus'd and precipitate Retreat. 
It muſt be acknowledg d, that, in thoſe Three 
Engagements, Euco gave all eee Signs of 
an heroick and inſuperable Valour, and that, 


had he been well ſeconded, he would certain 
ly have come off gloriouſly crown'd with Law- 
rels; but his Army conſiſted wholly of a con- 
fus'd, unexperienc'd, undiſciplin d Multitude, 
got together in a Hurry, grown ſoft ond effe- 
minate for Want of Exerciſe, and with having 


— 
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abandon'd themſelves to an indolent; licentious; | 
and luxurious Life; whereas the Moors, on 
the contrary, had been, for a long Time, inur' 
to Wars, and the Hardſhips of the Field, and 
fluſh'd with the Glory of ſubduing whole Na- 
tions; or, to ſpeak the Language of all the 
Hiſtorians who have wrote of thoſe Facts, Gop, 
being juſtly irritated at the Wickedneſs. of the 
Spamards, had mark'd out the fatal Moment 
of their Deftrudtie rte 
Upon the Rumour of thoſe Three Battles 
gain'd by the Moors, an univerſal Conſterna- 
tion ſeiz d upon every Heart. Nothing was 
to be heard but Murmurings, Complaints, Las 
mentations, and Groans in every Part of the 
Kingdom. The People confounded, ſtupify'd, 
and quite diſpirited, funk down under the 
Weight of the general Stupifaction which op- 
preſs d their Faculties. Some, in lively Terms, 
expreſs their Abhorrence and Deteſtation for 
the diſorderly Life of the Tyrant, whoſe Ir- 
regularities had brought all thoſe Misfortunes 
and Afflictions upon their Country; whilſt o- 
thers were venting innumerable Imprecations 
upon Count Julian, who, to ſatisfy his Ven- 
geance upon his Daughter's Raviſher, deliver'd 
up Millions of Innocents to the Fury of the 
Infdels, and ſacrificd his deareſt Friends and 
Relations, nay, his whole Country, and, in 
fine, deſtroy'd the Worſhip of the TRUE Gop, 
to eſtabliſh Mahometiſm upon the Ruins of Chri- 
flianity. - OT HI ́? 
King Roderic, who, as has been already faid, 
had deſpisd the firſt Progreſſes of the Barba- 
rians, when he heard of the Death of his Ges 
neral, and the Loſs of his Army, he became 
throughly ſenſible of the great Danger to W 
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as he had an uncommon Share of perſonal Bra- 
very, very far from ſuffering himſelf to be 
diſhearten d, or to fink under the mortifying 
Perplexity which prey d upon his Vitals, he 
was obſerv'd to be more and more reſolute and 
determin d as the Danger increas d, and ap- 
proach'd nearer to him; that he deliver d his 


Orders with a ſurprizing Preſence of Mind, 


which evidently demonſtrated a profound: and 
conſummate ks pans gh and that he neither for- 

any one Particular which might 
ſerve to inſpire his own innate Intrepidity and 
Reſolution into the Hearts of ſuch of his Sub- 
jets as had continu'd firm in their Fidelity 
to him. Putting a noble and generous Con- 
ſtraint upon his Nature, in ſo cruel a Juncture, 
and even beyond his Strength, he, like an 
undatinted, determin'd Hero, ſurniounted that 


violent Inclination which, till then, had al- 


ways enſlavd him to Voluptuouſneſs and lux- 
urious Pleaſures, and moſt worthily acquitted 
himſelf of every Duty incumbent on a valou- 
rous Captain and a great King. He put him- 
ſelf at the Head of One Hundred "Thouſand 
Foot, and Twenty Thouſand Horſe, which he 
had rais'd with amazing Diligence, and fiercely 
march'd againſt his Enemies, his Heart replete 
with Fire, and glowing with Impatience to 
decide his Fate by a concluſive Battle : Nor 
did he wait long for an Occaſion of- coming 
to an Engagement with the Moors, whoſe Van- 
Guard he was inform'd lay encamp'd under 
the Walls of Xeres de la Frontera, which was 
anciently call'd Sadoyna, and that the reſt of 
their Army was going to pitch their Tents 
upon the South Side of the River Guadalete. 
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Upon this Intelligence, he haſten'd his March, 
and encamp'd with his Army on the oppoſite 
Bank of that River, whither he no ſooner ar- 
rivd, but the Two Sons of King Vitiza, who 
only waited a favourable Opportunity of ta. 
king a compleat Vengeance upon a deteſted 
Enemy who had injuriouſſy depriv'd them of 
their Father's Crown, quitted the Mooriſþ Camp, 
and feigning generouſly to ſacrifice their own 
private Reſentment to their Love for their 
Country and the Honour of the Nation, they 
came and join'd the Royal Army. — 5 Ro- 
deric, ſeduc'd. by thoſe falſe and deceitful Ap- 
-pearances, could not refrain from. extolling the 
Generoſity of thoſe Two Princes, and promis'd 
them, that they might depend upon all the 
Proofs of his juſt Acknowledgment they could 
wiſh for; but he was ſoon convinc'd how much 
He was to blame in ſuffering himſelf to be 
taken in the Snare which was laid for him 
by thoſe Impoſtors, nor can it be eaſily com- 
prehended how he could poſſibly be deceivd 
after the perfidious Dealing he had experienc'd 
from the falſe Julian. VV 
In the mean while both the Armies lay in 
Sight of each other, and were ſeparated only 
by the Breadth of the River. It was intirely 
the Intereſt of the Moors to decide this War 
by the Fortune of a Battle, the Loſs of which 
would be ſcarce of any Conſequence to their 
Affairs; whereas if they got the Victory, it 
muſt infallibly put them in Poſſeſſion of. one 


of the moſt flouriſhing Monarchies in all Eu- 
rope, and which, beyond Compariſon, was much 
more valuable than all their African Acquiſitions, 
and, conſequently, it infinitely imported them 
not to delay trying their Fortune in a general 
Engagement. For 
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For theſe very ſame Reaſons, King Roderic 
ought moſt carefully to have avoided it, ſince he 
hazarded all in loſing that one Battle, and 
could expect but a very moderate Advantage 
from the Victory, in caſe he chancd to car- 
ry it; whereas, on the contrary, by ſpinning 


out the Time, and keeping his Enemies in a 


continual Alarm and Suſpence, he might have 
fatigued and-perplex'd them ſo effectually, that, 
of Neceſſity, they muſt have been obligd to 
fortify, and to keep themſelves cloſe confin'd 
in that Corner they then poſſeſs'd, and from 


whence the Want of Proviſions would, undoubt- 


edly, have driven them in a very ſhort Time.. 
But the Confidence he put in the Valour of 
his own Troops, and the ſmall Caſe he made 


of an Army, in Numbers vaſtly inferior to 


his own, together with the Impatience of the 


Chriſtians to come to Blows, were ſo many 


Spurs 'which animated -his Courage and eggd, + 
him on, by ſeemingly aſſuring him of a cer 
tain and infallible Poul, With this Con- 
fidence he gave the Signal of Battle, and his 
Army immediately began to move. W 0 
The Moors, ſtill more diſpos'd than himſelf 
to ſtrike the deciſive Blow, reſolutely ſtood 
their Ground in Expectation of his advancing, 
and ſuſtain'd the Firſt furious Shock of the Spa- 
niards with great Intrepidity. The Battle was 
obſtinately diſputed wi, very bloody on both 
Sides, but the Victory inclin'd neither to one 


* 


Party nor the other. This firſt Battle was 


fought on the Eighteenth Day of Fuly, which 
happen'd on a Sunday; and for the whole ſuc- 
e Week there paſs'd not one Day with- 


out the engaging of the Two Armies, and con- 
tinually with almoſt equal Loſs on either Side; 
| TY 2 


But on the enſuing Sunday, being the Twen- 


e 


ty Sixth of the fame Month, an Accident 
happen'd which diſcompos d and confounded the 
Spaniſh Army to ſuch a Ds that it 'cau- 
ed its total Deſtruction, and the Ruin of the 
unfortunate Roderic. © „ = 25 SN 
As the Princes Eba and, Siſebert, Ning Vi. 
tiza's Sons, had only made ſhew of being re- 
concil'd to King Roderic with the Deſign of 
taking their Opportunity to pore him, they 
no ſooner F his Army to be weaken'd 


and diminith'd by the Seven ſucceſſive Battles 


he had fuſtain d, but they again deſerted him, 
and rejoin'd the Moors, carrying with them 


their Uncle Oppas, Archbiſhop cf Seville, and 


a great Number of Officers whom that wick» 
ed Prelate had corrupted, and indue'd to fall 
into the Meaſures of his treacherous Nephews. 
Amidft this unexpected Confuſion the Enem 

attack d the Gothiſh Army, and, at the F ir 
Onſet, pour'd in upon them with ſuch pro- 


digious Fury, that the Spaniards were forc'd 


to give Ground: However, they were ſoon 
rally'd, and put in Order again, by the ex» 
ceeding Diligence of their vigorous and gallant 
King, who, till then, had been indefatigably 
driving up and down in his Chariot, and di- 
ſtributing the neceſſary Orders in every Quar- 
ter; But ſeeing the Confuſion and Conſterna- 
tion his Troops were in, he immediately alight · 
ed, and putting on his Royal Robes, and ſet» 
ting the Crown upon his Head, he mounted 
on Horſeback, ruſh'd amidſt the confusd 
Throng, and rode through every Rank to en- 
deavour by pathetick expreſſive Words to in- 
faſe into the Hearts of his People that Fire 


Which ſparkled in his Eyes, and that Courage 


which 
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which animated his intrepid Soul. The Chrifti, 
ible Valour, — — 
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_ fought with an incredi 
the heroick Example ſet them by their gallant 
and indefatigable Leadeer rtr 
It muſt needs be the Subject of Wonder and 
Afﬀtoniſhment, in all Ages, how the Spaniards, 
who were ſo much urs, 7 enervated, an 
render'd effeminate 4 a long inglorious and 
luxurious Inactivity, thould manifeſt ſuch un- 
daunted Bravery againſt a warlike, victorious 
Army, accuſtom'd to triumph over Nations, 
led by a General whoſe Name was become 
famous by many great Conqueſts, and aſſiſted 
by Two Princes who imagin'd they were fight- 
ing to regain their Fathers Crown. © © 
_ .This fcarce-to-be-hop'd-for Valour of the Go- 
thih Army held the Succeſs of the Battle in 
Suſpence for a conſiderable Space: But, at 
length, f univerſal a Defection ſeizd them, 
that they ſuddenly gave Ground, and fell in- 
to Diforder, whereupon a horrible Carnage and 
Maſſacre enſued. The King was hurry'd away 
with the Fugitives, who retir'd, in the utmolt | 
Confuſion, to Aſtigia, an ancient City, which, 
by Corruption, is now call'd Exija, where they 
rally'd, united themſelves with ſome fre 
Troops which were juſt arrivd from Caftile and 
the hithermoſt Side of' the Mountains, and a+ 
gain attack'd the Enemy, whom they preſs d 
very vigorouſly, and had perhaps obtain'd the 
Victory over them, had not Count Julian, who 
had been out in Purſuit of ſome Booty, or the 
like, arrivd very opportunely to their Aſſi- 
ſtance. The Face of the Battle was immedi- 
ately chang'd upon that Traytor's Arrival; 
and, to ſay all in a few Words, the Chrifftans 
were routed and NG” cut in Pieces: There 
F 4 
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were none that eſcapd Death except a fer 
who betook themſelves to Flight, and even 
they were purſued by the Moors, who made 


Captives of a great Number of them. 
It could never be poſſitively kno hether 
or no the King was prefent at this laſt diſa- 
ſtrous Encounter, or what became of him. Ab- 
delmalec, and almoſt all the Arabian Writers, 
aſſure us, that he was ſlain in the Battle which 
was fought on the Twenty Sixth, and that all 
the Spaniſh Nobility fell with him. Others ſay, 
that ſome Soldiers carry'd the Robes, Arms, 
and Crown of that unfortunate Prince to Taric ; 
and that when the General ask'd them, what 
was become of the King, they told him, ny | 
knew not, and that they had only found thoſe 
Spoils of his in a Lake, at ſome: Miles Di- 
ſtance from the Camp, where they ſaw -abun- 
dance of Horſes drown'd; which leaves Room 
for us to conjecture that Abdelmalec is under 
a Miſtake, and the rather, becauſe Don Ma- 
muell Britto, Frier Bernard Britto, Don Thomas 
Iamaya, and Don Foſeph: Pelicier, all of them 
Authors of great Credit and Reputation, affirm, 
that after the Loſs of that Battle, King Ro- 
deric took Sanctuary in a Monaſtery near Me- 
rida, where he lay concealed for ſome Time, 
and that after having there receiv'd the Sacra- 
ment of Penitence, bitterly weeping and la- 
menting for the Irregularities of his paſt Life, 
and had given moſt edifying Signs je. a ſincere 


Repentance, he departed from thence into Por- 
tugal, to avoid falling into the Hands of the 
Moors, and retir'd into the diſmal Solitude of 
a frightful Mountain which raiſes its Head to 
look into the Weſtern Ocean, near a Place 
call'd Pederncyra, where he ſpent a whole Year 


if - 
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in Exerciſes of true Penitence, in Company 
with a pious Hermet whoſe Name was Romano, 
after which he retir' d to the Hermitage of St. Mi- 
chael, near Viſeu, where he died. 
Theſe Hiſtorians, whoſe Atteſtations are held 


in high Eſteem, are authoriz d by that of a 
certain Perſon, nam'd Ronpigne, who, in a Do- 


native he made to the Church of Notre Dame 
de Naxareth, in the Lear 1182, affirms, That, 


in pulling down an ancient Altar, the Work 


men found the Tomb of that Monarch, with this 


Inſcription, or Epitaph; Hic jacet Rudoricus ulti- 


mus Rex Gothorum. We are not ignorant, that ſe- 


veral Writers have call'd in Queſtion this Decla- 


ration which Ronpigne made in his ſaid Dona- 
tive, wherein they ſeem to have carry d Mat- 


ters beyond the Bounds of a judicious Criti- 


ciſm; foraſmuch as King Alphonſo; ſurnam'd 
The Great, in his Annals, poſſitively ſays, That, 


at the Time when his Troops were ravaging 
the Neighbourhood of Viſen, they found King 
Roderic's Tomb-Stone with the Inſcription as 
above: So that, we may venture to ſay, with- 


out incurring the Imputation of being over- 
credulous, That if this Fact is not demonſtra- 
ble by inconteſtable Proofs, it is, at leaſt, very 
probable. 3 tower e e 
Beſides the Difficulty of coming to the ex- 
act Knowledge of what became of King Ro- 
deric after the Battle of Xeres, there are like- 
wiſe Iwo other Queſtions, which have always 
caus'd great Diſputes among the Hiſtorians, 
both Ancient and Modern: And as the ex- 


plaining them is of ſingular Importance towards 
the giving to the Curious a clear and perfect 


Inſight into the Particulars of this prodigious 
Event, we believ'd that we could do nothing 
| more 
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more to the Advantage of our Readers than 
to take Notice of what has been ſaid on both 
Sides, with the Arguments which have been 
us'd to back their reſpective Opinions. The 
Firſt Queſtion is concerning the Violence done 
to Cava by King Roderic, and the Conſpiracy 
of her Father, Count Fulian : The Second is 
about the Epocha of the Battle of Leere. 

The Anonymous Andaluſian, Novieire, The 
Monk of Silos, Roderic de Toledo, Lucas de Tuy, 
and almoſt all the Spaniſb Hiſtorians, poſſitive- 
ly affirm, That Cava was raviſh'd by King 
Roderic, and that Count Julian, her Father, 
to revenge himſelf for that Indignity, introdu- 
ced the Moors into Spain, after the Manner 
we have related. But Peter of Mantona, Don 
Jaſeph Pelicier, and ſeveral other very cele- 
brated Authors, will not allow thoſe Facts to 
be true; becauſe, ſay they, neither Iſdor de 
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Badajos, Don Alphonſo the Great, nor the Chro- 


nicle of Albaida, which are the Three moſt 
ancient Monuments that treat of the Mooriſb 
Invaſion, make the leaſt mention thereof 
- To this, the Marquis de Mondejar, one of 
the moſt learned Hiſtorians that Spain ever pro- 
duc'd, replies, That thoſe ancient Authors 
„ have wrote ſo ſuccinctly concerning that 
„Event, that, notwithſtanding it ought to be 
* accompany'd with an Infinity of very me- 
* morable and remarkable Circumſtances, 0 | 
* they ſcarce take Notice even of thoſe Mat- 
* ters which are the moſt eſſential z nay, they 
are ſo negligent as not to ſpecify either the 
Names or even the Number of the Cities 
taken by the Moors from the Chriſtians, nor 
* in what Manner they took them. From 
whence he concludes, © That, ſince they 5 
© been 


ll 


„ tremely neceſſary conducive to the true 
*< Underſtanding that Hi „it ought not te 
* be at all wonder'd at, that they make no 
mention of Cava's: Rape, nor of the Count 


ber | Father's Revenge for that unſufferable 


Dr. Ferreras, who has fo long, and ſo very 
ſucceſsfully, been endeavouring to purge the 
Spaniſh Hiſtory of whatever carry'd with it the 


« Outrage.” 7 


leaſt Reſemblance of Fiction or Falſity, ſeems 


to anſwer theſe Facts in the Affirmative, 

his ſaying, That, Seeing Count Julian had 
** defended Ceuta, when it was beſieg d by Mon- 
“ ſa, with ſuch great Valour, Zeal and Re» 
< ſolution, he muſt infalliably have receiv'd 
* ſome extraordinary groſs Inſult from King 
4 Roderic to induce him to bring the Moors 
& 1nto Spain. 
no ſcruple to introduce thoſe Two Facts as the 


fatal Cauſe of the Ruin and Subverſion of the 


Gothiſh Empire, the Remembrance whereof re- 
main'd ſo deeply engraven in the Hearts of 


| the whole He Nation, that, by an wenn. 
terrupted Tradition, from Father to'Son, they 


have tranſmitted it to Poſterity. | 

If the Opinions of the Hiſtorians are diffe- 
rent as to theſe Two Particulars we have been 
treating of, they are much more ſo as to the 
Day and Year when the Battle of Nerves was 
fought. Concerning the Day, Roderic de Toledo 
ſays, that it was on the Fifth of the Ides of 
the Month, or Moon which the Arabians call 
Sbewal, in which he himſelf muſt undoubted- 
iy be very groſsly miſtaken, or elſe the Tran- 
:ribers or Editors muſt certainly have falſify d. 
his Manuſcript ; ſince it is univerſally notorious, 


that 
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For this Reaſon we have made 
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that the Ma bometams, in their Moons, or Months, 
have neither Ides, Nones, nor Kalends +: And 
we are at a Loſs to comprehend, how Mari- 
ana, to whom ſo many give the Character of 
an able and learned Hiſtorian, could ever per- 
ſuade himſelf to aver, That the Fifth Day of 
the Ides of the Arabian Month Shewal, anſwers, 
according to his Computation, to the Ninth 
of November. But what is ſtill far more ſur“ 
prizing to us, is, That Dr. Ferreras, who in 
other Reſpects is ſo very exact, and fo ſel- 
dom us d to fall into Mariana's Errors and Blun- 
ders, has likewiſe adopted this very Error; 
eſpecially, ſince he had in his Cuſtody an un- 
deniable Proof of the contrary in a long and 
learned Diſſertation, ſent him by the Abbot 
of Longuerue, upon this important Point of the 
Spaniſh Hiſtory, and which we jointly exami- 
ned, in the Preſence of Abbot Le Grand, who 
was, at that Time, Secretary to the deceas'd 
Abbot D'Eftrggs, Embaſlador from the King of 
France to His Catholick Majeſty. 34 Rim 
Nor is Mariana the only Hiſtorian that has 
err'd in this Point. Some take for the Epo- 
cha of this memorable Event the Fourth of Sep- 
tember: Some others the Seventh of the fame 
Month:“ But Garibay makes appear the Falſi- 
ty of both thoſe Opinions, inaſmuch as, by 
eir own Aflertions, the Battle was fought on 
a Sunday, viz. Die Dominica quinto Idus menſis 
Schewal, as Father Pagi has perfectly well ob- 
ſerv'd in his Remarks upon the Abbot of Lon- 
guerues Memoirs, whereof that notable Critick 
Barons, properly ſpeaking, is only the bare 
Tranſlator: © And fo, ſays Garibay, if that 
Battle happen'd upon the Fourth of Septem- 
= ber, as theſe ignorant Annaliſts falſely 1 
74 | <* tend, 
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tend, it muſt, of Neceſſity, have been on 
< the Meſday; and if it fell out upon the 
< Seventh, it muſt abſolutely have been on the 
Friday, and not on the Sunday, according 
to the Dominical Letter for that Tear, which 
But notwithſtanding, Garibay himſelf is very 
much to blame for leaving his Readers doubt- 
ful in what Month the Battle was fought; for 
had he but given himſelf the Trouble of exa - 
| mining Tfdor de Badajos, a Contemporary: Au- | 
thor, NVovieire, and all the Arabian Mriters, 
he would have found, that King Roderic was 
defeated by the Moors on the Iwenty Eighth 
Day of that Month which the Arabian call 
Ramadam, which anſwers to the Twenty Sixth 
of July, and not at all to the Ninth of No- 
vember, any more than it does to the Fourth 
or Seventh of September, as has been plainly 
and indiſputably demonſtrated by the learned 


and judicious Abbot of Longuerue. Nor are the 


Opinions one Tot leſs different about the Year, 
than they are about the Day, whereon this 
- memorable Battle happen'd: And as it is one 
of the moſt material and important Points to 
regulate the Chronological Order of all the 
Dynaſties which have been ſince 'eftabliſh'd 
in Spain, we ſhall take Notice of the Epocha's 
of each Writer upon this Subject, and reject 
ſuch as ſhall appear falſe and erroneous. 
The Chronicle of Albaida, the Annals of Al- 
cala and of Toledo, place King Roderic's De- 
feat in the Ara 752. The Chronicle of Tria 
fixes that Princes Death in the ra 748. 
The Monk of Silos places it under the ra 
717, which Dr. Ferreras ſuppoſes to be an Er- 
ror of the Tranſcriber, and that inſtead of 1, 


he 
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he ſhould have put 4, and have made it 745; 
_ . and not 717, it being hardly credible, - that 
an Author FA well vers'd in Chronology as. he 
was, could ever have been guilty of ſo great 
an Inconſiſtency as to make an Anacromſm 
of go, or 31 Years. El Idriſe places it in the 
Lear of the Hejira 90, Mabomet Abou Giafar 
in the Year of the Hejira 93, as do likewiſe 
the Anonymous Audaluſtan, and El-Mancin, Mas 
bomet-Abategui, Sayed Aben-Batric, Mabomet-El- 
Hagan, Iſmael- Al mohared · Hamandadec, Georgio 
Amiazen, Abow'l Aſſumi, Iſmael Sciabinſciab, all 
ancient Oriental Authors. el | 
Iſdor de Badajos, the moſt ancient Spaniſh 
Writer of all who have treated upon this Sub- 
ject, and the Annals of Compoſtela fix the Epocha 
of the Downfal of the Gothic Empire under 
the ra 750, the Fifth Year of the Emperor 
 Fuſtinian's Reign, in the Caliphate of Valid the 
Firſt, and in the 92d Year of the Hejira of 
the Arabians: And Pelicier, Marca, the Chro- 
nicle of Alphonſo the Third, the Marquis de 
Mondejar, with all the modern Authors who 
pretend to underſtand the Oriental Calculation, 
adopt this laſt Opinion, and make it appear, 
that Mariana, and all the Hiſtorians who — 
follow'd his Sentiments, are groſsly miſtaken 
in fixing the Mooriſb Invaſion in the Year 714, 
eſpecially becanſe it is indifputably certain, 
that the Year 92 of the Arabian Hejira moſt 
exactly anſwers the Year of Our Loxp 711. 
To be throughly convinc'd of the Truth of 
this Aﬀertion, it & ſufficient 'only to conſider 
the Circumſtances which preceded, and accrom- 
_ pany the Irruption of the Moors into Spain. 
It is moſt certain, that Kang Witiza died 
in the Year 710; and that a little after = 
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Death King Roderic raviſh'd Count Fulian's 


Daughter, at the Time when that unhappy 


Father was in Africa; that ſhe ſent him an 
Expreſs to inform him of the Misfortune which 
had happen'd to her; that Count Julian, en- 
rag d againſt the Injurer of his Daughter's Hon - 
our, and burning with Impatience to be re- 
veng d, haſtily paſs'd-over to Spain, where he 
— but a ſhort Stay; that returning to Afri- 
ca, without loſing a Moment of Time, he 


went to Damaſcus to make Propoſals to the 


Caliph Valid of attempting the Conqueſt of 


Spain; that he ſoon return d back to Africa, 


and preſently embark'd with No in Order 
to make a Deſcent upon the Coaſts of Andes 
dalufia; that immediately after he went to ac- 
quaint Mouſa with the Succeſs of his Expedi- 
tion; that, without Delay, he re-embark'd 


with Taric, and ſoon after their Landing this 


deciſive Battle was fought. Now in that In- 


terval of Time which interven d between the 
Rape of his Daughter and the End of the Year 
211, Count Julian might very eaſily have ef- 

. fected all this, conſidering the ſmall Diſtance of 
the Places one from the other, having an 
S. 


the Straights of Gibraltar to paſs and repa 


 Befides, we ſhould obſerve, that had he de- 
ferr'd his Enterprize of introducing the Moors 


into Spain, from 710, to 714, his Confpiracy 
could never poſſibly have 1 — kept ſo fecret, 


but that King Roderic muſt certainly have had 
Intelligence of his Motions, and would not 
have fail d to take all neceſſary Meaſures to- 
wards preventing the direful Effects thereof; 
whereas, by the Atteſtations and Authority of 
all the Hiſtoriographers, as well Ancient as 
Modern, King Roderic was ſurpriz'd n 
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and at the very Inſtant, when, ſeducd and 
impos'd upon by the Impoſtures and Inſinu- 
ations of the revengeful Count Julian, he was 
himſelf preparing to carry a War over to Afri- 
ca; all Which is an evident Proof, that this 
| Epocha of Mariana is as falſe and erroneous as 
are many other Particulars which he has in- 
terſpers'd throughout his whole Hiſtory, and 
which we ſhall confute, and take Care to re- 
Qify in the Sequel. But it is high Time to 
return to our Narration, which we thought ne- 
ceſſary to interrupt with this Digreſſion, in 
Order to reꝑgulate and re-eftabliſh our Chro- 
nology, which Mariana has: ſtrangely confound- 
ed from the firſt Settlement of the Spaniſh Mo- 
narch down to the Thirteenth Century. 
- After the Spaniards had loſt that fatal Bat- 
| tle, the firſt Care Iaric took was to make 
lure of their rich Spoils, and then he march'd 
away, in all Diligence, to Afigia, which is 
now call'd Ezija, and took it by Aſſault. When 
he had done this, by the Advice of Count Fu- 
lian, he divided his Army into Four Bodies, 
in Order to get Poſſeſſion of the moſt impor- 
tant Places before the Spaniards ſhould be able 
to re-unite their diſpers'd, fugitive Troops, or 
to raiſe and get together new Recruits to op- 
ſe them. The Sons of King Vitixa, aſſiſted 
y their Uncle Oppas, Archbiſhop of Seville, 
(and who, contrary to all Canonical Rules, 
had uſurp'd the Title of Archbiſhop of Toledo, un- 
der Favour of thoſe inteſtine Diſorders) march'd 
towards Malaga, and made themſelves Maſters 
of' that City without any Oppoſition. - From 
thence they went to [liberis, an ancient City, 
the Ruins whereof are ſtill to be ſeen on the 
Top of Mount Elvira, about Two Leagues from 
HR: - e Granada 
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Granads, - and not far ſom the Road which 
leads to Cordona. All the Cities of that Neigh» 
bourhood met with the fame Fate. Grdona 
itſelf, notwithſtanding its advantageous Situa / 


tion, and the Strength and-Thickneſs of its 


Walls, could not avoid falling under the Po-wer 
of the Infidels, oe Reaſon of a private Cor- 
reſpondende which a certain Renegade, nam d 
Mageytar, | held with ſome of the Inhabitants 
of that Place, who, making no Scruple of be - 


traying their Country, found Means, one Night. 


to give Admittance to ſome of his Men at a 
Breach in the Wall, who by Help of their Tur- 
bants, which, being rent and tied together, 
they us d inſtead of Ropes to be drawn up by; 


which done, they made Shift, by forcing pen 
the Gate call'd Anſaron, to let in Mageytar 


and the reſt of his Followers; who were no ſooner | 
enter d into the City but they began to put to 


Fire and Sword all that came in their Way, 


except ſome r Citizens, wo, 
with a noble Reſentment and Diſdain, as be- 
ing aſham' d to find themſelves * to be 
reduc'd to the miſerable Neceſſity of ſubmit- 
ting to the Toke of ſuch 3 Maſter 
choſe a Leader from among themſel 

retir d to St. George's —— which they for- 
tify'd, and defended themſelves therein, with 
moſt heroick Valour and Reſolution, fir Three 
Months, but their Chief, having  pevately, 
mounted his Horſe and rode out, in Order to 


rtunately taken Priſoner, which encourage 
the Moors to make a fierce Aſſault upon the 
Church, and, forcing: the Gate, they broke 
in and maſſacred, or made Captives, all that 


* 
* 


were there, Upon which Account that Church 


Vor. I. 


- we 


ves, ang 


et ſome Aſliſtance from Abroad, he was un- 
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1 9 55 of the whole Province of the Upper Arle eſe 
the immenſe: Riches: whereof were not ſuffici- 
ent te fatiate the E ton thoſe-Blood- 
thirfty#? Gonquerors, *: went to ſuch 
an exceſſive Length, 3 phe wut” having the 
leaſt 'Repard: either to Sex, or Condition 
they -facrifie'd to their" darkly "both Young 
and Old, Virgins and Infants, Wives and Wi- 
dows, Nobless and Plebeians, Priefts,, Religi- 
ous, "and: Seculars. Horror and Conſternation, 5 
Sword and Fire, Irreligion and Impiety, Rapes 
and Devaſtations, Extortions and Violence, Cru- 
elty and T. ranny, an d, in 4 Word, all the 
moſt horrib e Tnhvinanitvs imaginable were ex- 
ercisd in Order to reduce a People” already 
vanquiſh'd, di _ loſt, andrii's, - with- 
out King, without' Leader, and without For- 
ces, wh in that their General Diſgrace and 
Calamity, eſteem d themſelves-'but-too ha 

i they could find Means to preſerve u lan 

ing wretched Life at the Expenee of their de 
Subſtance, Moſt deplorable was the Caſe of 
thoſe who offer'd to make the leaſt Reſiſtance; 
Death and the Deſtruction of their Cities were 
inevitable. Tis impoſſible to write che Miſe- 
ries of the Inhabitants of Ezija: * ſhed- 
ding Tears. The Fathers Tepes and Ro 4, ſpeak- 
Ing of that unhappy” City, affirm; ag an in- 
conteſtable Truth, That the Nuns of the Cons 
vent of St. Plorentina, perceiving that tio Place 
was a Sanctuary, nor any Thin held Sacred 
by thoſe impious Unbelievers, - rehend- 
mg leaft they ſhould attempt upon" their Cha- 
_Kity, + they ——— cut and gall'd their Fa- 
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ces with Knives to make themſelves appez 
frightful and deform'd. This enrag'd the I 
to ſuch a Degree, that they cut them all in 
Pieces. In one Word, that opulent Province, 
which heretofore made ſo ſhining a Figure by 
the Beauty of its proud Cities, and ſtately 
Edifiees, and was once ſo flouriſhing by the 
great Number of its wealthy Traffickers, in 
à few Days became the bloody Theater of infi- 
nite Maſſacres, and a vaſt Deſart ſmoaking | 
with innumerable-Conflagrations. 
Nic, elated with ſuch ftupendious Succeſs, 712. 
turn'd his victorious Arms againſt the King- 
dom of Murcia, imagining he ſhould be able 
to reduce it with the ſame Facility as he had 5 
done thoſe of Jaen, Granada, and Cordona, but | 
he was deceiv'd in his Expectations: For Thee 
domir, one of the principal Grandees of the 
Realm, who had eſcap'd from the Battle of 
Xeres, getting together ſome few Troops of 
the miſerable Remains of the unfortunate King 
Roderic's Army, retir d into Murcia, where, join- 
ing with the Inhabitants of that Country, they 
form'd a ſmall flying - Camp, which, tho it 
was not of ſufficient Force to put an intire 
Stop to the Progreſs of their barbarous Ene- 
mies, yet it ſerv'd very effectually to obſtruct, 
in ſome Meaſure, the Impetuoſity of their wont- 
ed rapid Courſe, and not fail' of deſtroy- 
ing great Numbers of them by Ambuſcades 
which they continually laid to ſurprize them. 
But as he had no Proſpect of Aſſiſtance, and 
the "Mooriſh Army increas'd every Day more 
and more by freſh Supplies of Men, he was 
oblig'd to ſhelter himſelf and to lie conceal'd 
1 in unfrequented Woods and Mountains, which 
fl gave Taric the Opportunity of laying Siege s 
3 es aac. 
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which goes by the Name of, The Kingdom of 
Murcia) where he met with ſuch a vigorous 
Repulſe, that Noderic de Toledo aſſures us, 
That, tie Inhabitants, after they had ſuſtain d 
the Brunt of ſeveral: Aſſaults, wherein they 
gave ſuch Proofs of Intrepidity and Reſolu- 
tion as coſt the Beſiegers very dear, they 
caus d the Women to put on Mens Cloaths, 
and in that Equipage to appear upon the Ram- 


4 


parts: This ſurpriz'd the Moors ſo much, that, 


mimagining the Garriſon to be twice as 'ſtron 


as it really was, or than they had at fir 


ſuppos'd it to be, they made ſuch advantageous 


Propoſals to the Beſieg'd, that it ſeem'd as if 
the Victors had receivd Laws from” the Con- 


quered. From Murcia thoſe Barbarians: honed 


own upon Aureola, which is now call'd Ori- 


guela or Oribuela, which Place they took by 
Aſſault, and utterly demoliſh'd, even to the 


very Foundations. The whole Coaſt of Anda- 
lufia, from Cadiz up to the Kingdom of Va- 
lencia, having been ſubdued,  Taric-'penetrated 
into the Heart of Spain; and after he had made 
himſelf Maſter of the eee i which now goes 
under the Denomination of La Mancha, he 
went and preſented himſelf before Toledo, the 
Metropolis of the Gothiſb Empire, and laid Siege 
to that Capital City. - 5003 bows 55 
The Hiſtorians do not agree as to the Man- 
ner of the Moors getting Poſſeſſion of that im- 
portant Place. Archbiſnop Roderic, whoſe Au- 
thority we have ſuch frequent Occaſion to make 
Uſe of, ſays, That the Fews who were ſet 


Hed there, either as an Effect of the inveterate 
and implacable Hatred they bore the Chri/tiang, 


* 


or elſe in Hopes to 


„ 


skreen themſelves * 
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Book II. I 
the Inſults of the victorious Moors, opemd the 
City Gates to them at the firſt Summons... In 
Contradiction to which Aſſertion, Lucas de Tuy 
_ affirms} That the Inhabitants, tho few in Num- 
ber, plac'd ſo great a Confidence in the Strengtn 
df their Walls, that they bravely ſtood the 
Siege for ſeveral Months, and might have main- 
tain'd it ſtill much longer had they always 
continu'd vigilant in guarding their Gates: But 
that on Paln- Sunday, having abandoffd the Ram - 
parts to go in Proceſſion in one of the Suburbs, 
the Fews introduced the Enemy into the Town 
while the Chriſtians were performing their De- 
votions in St. Lucadia's Church. 5 


7 


_ - Piſa and Alcogar, who wrote the Hiſtory of 
this Metropolis, do not only reje& theſe Opi- 
nions, but even introduce others of their own 
ſo far repugnant to all Probability of Truth, 
that the illuſtrious Marquis de Mondejar, in the 
Fourth Chapter of his learned 'Ecclefraftical Diſ- 
ſertations, expoſes all their Falſity to publick 
View; ſo that, notwithſtanding Mariana ſeems 
to authorize them, we only mention them as 
the Products of ill-digeſted Notions and Con- 
jectures, and ſhall have Recourſe to what. has 
been written, upon this Subject, by Dr. Fer- 
reras, who, by the Confeſſion and Atteſtation 
of all Men of the profoundeſt Literature, is 
the Perſon who has, far better than any o- 
ther Writer, diſintricated the Confuſion which 
had been introduc'd into the Hiſtory of his 
Country by the Variety of Sentiments and Opi- 
nions; and if we, in any Reſpect, diſſent from 
him, it is only in Regard to that Exror of 
his, where he makes 'Monſa to be the Gene- 
ral who commanded at the Siege of Toledo z 
whereas it was, beyond all Diſpute, Tarzc who 
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took it, according to the Atteſtations of eve- 
2 one of the Arabian Writers, which has been 
o demonſtratively explain'd by the learned 
Abbot of Longuerue, that we are at a Loſs to 
comprehend how a Man of' ſuch notable Know- 
ledge and Intel om as is Dr. Ferreras, ſhould 
ever be guilty of ſo groſs a Miſtake as to pre- 
fer the Authority of the Spaniſh Hiſtorians be- 
fore the Sentiments of that = Man; after 
that, in the Year 1703, we had ſo fully con- 
vinc'd him, that Monſa never left Africa, to 
paſs over into Spain, till a long while after Ta- 
7ic had conquer'd the Two Caftiles,* the King- 
dom of Valencia, with Part of Luſſtania and 
Galicia. As to all the reſt, what he fays of 
the Siege and Taking of Toledo, is all fo e- 
actly conformable to the Memoirs we commu- 
nicated to him from the Abbot of Longuerue, 
that we ſhould imagine ourſelves to be un- 
faithful to the Veracity of the Hiſtory if we 
did not impart theſe Particulars with the ſame 
Frankneſs and Fidelity as he delivers them. 
Upon the Rumour of Tarzc's Approach, the 
Majority of the Inhabitants of Ioledo, percei- 
ving themſelves not to be in a Condition to 
make Head againſt a triumphant Victor, who 
made all Things ſubmit to his Laws, retird 
into that Part of Spain which goes by the Name 
of, The Kingdom ef Leon, and into Old Ca- 
file, as far as the Mountains of Afnria, ta- 
king with them all the Bodies of thoſe Saints 
who had been intomb'd in the City, to pre- 
vent their being prophan'd by the Þyfidels, as 
they were aceuſtom'd to do whereſoever they 
came. The Relicks of the Bodies of St. Eu- 
Lene and St. Julian were conceal'd in a cer- 
tain Church in Aſturia, near the „ 


= The Body 97 t. Ildefon ſo, with his Wri- 
tings, and thoſe of St. Idor, and owe ae | 
many other Books, were depoſited in the Ca- 
thedral Church at Zamora. It is likewiſe! ſup- 
pos d that the Relicks of St. Lucadia were car- 
ried into the Affurian Mountains, where they 
continu'd till they were tranſported into Fance, 
and from thence to Flanders. - Mariana pre- 
tends, that Urban, rw 44 of Toledo, was 
the Perſon: who ſav'd-thoſe' holy Relicks from 
the Violence of the Moors, but that Hiſtorian 
is groſsly miſtaken, ſince all Authors of any 
Credit agree in affirming, That, at that Jun- 
cure, | the See of Toledo was poſſeſsd by a 
Creature of King Vitiza, whoſe Name was Sin- 
dered, who intirely ow'd his Advancement to 
that Prince's Favour, and whoſe Vices and Diſ- 
orders he conniv'd at by a criminal Silence, 
and who, with a Puſillanimity moſt unworthy 
his Character, no ſooner heard that the City | 
was likely to be befieg'd, but he betook him- 
ſelf to an 1nglorious Flight, and getting in- 
to Italy with the utmoſt' Diligence, he baſe- 
ly left his Flock expos'd to the Fury of de- 
vouring Wolves. The principal Lords of the 
Senate, or Council, perceiving it would be 
abſolutely impoſſible for them to eſcape either 
Death or Captivity, departed likewiſe from 
the City in all Haſte 3 but Taric having caus'd 
them to be purſu'd by a Party of — com- 
manded by the infamous Oppas, Arehbiſhop 


of Seville, they were overtaken and ſacrific d 
to the Vengeance of that deteſtable Prelate, 
out of the Hatred he had concei vd againſt 
them for refuſing to give their Conſents for 
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the ſetting one of King Fitiza's Sons upon 
. . WET OS 
Jari ſent a Meſſage to the Inhabitants to 
ſummon them to ſurrender, promiſing that he 
would grant them very good Quarter; but 
not finding them over-much diſpos d to obey 
his Orders, he laid a formal Siege to the Ci- 
PA and began to batter the Walls in fo ho- 
Mile a Manner, that he ſoon them com- 
prehend, that they might expect to be trea- 
ted with the utmoſt Rigour and Severity, in 
Caſe they put him to the Trouble of redu- 
cing them by Force of Arms; inſomuch, that 
finding themſelves my incapable of making 
a ſuitable Defence, and being very ſenſible 
after what Manner the Places which were ta- 
ken by Aſſault had been treated, they deman- 
ded to capitulate.” But as they had been in- 
form'd, That Taric's Captains ſacrilegiouſly vi- 
olated every Condition of the Treaties they 
had made with thoſe who had ſurrender'd up- 
on Compoſition, they inſiſted, that the Faith 
of the General himſelf ſhould be engag'd for 
the Performance of the Articles which ſhould 
be drawn up, which was readily comply'd with. 
It was agreed, I. That they ſhould enjoy the 


: 


free Exerciſe of the Chriftian Religion in the 


Churches of St. Lake, St. Fuſtus, St. Torquatus, 
St. Mark, St. Eulalia, St. Sebaſtian, and Our La- 
dy of Alfgen, which laſt is now the Metro» 
133 II. That they ſhould pay to the (a- 
liph the ſame Duties that they were accuſtom'd 
to pay to the Gothiſþ Kings, and that no new 
Tributes ſhould be impos'd upon them. III. That 
the ancient Laws and Statutes of the Cit 
 ſhouldremainn their full Force, and that in all 
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Cauſes they ſhould be judg'd by Magiſtrates 
„ ts EI IR EO 
_  Abdelmalec ſays „ Ihat in the Cathedral 
Church there was found a Table richly adorn'd 
with Gold and precious Stones, valued at Five 
Hundred Thouſand Crowns. Some pretend, that 
it was the ſame upon which  Jesvs CHRIST 
ſupp'd with his Aros TI ES. Aben Raſhid will 
needs have it to have belong d to King Solomon. 

After the Articles of the Capitulation were 
drawn up, agreed to, and fign'd, Taric, in the 
Calipb's Name, took Poſſeſſion of the City, and 
plac'd therein a Mooriſb Garriſon, who liv'd 
with the natural Inhabitants in a tolerable 
good Underſtanding, upon which Account, the 
Chriftians of Toledo, in Proceſs of Time, came 


to be calld * Muzarabes, a Term upon which 


the Marquis de Mondejar, Aldarete, and ſeve- 
ral other Hiſtorians have made very learned 
Explanations, which we have not thought re- 
quiſit to ſet down, to avoid over-loading our 
Hiſtory with Circumſtances which are foreign 
or indifferent to the Object we have in View, 
and have propos d to treat of. e e 

When the City of Toledo was thus 'reduc'd 
to the Obedience of the Moors, their wo 


— — — — 
 _* Whatever theſe Explanations may be, I am not able to 
give any Account of them, not having any of thoſe Gentlemen s 
Works by me. But I can aver, of my own certain Know- 
ledge, that the Word ought to be Moſtaarabeen, and that the 
Spaniards moſt inbumanly Barbarize abundance of the Arabick 
Words they lay hold on. Its Signification is no other t 

Sueh, who, by long Converſation and Cohabitation with the 
Arabians, are become perfectly well vers'd in their Language 
and Manners, and, as it were, Naturaliz d; and, if 1 aw 
not miſtaken, Mariana, Garibay, and other Spaniſh Aut hort, 
A2. TY to the ſame Purport. In the Singular it is Me- 
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ral Taric/march'd at the Head of his Army 


to go and make a Conqueſt of the remaining 


Fart of the Curpetania, which has ſince been 
known under the Denomination: of the King- 


N rene 


vince was miſerably over-ran with Barbarians. 


Valeria and Avesbriga, in former Times Epiſ- 
ceopal Cities, and highly celebrated in Hiſto- 


ry, became a Prey to the Conquerors. It is 


not poſitively known whether they ſurrender d 
upon Capitulation, or whether they made a 


vigorous Reſiſtance; but there is abundance of 
Probability that they were carry'd by Aſſault, 
becauſe Taric caus d them to be ras'd and laid 


level with the Ground: So that, at preſent, 
the Geographers are ſtrangely puzzled to fix 


upon the Places where they formerly ſtood; 
and after all their Scrutiny and Calculation 


upon what Authors have written concerning 


thoſe eminent Cities, they can, at beſt, but 
barely conjecture that they were ſituated ſome- 
where in the Neighbourhood of Cuenca. + 
In the Interim that Taric was maki 


prodigious Progreſſes in the Heart of Spain, the 
roops which he had ſent into Lnſitania were 
buſy in deſtroying that Province with moſt 


horrible Ravages and Devaſtations. Yiſeu and 
Lanego yielded upon . Compoſition, --w 
they eſcap'd thoſe miſerable Calamities whic 


ſo many Cities underwent only for offering to 
defend themſelves againſt the Barbarians, and 
whoſe Walls were infallibly demoliſh'd and the 
Inhabitants mhumanly maſlacred. + 
Iaric, with his Army, tir'd out with the 


and, if I may be permitted to uſe the Ex- 


en, . grown Bebe dd the. Burton wo 
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ng ſuch 


long Marches he had been oblig'd to make, 
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his glorious Coriqueſts, reſted for fome Days 
in the Curpetania, after which he advanc d to- CO 
wards Old Caſtile, whither the- fugitive Inhas ö 

bitants of New Caſtile had fled: for Sanctuary. 
He put all that he found in his Paſſage to | 
Sword and Fire, and deſtroy'd all the Tewngs 
he got Poſſeſſion of, and, with à ſurprizing 
Rapidity, went on and planted the Mabome- 
tan Standard in the City of Maya, ſituated at 
the Foot of the Mountains of Burgos. No Part 
of all Spain, except the Aſturian Mountains, 
was capable of putting a Stop to the Impe- 
tuoſity of his Progreſs: Nay, it is even be- 
liev'd, that he might have added theſe very 
Mountains to his other Conqueſts would he 
but have been at the Pains of attacking them. 
But whether it was that he preferr'd the Con- 
queſt of the Weſtern Parts of both the Caſtiles 
to that of a barren, comfortleſs Country as 
that is, it is very certain, that he paſs d no 713. 
farther than NMI)I.. 
This Martial General, ſeeing | that his En- 
terprize had been attended with Conſequences 
far more ſucceſsful than what he could have 
reſum d to aſpire to, even in Hopes, thought 
imſelf bound in Duty to render an Account 
of his Proceedings and Adminiſtration to his 
Superior Commander, Mouſa; and the ſooner 
to engage him to come over and partake of 
the Glory and Advantage which muſt 'accrue 
to their Nation from that famous Expedition, 
he repreſented to him the immenſe Wealth 
of the Country, and with how little Difficul- 
2 might get the whole into his Poſleſ> 
ion. He painted out the Spaniards as an ef- 
feminate, diſpirited, terrify'd, vagabond Peo- 
ple, miſerably diſpers d ſince they had * 
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King, and far fitter to carry Fetters upon their 
Legs than to bear Weapons in their Hands. 
In a Word, he gave him to underſtand, That 

| if he would not ſpeedily come over himſelf 

to ſtrike the finiſhing Stroke, and compleat 
the Ruin of the Gothiſþ Empire, he would him- 
ſelf undertake it, and anſwer for the Perfor- 
mance. thereof with his' own Head, and that 
in a very ſhort Space of Time; but ſtill with 
the Proviſo, that he would furniſh him with 
neceſſary Recruits of Men, having been obli- 

ged to diminiſh his Army by employing a 

conſiderable Part of his Troops in Garrifons to 
ſecure the ſeveral Cities, Ic. he had thought 
fit to preſerve undemoliſh'd, and to keep in his 
own Poſſeſſion. FFF 
- Monſa,, upon this Intelligence, and thoſe 
ſoothing Expectations, found his Foible ſo agree- | 
aubly flatter d, that, without the leaſt Hefita- 
tion, he immediately determin'd to croſs the 
Straights into Spain, which he did at the Head 
of Eighteen Thouſand Africans; being intire- 
ly convinc'd, that the Reduction of ſo opu- 
lent a Kingdom was an Enterprize fully fſuf- 
ficient at once to ſatisfy both his boundleſs 
1 and his inſatiable Thirſt after Ri- 
ches. 33533 
Being arriv'd at Gibraltar, where he land- 
ed, he call'd an Aſſembly of his moſt expe- 
rienc'd Commanders, to conſult with them 
which were the propereſt Methods to be ta- 
ken in Order to compleat the Deſtruction of 
the Goths, and to bring them under the moſt 
ſervile, abject, and infamous Bondage that it 
could be imagin'd one of the fierceſt and 
moſt warlike Nations in the Univerſe could 
poſſibly ever be reduc d; and they came to the 
6 | | Reſolution | 
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Reſdlution of riot leaving behind them one 
Place that might be capable of cauſing: any 
Diſturbance in the already vanquiſh'd Provin- 


make ſure of the Places of the greateſt Strength 
before they advanc'd into the Heart of the 
Mariana ſays that Count Fulian was with 
him, el to pay him a Viſit, 7 either 
in Expectation of receiving ſome greater Fa- 
vours at his Hands, or elſe to prepoſſeſs him 
to the Prejudice of Taric, with whom he had 
lately contracted a Sort of a Miſunderſtanding; 
and upon this Subject that Author moralizes 
very notably, and the Redundancy of his fruit- 
ful Genius furniſhes him with many ſingular 
Reflexions upon the Fate of Traytors. Had the 
ancient Hiſtorians made the leaſt Mention of 
this Interview, we ſhould have reported it for 
Matter of Fact; but as there is not ſo much 


as one Syllable ſaid about it we leave our Rea - 


ders to their Liberty either to believe or re- 
ject it. But however that was, Monſ⸗ a attack- 
ed Medina- Sidonia, an Epiſcopal City, and 
which is reputed to have been heretofore one 
of the largeſt and moſt conſiderable Cities of 
all Andaluſa. The Inhabitants, at the Begin 
at laſt, were fore d to ſurrender. From thence 
Mou ſa went and laid: Siege to Carmona, which 
was anciently one of the ſtrongeſt and beſt 
fortify d Places in the whole Provinge. The 
Siege held a long Time, and the Inhabitants 
made ſo valiant and vigorous a Defence, that 
the ſame, Mariana, by the Authoritys of Ro- 
deric: de. Toledo, ſays, That, in Order. to get 
Poſſeſſion of it, unt Julian Was oblig d to 
mw . 3 . 2 -» * : - 5 deceive 


Shew - of great Reſolution, but, 
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deceive the Beſſeged, by feigning to ** "I 
me Enemy's Camp, and to demand Sanctua ary 
in the Town; into which he was introduc'd 
at one of the Gates, call'd The Gate of Cor- 
dona, and that this was the Occaſion of their 
Ruin, becauſe that perfidious Traytor found 
| Means to let i in the Moors, and to make them | 
Maſters of that important City. 
©  Rafrs, the Mooriſh Hiſtorian, or to ſpeak more | 
properly, the — Romancer, who has ham- 
mer d but a pretended Hiſtory of the Invaſion | 
of Spain by the Africans, relates this Adven- 
ture after a quite different Manner, both as | 
to the Time when it happen d, and the Cir- 
cumfſtances of the Execution. As to the Time 
be ſays," That this Place was not taken till | 
after the Interview which Turic had with Mon- 
ſa at Toledo; and as to the Manner, in which | 
the Fact was tranſacted, he aſſures us, That 
Count FJulian's Soldiers, "inſtead of ſeeming to F 
be Deſerters, and demanding Refuge, ſlipp d | 
into the Town diſguis d like Merchants, car- i 
rying with them the Arms wherewith the Place 
was taken. Had we receiv'd this Account from 4 
any other Hand but that of the fabulous Ra- 
we might have given ſome” Credit to it; | 
it ſince whatever has been tranſmited to Po- 
| 


fieritye by that Impoſtor is no other than a 

8 of Fictions and Fables, we can- 

not place the leaſt Confidence in his Relation 

of this Fact, or at leaſt we can only look up- 

on it as very dubious, tho', in the Main, 

G's is nothing very” extraordinary” in the 

2 

- Cowell being thus ike, Monſe' nd 

ed down upon Seville, the Metropolis of that 

Province, and his Approach fuld the Inhabt- 
bann 
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de mu of beit —— able to make any tole- 
Faance, they "ſeeretly withdrew them- 


E and retir'd-*t6- % in Luſitania, inſo- 


much that the Enemies having füund that Ci- 
yy wholly Seren eee re-peop 41 * with Moore 


eſe, having nothing s u tor bs RR 


daluſu, Paſs d . cer Mountain, oalhd Sie- 
3 Morena, and went to attack Merida, the 


Capital of a rer a very ancient City, and 
8 oman' Colony, which owes its Foundation 


to Julius Ceſar, its Name to Au ue, and its 
Inereaſe and Grandeur to all th 


ſucceeding 


Emperors, who, with Emulation, apply*d'them- 
ſelves to render it the great teſt, 4 5 


and e wealthieſt" e in a Na The 
Length and Magnificenee of its Bridge, Two 


Thouſand. Turrets which flank d its jofty Walls, 


ber of 18 Inhabitants had gain'd it the parti“ 
cular Regard and Eſteem ot all Nations; and 


notwithſtanding it had been ſeveral Times ta- 
ken and ruin d by the Gothe, and the other 


Northern Nations, wile they were difputi 
for the Soveraignt' of Spain, yet it {till re- 


tain'd moſt beautiful and venerable Remains to 


ay an Idea of its former Splender; and, in 
ite of the abject Degeneracy of the Spani- 


de, the Citizens of Merida had. not whos 


1 loft. that heroick Valour which, in the Time 


dn eee ue 


its ſtately noble Aqueducts, and the vaſt Num- 5 


o the Roman Emperors, had gain'd them the 


glorious Title of Emerites, which was never 

grated to any but thoſe who ere exellent i in 
rtial Exerc and Feats of Arms. 

_ They... ſcarce, perceiv'd the Moors ap zproach- 
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undaunted Reſolution, they fiercely ** out 
| to engage them: Buf-being ſpurr'd. on by che 
too great Vehemency of that Ardour Which 
animated their generous Breaſts, they advan- 
ced in ſuch irregular Order, that notwithſtand- 
ing all their Courage and Intrepidity, they 
were repuls d, routed, and oblig d to retreat 
in much Confuſion and Precipitation. Maria- 
na, and many other Hiſtorians, affirm, That, 
Monſa, having poſted himſelf on the Top of 
an Eminence to obſerve the Greatneſs and Si- 
tuation of the City, it appear d, in his Sight, 
ſo very large and beautiful, that he ſaid, Ibat 
the Inhabitants of the whole Earth were aſſembled 
to people that (ity. And that, by an Excla - 
mation which expreſs d his great Admiration, 
he pronounc'd out aloud theſe Words; How ex- 
quiſttely happy muft that Man be who can obtain 
n of this noble City! ũ õ —_ 
Animated by the ardent. Defire with which 
he burnt to procure ſo glorious a Trophy for 
the. Caliph, his Soveraign, he omitted no poſ- 
' ſible Means to ſatisfy his Longing; and as if 
Chance or Fortune herſelf had concerted with 
him, he found out ſomething that ſeem'd to 
favour his Deſign: This was the Diſcovery 
he made of a large Opening in the Rock, which 
appear d like the Mouth of a: Cave, or ſubter- 
raneous. Paſſage. He inſtantly repair d to that 
Place. and. perceiv'd it to be a Quarry of Stone 
. $7770 7 which, 


— 
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ple it again; but chat, if that City was once unpeopled, be 
22 not fufßce bo fil it as it oughi de be. 
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which, at the . of his Army, the Work- 
men had abandon d, and retir d into the City, 
to avoid Death or Slavery. This Place, when 
he had view it, appear d to him to be ex- 
tremely commodious and proper to be made Uſe 
of in concealing a N of his Troops to ſur- 
prize the Beſieged, and immediately . reſolv'd 
to take the Advantage of it. In the Dusk of 
that very Evening, . favour'd by the Darkneſs 
which came on apace, he order'd a confidera- 
ble Body of Horſe to go and take up their 
Station in that Cave; and early in the Morn- 
ing he caus d ſome Troops to advance pretty 
near the City to oblige the Beſieg d to make a 
ſecond Sally, which they did not fail to do. 
As ſoon as they began to make their Appear- 
ance without the Gates, the Moors feign'd a 
diſorderly Flight, and the Chriſtians, being de- 
ceiv'd by that premeditated Cowardice of their 
Enemies, redoubled their March to overtake 
them: But they had not advanc'd above One | 
Hundred Paces beyond the Mouth of the Cave, 
when thoſe pretended Runaways fac'd about 
and the Cavalry which lay in Ambuſh fally d 
out and took Poſſeſſion of the Road by which, 
and only which, hey could poſſibly retreat; 
ſo that thoſe valiant Citizens found themſelves 
rudely attack'd both in Front and Rear. "Twas 
then, tho' too late, that they were made ſen- i 
ſible, That, in the Art of War, Courage with- 5 
out Policy and Precaution, almoſt always be- 
comes fruitleſs and abortive. In this Extre- 
mity, they had no other Party to chuſe but 
to make the Enemy buy their Lives as dear 
as poſſible, and we may venture to affirm, 
that ny made ſuch a noble Defence, and 
gave ſuch Inftances of an undaunted —"_ 


1 
| 
| 
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equality o Were ; 
and a miſerable Slaughter enſüd: Many lay 
extended in the Field of Battle, many more 
ere made Captives, ſome made a ſhift to e- 


25 as _ d and” Aby the vaſt In- 
laſt, - over-power'd and opprefsaby the vaſt In- 
ity ef Numbers, they were vanquiſh'd, 


ſeape by Flight, but very few of them found 


Means to return into the City. This unhap- 
18 diſconrag d and intimidated the 


tep'd fo much, that they determin'd to de- 


for ſome” Time, they, did with good Succeſs: 


| Ever y | Aſſault the Moors made Was ſo vigo ; ; 
. roully repuls'd, that r prov'd effectleſs, 


and they loſt ſo conſiderable a Number of their 


- Men, that their Army was very much weaken'd 


„ ES. IS. TIS 
Mou ſa, fatigu'd and heartily ſick of a Siege 
ſo tedious and deſtructive to his Men, reſol- 


ved to uſe his utmoſt Efforts and to puſh vi- 


gorouſly on to make an End of it; and to 
that Effet he employ'd all Sorts of Engines 


and Machines. He caus'd high wooden Towers 
to be erected, undermin'd the City Walls, plant- 


ed Scaling-Ladders againſt them, and made ſe- 
vera] moſt terrible Attacks. The Beſieged, 


perceiving the imminent Danger they were in, 
— 


exerted themſelves with prodigious Reſolution 
and Valour to avoid it, and had certainly ef- 
fected it, had they been ſupply'd with Neceſ⸗- 


faries to ſubſiſt upon; but Proviſions growing 


ſcarce, they were conftrain'd to beat a Cha- 
made and to demand Capitulations : But the 


Propoſals their Deputies made to NMouſa ſeem'd 


fo very inſolent and audacious to that Gene- 
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bort were quite aſtoniſh'd. But, at 


fend themſelves from their Ramparts, with- 
out venturing to make any more Sallies, which, 


— 


ral, that he rejected them; fo that, notwith- 
6 9 ſtanding 
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ſtanding the eager and impatient Deſire he had 
to put an End to that Siege which had ſo long 
ſuſpended other Projects of the greateſt Impor- 


tance, - they return'd without concluding upon 
any Thing, and with no other Hopes but that 
they ſhould ſoon ſee the Death of that great 
Mooriſh Commander, who, ' beſides his far ad- 
vanc'd Age, - appear'd to them to be in a ve- 
y bad Condition, and much more likely to 
ie than to live, ſo extremely had the Fa- 
tigues of the Siege impar'd his Health, and 


brought him down to his very laſt 8 Be- 
could 


ing, therefore, almoſt perſuaded that 


not poſſibly ſurvive that exceſſive Feebleneſs, 


* 


to which he was reduc'd, but a very few Days 
longer; they took a full Refolution to endure- 


the Extremities of Hunger, Thirſt, and all 
Exigencies, till Mouſa's Death, after which, 
they flatter d themſelves that the Fury of the 


Moor's would abate, and their Courage ſlacken, 


and by Conſequence would ſoon give over their 
Enterprize. Upon this Confidence they - 
among themſelves, that _ would amuſe' the 
Old General with repeated Deputations and 
Meſſages to obtain a Ceſſation of Arms, by 
making a Shew as if they were inclin'd to ſur- 
render the City, but ſtill deferring to bring 
the Capitulation to any Concluſion, by introdu- 
cing Difficulties and unlook'd-for Incidents which 
they invented on Purpoſe to prolong the Time. 
This Expedient was admirably well meant, and 
might have had the deſir'd Effect, had they 
not been betray'd by a falſe Compatriot, who 
went over. to the Enemy's Camp, and gave 
the whole nent Mouſa of what was 
tranſacting in the Town, and what was talk'd 


concerning his Age and ill State of Health. . 
99 * | The 
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The cunning old Fox was no ſooner acquaint- | 
ed with thoſe Particulars, but he refolv'd to 
make his own Advantage of that Intelligence, 
by giving the Beſieg d to underſtand, or, at 
leaſt; to make them believe, that their Hopes 
were nothing near ſo well grounded as they 
had imagin'd. To this Effect he caus d the 
Hair of his Head, Beard, and Eye-brows, to be 
dy'd black, which Artifice made ſo ſtrange an 
Alteration in his Countenance, and gave him 
£ youthful an Air, that when the Citizens 
ſoon after difpatch'd to him another Deputa- 
tion to make other Propoſals, ſomewhat: more 
reaſonable and reſpectful than the firſt, the 
Deputies look'd upon that ſudden Transforma- 
tion from white to black as a moſt ſurprizin 
Miracle, and concluded, that the Fates h 
decreed, that they ſhould ſubmit to a Man 
who had the Power of forcing even Nature her- 
ſelf to favour his Undertakings : So that, im- 
patient to conclude the Treaty, they came to 
an Agreement with him, That all the Effects 
of thoſe Citizens or Soldiers who had loſt their 
Lives during the Siege, the publick Treaſure, 
Rents, Cc. with all the Church-Plate and other 
ſacred Ornaments ſhould be confiſcated to the 
Mooriſh General: That thoſe who were diſpos'd 
to remain in the City ſhould have the free 
Enjoyment of all their Goods, moveable and 
immoveable; and that ſuch of the Inhabitants 
who were otherwiſe inclin'd, might have the 
Liberty to retire, and to. go and live elſewhere, 
as they themſelves pleas d. After this was a- 
greed to, and ſign'd, on both Sides, the Gates 
were open d to the Barbarians, who enter'd and 
took Poſſeſſion of the City. = 


* 
* 
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Thus, like a Flower when wither'd and dry'd 
up by the ſcorching Heat of the Sun in the 
Dog-Days, fell a City, which had ſo often brav'd 
the whole Roman Power, even at the Time 
when the Empire was at the higheſt Pitch of 
its Glory, and when all Nations ſubmitted to 
its Laws: A melancholly, fatal Preſage for 
a vaſt Number of others, which were far from 
being comparable, in any one Reſpe&, to that 
noble Bulwark, and far ſhort of being able to 
make the like Defence againſt the Impetuo- 
fity of the victorious Africans. Thoſe of the 
Chriſtian Inhabitants who diſdain'd to ſubmit 
themſelves to the Barbarian Yoke retir'd to the 
Mountains of Aſturia, Burgos, and Biſcay,' as 
highly preferring a wretched Life, in the moſt 
abandon'd abject Poverty and Necellity, be- 
fore the greateſt Plenty and Abundance- under 
ſuch unworthy Maſters s. 
Abdelaziz, the Son of Mouſa, an ambiti- 
ous young Man, eagerly thirſting after Re- 
nown, intreated his Father's Permiſſion to go 
and attempt the Conqueſt of the Kingdom of 
Valencia. Mouſa readily conſented, and he ſet 
out in all Diligence: But, in that Country which 
goes by the Name of La Mancha, he met with 
great Oppoſition from the _ gallant Theodomir, 
of whom we have before made Mention, who, 
for ſome Time, diſputed every Step of his 
Paſſage with incredible Valour and Reſolution , 
but, at length, finding himſelf” over-match'd, 
and 0 reſe'd by Numbers, and apprehending 
leaſt Taric ſhould come to the Attiſtance of 
Abdelaziz, he concluded the beſt Method he 
could take was to capitulate, that ſo many 


brave Men, as he had fighting under his Ban- 


ner, might not loſe their Lives. without any 
- 9-y R 3 Proſpect 
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Proſpect of Advantage; fo that he deliverd up, 
to the Moors, that Country, which he had ſo 
gallantly defended, upon very honourable Con- 

Bong. poi CELLS OS | > NY SE 
When Abdelaziz had drawn that Thorn out 
of his Foot, he thunder'd down upon the King- 
dom of Valencia. The Cities of Alicant and 
Denia were the firſt Fruits of his Conqueſt, 
after the Loſs of which Places the Metropolis 
Palencia itſelf was in no Capacity of making 
any tolerable Reſiſtance, but inſtantly ſurren- 
der d. The reſt of the Kingdom yielded up- 
on Compoſition, the Chriſtiaus having the Li- 
berty granted them to continue in Poſſeſſion 
of their Effects and Habitations without Fear 
of being moleſted, upon Condition of paying 
to the Caliph a certain Tribute as had been 
agreed upon. All the Churches in the City 
of Valencia were converted into Moſques, ex- 
cept thoſe of St. Bartholomew, and St. Vincent. 
Abdelaxiz, having thus compleatly conquer- 
ed that beautiful Kingdom, receiv'd an Order 
from his Father to repair to Seville to retake 
it from the Inhabitants of Beja, who had ſur- 
priz d it, and had cut the Throats of all the 
Mooriſh Garriſon. He went and attack d it, 
and found ſo feeble a Reſiſtance, that, in a 
very little Time, he got that ſtately proud City 
into his Poſſeſſion. | d 
After Mouſa had made himſelf Maſter of 
Merida, he ſettled a numerous Garriſon in that 
City to keep the Inhabitants in their Obedi- 
ence; which when he had done, he left it to 
go and reduce ſome other Places in the Pro- 
vince of Eftramadura, and then took the Road 
towards Toledo, When Taric heard of his Aps 
proach, he went to meet him, as far as Ja» 


lavera 


— 


1 


lavera de la Reyna. They had an Interview, 
and held a long Conference upon the Bank of 
the River Ieitar, which waters the Plains of 
Aragnuelo. To ſee all that  Taric did, and in 
how reſpectful a Manner he deported himſelf 

towards Mouſa to expreſs the profound Eſteem 
and Veneration he had for that great Gene- 
ral, as likewiſe the Marks of the ſingular Va- 


lue and Deference which Monſa ſhew'd him, 


with the many Profeſſions of Friendſhip he 
made him, the Standers-by might have ven- 


tur d to have ſworn, that there was a * 


ly good and laſting Underſtanding between 
them; yet, nevertheleſs, we ſhall ſoon find 
thei mmi e e bs nl 32 

Envy and [Jealouſy have, in all Ages, been 
the Failings, and, almoſt always, the Rocks 
againſt which the Virtue of great and famous 
Men has ſplit; and ſuffer d a miſerable Ship- 
wreck. No ſooner have thoſe Two ungovern- 


able Paſſions taken Poſſeſſion of the Heart of ; 


Man, but all Undertakings, how proſperouſſy 
ſoever they may have ſucceeded at the Begin- 


ning, muſt, of Neceſſity, be attended with 


unhappy Conſequences, which generally prove 
fatal to the Enterprizers. This was the Fate 
of Mouſa and Taric, and ſuch was the Cata- 


ſtrophe of all their Triumphs. Thoſe Two re- 


nowned Commanders, who had liv'd in a per- 
fect Union and I waar ſtill acting in friend- 
1y Concert all the while they were carrying 
on their Conqueſts in Africa, no ſooner met 
together in Spain but their former Friendſhip was 
chang'd into Hatred and Animoſit y. 


” 


 Mouſa, one of the braveſt, but, at the ſame 


Time, the moſt avaritious Man in the Uni- 


verſe, look d upon the great Fame, Honour, 
ö R 4 and 
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and Renown which Taric had acquir'd, with 
the immenſe Riches he had accumulated in the 
_ Courſe of his European nomar, =. as. no Other 
than an Incroachment upon his own Property, 

and of which he had unjuſtly and preſumptu- 
_ oully defrauded his Ambition and inſatiable Ava- 
rice: And, as it would have been thought an 
ungenerous, ſhameful Action to have offer d him 
any Inſult upon Motives ſo umvorthy the 
Dignity of his high Rank, he ſought other 
Pretexts to vex, affront, and mortify him. 
Sometimes he would lay to his Charge, That 
he had not follow'd his Inſtructions with that 
Exactneſs and Punctuality, with which, by 

the ſtrict Rules of Military Diſcipline, a ſub- 
ordinate General is bound to obey the Orders 
and Dictates of the Commander in Chief: At 
other Times, he accus'd him with ſtretchi 

beyond the Extent of his Commiſſion, 'a 

interfering in Affairs which were none of his 
Province: Then again he would call him to a 
ſtrict and rigid Account about the Publick Money, 
and examine how, where, when, and to whom 
he had diſpos'd of the ſeveral Sums which had 
been brought into the Military Cheſt. In a 
Word, there ſcarce paſs'd one Day but he 
would be ſtarting ſome malicious Invention or 
oo on purpoſe to teaze and perplex that great 


an. 
Taric, for a conſiderable Time, diſſembled 
the deep Reſentment he felt, and with which 
he was ſtung to the Quick the many In- 
ſults and Injuries offer d him by that avariti- 
ous, unjuſt old Dotard; and was ſo far from 
murmuring in publick at his Ill-treatment, or 
f the leaſt Signs of his taking Notice of 
vile Procedure, that, on the contrary, a 


# vl 


— 
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did all he poſſibly could to pleaſe and oblige 
him. But all that Moderation was of ſo much 
the leſs Service to him, as the invidious Mon- 
Ja, obſerving the great Care that prudent Ge- 
neral took to avoi 2 reſenting his un- 
worthy Dealings, and inflexible Inhumanity, 

ſought Occaſions to perplex and affront him eve- 
ry Day more and more, in Hopes, at laſt, of 
exaſperating him ſo far as to make him break 
out into ſome Exceſs, whereby he might have 
a plauſible Handle to proceed againſt him with - 
ſtill greater Rigour z inſomuch, that Matters 
were carry'd on with ſuch Virulency on Mon- 
ſa's Side, that Taric had no other Conſolation 
left him, in his Diſgrace, to comfort him un- 
der that Perſecution, but his being ſure that 
the Army that had ſerv'd fo long under his 
Command would not fail of vindicating his 
Innocence, and clearing him of many of thoſe 


FR, 


Imputations which his Enemy had laid to his 


Charge. Not that he was, perhaps, altogether 
innocent of ſeveral of the Deficiencies of which 
he had been accus'd; but as he was very well 
aſſur'd that Mouſa was abundantly more guilty, 
in many Reſpects, than himſelf, he determi- 
ned to .inform the Caliph of what had been 
tranſacted in Spain, and how Affairs then ſtood; 
nor did he fail to make Uſe of the darkeſt Co- 
lours to repreſent the Conduct of him who 
had omitted nothing to taint his Honour and 
blacken his Character. He might, very probably, 
have ſucceeded, had he pitch'd upon this Me- 
thod a little ſooner, but the Calzph had been 
already prepoſſeſs'd by Monſa; infomuch, that 
the Reflit of all that had been wrote either 
by the One or the Other, was, that Walid 
look'd upon them to be both equally guilty, 


and, ſome Time after, ſent them both Orders 


to repair to his Court to juſtify their reſpective 
Proceedings, as we ſhall preſently relate. 
Notwithſtanding theſe great Miſunderſtand- 
ings between thoſe Two Generals, they fail'd 
not to depart together from Toledo, in Or- 


der to carry the Horrors of a deſtructive War 


into the Province of Celtiberia. Upon the Ru- 


mour of their March, the Inhabitants of An- 


duja, that they might not leave the Body of 


St. Euphraſius expos'd to the Fury and impious 
Inſults of the Barbarians, tranſported thoſe ſa- 
cred Relicks into Galicia. The People of Gua- 


dix did the ſame by the Body of St. Torgua- 
tus, as did likewiſe the Inhabitants of Alcala 
de Henaves, who retir'd into the Hreuean Moun- 


tains, - and carry'd with them the Remains of 


St. Fuſtus and St. Paſtor. | 
Guadalaxara, an ancient City, and the Capital 
of all Carpetania, was aſſaulted, taken, and ut- 
terly demoliſh'd. Medina-celi (to which the Moors 
ave. the Appellation of Medina-ta'l-Meida | or, 
The City of the Table) by Reaſon a Table of 
one intire precious Stone which they found there, 
and which they call De bene) was reduc'd 
to Aſhes, and all the Inhabitants put to 
the Sword. From thence Mouſa, with the ut- 
moſt Diligence, remov'd to Bilbilis, the Birth- 
Place of the celebrated Epigramatiſt Martial. The 
vigorous Defence that City made was the Cauſe 
of its Ruin. It was taken, ſack d, and ſo in- 
tirely deſtroy d, that it is with the greateſt 


Difficulty that any Foot- ſteps are to be found 


to inform us exactly of the Spot of Ground 


upon which it formerly ſtood. The Inhabitants 
of Saragoſſa, the Metropolis of the whole Pro- 


Vince, ſeeing themſelves deſtitute of Forces, 
18 1 —— 80 without 
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without Ammunition, Arms, Proviſions, or any 
Proſpect of Succour, . and being in Hopes of 
ſaving their Lives, they ſurrender'd at the firſt 
Aſſault; but they hop d in vain: For all who 
had the unhappy Fate to come within Reach 


of the murdering Sabres of the inhuman Bar. 


bariaus, were miſerably ſlaughter d; the fineſt 
of the Churches were converted into Moſques, 
and the reſt were all demoliſh'd. Every one 
of the Towns which lay between the Northern 
Bank of the River Ebro as far as the Pyre- 
nean Mountains were taken and reduc d to Heaps 
of Ruins, and that whole Tract of the Coun- 
try intirely ruin'd and depopulated. From thence 
Monuſa turn'd the Courſe of his Arms towards 
Catalonia, and got Poſſeſſion of Lerida and Tor- 
toſa, as we may ſay, without ſtriking oneStroke, 

aragona, one of the ancienteſt Cities in all 
Spain, and the Metropolis of that Province, 


the Circuit of whoſe Walls was full Four Thou» , 
ſand Fathoms, relying upon its Fortifications, 


and confiding in the Valour of the Inhabitants, 
repuls'd the Moors Attacks with ſuch a Reſo- 
lation and Vigour, that Monſa, fearing he ſhould 
be reduc'd. to the mortifying Neceiſity of be- 
ing oblig'd to raiſe the Siege, redoubled his 
Efforts, and made ſuch Terrible Aſſaults up- 
on the Beſieg d, that, deſpairing of Succour, 
and beginning to want Proviſions, they were 
forc'd to yield at Diſcretion. The Moors were 
no ſooner become Maſters of the Place, but 
they put all they found therein to the Sword; 
a People whoſe Valour was well deſerving of 
a much happier. Fate. And ſo great was the 
Fury of thoſe Infidels, that that noble City, 


which was once in ſo flouriſhing: a Condition, 


by its Largeneſs and Extent, by the Magnis 


ficence 
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Ficence] of its ſtately, beautiful Edifices, and 
by the Immenſity of its Riches, was totally 
buried under its own Rubbiſh, and what was 


moſt of all to be we was, that it con- 


tinu'd in that wretched State till the Tear 1190, 
when Bernard, Archbiſhop of Toledo, by Or- 
ders from Pope Urban the Third, caus'd it 
to be rebuilt. 95 ee 
After the Deſtruction of Turagona, the whole 


Province of Catalonia was eaſily reduc'd to ſub- 


mit to the Mooriſh Yoke, and Mouſa demo- 
liſh'd every one of the Cities he togk, except 


Barcelona, which he preſerv'd in Conſideration. 
of the Advantage might occur from its Port. 


When he had ſubdu'd all the Places which were 
ſituated along the Coaſt and in the Champain 


Country, he march'd towards the Highlands, 


and made himſelf Maſter of all that lies at 
the Foot of the Pyrenean Mountains, from Sal- 
fas to the Valley of Araua, took the Lampour- 
dan, the Puicerdan, the Territories of _ Rouſ- 
filon, with the Vallies of Guyana and Viel ſa, 


where he committed moſt horrible Cruelties 


and Inhumanities. 


There are ſome modern Hiſtorians, and a- 


mongſt others Mariana, who pretend, that he 
puſh'd on his Conqueſts even as far as Gallia 
| es but they are very egregiouſly mi- 
ſtaken : For the ancient Authors are ſo far 
from authorizing the Truth of this Aſſertion, 
that they intirely deſtroy even its Probabi- 
lity, by unanimouſly affirming, That be- 
ſides the Oppoſition made by the Inhabitants 


of thoſe Parts, who 2 them to make a 


full Stop, by poſſeſſing themſelves of all the 
Paſſes; but they likewiſe add, That, at Rouſ- 


Alon he receiv'd an Expreſs from the Co | 
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{if 


by which he was commanded to repair to Court, 


which forc'd him to return back _ into 
Spain, and made him very thoughtful and du> - 
bious which Party he ſhould” chuſe. For, as 
he was conſcious of all the innumerable Vio- 
lences and Extortions he had been guilty of, 
he made no Scruple to conclude that Valid 
had ſent for him to no other Intent but that of 
calling him to an Account of his Adminiſtration, 
which was what he would fain have avoided; 
flattering himſelf, that if he could but gain 
longer Time, he might be able to do the 
Caliph ſuch important Services, that might de- 
ſerve to have his Prevarications connivd at, and 
his Exorbitancies paſs with Impu nit. 
After he had maturely and deliberately re- 
flected upon the Method he was to take to 
avoid appearing diſobedient to the Commands 
of his Soveraign, he retain d the Caliph's Meſ- 
ſenger, under the Pretext of 1 to go 
along with him as ſoon as he had intirely 

leated the Conqueſt of Spain, and took him with 

im into the Weſtern Parts of Old Caftile, which 
were ſtill unconquer'd. The Orders he had late- 
ly receiv'd from the Caliph, join d with his own 
natural Ferocity and ſanguinary Diſpoſition, 
put him ſo much out of Humour, and ſour d 
1m to that Degree, that as he -paſs'd thro' 
Celtiberia, he deſtroyd with Fire and Sword 
all that Part of the Country which, till then, 
had never felt the Mooriſh Cruelty z infomuch, 
that the Banks of the River Ebro were miſe- 


Com- 


rably ſtain d and polluted with human Blood, 


which he moſt ſavagely ſpilt and diſtributed 
from the City of Saragoſſa as far as the Borders 
of Aſturia. Edo HS. Sear. 


The 
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of Taric, was reſolv'd to exterminate the whole; 
ſo that Oſma, Palencia, Avila, Segovia, and 

others, were intirely reduc'd to wretched Heaps 
of Rubbiſh. Nor did the Cities of the King- 


ſome certain Towns undemoliſh'd which he 
found propereft for his Purpoſe. * But Monſa 
whoſe Sentiments were directly oppoſite to tho 


* 


dom of Leon meet with any better Fate: Afor- 
ga, Salamanca, Leon, Zamora, with many more, 


Were deſtroyd, and their Inhabitants either 


butcher'd; or made Slaves. From thence pe- 
netrating into Galicia, the Cities of Tuy, Oren- 


fe, Britonia, Mondognedo, with all the Nor- 
thern Coaſt of that Province, from the Bor- 


ders of Afaria as far as Cape Finnifter, or Fi- 
"is Terra, were made Sacrifices to the irreſi- 


ſtable Torrent of his Inhumanity. Tia, which 


now goes by the Name of EI Padron, or El 


_ Patron, having capitulated, the Lives of the 
Inhabitants were {par'd, and they obtain'd of 


the Barbarian a Grant, that their Biſhop ſhould 


ction. B „ 


Abdelaxiz, the Son of Mou ſa, who was lit- | 
tle inferior to his Father in the Ferocity 


of his Diſpoſition, after having greatly con- 
tributed towards the Barbarities we have been 
treating of, was order'd to advance into Lnf- 


tania, Where he had been but a very little 


Time before he ſignalizd himſelf by his Cru- 
elties: Braga, Porto, and ſeveral other Places 
felt the Effects of his Tyranny, being ras'd 
to the Ground, After theſe Exploits he = 


„ 
134 
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Ihe Tear before this, Tayic had made hors 
rible Devaſtations in Old Caftile; but as he 


defign'd to keep that Province and apply it 
to his own Uſe, he thought fit to preſerve 


i T 1 
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ged the whole Country of Eſtramadura; and 
having penetrated into Caſtile, by the Straight 

of Zebrere, he made himſelf Maſter of Valla- 

dolid. Having receiv'd Intelligence, that the 
Inhabitants of Beja, and of ſome Cities in the 
Country of NViebla, had ſurpriz d Seville, and 
had cut the Throats of all the Moors they found 
in the Place, he haſten'd thither in all Dili- 
gence, and recover d that important Cit x. 
queſts ſo happily catry'd on between the Fa- 
ther and the Son, ſeem'd to promiſe a gene- 
ral Amneſty to Mouſa for whatever Miſdeme- 
nours had 75 laid to his Charge: But no- 
hrs was ſufficient to appeaſe the Indignation 
of the dg a grin Caliph. That Soveraign, ha- 
ving loſt all Patience at his GeneraFs Diſobe- 
dience in refuſing to make his Appearance up- 
on his firſt Summons, ſent him another Ex- 


preſs when he was in Galicia, by whom ge 
commanded him, upon Pain of forfeiting his 


Head, to repair to Court without loſing a Mo- 
* wy would, with all his _ 
ave evaded obeying this peremptory Order 
as he had done the feſt. but that was whol- 
ly impracticable: So that, finding he lay un- 
er an abſolute Neceffity, he departed for To- 
ledo, and from thence” to Seville, where after 
he had regulated and ſettled the Form of Go- 

vernment, he recommended the whole Manage- 
ment of the State to the Care of his Son Ab- 


Dy 


delazix. 


As he had amaſs'd an immenſe Treaſure, he 
ſent a_ good Part of it Aboard, with a great 
Number of Slaves, amongſt whom were ma- 
ny Perſons of the higheſt Diſtinction, abun- 
dance of 'Young Virgins of moſt” rare and ex- 
F 55 quiſite 
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miſite Beauty, and avaſt Quantity of Jewels 
Kis fiauble Value, as Preſents for 1 | foul 
lipb. When all was ready in Order, he ſet 
Sail, together with Taric, who was likewiſe 
IT to the Caliph's Court. With them 


went the gallant Theodomir, and a certain Afri- 


can 19 5 of a very illuſtrious Extraction, 
who had been Mouſa's inſeparable Companion 
all the while he was in Spain. They. landed 
upon. the Coaſt of Syria, and from thence went 
to Damaſcus, which was the Place of the Caliph's 
egg bem HH et volt bs of oat 
It muſt be allow'd, that Monſa, amidſt all 
his.  Violences and enormous Outrages, 

{till deferv'd well from the Caliph, and h 
render'd him ſingular and moſt eſſential Ser- 
vices, during the Time of his Government ; 
upon which Account, to vindicate his Conduct, 
and to juſtify himſelf from the ſeveral Crimes 


whereof he had been accus d, he deliver'd him- 


ſelf in Terms ſo bold and reſolute, - that his 
unconcern'd Deportment ſeem'd an indiſputable 
Demonſtration of. his Innocence. However, 
notwithſtanding his Reſolution and Aſſurance, 
with all the magnificent and ineſtimable Pre- 


ſents that General made to his haughty Sove- 


raign, the inexorable Valid caus'd him to be 
driven from his Preſence in a very unworthy 
ignominious Manner, and ſoon after had him 
apprehended and ſhut up under a cloſe Confine- 
ment in a Tower, ; 
The Hiſtorians are all ſilent as to what Sort 
of Treatment Taric met with from the Caliph, 
which ſeems to import as if that Prince a 
prov'd of his Adminiſtration. As for Theodo- 


mir, he receiv'd him with very ſingular De- 
monſtrations of the great Value Eſteem 


rr reer r ⁰ . »*‚ ] m oats r˙ ¶ ·ͤ»̈ο ẽ˙ktu 


— PY * as a 


„ Rr + I; 3 „ — CE E 


.. ²˙ OE oh. 2 at 


even am 


of theſe laſt mention d Y 
greateſt ' Difficulty imaginable to fir the exack 


Le 


Qualifications; ſo true it is, t fon, an Virtue and 


Merit are generally rewarded: and encourag'd, 
ong the moſt uncivilizd - Barbarian - 


That gallant Nobleman deported himſelf in ſuch 
a Manner, and render'd himſelf, by his Cour- 


teſy, his Modeſty, his Affability, and his pro- 


found Knowled ge and Erudition, ſo very ac- 


deptable to all 1 — Oriental Chriſtians who ſaw. = 


m, that they contended” among themſelves 
9 great Emulation who ſhould ſay moſt in 
his Commendation; and the Caliph,” after he 
had ratifyd the Treaty before concluded with 


Taric, —_ him with Preſents and Careſſes, 


and honourably diſmiſsd him to return to the 
Country which he had ſo valiantly defended, 
and re he was recciv'd with the enn & 
Quality: Genn. | 
All the Authors have 


airs, that it is the 


Time when they were tranſacted, there being 
nothing but the bare Circumſtances with which 
they were attended, that can any ways aſſiſt 


us to eſtabliſn our Chronological Order, which 


is one of the principal Objects we propos d by 


undertaking” this Werk For which Reaſon we 
have conſulted: all thoſe learned Perſons who 


are beſt acquainted with the Spaniſh Hiſtory, 
and have had the Satisfaction to find all the 


Conferences we have held . the illuſtrious 


Abbot of Longuerue, and by 2 ng the Wri- 
U ngs of Dr. Ferreras and Fat Tagi, all the 
_ ht and Infight we wanted in Order to re- 
ate a 3 Syſtem,” by which we 
wks appear the Falſity of the Atteſtations of 


Vor. I. 


Mariana, of Garibay, and 11 almoſt all the 916 


4 
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———— nn 


en is confuſedly 715: 


11 derbe who have wrote aſter 
Cify'd and inſtructed by ſuch 
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have adopted their Errors. 80 that, 1 


Guides, Wwe conclude, That Mon rogre 
and Conqueſts took up about Eleven! Months 
of the precetling Year, [amd the Month of Fas 
nary: in this. NA. ei fta ein [4453 
Had this Benni deſerrd Sls Departure from 
Spain, but IWO Months longer, 2 Pro- 
bable he might have prevented his Diſgrace, 


ſince the Calzph died about a Month after his 


Arrival at e that is to ſay, in the Be- 


Sinning of. March. His Brother 1 Suliman: was 
1 to ſucceed him in his Throne, of which 
ſupreme Dignity he acquitted himſelf: very wor- 
thily, Whether the new Caliph — Mouſe ' 


for: thoſe Miſdemeanors which had been: laid 


to his Charge, (tor Hiſtory is wholly: ſilent 
nin that Particular) or whether he was prepoſ- 


ſeſs'd of the Merits of his Son Abdelaxix ſo 


far as to favour his Pretenſions, is a Queſtion; 


but it is unqueſtionably true, that he was no 


ſooner inſtall'd in the "$overaignty of the Sa- 


racen Empire but he confirm'd him in the ſole 
Government of all the Spaniſb Conqueſts, It 


muſt be confeſs d, that 115 great Valour and 
profound Capacity render'd him very 
of that eminent Poſt, and that no Man breath- 


worthy” 


ing could poſſibly have Siren a better Account 


of his Adminiſtration, or was more capable 


of acquitting' himſelf e Honour than he, 
had his Ambition known any Bounds ? But his 
proud Heart diſdaining to remain in the Rank 
of « Aub his Temerity carry'd! him fo fan 
as to aſpire to an independant Soweraignty, 
and, in Effect, be eas W N 1 
e ene e er ee nul 
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ce and Equi - 


ty he 8 gular Govern- 


ment among his People. By his uncommon 
Valour, Conduct, and Martial Genius, he ren- 
der'd himſelf terrible to his Enemies. By his 
indefatigable Vigilance and Activity he pro- 
vided whatever was requiſite to maintain the 


Authority of his Prince the Caliph in the con- 


quer d Country. It is uncertain whether it was 
ph's Order, or of his own Accord, 
that he undertook to make a Topographical 
Draught or Deſcription of his whole Governs 
ment, in Order to be fully acquainted with 
the Strength or Weakneſs of every Part, and 
be able to make an exact Eſtimate of * 0 * 
one's Ability, and thereby to regulate the Tri- 
butes he ſhould impoſe upon each Diſtrict; ſo 
that, he made a * throughout the whole, 
and obſerv'd the Soil where- ever he paſs d, — 
what it would beſt produce, with the greateſt 
Nicety imaginable. He carefully examin'd 
thoſe Places which were propereſt to build Forts 
in, and to eſtabliſh Garriſons to maintain the 
conquer d Nations in their Duty, and to keej 
them in Subjection. He made it his Buſineſs 
to get private Information of the Manners, 
Gen and Talents of the Inhabitants of e- 


very Part of his Dominions ; and Whenever 


he perceiv'd that the People of any particular 

on or Town were of à turbulent, unquiet 
Diſpoſition, he immediately tranſplanted' em 
FFF int 
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_ Into ler Part of 1 the Kingdom, för Fer | 
_ they ſhould offer to make any Attempꝑts to 
ke off the Yoke: which had been laid p. 
on them, and ſupply'd their Vacancies with 
other Subjects of a more peaceable and ſub- 
miſſive Temper; nay, in ſome Places he went 
ſo far as not to leave ſo much as à ſingle 
Spaniard, - but -remov'd them all, and ſett ed 
lonies of Arabs and Moors in their 
of whoſe Fidelity he was very well aſſur d. 
| theſe Methods he prevented all Tumults — 
Commotions, und gs” under no Manner of 
Apprehenſion of Inſurrections or Rebellions, his 
Places of Strength being all ſecure, which ſav'd 
him a great deal of Trouble and Diſquiet. He 
ſuffer'd ſome few of the Cities and Towns to ke 
their ancient Names, and made ſcarce any Al. 
terations in their Form of Government. To 
ſome others he gave the Names of the Per- 
ſons who raisd them from their Ruins and re- 
built them: So the ancient Bilbilis, having 
been rebuilt by a certain Arab, Saracen, or 
Moor, call'd Ayub, was nam'd Calata- Tub, which 
bas, by changing B into D, been fince call'd 
Calataynd, which App ellation it ſtill retains. 
Cuenca, Calatrava, 5 ſeveral other Places re- 
tain'd the Names of their Founders or Rebuil- 
ders. There were ſeveral which had the ad- 
ditional Title of Medina given them, an Ara- 
bick Word ſignifying A City, as Medina-Celi, 
Medina-Sidonis, Medina del Campo, and Medina 
de los Torres. There are ſome Hiſtorians who 
even pretend, that Madrid, formerly call'd Man- 
toua Carpetanorum, derives its Denomination from 
a. Saracen Commander whoſe Name was Mugit - 
But as none of the Ancient Authors ale the 
wu Mention of this N this N 


of thoſt M 


” 


. - So great à Revolution d, in a, Manner; 


an untverſal Change of Religion, Language, 
and Cuſtoms; throughout almoſt the whole, R. 


ninſuld of Spin: The Names of Cities, Moun- 


ther intirely loſt, or elſe, for the Generalityr, 


fo ftrangely! alter d and Barbarix d, that vety 


; 124 f * x : 
After Abdelaxix had finiſh'd his Progreſs thro} 
conquer d Country, and had ſettled eyes 
A Thing in due Order, by regulating the 


all the con 


n of Government with all neceſſary Pre- 


Soo W r 
thems, becauſe of its Reſemblance to à certain 


City of Hria. 


Some Iime aft 


85 goes, BY 
the - Name of . Condado de 1 Niebla, Whereof 
Thpula was: the Romy City, and then palsd 
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into the Kingdom ef Algarbe, Where he made 
himſelf Maſter of Saldanha, and Alcupar do Sal, 
ftom whence he made an Irruption into the 
Country call'd Entre Tajo''y DE 4lying 
: between thoſe © Two Rivers) T due! Lisbon, 
Evora, Niſen, Lamego, and Coimbra; after which 
he penexrated into Galiria, and deſtroy'd Porto, 
Braga, Tuy, Lugo, Oronſe, and ſeveral other Places. 
At his Return from this Expedition he wrote 
to his Friends in Aßica, That if they would 
come oyer and ſettle in Spain, he would be- 
ſtom / very large Inheritances upon them. Up- 
on this Invitation prodigious Numbers of thoſe 
Barbarlans, allurd by the attractive Charms 
of the Beauty and Riches of that Climate, 
abandow'd their burning Sands and barren” Soil 
in Africa, and eroſsd the Straight, with their 
Whole Families, to go and take Poſſeſſion of 
Eſtates which ee Spaniardt had been 


** 


robb'd' of, and ford to relinquiſh; inſomuch, 
that, in a very ſnort Space of Time, the whole 
Country was cover d With an Inundation of 
joe and- _— Who net 3 | warn 
nities upon the poor oppreſsd Chraftians, that 
the greateſt Part of thoſe who” + ems the 
Southern,” Weſtern, © and Middle Provinces of 
the Country were 'conftrain'd to quit their nas 
tive Lands, and to flee for Refuge to the 
North ef Spain, which had . 0 ſub · 
dyed” by the Moors; whether it was that they 
deſpis'd it, and diſdaind to employ their Arnis 
ugainſt it, or that they were diſcourag d by 
the Height and difficult Acceſs of thoſe Moun- 
tains,” or whether thoſe Mountaineers vigorouſ- 
ly oppos'd their Attempts. Many, not think- 
ing themſelves ſecure, notwithſtanding they 
were defended by craggy Rocks: and-dang Nw. 
nl ; £ ”" 2 e. 


Revolutions in Spain. 263 
Preciy ver Seed, into Nunce, ſome dels d 
| — and others fled to ah; a 8 
nocording-to | Marmot, there were many fought 
Sanctuary as far as Greece = So that, by the 
Flight vf che Spar Gosbb, the Citigs and the 
Champain Country being become quite deſurt 2 
and depopulated, they were repe pled/and inha- 
bited by African Miors? 20.1.- $5 14 (8/1 1 | 
- Among all the a +a and: ſhining Qua- 
ltiel uf Ablleluxix, A notes taint- 
ed with an — Cp — and had ſo ve- 
hement an Inclination towards the Fair Sex, 
that there was no! Att of a ge and Inju- 
ſice>which he would ſeruple to commit to 
zee is Treaſute ert ugment the Num- 
ber of his Concubines; {which was the W 
that: thoſe ho made their Court to him, 
Hopes of obtaining his Favour, ſtrove 718 
the greateſt Emulation ima zinable, who ſhould 
furniſh kim with the beſt Means to ſatisfy, and, 
if poſſible, toiglut thoſe Two deteſtable, yet dar- 
ling Paſſions of his Soul; inſomuch, that, i I 
very little Time, his Palace was crammid with 
Silver, gs 2m and em and crouded with 
Women. „N. Ir \- aft QOVIY 2! 
 Egilona,, Widow: 60 Wee Kibg Ro- 
Joris) | who: had been taken Priſoner after her 
Huſband's C Overthrow, was preſented to him 
with a great Number of — * Capt ives. She 
was young, beautiful, and of an admirable 
Symmetry" -and notwithſtanding ſhe was fet- 
ter like a common Slave, ſhe ſtill retain'd 
A a Snake noble Air of Awe — Majeſty, Which 
her unhap — 2 State of Captivity had not been 
able to and which was ſuch an Ad- 


bak „ 


dition to her other” reſiſtleſs Charms, that Ab- 
ns had no Tequde beheld. her but he be- 
. 9 4 Lame 


game = 
have Recburſè to Mariana, and give Credit 


to what that Author affirme, he made her a 


Declaration of his Love, Which ſeems. rather 
to have pr d from) the Mouth of a Ro- 
man, educated in the Court of Auguſtus, than 
from that of a, Barbarian brought up to War 
and Rapine. The Reply 4 Hiſtorian puts 
into the Mouth of that afflictedl Princeſa has 
ſomething in it ſo grand and noble, and, at 
the ſame Time, ſo very virtuqus and moving, 
that it is impoſlible to read it without: being af 
fected with Sentiments of/ Tenderneſs,: But the 


Truth 18, We are convinced, that bad the Per- 25 


ſon; Who has ſo nicely worded choſe fine Speeches, 
and ſet them in m admirable: Order, been 


ſtill in Being, he would be ſtrangely ꝓut to 

it to tell us 8 what Monument of Anti- 

quity he took them; for hitherto no one His 
orian, worthy Notice or Credit, h made 


the leaſt Mention of this Particular: But af- 


ter all, Si non 6 vero, & hen trouato; ¶ it is 


not true, tis a very pretty Fiction: And he who, 
without one Proof, or any Authority at all, 
has given us Tubal, the Son of Fephey. for the 
Founder of the Spaniſh Monarchy, - and has 
been capable to — him for Succeſſors Iberus, 
Fubula, | Brigo, Iagus, Betto, N Heſper, 
Gorgoris, Abido, Hercules, and Qerion, 75 — 
very. well be able to lend the beautiful Egilo- 

na an elegant and pathetick Diſcourſe to ex- 


1 her Greatneſs: 5 Soul, and her exceſſive 


ove of Virtue, with the extreme Regard ſhe 
had to her Honour ;. And, with the celebra> 
ted Moret, Author of the ANNALSs and Inr 


.VESTIG ATIONS of . Navarre, we Will fay:of 


* That, * ve. 14. up. the Cudgels a- 
2 : uh 


9 the Jovd * 
eee if wwe ill 


4 


8 pe og Fables with Stach ze bar FAIRE 
his whole Hiftory, jet we cannot refrain at leaf 
From — bis great Eloquence and bis ele- 
gant Military Haranguen. But we ought to be 
So of the 9 of an Author? Who, 
& ite of all the Errors and Falſities with 
| his Writings abound, has pats = him 
= ut ages of, uch Numbers of Readers 
not having given themſelves the — to 
dive into the Bottom of Affairs art profuſe- 
Iy liberal of their Incenſe to his * 
wherefore let us only ſay, That, whether by 
fair Means or foul; it is very certain, that 
Adbdelaziz marry'd Queen Egiluna, and that he 
not only permitted her the free Exerciſe, and 
blick Profeſſion of the Catholick: Religion, 
Tar) that | there are ſome! credible and wort 
Hiſtorians who even aſſure us, that he 
vately abjur d Mabometiſm; whereat the Zea 


lous Defenders of that diabolical Sect were ſoo | 


highly | ſeandaliz d, that they deprivd him of 
his as we are going to declare. 
\Qtioen: Zgilona: being now the Wiſe of this 
Arabian, aſſum d ſo prodigious an Aſcendant 
over him, that he would never determine up- 
on any one Particular, either in the Civil or 
Political Government, without her Advice and 
Conſent; ſo that it may be boldl TE 
| a the whole Authority ＋ in = ns. 
t was; aking, ſhe who diſtribu- 
ted F — inflicted Puniſhments When 
an ambitious Woman attains to a Power 
O very abſolute and deſpotick, the certainly 
ſtretches her Prerogative to the utmoſt, eſpe- 
cially after ſhe has been, for ſome Time, col 
cuem d to handle à Scepter, and to wear a 
hy; wi upon her Head. This ſbothing and 


agreeable | 


der 7: 4 #% of 101 Joo 
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a Thirſt of Dominion which never ſuffers | 
to ſubmit to the burthenſome Condition of — 


| aud Dependance, ani there is nothing 
ut a Throne ihat can be» intirely 
Aatisfying 3 vaſt 2 3 _ really © 
Apperites. ilona 1 eſpotical 
ver the Ochs; ſhe languiind for the 1 
 uncontrolVd Power over the Moors, and a 1 
vourable Opportunity was offer d her. She 
fund in Abdelaxix an amorous, tender, re- 
pectful, complaiſant Huſband, who, in ever) 
Reſpett, - ſubmitted to her Deſires; à Tyra 
greedy of Renown, and ready to ſacrifice all 
to obtain an independent Soveraignty” She took 
her Advantage of the favourable Diſpoſition 
the remark'd in him: Can it be . — d at 
if he perſuaded him to ſhake off the A n 
Yoke? But this is not all. She crown'd him 
with her own Hands, and made him ſee in 
a Looking-Glaſs, that = Crown fits better up- 
on the Head than a Turbant. Marmol,” the 
Hiſtorian, adds, That ſome Authors affirm, that, 
to accuſtom him to hold all Mankind in the 
moſt humble and ſubmiſſive Dependance, ſhe 
caus d the Entrance of the Chamber where he 
gave Audience to be made ſo low, that all 
who came in muſt, of Neceſſity, bow their 
Bodies with their Faces almoſt to the Ground, 
which was a Mark of Reſpect due to none 
but the Caliph himſelf The Barbarians! mur- 


— 
% 


i/of 


mur'd/1n ſecret to ſee themſelves treated in ſo 


imperious and haughty:'a; Manner! But the 
blind Submiſſion they pay their Soveraign, 


which, in ſome Meaſure, ſavours of a' Neli- 
ue Worſhip and 22 put a Saar to 
IJ 38 


y 


/ 


Dir 


Bock . 


3 2 n un that; they no 4 
ys debas d themſelves in honouring 2 ſus - 
prome "I b, their great Prophet's Deputy, 
Kalte proſtrating themſelves" to a Man 
who rep ted his Perſon, and acbed by his 
Zommitſion. | They would even have continued 
; that Deference to Abdelaziz had-not N 1 
5 happen d which coſt him his Life. | 
|| '> Two: Perfons of the greateſt Diftin&ion- >» 1 
. mong the Moors, whoſe Names were Syed and 
5 e g chan d, 1 m3 Window, Fr 
ilona putti Crown upon | 
Head, conſider d that 9 — — not only 
as an Attempt made againſt the Culinb's Au- 
thority, but even as a. formal Infringment. 
and an impious Violation of Mabomefs Law, 
which had no other Tendency, nor aitn'd at 7. 
any Thing leſs, than to uſurp the Soveraign — » ns 
Dignity, and to eſtabliſh the Chriſian Belief 
amongſt them. Theſe Reflections inſpit d them 
with ſuch Horror and Indignation, that, from 
that very Moment, they laid the Deſig n of 
forming a Conſpiracy againſt the Liſe ef a 
raſh Criminal Who was difpog'd to adil Sacri- 
lege and Impiety to his Uſurpation. Howe · 
ver, as it wal have been dangerous Con- 
ſequence to have come to an open Declaration 
of their Intents, they held their Cabals very 
privately, remitting the Execution of their Pros 
je& to the firſt favourable Occaſion Which ſhould 
offer. As Abdelaziz was! one Day at his ſit» | 
rftitious Devotions in a \Moſque, the Con- 
pirators ſurrounded him, under Pretext of pays 
1 their Reſpects, and making their Court 
to im and nding him to bare no Manner 
of Diffidence or Suſpicion of their Deſign, they 
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and to pr 


bs loud as bey ak digs be was" Dey. 


tor aud a Jacrilegions Monſter, "who endeavour'd 
to 2 th the Caliph's Authority, and to -extir- 

e Mahometan Religion. It was then 
Rar all the Spectators began to reflect upon 


the abject Servitude under which — rant 


had reduc'd them, and the. Li he had 
S his Wife to exerciſe the Chriſtian Reli- 
on in Publick, inſomuch that the Zeal i of 
hoſe Conſpirators was univerſally applauded; 
ent an Anarchy and Contufion in 
the State, the Adminiſtration was immediate- 


I conferrd upon Apyub, till the Calipb ſhould 


pleaſe to appo — a new Governo—u— ©. 
The Choite fell u Alabor, the Son of a 
powerful Arabian Nobleman, / whoſe; Name was 
Abderbaman. He was a Perſon” of exbeeding 
at Merit, and whoſe Valour had adquir d 
a prodigious Reputation in the Armies, upon 
which y Toro 1s Election was approv'd":of 
and acceptable to all in general. As ſoon! as 
he had taken Poſſeſſion of the Government he 
removdꝭ to Cordoua, and made that City the 
Place of his Reſidence, which he — 1 
more convenientiy ſituated than the City f 


Seville, to forward the Execu tion of the vaſt 


igns he had in Enbrio. 
He ſignaliz d the Beginning of his Amid 


arne Two very remar le Actions. Be- 


ing inform'd, that the Moors had wron 
Chriftians. by taking from them their Su 


d the 
ſtance 


and Effects, to a N conſiderable Value, con- 
trary to the Treaties concluded with them, he 
condemn'd them to make full Reſtitution; and 
compell'd them to retufn whatever: they had 
unjuſtly r them of. Having ikewiſe 
— chat ſeveral large Sums of Money, 
belonging 
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been im zzled by thoſe who were entru- 
ſted therewith, he apprehended thoſe Delin- 


ers and caſt into Priſon; and after they had 


been heard, and the Fact prov'd- againſt them, 
they were ſeverely; puniſh d, according to the 
Laws which are eſtabliſſrd among that Nation 
for the Chaſtiſement of thoſe who ſhall alie- 
nate the Publick Treaſure. By this Procedure 


he acquir d the Love and Eſteem of the Chri- 


fiaus, was fear d and obey'd by the Moors, and 


put himſelf in a Capacity to undertake and 


execute many notable Exploits without the Ap- 


prehenſions of being thwarted by the One, or 
oppos'd by the Oren fe bois . 
When he had ſettled a good Form of Go- 


vernment in all the Provinces the Moors were 


poſſeſsd of in Spain, he determin'd to extend 


the Saracen Dominions beyond the Hyrenean 
Mountains by the Conqueſt of the Gothic-Ganl. 
But at the very Juncture when he was pre- 
paring to ſet out upon that Expedition, he 


receiv'd News of Suliman's Death, which, ac- 


cording to ſome Hiſtorians, happen'd on the | 


Firſt Day of October, or, as others ſay, the 


Eighth. Omar, the Son of Abdelaxiz, and Su- 
liman's Couſin Germain, was choſen in his Place 


the ſame Day on which his Predeceſſor died. _ 


Thoſe who were/acquainted with, or, at leaſt, 


who imagin'd they were acquainted. with the 


Genius and Diſpoſition of that Prince, look d 


upon his Advancement to that Sov 


Dig- 


8 Ruin 3 


grounding their Prognoſtication upon à private 
Antipathy they ſuppos d he bore that Gover- 
vor. But they found themſelves mightily rr 


Eg 


quents, | and causd them to be clapp'd/in' Fet- 


— — — te 
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ceivd in their Conjectures, and were made t6 
ee, 


to paſs their Judgment too haſtily upon the 


Conduct of Princes, whoſe Views and: Intereſts 


ſeldom or never agree with the Ideas of par- 
ticular Perſons; and that One who, perhaps, 
is deſpisd, flighted, and hated by a Prince 
whilſt he holds but the ſecond Rank in the 
State, becomes his chief Favourite when he is 
poſſeſs d of the — * — . 
_- Lewis the Twe | 
of Orleans, had Enemies in France upon whom 
he would willingly have executed his Vengeance 


had it been in his Power. After he had aſs 
cended the Throne, ſome of the flattering Pa- 


raſites, and invidious Courtiers, who had any 


Credit with him, repreſented, That ſince he 


had now the Regal Authority in his own Hands, 
he ought to Face, thoſe who had formerly 
ſo often oppos d and fruſtrated his Deſigns; but 


he told them, That the King of France bad no 


Rigbt to revenge the @uarrels of the Duke of 
Orleans, or did it become him. i 
Omar was a wiſe, prudent, and politick 


Prince. He was ſenſible that his Soveraignty 


in Spain was not yet firmly eſtabliſh'd, and 
that a ſudden Change might produce Conſe« 


quences. very fatal to his Intereſt. He was not 


unacquainted with the great Genius and Me- 
xits of Alabor; he knew him to be a Man 


of a conſummate Courage and Bravery, and 


that he was capable of the teſt  Enterpris 


zes; he had heard of the Propoſals: he had 
made to Suliman of reducing to his Obedience 
all the Cothiſþ Poſſeſſions in Gaul: This Pro- 


1 


ject very agreeably flatter'd * ſo 


ORT: of be 


i ae A eMC< r 


in, when he was only Duke 
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Hane Antipathy: he might have A | 


ved againſt Alaber, during the Reign of his 
Predeceſſor, he confirm d him in the if Admini- 


ſtration of his Government with an Authority 
much more extenſive than what he had before; 


and, as a Mark of the Confidence he repos'd: 
in him, he gave him Oude _ e the 
War into the Gathic- Gaul. 15 

lt muſt be acknowle 
was great and noble, 


even exceſſively dangerous. They were go 
to tranſport 11 the Forces the Saracens — 
in thoſe. Parts to a Province more than Four 
Hundred Leagues diſtant from Africa, and at 


a Juncture when the Mahometan Empire was 


far from being firmly ſettled in Spain; to leave 
the 7 . ery that Kingdom unpro- 
vided of Tr *. sd to Revolts and 
Inſurre&ions from — thiſh Subjects, who 
impatiently bore the Aoriſß Yoke, and there- 
by to run the Hazard of loſing, in an In- 
pant, the Poſſeſſion of ſome of the fineſt and 


nobleſt Provinces in Europe. On the d 


Side, they were going to attack a 
which, on the South, is defended by insel 
ſible Mountains, cover'd with Snow the great- 


eſt Part of the Year, and whoſe ſharp-point- 


ed Rocks and frightful Precipices make them 
terrible to behold: Towards the Eaſt, the Rhone, 
one: of. the largeſt, | the deepeſt and the moſt ra. 
pid Rivers of ' Europe ſerves it for a' Barrier: 
On the North and Weſt Sides it abounded with 


ſtrong Towns, Forts, and Redoubts: In the 
Heart of the Country the Capital City alone 
_ d, in all Probability, to be e 

'S 


yd; that: this Project 
md well worthy Omar's 
aſpiring Genius; but it cannot be deny'd; but 
that the Execution was extremely difficult and 


„ l 
| . « 
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| — 0 — — to it for: 6 leaſt, 
one whole Campain; without mentioning; the 
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Martial Diſpoſition of the Natives, who, in 
all Ages, had been famous for Feats of 21 7 
and the Exerciſes of the Field. . e e 
> Notwithſtanding all "theſe Difficulties, 2 LE f 
great ſoever they might a . to Alabor, were 
not enbugli to deter — 


proceeding in 
his Undertaking.” He knew, of at leaſt — 
ed, that the * diſpirited at the Death'of 


their King, were 1 es from their an- 


cient Valour: That they were deſtitute: of a 


Chief to command them: That they 
wanted both Arms and other — — Provi- 
ſions: That they ivd without Order, Regu- 


larity, or . : And, in a Word, t t 


he needed only attack them to bring them 
under his Yoke. The only Reaſon that might 
cauſe him to deſiſt from that Enterprize, Was 
the Intereſt which the French ought: to take 


in the Defence of the Goth, becauſe of the 


near Neighbourhood of their reſpective States; 
but they were ſo divided among themſelves, 


and ſo harraſs d with inteſtine Wars, that they 


had but little Leiſure to concern themſelves 
about the Affairs of their Neighbours: » _ 
2 they would not have been ſurry to 
ee the total Extermination of the Empire 10 
the Gothe, their ancient and irreconcileuble 
nemies, with whom they could never yet! 
ettle any ſolid Peace. 80 that, after Alabor 
had ſerially: and deliberately | "reflected: upon 
Sek 22 _ might —_— to t% 55 
liph from this Expedition, er Wi 
Difficulties he had to e — with, in Or- 
dr to — it about with Succeſs, he * 


* 21 i 
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ved (Go ile his Point up kasse abide © 


What int of of all; 
: Army into Gaul without bein 


agreed, 
| hee ſhould keep the Chri ſtians of his Neighbour- 


that, at the ſame Time, 
hoſe Name was Maiguos, who: commanded in 


pans * „„ 3 | wp we, wr” 9 * A 


cantons and — Methods which oo emi 


dence could ſuggeſt... lend bam, 

was te 
w, how he © ail. perpler'd g. be 
 anterru _— 
ed 
For as he Was ns: 


his March by the Goths who 
fuge into the 4 hk 


an 


of 4 
thoſe of Biſcay and A ſturia, — would do their 
wimoſt to oppoſe his Paſſage So that to a- 
void this Inconvemence, — * ſure -6f one 


of 'a Maritime Town in Aſturia calld Gon, 


and eſpous'd their Intereſt. With this Man he 


That, while he was his March, 


hood in Order, and ſhould hinder them from 
Joining with thoſe of Navarre and Aragon and 
another Deſerter 


that Country which is ſhut up and ſituated 
between Catalonia and Ronfillon, and which goes 


by the Name of Cane or Kundan, ſhould 


over. the 
By-Paths 


meet him to facilitate His 
Hyrenenn Mountains, with all the 
hereof this A, was 


5 


wondd * to heix Fre oor | 


Awnzes, a Goth by Exiradtion, and Governor : 


who to preſerve his Government Had betray d 
| his Reli ion and his Country, and had ignos | 
mini delzver u himſelf up to the Mort 


rfealy well ae 
En and that he ſhould prevent the In- 
i 


tants of La ourdan, 5 Guyand,, and 
VoL I. 1225 a 7 Vila | 
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"labor had ſettled. 2 all theſe: Matters, he gave 


1 his Inſtructions to Alcheman, appointed him to 
ſupply his Abſence, got together albthe 'Trovps 
he was able to raiſe, and march d with. great 


Expedition till he had overtaken the perfidi- 


ous Mugnos, who waited for him upon the 
Frontiers of Catalogs 9 20 
At the News of his Arrival, a general Con- 
ſternation ſiez d the Spirits of the Inhabitants 
of Rouſillon. The Gothe who were diſpers d 
- In the Vallies and upon the Mountains, uni- 
ted themſelves to endeavour to diſpute his En- 
trance into that Country; but their Efforts 
were all to no Purpoſe. Thoſe who had the 
Reſolution to offer to oppoſe him were eve - 
ry one ſacrificd to his Fury. Elua was ta- 
ken, ſack d, and demoliſh'd to the very Ground. 
Narbonne, the Metropolis of the Province, Was 


forc'd to yield to the vigorous: Attacks of this 
Barbarian, and the whole Country round it 
was deſtroy'd with Fire and Sword. Agde made 


no Manner of Defence; and Nimes, Beuiers, 
and Carcaſſonne finding themſelves deſtitute of 
Forces, and without any Hopes of Relief, o- 
pen'd their Gates and were treated with all 
2 Cruelty. In a Word, the whole 
Gathißß Empire, except that Chain of Moun- 
tains which extends itſelf from the Frontiers 


of Aragon to the Entrance into Galicia, be- 


came ſubject to the inglorious Yoke: of the 


Moors; and that mighty Nation which was 
once ſo brave, ſo martial, and which had 


triumph'd over ſo many Kingdoms, was itſelf 
ſubdu d by an Enemy it had always deſpis'd 
and held in the utmoſt Contempt. 
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Book 11:.... Revolutions in Spen- 2) 
This mighty RRvoluriox has ſomething © | 
in it ſo very ſtupendious and amazing that | 
thoſe: of the ee Learning and Pene-. | 
tration, not being able to. diſcover the real | 
Cauſe in the ordinary Courſe of Human Af 
fairs, are oblig'd to ſearch for it in the Or- | 
der of Divine Providence; and to conclude, 5 


+. 8 yo 
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That Gop, being incens'd againſt the Goths 
for their flagrant Sins, ſufferd them to be 
vanquiih'd by a Troop of newly-landed Bar- 
Barians, and that a Country which, for ſeveral J 
Centuries: of Years, had withſtood the mighty "=o 
Powers of the Carthagimans and Romans ſhould x, 
become the Prey of a Nation which, till that 
Time, had ever been the Object of their Scorn | 
and Diſdain. A terrible Example for ſuch So- | 
veraigns, who, forgetting their Duty to R. | 
ligion and the Regal Dignity to indulge their | 
own deprav'd irregular - Appetites, are not a- i | 
ware that Heaven, being -arm'd againſt them, | 
. is haſtening on their Deſtruction by the Com- 
| bination of their own Subjects with foreign 


This was what happen d to that infamous, 5 J 
miſguided Prince, King Roderic. Not ſatis- 1 
fied with having uſurp'd a, Throne to which : | 
| he had no Manner of Right, under Pretext . | 
that the Prince who poſleſs'd it diſhonour'd | 
5 it by his diſorderly Life; but he himſelf — 
] had no ſooner aſcended it, but he ſhew'd his | 
| own - Unworthineſs by his Cruelties, his In- 3 


| juſtice, his Debauches, and his brutiſh Incon- 
; tinence. His: Palace became a School of Vice 
; and Diſorder... To gain his Efteem, or to ob- 
| tain any Favour from him, was no ways to 
2 be effected but by having been ſignaliz d for 
I ſome notorious Enormity 3 for all who made 

* 1 N 
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fene the Honours 55 the ' Young Virgine 
er Attendants from ſuffering any Inſult, ot 
from being even attempted; became a Seene 


of Proſtitution where the ſtricteſt and beſt 


grounded Virtue could not eſcape a fatal 

_ wreck. A chaft and innocent "Maid dad the 
Unhappinefs to appear beautiful in his Ima 
5 gination, and that was enough for him tb 
employ his Soveraign Authority to raviſh her 
80 enormous an e was the Cauſe of 
another. Enormity which was the utter Ruin 
ok the State, and the Ignominy of the whole 
Nation. An unfortunate Father, burning with 
Rage and Reſentment againſt the Violdve of 
the h of his Nl, Daughter, Wat de 
| 115 t 1 e himſeff fir the TAR; y and 
ut done Fo his Family, baniſh'd from his 
Heart the natural Affection he ought to have 
had for his Country, arm'd apainft it a bars 
barous Nation, the profeſ? d- Enemies of the 
Chriffian Name, caus 4 his Countr men to re- 
volt againſt God and the State, drew over to 
his Party Two Princes and an unworthy Pre- 
late who us'd all the baſe Means imaginable 
to deſtroy thoſe whom they ought to have 
Qefended, and did their very utmoſt to extir- 

pate the whole Nobility of Spain, and to e- 
abliſh Mahometiſm upon the Ruins of the 
True Religion. And this inconfiderate Father | 
; himſelf. quite blind with Paſſion, precipitated | 
| imfelf into the greateft of Misfortunes, by 
oming an Object of the Contempt of a 
Nation over whom he had fo often triu mph d 
fe n 8 for the Intereft and Honour of = 
ot hs, 


rener 84 .t 
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_ ly Objects; and after having, given. ſuch a 
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with ſuch Haughtineſs and Inſolence had made 
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Goths, Unhappy FootsBall of Fortune! He 


wander d from Province to Province, and left 


4s > 


ſed him to became his own Murderer, or 
whether he periſhed by the Hands of the I- 
Ate hom he had introduc'd- into Spain. 
Wretched Fate of thoſe revengeful Perſons, or, 

more properly ſpeaking, thoſe Monſters of 
e which proceed from Hell for the 
Diſgrace of Religion and Nations! But it is 


Time to draw a Curtain over ſuch melancho- 


terrible Example of ' Gop's Wrath against a 
People who by their Sins had render A them 


let us ſhew them, in the following Mak, 6 
cover d from their Fright, with Weapons in 


their Hands liſted up inft the very Bavrha« 


riam who had conquer'd them, and, with unt 


equal Force, carrying all the Harrors of War 
into every . to re-eſtabliſh the Wor- 
chip of the TRUR Gop upon the Ruins of 
 Mabometijm, and to reſtore to their wretched 


Country, languiſhing and groaning under the 


inglorious Load of the crueleſt Tyranny, all 
the Glory of its antient Splendor, in becom- 
ing the Vanquiſhers of thoſe imperious Victor 

Who not long before had enflav'd them, a 
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them carry their inſupportable Yoke, | 


ofterity. dubious whether the Refemmert. 
| Rage, / and Deſpair, which devour'd him, cau - 
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409. Died in 4277. 75 
HERMENGAIRE. Began bay Reign A." 
D. 427. Died in _ 74 


D. 428. Died in 43 


Ricmra. Began his Reign 4. D. 438. Died i in 448. 


RECHIAIR. Began his Reign A. D. 448. Died in 458. 
FronToN and MALDRAS were elected in 458. The 
Firſt died the ſame Year, and RemismonD was 
. choſen to ſucceed him. MAT DRA died in 4600, 
and FRUMARIUS was elected in his Stead. © He 


diſputed the Crown with REMISMONPD till 463, 


when he died, after which RAI W 
alone, and died in 466. . 


* 


After the Death of RnmIMoND til the Lear 5 30, a 


the Kingdom of the Svzvzs ſeems to have conti- 
nued without a Og in the Aſturias, Galicia, and 
Portugal. The Truth is, in the Manuſcripts: of the 
Churches of 'Ovredo and Toledo is to be ſeen a Di- 
viſion of the Biſhopricks of Spain, made by King 
Wamsa, in the Year 666, of which Card, DA 
gives an, Account in Tome XII. of his Covncirs, 


he's 


where Mention is made of Two Kings who reign'd : 
after RxMuIs MOND, whoſe Names were RiciLa, or 


RI1ICILIEN, and Tnxopononp. In the Life of St. 


VINCENT 


0 161 "7; babe | 
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1 Exmenzaicl. Began his Reign . a | 


HERMENERIC II. — 22 his Ren 4. 5 


4 TABLE of KINGS. 7 Ds i 


V car of Leon, Box AN Dus likewiſe makes Men- 
tion of RicitiEx, wherein he ſeems to agree with 
Cardinal DAI RE; but inſtead of TEODOMPỹ-ji·], 
he cauſes One whoſe Name was HAM ENIRIe 4 | 
appear upon the Throne. This Contrariety of Opi- 
nions, * the Silence of all the Authors, wor y 
of Credit, e Kings, make their Reigns 
ſo dubious, not to altogether fictitiqus, that 2 
good Chronologiſts ab dlutely reject them; and more 
eſpecfally becauſe Gazcoxv de de Touns, and St. 
Is1DoR poſitively affirm, that CanIAAIC was the 
Firſt King who poſſeſs d the SVV Is Throne af. 
ter REMISMOND ; that he was wp in 330, and 
that he died in „ EI; 


Tazopoxs: Began his Ne A. D. 59. ed 
the ſame Year. 75 
Mi go. Began his Reign A. D. 569... Died in, 382. 
Evogic. Began his Reign A. D. 382, and was de- 
thren d by the Tyrant AnDzca- in 583, who was 
xp ek by LzovicitD in 583, when the Sove- 


Os 1 e Svxvzs became extinct tor e ever. 


by 
* * 
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ATAULPH-. | Began his Reign A. D. 411. 8 Died 
in 415. 

S1GxRIC, Began bis Reign A. D. 415. Died the 

_ (fame. Year. : 

WII. ' Began his Reign A. D. 415. Died in 420. 

Tuxoponzr. B his Reign A. D. 420. Died 

A 

Toniszenn. Began his Reign A. D. 451. Died 
I 

Tanobonic. Began his Reign A. D. 452. Died " 

Evanic. . ls Reign dA. D. as Died in 484. 

 ALARIC. — his Reign thy; D. 484. Died in 307. 

AMALARIC, Began his Reign A. D. 507. Died 
7 Fo, * 

Turns. gan bis Reign AD. 538. Died in 568. 


Tuxu- 8 
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Deters. Bogan bis Reign of. D. 548. Die 


mn 549. 
Ae Begzen bis Reig AD. 545. Piel 5s. 
Reize . D: * Bd 


in 76. 
g Bogan hib Reign 4 D. Sad 567. Died in 
Trogir. abe this Reign! 4 . e. Died 


in 586. 72 ; 
Ru OOTY | Bayan his Reign 4 D. LOS "Died 
In 681. b T7121 
Laney M. | Began! i. Reign 2, b. Go "Died 
in Fro. . 
Bunv kicks. Began his Reign A. D. 0. | Died 
in 612. | 
$S18z3PRT. Began his Reign 2. D. gra. Died in 
521. 
RxcAEDE II. Began his Reign . D. 62 1. Died 
the ſame Near. 
Vvinrit.a. Began his Reign A. D. br. Died in 
1 
STSENAND. Bogan this Reign FA D. 637. Died! in 
Gs . 
CuiIxTILA. . Began His Reign A. D. 636. Died 
in 640. 
oA. Began his Reign . D. 64. Died in 642. 
CambasuxT. Began his Reign A. D. 642. Died 
e 4 * 
RECESVINT. Began, his Reign A. D. LY Died 
hh 672. | 
Wangz. | Began his Reign . O. 602. Died in 68e. 
ER VIE. Began his Reign A. D. 680. Died in 683. 
Berz a. Began his Reign A. O. 68. Died in 700. 
| WII sz, 9 his Reign 4: D. 100. ; hog: K -;/ 
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Ropz nic. Began, his Reign 4 D. 710. Died in 


"1x2, His Deach put an End te che Kingdom of 
he Gerne in Spain. 
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an; con of Mouſa, 19 
Command, is oppos d by Theodomir, 2.45-\ makes 
| great Conqueſts, 246. | re-takes OP * * 


Abilities a Erkan, a Be. $7) 1 


Avarice 263, — een Egilona 265. and reſtens 
himſelf ; intiroly to her e Fi, ho ires the 25 
CL to 'the 9 266. ws > a gs 8 


Abundens, General to Dagobert King of mne . 
Atius, raiſes the Stege of Arles, 25. lays an infamous a: 

to ruin Count Boniface evith the Empreſs, ibid. purſues bis 
Scheme by Cunning and Calumny, 27. 2 in bit own * 


ment 255 the Emperor, 45, $8 an 
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Juberater her to aut the. 
* incredibly in 12 Hair, 2 274. . N 
Alans, ox Cong, in Spain, 35, 16. : r 
Alaric ſucceeds his Father in the Kingdom of the cane 6 orders 
an Abridgment of the Theodoſian Code, ibid. lain by the. 
- Hands of Clovis, King of Fraticeg ibid, {| &} - F 
 Algatve, Heraclius's, Power re +. the . ' of that King 
bm in Spain, 433. 1 
Algerira, why fo call d, 205. 3 
Alphonſo, King, bis Annals, 217. : 
Amalaric, King of the Goths, een, bb Father Alaric s 8 | 
hut not his Virtues, 70. mavries Clotilda Daughter, of Clovis 
King of France, 26. breaks bis Manriage Covenam by amm 


8515 ber to Atria . — by 
debeft, 76, 77. 8 


Amator, Biſhop of Drets, % 
Amneſty granted, 178. 
1 took its Name from the Vandals, x [ubdu'd by Burde 
King of Goths, 68. begins the Rebellion Þ. np 2 17 >» 
Andes aſus the Ces of the 7 
Angouleme, a ſtrange Yuadition of her 3H 
_ without ng a Sivoke, 72. 
Annius of Viterbo, Pr. 1xviii. 
Anthemius, Kinſman of Julian the Apoſtate, 65. hour the 
Daughter of the Emperor Martian, and yg declar'd Emperor of 
_ the the Weſ \ ibid. in great Conſtennakion as the Hl m_— * | 
: Fleet, 
Ki Don Nicholas, his abb Ine tie — Br 
IT, XXIX, XXX, xlvii, 1x. Ee þ ES 
40 revalts, 1766. 1 
Aragon, Aregia, Aregenſes, euhence thoſe Nane we'd, 035 
Arburius, General for the Empire in Spain, 60. | 
vs us, Bio of Nimes, bis firm Loyalsy, 158. " TGA 
sbriga, * an Wee Bee, d, abs 2 
ens bunt! * Argebaldus, 


Aymoin, the Bibles. an kj ws of him; 76. x 
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A ROM ee, 8 his Loyalt) 159. | being ; 

e obtains Mercy for bis Mſociate Nee A 

Arian, tes their dete dale Cruelties  againſs the Catholicks, 50. | 
; "m er * ſeeeite;" abjet TS 
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plots # King Rdcavede, 120. 
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70 ar ene 19 Thoodotic, | 


Ata i 2 e of Narbonne, bis Fain eee 
Arienifn; 115. eee with Madneſs and dies gr 116. 
— King of the Goths,- 7. marries Placidia his — 
ibid. dd, "alt the Country, 'thro' which" he 
Marches,” 10 Fire and Sevord, g. Wills Sebaſtian and delivers 
Te Honorzus; 9. refuſes 10 part with" Placidia ar 
Emperor's Command, r eie into Spain; 10. ee. 
* Atta 6 Honorius, 11. ''by * koste, for 
Peabe with te Romano, Did. n 
Aa King Iealy, 7. r 17 i 200 . 
A de K. of 15e Gochs; 8 z. a Wudbe⸗ 
of ngwinſs bis Rival Agile, 64. ropents of inoiding 
the Imyerialifts into 260 chen Danger wat 4 Di whe, 
"=_ en e ibid; "Her a#'T 
ibid. founded de 
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Ayub made Governor of the Mooriſh Congqueſts in Spin, 268. 

Ayulph attempts the Crown of the Sueves, 73. | 

Ayuſa mount, the: Retreat of the Gorks after they were — 
by the Moors, 75. Ws” 
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FP * ECL — 2 King of Joths; 1227 7 
Baronius, 220. ern 
Go gain d by Ataulph 4 ainſt.the nfurger Sebaliinn,, 8,96 
obtain d by Wallia againſt \Attalus, - Soveraign ef 3 
in Luſitania, 16. chrain'd by Genſeric King of the Vandals 
| . againſt Hermenegare King of \the. Sueves, ar Merida, 30. 
x besen the Romans and Sueves on the: Banks . of 1 the; River 
| Genil; 37. between Theodoret King of the Gotha awd: Lit- 
torius the Roman General, 38. of El Parame, between Theo- 
| doric King of the Gochs and Rechiar Kang of. the. Sueves, | 
49. between the Troops of the Empire and the Goths, 34. 
in . Egidius the Roman General and the 
Tyoops of Theodoric, 35. of Narbonne, betcheem Gondibald 
and Geſalaic, 71. of Arles, between Thay, general of Theo- 
doric, and the Forces of Clovis King of France, 75. 
_ Gefalaic and Amalaric, 73. bet ue Childebert King of 
5 \ France and Amalaric King of the Goths, 76. between. Atha- 
2 and Agila, 8 5. between King Sigebert and Cæſa- 
rius .the Imperial General, 13 2. 4 Secont Battle between 
| them, 133. gain d by King Saia ale againſt the -Tyoops of 
Heraclius, 158. obtain'd againſt Froia i at; the Head of the 
Gaſcons 5 Receſuint, 150, 151. betausen King Roiza and 
tbe Gaſcons, 176. between Mouſa, General of the Saracens, 
and tbe Mauritanians, 18 3. beteveen Taric, at the Head 
of. the. Moors, and Inigo, 209. beteueen Roderic and the 
| 5 8 211. ee eee e Ont end, Movrs 
in Spain, 213. &c. 
DOE Archbiſbop of Pulled.) tag Tarragona by Order of | 
Pope Urban, . | 
Bilbilis, be Birth Place of: Martial, talen and fackd C the | 
Moors, 250. re- built by a Moor, 260. 
_— Severinus, put to Death by. Theodorie, King of ſealy, 


Boniface; Count, bis Zeal. und Fidelity to Placidia and 6 
lentinian, 22. by the Orders of the Empreſs. makes Peace wwith 
the Vandals, 24. marries.a.Vandal Lady, oy * 
Ruin, 25. ſues to Genſeric for Aſp 5 19 ey 8 | 

9 wee age bes 49 * 8 Ane 
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| Caralogiaſubwits to dhe Goths, 67. 


Clorair, King of the Soillons, 75. 
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; Didier, 8. K. Biſbop of ane, bi Life wrote 0 a 


Gheritda, 8 76, 77. 


Thi | Qloris, King of France; makes ar againſt if Alaric FO ys " 


ing the Arian Hereſy, and kills him «vith bis own = 69. 

. "he Gato 5 

ore m at Approach, 7 1. 8 MSA de e N 

RN e 68. "Throdolen obey id i, 0 
imbra ſurprix d by Remiſmond, 66. 8 

| Tope, e Legate to Witiza "for the 
of the Spaniſh Church, 186 . | 

Conſtantius, General to Honertus hh 

es the Emperor to ſet aſtds Placidin's Marriage, Wider d 

| Fence it cas Made by Compuilſion, 2 befeges Ataulph iy Nar- 

bonne, 9, 10. enters Spain Army, 735 ne 

| vers Placidia by Treaty, f. e tically fines a Balance be- 

teen the Vat Is ani Gets 9. ou rer 


| Oardous, fee 4% merge, 75. — of 82 


_ George there is call d St. George of the Captives, 225 > 22 6. 
"ts ATT ons the Surrendey "all Reg 126 
at Toledo by nid 10 ſupport Arianiſin, 
98. * ara, 1 5 of Sevill e, ibid. Firſt Countil of Seville, 
134. VI. cone of Toledo, 195. " Connell of Toledo conve- 


144 by — Nate . Deerses of that Council, 146. 


edo, 148. Mer, propor'd in Couneil by 
King pr Au 152. N King Wamba, 


e pelivicaly i fg, 775. XI. e e 
edo, 178. 


Cuenga retains its Founder's ewe, A5. i A ee 
Cyrila, e 4 fem dee. 
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Siſenand, 140. try bis Forces with bim, ibid. on 


which the Goths abandon Buititila, ibid. demands of Si. 


nand the farge Silver Veſſel accoriiing myers r44- which 

it reſew'd by the Goths from Dagobert? Emb , "Vid. 

© accepts 200000 Soldi in Lies of #, 145. ee ae 28 
Deerees, f #h6 Council of Telede, 146. | 


bert, 13 4. e 
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' #7 Crown after the dethroning | bis Father, . 189. iet inte 
_ © Aﬀica for Refuge, ibid. 192. makes a Shew: of: deſerting 
| Woman 3 rejoing the Moors with @ Number of Gothiſh | 


s, OO et WIE, 
relle, e. aun > ig aaf. Majorianus, ſent into 9 i 
2, congners; the and forces Theodoric to beg 
2 Romans, ok refuſes to oe Sang the Fore oy 
ter bis — and Invaſion of bis Maſter's Throne 
uſe to King Roderic, 196. 4 captive a 
eee 9 to — 263. marry d to that Prince, a 


Egiza, Nephew to King Wamba, 173. marries Sigilona, ibid. 
of Ervig ius fevears to adwix! fer Fuſtice be- 


d the Inſtance 
ene ze it — Ning, 174. an execrable Deſign a- 
" gainft bes and Children, i id. detefts and apprehends 
the Tvaytor iſeberr, 175. defeats a form d Conſpiracy of 
_ the Jews, ibid bee the. Poeple of Aquizain and. Bat 
_ canyy;- 176. 5 bit don Witiaa ſhould. be det lar d 
bi Collaagus and Succeſſdr, ibid. dies much lamented, 177. 
Deen concerning bis Ghara&er and Virtues, hid. 
or Ini , e e e 
ages the Moors ba 209. Troops be- 
* aut , is ki d on bis Third — 


Ervigius, Grand- ſon to Hermenegild, 25 Ame 10 e . ; 


the Gothiſh Throne, 172. recommended for Soveraign by 
EKing Wamba in his Life Time, ibid. his baſe Dealing to 
Wamba defelfed,' 173. | gets bis Election confirm'd h́y a Coun- 
cil, ibid. marries his Daughter Sigilona to Egiza, King 
Wambs's Nepheny, ibid. bit Aimini x applauded, 174. 
| takes a penitential Habit and difharges bis at. from thei 
Oaths of ibid. 


Kune, or, Euric, King of the Goths, " alſaſbnates bis Elder | 


and aſcends bis Throne, 64. | endeavours. 
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Altiancer with the Vandals and _Sueves, 65. ſubdnes Ca- 


talonia, Valencia, and Andaluſia, 67, 68. conquer Lu- 
N tbe Territories of the Sueves, 


forms a Code " Gothiſh Laws and dies at Arles, 


| ik a great & of the Arian Hereſy, 6g. 5 
Bat King of = Sueves, n by Andeca ——__ 2 in 
@ Monaſtery, 104, 10g. 
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